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August – September 2009 

 

This issue of the Northwest Quadrant Report focuses on a number of 
important updates: 
 

 Marketing Effort Ramps Up 
 Dump Closure in Final Stages 
 City Taps Grant Funds 
 MPCA Offers Delisting Option for NW Refinery 
 Negotiations Continue for Railroad Wye 

 
Marketing Effort Ramps Up 
 
The City has hired New Brighton-based Risdall Marketing Group (RMG) 
to assist with “rebranding” of the Northwest Quadrant project.  Among the 
goals of this effort are to develop key messages or marketing themes, 
including a new project name, logo and tag line.   
 
RMG has identified a three phase strategy to rebranding.  The first phase 
will involve intake sessions with key community stakeholders and developers to collect their 
perceptions of the project, such as strengths and weaknesses.  The second phase will focus on 
developing the key messages and communication platforms for the future.  The last phase will be 
devoted to preparation of a new identity or project name. 
 
The rebranding process was one of the recommendations that came out of the Northwest 
Quadrant market feasibility study earlier this year.  Several experts have said that the Northwest 
Quadrant name lacks a connection to the city or its past and that now is the appropriate time to 
consider a name change.  
 
Dump Closure in Final Stages 
 
Work on the east side dump closure is nearing the final stages of completion.  Since the project 
began last, the prime contractor Veit Companies has completed slightly more than 80 percent of 
the project.  The landfill gas collection system and dump liner was installed earlier this summer and 
the work right now is focused on installation of clean cover.  In addition, the central storm water 
pond has been excavated.  Photographs of the construction work are shown on the next page. 
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NWQ (Looking South from Transoma Medical) 
 

 
 

NWQ (Base for Future East Side Ring Road) 
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City Taps Grant Funds for Dump Closure 
 
A little known fact is that the east side dump closure project has been largely funded with outside 
grant dollars.  Of the $5.0 million clean-up effort, the City has been reimbursed for $2.6 million by 
the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED).  In addition, the 
City will be seeking to collect $1.4 million from the Metropolitan Council’s Tax Base Revitalization 
program.  In 2006, the City received an appropriation of a state bond funds to help pay for sanitary 
sewer and storm sewer improvements in the NWQ.  Approximately $600,000 in funding will be 
applied toward eligible work on the east side.  These outside grant dollars represent critical 
resources that have helped make the project a reality.  
 
MPCA Offers Delisting Option for NW Refinery 
 
In mid-June, the City met with representatives from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA) to discuss progress the agency has made with Ashland Oil to help clean-up the former 
Northwest Refinery site.  The Northwest Refinery operated on a portion of the Midwest Asphalt 
property from the 1940’s to the early 1960’s (See Figure 1).  The site was listed by the state under 
the Superfund program several years ago.  In the 1990’s the State and Ashland negotiated to 
clean-up the site that included portions of Long Lake Regional Park.  However, the area on the 
former Midwest Asphalt property was not included in that remediation effort. 
 

 
 

Figure 1 
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Northwest Refinery (cont.) 
 
In 2006, the City acquired the Midwest Asphalt property and prepared a clean-up plan for the 
entire property, including the 8 acre former Northwest Refinery.  The clean-up plan called for 
installation of 4 to 6 feet of cover to provide a barrier against any contaminated soil.  In the winter 
of 2007, the City encountered refinery infrastructure during a search to abandon wells.  The MPCA 
subsequently requested that the City suspend its clean-up efforts until the situation could be 
evaluated. 
 
Since that time, the MPCA has requested that Ashland do a number of things, including a wetland 
investigation; a risk assessment of soil and ground water impacts; a work plan for removal of 
refinery pipes, tanks and other structures; and determination of risk and remedial plans.  Ashland 
has completed some of the work, but so far has not agreed to develop a work plan for removal of 
the buried refinery infrastructure.  To break the impasse, the MPCA has offered to transfer the site 
out of the Minnesota Superfund program and into a separate Large Facility Remediation Program 
using what is known as a compliance agreement.  This mechanism would allow for Ashland to 
clean-up of the site, but obtain certain liability assurances from the MPCA and the City.  Details of 
the agreement would need to be worked out.  At this point, the MPCA and the City are waiting for a 
response from Ashland to the latest proposal.   

 
Negotiations Continue for Railroad Wye 
 
Since 2005 the City has been working on the development of a southeast wye railroad connection 
between the Minnesota Commercial Railway and the Canadian Pacific Railway.   The junction is 
located between 1st Street SW and 1st Street NW.  The connection would help alleviate some of 
the freight train traffic that comes through New Brighton. 
 
In January of this year, the City finally closed on the purchase of the former Butcher’s Spur line 
and simultaneously sold a 1.5 acre parcel to the railroad for construction of a replacement track 
and the southeast wye track.  The negotiations stalled when the railroad discovered that the 
project would have significant real estate tax implications.  At that point, the City was asked to 
intervene and seek a legislative change that would exempt the wye track from taxation.  This past 
spring the State Legislature passed language as part of the omnibus tax bill that addressed this 
issue. 
 
Since then, the City has been trying finalize the legal agreements with the railroads and the State 
to move forward on the project.  The process has been complicated by the fact that the City must 
maintain an interest in the project (through an easement) to build the track.  All operational and 
maintenance responsibilities would belong to the railroad.  A layout of the project is shown on the 
next page as Figure 2. 
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Railroad Wye (cont.) 
 
If the legal agreements can be finalized this month, the City would go out for bids in September in 
hopes of completing the track this fall.  
 

 
 

About the Northwest Quadrant Report 

The Northwest Quadrant Report is a periodic update prepared by the City of New Brighton 
Community Development staff.  These reports are intended to supplement the City’s newsletter 
and website. 
 
For more information contact Grant Fernelius, Community Development Director at 651-638-2057 
(email: gfernelius@newbrightonmn.gov) or Dean Lotter, City Manager at 651-638-2041 (email: 
dlotter@newbrightonmn.gov). 
 
Your feedback is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 


