Winter Moth Presentation
September 21, 2017

A bit about the moth and
HOW TO MANAGE IT!!




Winter Moth History

Winter moth discovered in Nova Scotia in the 1930’s.
Landed on the radar in New England in Massachusetts
in the early 2000’s. Starting in the eastern part of the

State and quickly spreading Statewide, most of Rhode
Island, and of course Maine.

The first substantial outbreak in
Maine was recorded in 2011.



Winter Moth Life Cycle

Winter moth get its name from the time of year adults
are active. Adult moths emerge from the ground after
the first couple of frosts in November. Males tend to
congregate around lights and may be seen in swarms.
Males are winged and the females are wingless.







‘Baby’ Winter moth
caterpillar feeding on
leaves in opening bud.
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As the caterpillars mature their feeding activity
becomes more noticeable. Tree canopies may look

thin or whispy. As the caterpillars get larger they begin
to ‘balloon’ on strands of silk.
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Prior to emergence the banding of trees in your yard can
help reduce the amount of Winter moth caterpillars you
will have in your yard the following Spring.
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Tanglefoot may be purchased at your local hardware
store or garden center. Online sources are also
available.







It is a good idea to visit your band every few days once
moths begin to appear near outdoor lights. Bands may
quickly fill up with females (and males). If you have to
re-apply the Tanglefoot just apply it as a second layer
on the same base.
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Female moths will crawl over each other in an attempt

to climb up the tree.




Hiring a Professional

Properly licensed and insured contractors
may provide services to manage Winter moth
on your property.

The City maintains a State list of contractors on its
website under the Forestry Division page.









Comparisons Berween Tree Specie
YEWS PINES

& o Conagin &

-y VT

CYPRESSES WALNUTS HORSE CHESTNUTS HOLLIES

LI

WILLOWS & POPLARS

T

DEECIIES & OAKS ! ELMS
— B » Wi

MULBERRIES LAURELS I’LA’\'E.S I'EAN MAPLES

B e & 5 4




