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New Brighton Development Update  

 

Updates for the Month of March 

 
Market Study and Land Use Plan 
Colliers International presented its market study to a joint meeting of the City 
Council and interested commission members on February 9th.  The City Council 
had authorized a study to check on the market and development assumptions that 
have been used for area planning. 
 
Colliers found weakness in all sectors of development, but concluded that this 
site will be well positioned when the economy improves.  Assumptions on the 
timeframe for development should be extended, but targeted marketing efforts 
should be initiated in order to counter misperceptions, raise awareness, and 
ensure that the site will be considered when the economy improves.  Rental 
housing can be expected to show strength more quickly than other areas and 
should be considered for early projects as a way to spur demand for owner-
occupied units later.  A mixed-use project with approximately 50% of land area 
devoted to residential uses would maximize development potential. 
 
Staff met with the City Council in a work session on February 24th.  Council 
members reacted positively to the Colliers study and accepted its recommendations.  They affirmed the 2005 
Framework Plan with a resolution passed at the regular meeting later that evening. 
 
Next Steps 
Staff will be working on updating maps, financial targets for each block and a marketing plan to solicit 
developer interest. 
 
NWQ Task Force 
The Council supported the disbanding of the NWQ Financial Task Force and recognizing members for their 
valuable service. 
 
Federal Funding  
On February 10th the Council hired the lobbying firm of Lockridge Grindal Nauen to represent the City in its 
attempts to secure federal funding for various NWQ projects.  For the FY 2010 annual appropriation bills, 
we submitted requests for (1) remediation of the former Northwest Refinery area, (2) geotechnical 
corrections on the east side, and (3) construction of east side roads.  In the coming months we plan to submit 
additional proposals for stimulus funds and transportation reauthorization legislation.   
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Dump Cleanup 
Veit continues to work on the dump closure project but at a slower pace than the previous month.  DEED has 
reimbursed the City for $1,256,000 out of the authorization of $2,600,000, and a request for an additional 
$188,000 is pending.  Work is expected to continue through the spring and summer. 
 
The resolution of support passed on February 24th has been sent to Metropolitan Council in an effort to 
obtain $1,400,000 in funding for the cleanup.  A grant was awarded to the City in June 2008 but later 
suspended because the agency was concerned about the City’s commitment to the plan that was the basis for 
the funding application. 
 
Railroad Cleanup 
Plans for cleanup of the Butcher’s Spur and associated team track were approved by MPCA.  There are 
several options varying by cost, timing, and end results; they will be weighed by staff and later presented for 
Council authorization.  No decisions have been made on the timing of any work, but $62,600 remains in the 
Metropolitan Council grant allocation for cleanup of the west side, and those funds must be expended by the 
end of the year. 
 
Post Office Demolition 
Asbestos abatement on the old post office building is scheduled for the week of March 9th, with fire training 
after that, and demolition in the latter half of March. 
 
Cell Tower Relocation 
AT&T Wireless countered our relocation offer with a proposal for the City to pay the cost of installing a new 
tower (but not the cost of the tower itself) and making the site operational with necessary equipment.  The 
Council will be discussing the proposal at a work session scheduled for March 10th. 
 


