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New Brighton Development Update

Updates from the Month of December

 NWQ Financial Information -- Good News: The City Council approved a
legislative agenda this past spring that included a request for special legislation
relating to the NWQ. This special legislation was approved by the state legislature
and among other things would allow for the pooling of TIF dollars from other
districts into the NWQ. All potential expenses associated with the NWQ project are
eligible to be paid with these dollars. As a result, the City has financial resources to
pay for debt service on the project for many years; as far as 2025 if needed.

 NWQ Financial Task Force: Colliers International continues to work on the market
study for the Northwest Quadrant that was sought by the Task Force. It is
anticipated that the report will be completed sometime in the first half of January,
and copies will be made available once the Task Force and City Council have
reviewed the report.

 Old Hwy 8 Construction: Paving work on the last phase of the Old Highway 8
reconstruction has been completed for the season. The realignment of 14th Street
was completed. The contractor intends to install signage and light standards in the
next few months, and complete the project (additional paving layer, landscaping) in
the spring.

 West Side: The Department of Employment & Economic Development has
approved The City’s reimbursement request for $1,031,150.00. There is still have $37,605.13 available, and this
will pay for a portion of continuing work to bring the site up to final grade.

Metropolitan Council staff is still reviewing documentation for a reimbursement of $623,900.00.

 East Side: Staff is working to finalize a purchase-and-exchange agreement with the railroads in time for
consideration by the Council some time in January 2009.

Veit Construction is continuing to work on the dump closure project in various areas on the east side.

No new information has been provided on the decision process by Cummins concerning their plans for additional
office space.

There have been no further negotiations between the City and AT&T Wireless regarding the cell tower that the City
needs to relocate from the former Darling site. Nevertheless, the company has applied for and received site plan
approval for the Mission Foods property, and recently submitted a building permit application.

Staff has requested reimbursement of approximately $660,000 from the 2006 special appropriation, for ponding
and drainage improvements. About $780,000 will remain in this allocation after this request.

 Other Development News: The Hilton Homewood Suites hotel at the corner of Old Hwy 8 and Hwy 96 is under
construction.
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 Business Survey: Staff has been considering various ways to enhance the level of services to the 600-or-so
businesses that operate in the City. Historically, the City’s economic development efforts have focused on the
redevelopment of contaminated sites to businesses to locate or expand in New Brighton. But, there have been
few efforts to support existing businesses. Occasionally staff receives calls from companies with expansion
plans or other financial needs, and the City has little to offer them. Several years ago, the City held quarterly
“Business Council” meetings, but these rarely attracted more than a handful of people.

Long-standing models for “business retention and expansion” programs suggest that a survey of businesses is
an appropriate first step to learn about needs and perhaps suggest appropriate programs. Community
Development staff intend to discuss this initiative with the Council in early 2009, after drafting a survey instrument
and developing some ideas on which businesses to contact and how best to reach them. (This project is
unrelated to the Twin Cities North Chamber’s survey, which will target a few local companies each year as part of
a larger, statewide project.) More information will be provided in the coming months.


