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New Brighton Development Update  
 

Updates from the Months of September & October 
 
 NWQ Task Force:  The Northwest Quadrant financial task force has been meeting 

regularly.  They reviewed four proposals for a market study that was previously 
authorized by Council.  All four proposals included commercial (office), retail, 
owner-occupied housing, and rental housing components.  At their October 6th 
Meeting, the task force recommended to the City Council that Colliers International 
be selected.  At the October 7th Council Meeting, the Council authorized hiring 
Colliers International for a market study for the NWQ.  Colliers will analyze the 
markets for office space and housing (owner- and renter-occupied).  The contract 
calls for a completion date of no later than January 12th.  The NWQ task force will 
meet next on January 19, 2009 to review the results of the study 

 
 West Side:  APi Group moved into its new building in mid-September.  

 
Now that nearly all of the remediation work has been completed, staff is working to 
submit reimbursement requests to DEED and Metropolitan Council. 
 

 East Side:  The City Council approved the execution of the agreement with 
Metropolitan Council for $1,400,000 in environmental remediation funds.  Members 
were still concerned over the provision requiring 20 affordable rental units, but were 
advised that the agreement could only be amended if the original agreement were 
first signed.  The Metropolitan Council added one more condition, requesting that 
the market study be completed first, in order to demonstrate the viability of either the current framework plan or a 
new plan. 

  
The Council awarded the bid for the dump closure to Veit Construction.  Work is expected to begin on Block A in 
November, unaffected by the uncertainty of the Metropolitan Council grant. 

  
The hotel proposal for Block A was withdrawn.  The developers could not obtain acceptable proposals for 
financing, no doubt influenced by the turmoil in credit markets. 

 
Ryan Companies reports that Cummins is still considering various options and sites for its expansion plans.  We 
told them that Block A is now available, and contamination will be removed in time for spring 2009 construction.  
There are still reportedly four sites being considered, with an existing property in Fridley being added and a 
property in Roseville being no longer available. 

 
Staff is still trying to work out provisions of a settlement agreement with AT&T Wireless to relocate the cell tower 
from Block D to the Mission Foods property.  A court hearing scheduled for September 30th was postponed.  AT&T 
Wireless has not responded to our latest draft of a settlement agreement.  It appears that this project will be 
completed in the spring.  
 
The City received reimbursement from Ramsey County for the remaining $534,000 of the $725,000 Environmental 
Response Fund grant.  These were costs for removing contamination from the Mengelkoch and Anoka Co-op 
sites, and some consultant bills. 

Useful Links 
City Council 
Mayor Steve Larson 
Councilmembers: 
Gina Bauman 
Mary Burg 
Sharon Doffing 
David Phillips 

City Staff 
Dean Lotter, City 
Manager  
Grant Fernelius, 
Community Development 
Director 
David Black, Asst. 
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 Railroad Team Track:  The City received its No Association Determination letter from the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency regarding the Butcher’s Spur, which acknowledges that the City had no role in contaminating the 
property. There are two remaining issues to resolve in negotiations with the landowner, MT Properties.  The first is 
the billboard just west of I-35W; the railroad wants to retain the revenue for an extra year, but our contract with 
Ryan (for Transoma) requires that the billboard be removed as soon as possible after acquisition.  The other issue 
is the language about environmental indemnification.   

 
 
 Other Development News:  Ryan Companies has been issued its Certificate of Occupancy for the Post Office 

carrier annex building.  The retail building at Main Street Village is expected to be completed late this year.  The 
Post Office plans to move into both new buildings at the same time, in early 2009.   

 
A building permit was issued for the Hilton Homewood Suites at Highway 96 and Old Highway 8, and construction 
will begin soon. 
 
The Planning Commission suggested that an overlay district be established for the Brighton Village area, which 
would allow a reduced setback for the proposed retail building along Palmer Drive between BP Gas on Silver Lake 
Road and The Garage. 
 
The Planning Commission indicated they will approve an outdoor seating area proposed by the Eagles Club on 
Old Hwy 8 after a code amendment is processed.   
 
Bell Pole obtained site plan approval for an addition to its office building at 778 1st St. NW.  Building plans are 
being reviewed. 
 
Construction of a new addition for Cheetah Precision, 55 Mound Ave., is progressing nicely.   
 
Acapulco Restaurante at Brighton Village is proceeding.   
 
There is no work on the partially completed Rush Lake Office Building at Old Highway 8 and Highway 96.  

 


