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City and Stuart Co. break 
ground on The View 
Apartments at Long Lake 
Construction already underway on 
building 
 
On June 28th City officials and representatives 
from Bloomington-based Stuart Co. broke 
ground on The View Apartments at Long 
Lake.  The project includes 124 units of 
market-rate rental apartments on the roughly 
4 acre site. 
 

 
 
Groundbreaking ceremony (pictured L to R: Dean Lotter, 
city manager; Bruce Howard, planning commission chair; 
Ryan Dunlay, Stuart Co.; Char Samuelson, city council 
member; David Phillips, city council member; Stu Nolan, 
Stuart Co.; Dave Jacobsen, mayor; Steve Danger, planning 
commission member; Mary Burg, city council member; Verne 
McPherson, planning commission member; Gina Bauman, 
city council member; Grant Fernelius, community 
development director) 
 

Initial site work started in late May and by 
mid-July, the contractor had already started 
footing and foundation work.  The developer 
is using CBS Construction, Inc. of Champlin, 
MN as the general contractor to oversee the 
project. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The developer estimates that it will take 12-14 
months to complete the building, with initial 
occupancy toward the end of 2012.   
 

 
 
Site Plan for The View Apartments         North 
(Image courtesy of Finn Daniels Architects) 

 
Inquires can be directed to Janet Rosseth, 
director of marketing for Stuart Co. at 952-
948-9504 or jrosseth@stuartco.com. 
 

 
 
The View Apartments (looking south) 
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Concept Plan, East Side (Plan courtesy of Ryan Co.) 

 

City hires Colliers 
International and Ryan 
Co. as marketing 
partners 
Group will focus on east-side commercial 
development 
 
On June 28th the City Council approved 
agreements with Colliers International and 
Ryan Co. to start actively marketing the 20+ 
acre commercial area on the east side of Old 
Highway 8.  Colliers will focus on land 
brokerage and office leasing services, while 
Ryan will function as the preferred developer 
for the property. 
 
The City had been interviewing several firms 
over the winter months and narrowed the list 
down to four firms.  The City’s Economic 
Development Commission (EDC) interviewed 
the firms in March and recommended Ryan 
Co. and Welsh Co. (now Colliers) to the City 
Council.   
 

 
 
 
 
Since June, the companies have been 
working on marketing materials for the 
property.  Colliers will take the lead on land 
marketing and Ryan will prepare development 
proposals for prospective users (either build-
to-suit to lease or own). 
 
Ryan Companies has prepared a concept 
plan (see above) showing how the buildings 
might layout on the site. In order to maximize 
the development potential and associated tax 
base, the City is focusing its efforts on multi-
story office development.  However, the City 
may also look at a one story building, if the 
proposed user can generate strong market 
value and employment.  
 
In the coming months, the City and Ryan will 
do additional site evaluation work to better 
understand the geo-technical conditions of 
the former dump site and what kind of 
engineering is needed for future buildings and 
parking.  The City remediated the dump in 
2008, however the plan called for 
consolidation of dump materials in several 
locations.  These areas will require special 
consideration as development proposals are 
presented.  For more information about the 
site, interested parties can contact the 
following individuals: 
 
Colliers International 
 
Ted Gonsior: 952-897-7744 
Craig Lien: 952-837-3055 
 
Ryan Companies 
 
Casey Hankinson: 612-492-4817 
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City and Ashland 
continue to work on 
access agreement for 
former Northwest 
Refinery site 
 
The City and Ashland Oil are continuing to 
work out the details of an access agreement 
to allow the company to clean-up portions of 
the former Northwest Refinery site.  The 8-10 
acre area was part of the old Midwest Asphalt 
site that the City acquired in 2006.   
 

 
 
Aerial Photo, circa 2009 (Image courtesy of EHS) 
 

From the 1940’s to the early 1960’s a refinery 
was operated on the site.  Petroleum 
contamination was discovered on the 
property, which extended into Long Lake 
Regional Park.  Eventually, the MPCA placed 
the site into the Minnesota Superfund 
program and required Ashland Oil to clean-up 
the area in the park.  However, the  

 
 
 
 
contamination on the Midwest Asphalt site  
was never addressed. 
 

 
 
NW Refinery Site (Map courtesy of Barr Engineering) 

 
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA) and Ashland signed a compliance 
agreement in April of this year, which requires 
Ashland to develop a work plan by mid-July.  
The work plan will provide details on the 
scope of the clean-up.  The expectation is 
that Ashland will remove all refinery piping, 
tank bottoms, containment structures and 
associated soils.  The clean-up would be 
done to an industrial standard, meaning that 
the area would not be cleaned up to 
residential standards.   
 
It is very important to note, that the City has 
no authority to demand a higher level of 
clean-up than the MPCA.  However, the City  
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Ashland (cont.) 
 
can try to negotiate limits on future liability 
and seek and other legal protections from the 
company.  If the parties can reach terms on 
an access agreement, the document would 
need to be approved by the City Council.  The 
work could start in September and be finished 
later this fall.  
 

City to update AUAR 
Plan was last updated in 2007  
 
Under the Minnesota Environmental Policy 
Act of 1973, a formal was established for 
investigating the environmental impacts of 
major development projects – like New 
Brighton Exchange.  There are several 
different types of reviews, ranging from the 
fairly simple Environmental Assessment 
Worksheet (EAW) to the more complex 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that 
can take up to a year to complete.  Both of 
these reviews look at the impacts of a specific 
project under certain development 
assumptions.  Among the shortcomings of 
these reviews is that they don’t take into 
consideration the cumulative impact of 
development under different scenarios. 
 
The Alternative Urban Areawide Review 
(AUAR) is a planning tool that local 
governments can use to understand how 
different development scenarios will affect the 
environment of their community.  An AUAR 
must be updated once every five years.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The City’s current AUAR was adopted in 2007 
and can be found through the following link: 
ftp://67.91.188.100/pw/auar/auar.htm.  The 
document reflects the City’s development 
assumptions at the time of plan adoption.   
 
The plan must be updated by the end of 
2012.  The City will re-examine development 
scenarios and make revisions as necessary 
to the AUAR.  If you have questions about the 
AUAR document or the update process, 
please contact Ken Nimmer at 
Ken.Nimmer@newbrightonmn.gov. 
 
Note: Some of the information contained in this article 
was obtained from the Minnesota Environmental 
Quality Board (EQB) and the agency’s Citizen’s Guide: 
An Introduction to Environmental Review (12/2005). 

 
 
 

      


 
The New Brighton Exchange Development Report is published by 

the City of New Brighton.  For more information contact the 
Community Development Department at 651-638-2050 or go to the 

City’s web site at www.newbrightonmn.gov 
 

 


