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New Brighton Development Update  
 

Updates from the Month of July 
 
 NB Newsroom:  The City electronic newsletter went “live” the first week of June.  

Members of all City commissions should have received invitations to sign up for 
regular updates.  There are now more than 220 subscribers. 

 
 NWQ Task Force:  The Northwest Quadrant Financial Task Force met again on 

July 7th in a joint session with the Council.  It was decided that the Task Force will 
review the development proposals for Tract 1 and the framework plan for the entire 
area.  At a meeting on July 21st, Jim Casserly and Greg Johnson of Krass Monroe, 
our public finance advisors, laid out the history and financial structure of our entire 
City development program and the assumptions for the NWQ “baseline” projection.  
Discussion of the model continued at the August 4th meeting. 

 
 West Side:  The Task Force and Council have received all of the information 

submitted by developers Stuart Corporation and Sherman Associates for Tract 1.  
Staff completed additional research to allow a better estimate of the valuation of the 
senior component of the Stuart proposal.  The Task Force has been charged with 
recommending how this tract should be developed, but no timetable has been set 
for the group or the Council. 

 
Belair Excavating’s work on the environmental cleanup of the Midwest Asphalt 
property is nearing completion.  The buildings at the former Ferrellgas property 
were demolished.   

 
The APi Group building is still expected to be finished and occupied in September.  Staff sent a proposal to the 
company regarding the small building planned for the north side of the site, but has not received a response.  The 
proposal allows the company to take additional time to secure a lead tenant and construct the building in exchange 
for offsetting tax revenues lost because of the delay.  
 

 East Side:  The recent grants from the state ($2.6 million) and Metropolitan Council ($1.4 million) are secured by 
agreements to be signed by the Mayor and City Manager.  The Council has directed staff to hold off on signing 
these agreements until there is an opportunity to discuss certain provisions with them.  The primary concern 
appears to involve the Met Council’s requirement to construct at least 20 affordable rental units as part of the 200 
rental units planned for the east side.  We will be discussing the situation at a work session on August 26th. 

 
The Council authorized the advertisement for bids for the dump closure project.  The contract would be awarded 
on September 9th, pending an acceptable plan for the sources of funding. 

 
 The development team for a proposed Sheraton hotel on Block A will be meeting with their financial backers 

sometime in August and plans to respond to the latest proposal by September 1st.  The compromise being 
considered would have the developer pay for costs of overcoming substandard soil conditions, but being partially 
reimbursed if the future valuation of the property exceeds a predetermined level.  
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Staff moved into the new Transoma Medical building, 119 14th St. NW, a few weeks earlier than expected.  

 
The Council approved a code amendment and site plan to allow AT&T Wireless to construct a new cell tower at 
Mission Foods, 1565 1st Ave. NW.  The tower is being displaced from the NWQ by future redevelopment plans.  
The parties are still working out the terms of a settlement agreement involving the City’s obligations to reimburse 
AT&T for expenses related to the relocation. 
 

 Railroad Team Track and Wye:  The construction of the new team track has been completed near 1st Ave. SW 
and some operations have been moved there.  There are still some details to work out regarding the abandonment 
of the Butcher’s Spur and the construction of the wye. 

 
 
Other Development News:   
 
 The warehouse expansion at Dalco Enterprises has been completed, but some site work remains.  A holding pond 

is required, but the results of environmental tests must first be obtained.  Dalco is located on one of the most 
severely contaminated areas of the former MacGillis &Gibbs site. 

 
 The office/showroom building that will include the post office carrier annex is still progressing.  Ryan Companies 

expects the building to be completed by mid-September and the U. S. Postal Service to move its backroom 
operations in late September.  Construction has begun on the post office retail building at Main Street Village.  It is 
expected to take 4-5 months to complete. 

 
 The 11,000-square-foot strip center at Brighton Village is now fully leased.  Acapulco Restaurante will be taking 

the three retail bays on the south end.  Acapulco was founded in 1997 and has other locations in Blaine, Stillwater, 
Coon Rapids, Woodbury, and Maplewood.  Other tenants in the center will include Subway (already open), 
Clocktower Liquors, and a dentist’s office. 

 
 The developers of the Hilton Homewood Suites at Highway 96 and Old Highway 8 received an important approval 

letter from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  Building plans are being reviewed. 
 
 A 4000-square-foot office building is being proposed for some surplus land along the north side of Palmer Drive, 

between the BP service station and The Garage.  Staff’s initial plan review suggests that there is insufficient space 
for parking.  Since there doesn’t appear to be any basis for granting a “hardship” variance, staff suggested that the 
developers redraw plans to conform to the zoning code. 

 


