
















November 13, 2025 

 

For decades, Ridgedale Middle School offered an extracurricular ‘ski club’ for middle school 
students with weekly trips leaving aŌer school that were chaperoned by teachers.  More 
recently, the Borough and the RecreaƟon Department, specifically, came to the aid of the ‘RMS 
Ski Club’ years ago when it faced challenges with administraƟon and processing of payments.  
EffecƟvely and as part of a great working relaƟonship between the two enƟƟes, the RMS Ski 
Club evolved into a ‘joint venture’ program between the Borough and the Board of EducaƟon 
with involvement from the RecreaƟon Director, a lead teacher at RMS who was appointed by 
the Borough as the ‘Program Lead’, some RMS staff as volunteers, parent volunteer chaperones 
and middle school students who were skiing.  The past two years the RMS teacher was a 
Borough-appointed ‘Program Lead’ and received a sƟpend from the registraƟon fees.  Years ago, 
parent volunteers skied themselves and assisted on the slopes should they spot anyone. 

On October 20th, the Florham Park RecreaƟon Department announced the sale of discounted liŌ 
Ɵckets for the upcoming ski season as a soluƟon to current concerns with last season’s ski club.  

Our Rec Director was fully prepared to move ahead with the 2026 Ski Program, as planned, as 
far back as September.  At that Ɵme, RMS advised our Rec Director of some limitaƟons on the 
program which included: 

 potenƟal personal liability / career concerns / workers comp liability for teachers as 
chaperones,  

 problems with logisƟcs of busses deparƟng Ridgedale Middle School, 
 inability to store of ski equipment at Ridgedale Middle School during the day of each 

trip,   

AddiƟonally, as we began to understand the broader ‘joint venture’ ski program that had 
evolved and what was happening on some ski trips, other concerns were also highlighted: 

 a quesƟon of where disciplinary acƟon stems from – the Borough or Ridgedale Middle 
School – should it be needed for student skiers?   

 adult chaperones allegedly drinking in the ski lodge while chaperoning trips. 

Following a meeƟng that I requested with a Board of EducaƟon member, some of these 
logisƟcal concerns magically started to disappear which was great news.  However, there are a 
few unresolved items as you can imagine.   



In the interest of safety on any potenƟal bus trip, the path forward for this season conƟnues to 
be offering discounted liŌ Ɵckets through the Rec Dept., while a more comprehensive review of 
restoring the bus trips can be evaluated and possibly returned next season. 

This decision to evolve the ski program into offering discounted liŌ Ɵckets was not made lightly.  
It was done aŌer conversaƟons with Ridgedale Middle School administraƟon & staff and in 
consultaƟon with the Florham Park RecreaƟon CommiƩee.  The Mayor and Council were also 
advised of the ski program’s change for the upcoming season prior to the communicaƟon being 
issued.  Offering discounted liŌ Ɵckets was viewed as the only possible path forward for the 
upcoming ski season in order to allow students some possible ski Ɵme while this list of concerns 
could be properly addressed and the future direcƟon of our ‘joint venture’ ski program 
determined.   

Maybe the Ski Club returns to being a full RMS extracurricular acƟvity again under the 
administraƟon of the Board of EducaƟon, if payment processing and administraƟon of the 
program can be resolved?  If RMS and administraƟon want to further remove themselves from 
the Ski Trips, maybe the Borough works with responsible parent volunteers to establish a 
Charter Ski Club of the Borough – similar to FP Baseball, Football or Soccer. 

While some have taken to trying to blame the RecreaƟon Dept., the Rec Director, the Rec 
CommiƩee, the Mayor & Council for ‘squashing’ the Ski Club, I would like to thank everyone 
involved for giving this proper Ɵme and aƩenƟon in the interest of offering trips that are safe, 
well-thought out, and come with proper, responsible governance in the interest of our youth.  
The RMS Ski Club is a terrific benefit to have living in Florham Park, one-hour away from ski 
slopes.  As we all know, skiing is also an individual sport that is spread across acres of mountains 
and inherently prone to injury.  We look forward to the future direcƟon of the Ski Program in 
the best interests of all involved. 






































































