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New Brighton Exchange 
New name chosen for Northwest Quadrant 
 

 
 
The City has a new name for the Northwest 
Quadrant and it is something that ties the 
past with the future.  After a nearly two-year 
process to re-brand the project, the City 
Council approved a new name and logo in 
April.   
 
New Brighton Exchange was chosen because 
it symbolizes activity, namely revitalization 
which is an essential part of the City’s 
redevelopment efforts.  In addition, the name 
also references the project’s location at a 
major highway interchange (I-35W and I-694).  
And then there is the reference to the past: 
The Exchange Hotel, which was built in the 
1890’s near the former stockyards and a key 
part of the City’s early history.  New Brighton 
Exchange ties these elements together in a 
unique way.   The logo and text shown above 
will be used on future marketing materials. 
 
In addition, the City has secured internet 
domain rights to the name and will work with 
a marketing team to start using the name on 
signage and other literature.   
 
 

 

 
 

Land sold for The View 
Apartments 
Groundbreaking set for June 28th 
 

 
 
Courtesy of Finn Daniels Architects 

 
The City has finally closed on the sale of a 
four acre site to Stuartco, a Bloomington, MN-
based developer, for The View apartment 
project. The 124-unit, market rate apartment 
building will be constructed on the site just 
north of the APi Group Headquarters building. 
 

 
 
Site Plan of The View Apartments at Long Lake  
Courtesy of Finn Daniels Architects 
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The View at Long Lake (cont.) 
 
The View Apartments will include a mix of 
studio, one bedroom, one bedroom plus den, 
two bedroom and three bedroom units.  Over 
90 percent of the building will be occupied by 
one and two bedroom units.  Average 
monthly rents will range from $850 for studio 
apartments to $1,250 for one bedroom units.  
Two bedroom units will average $1,750 per 
month and three bedrooms will rent for 
$2,200 per month. 
 
All units will have open floor plans, upscale 
cabinetry, upgraded appliances, individual 
heating and air conditioning systems and in-
unit washers and dryers.  The building will 
feature underground parking for residents, a 
business center, community room, a fitness 
center, a theater room and an outdoor pool. 
 
A ground breaking has been scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 28th at 5:30 PM on the job 
site.  See the City’s web site for additional 
details. 

 

City in talks with Ashland 
over clean-up at former 
Northwest Refinery Site 
 
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA) and Ashland Oil, Inc. have finalized a 
compliance agreement which calls for the 
company to clean-up portions of the former 
Northwest Refinery site.   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The 8-10 acre area was part of the old 
Midwest Asphalt site that the City acquired in 
2006.  From the 1940’s to the early 1960’s a 
refinery was operated on the site.  Petroleum 
contamination was discovered on the 
property, which extended into Long Lake 
Regional Park.  Eventually, the MPCA placed 
the site into the Minnesota Superfund 
program and required Ashland Oil to clean-up 
the area in the park.  However, the 
contamination on the Midwest Asphalt site 
was left undisturbed. 
 

 
 
Map courtesy of Barr Engineering 

 
The Compliance Agreement requires Ashland 
to develop a work plan by mid-July.  The work 
plan will provide details on the scope of the 
clean-up.  The expectation is that Ashland will  
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Northwest Refinery Clean-Up (cont.) 
 
remove all refinery piping, tank bottoms, 
containment structures and associated soils.  
The clean-up would be done to an industrial 
standard, meaning that the area would not be 
cleaned up to residential requirements.  The 
City has determined that the costs to correct 
poor soils (due to organic peat) and other 
contamination are in the range of $7.2 to $9.1 
million.  While no formal decisions have been 
on the future on the land, it would be very 
expensive to the correct the soil problems in 
comparison to the development benefit. 
 
The Ashland clean up will, however, help 
protect the environment by removing 
petroleum-impacted soil from the area.   
Additional details will need to be worked out 
to provide the company with access to the 
site.  Currently, the City and Ashland are 
negotiating an access agreement.  If the 
parties can reach agreement on a deal, the 
company would still like to start the clean-up 
later this summer. 
 

City narrows search for 
land broker and office 
developer team 
EDC Recommends Ryan Companies and 
NAI Welsh 
 
Over the last six months, the City has been 
interviewing prospective office developers 
and land brokers to help market the 20+ acre 
area on the east side of Old Highway 8. The  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
area is shown on the figure below, which is a 
preliminary plat drawing.   
 
This arrangement is designed to tap into the 
expertise of a land broker (Welsh) who will 
have primary marketing responsibilities, along  
with a developer (Ryan) that has knowledge 
of the site.  With both groups, the City will be 
able to cast a wide net in attracting potential 
development interest to the site. 
 
East Side Development Area 
 

 
 
Drawing courtesy of E.G. Rud & Sons 
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Land Broker/Officer Developer (cont.) 
 
The hybrid structure is somewhat unusual, 
because Ryan will not have exclusive 
development rights.  In fact, the City would be 
free to sell the land to any user, whether or 
not they want to work with Ryan or another 
developer/contractor. If that were to happen, 
the City would be obligated to pay Ryan a 
break-up fee.  The fee would be based on the 
amount of land area sold and would be 
capped at $100,000 for the entire 20+ acre 
parcel. 
 
After an initial screening process by city staff 
and Arne Cook, Montgomery Realty Advisors, 
the Economic Development Commission 
(EDC) interviewed Ryan Companies and the 
Opus Group for developer services; and NAI 
Welsh and Northmarq for land brokerage 
services.  In early April, the EDC 
recommended that the City hire Ryan 
Companies and Welsh for the project.   
 
Since that time, staff and legal counsel have 
been working on written agreements that 
would cover the marketing arrangement.  If 
the parties can finalize the documents, the 
City Council would consider formal approval 
later this month.  The teams would then start 
their due diligence work mid-summer and 
then start formal marketing in August. 
 


 
The New Brighton Exchange Development Report is published by 

the City of New Brighton.  For more information contact the 
Community Development Department at 651-638-2050 or go to the 

City’s web site at www.newbrightonmn.gov 
 

 
 
City approves extension 
of deadline for 2nd 
building at APi Group 
Headquarters 
Company receives 1 year extension 
 
In April, the City Council approved an 
amendment to the development agreement 
with APi Group concerning the construction of 
the second building on their site.  The 
company was given until May 2012 to start 
construction of the second building, which 
must also be completed by December 31, 
2012. 
 
Under the terms and conditions of a 2007  
development agreement, APi was obligated 
to construct a 2nd office building on their 4 
acre headquarters site.  The building had to 
be a minimum of 9,000 square feet in size.   
 
The City demanded this concession because 
APi’s headquarters building did fully maximize 
the development potential of the site.  The 
company agreed to construct the second 
building to help improve the overall value of 
the project increase the tax base of the 
combined project.  APi was also required to 
make additional tax payments to make up for 
the lost tax revenue due to delayed 
construction. 
 
The company has indicated that they are in a 
growth mode and will likely to need to the 
new building in the next year or so.  More 
information will be provided in future news 
updates. 


