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Northwest Quadrant Vision  
To redevelop the 100 acres underutilized land at the intersection of I-694 and 35W into 
a mixed use village that will provide quality housing, businesses and services to 
complement the community of New Brighton and beyond. 
 

Updates from the Month of June 
 NB Newsroom:  The City’s electronic updating email system went “live” the first 

week of June.  Members of all City commissions should have received invitations to 
sign up for regular updates.  Staff will continue to work to add to the list of recipients 
and to improve and broaden the scope of information included. 

 
 NWQ Financial Task Force:  The Task Force met again on June 2nd and June 

16th.  At the June 16th meeting, Grant Fernelius continued a discussion on the past 
activities in the area.  There were additional questions about the scope of work the 
task force is expected to address, including whether the group should be reviewing 
the west side development proposals.  A joint meeting of the Council and the task 
force is set for July 7th. 

 
 West Side:  Staff is continuing to gather additional information on the projects 

developed by Stuart Corporation and Sherman Associates, the two finalists for 
developing Tract 1.  Dean, Grant, and David toured several Stuart properties on 
June 4th, a Sherman property on June 18th, and another Stuart property on June 
23rd.  We are also researching valuations of similar properties to be able to 
adequately project valuations for either of these proposals. 

 
Belair Excavating is nearing completion of its contract for removing contaminated materials and poor soil from the 
former Midwest Asphalt property.  Belair will also be demolishing the buildings on the former Ferrellgas property.   

 
The sale of the northern 0.80 acre of Ferrellgas to Ramsey County was delayed last week.  This area is mostly 
used for ponding and, therefore, not available for development.  The County obtained a grant from the state 
several years ago to enhance the entrance to Long Lake Regional Park which the property will be used for. 

 
The APi Group building is still expected to be finished and occupied in September.  The company has so far been 
unable to find a tenant for the small building on the north side of the site.  The foundation and utilities have been 
installed, but the developers are unwilling to proceed on construction until they have secured a major tenant.  They 
have offered to pay an unspecified amount to the City to offset our expected tax revenues that would be available 
if the building were completed and occupied.  The Council will need to direct staff on its desired course of action.  

 
 East Side:  The City was awarded $2.6 million from the state and $1.4 million from Metropolitan Council based on 

competitive applications submitted on May 1st.  Each award was for the amount we requested, and each was the 
largest grant awarded to any project in this round of the respective programs.  These funds will go a long way 
towards paying for the dump closure on the east side.  Bids will be solicited later this summer for possible start in 
the fall. 

 
Staff met again with the developers of the proposed “four-star” hotel on Block A.  The issue about the 200 feet of 
separation between the building and the remaining dump material will apparently be resolved by the developer 
shifting the building to the west.  The only remaining major issue is to resolve which party will pay for installing  
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pilings and beams needed to overcome geotechnical limitations.  This cost could run to $1 million or more.  The 
City Council’s position is that we are willing to reduce the land price to $500,000 as long as there are no additional 
deductions.  Members of the City Council and staff toured a Sheraton Hotel in Woodbury developed by the same 
group on Friday, June 27.  

 
Ryan Companies approached the City about responding to a request for proposals from Cummins Inc.  The 
company needs a site on which to construct 150,000-170,000 square feet of office space, probably on four stories, 
somewhere not too far from its large operation in Fridley.  They want to be able to move in by January 2010.  This 
timetable is apparently too fast for the Block B, since the dump closure work would start no sooner than this fall 
and continue for 9-12 months.  Ryan plans to suggest this site on an extended timeframe and also to mention the 
eastern portion of Tract 1 on the west side.  If the hotel project does not proceed, Block A would also be an option. 

 
Staff toured the nearly completed Transoma building (photo right) on Block C; it is very impressive.  Some staff is 
already in the building, setting up and calibrating sensitive equipment.  Plans are for the majority of workers to 
move the last week of July.  

 
AT&T Wireless submitted a site plan for a cell tower at Mission Foods, 1565 1st Ave. NW.  It appears that there will 
be zoning issues with the chosen location but they would be resolvable with a change to the code. 


