FLORHAM PARK ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISION
Meeting Minutes – November 18, 2025
Members Present:  Mary Orloff, Sid Dvorkin, Ed Franko, Rich Hause, Caitlin Kendall, Kathleen Riordan, 
 and Stan Wisnewski.  
Members Absent:  Nicholas Cicarelli
Borough Engineering Department Liaison:  Kayla Kaplan, Engineering Assistant, did not attend.
Presiding:  Mary Orloff, Chair
Abbreviations Defined:
*EC = Environmental Commission
*CMA = Conservation Management Area
*CS = Contaminated Sites
*NJ DEP = New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
*SGL = Spring Garden Lake
*RMP = Recreation Master Plan
*FBP = Fish Brook Park
*F&W = Fish and Wildlife
*TT = Traction Trail

Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m.
Sunshine Law – Open Public Meeting Act Announcement:
Adequate notice of this meeting was given by filing with the Borough Clerk, posting on the Borough’s website calendar of meeting dates, and posting in the Florham Park EC Facebook Group.
The meeting opened to the public at 7:03 p.m.  No public was present.
Meeting Closed to the Public at 7:03 p.m.
The October minutes were approved unanimously.
New Business:
-2026 Meeting Dates - Approved dates for 2026 EC Meetings:  1/27, 2/24, 3/24, 4/28, 5/26, 6/23, 9/22, 10/27, 11/17
-Continuing Education – Discussed the option of programs through the Rutgers extension to provide EC members with more knowledge for our role. For example, a master gardener program to help us with planting and cultivating native species successfully at SGL. This may need to wait for late 2026 or 2027 based on scheduling, and we can investigate funding options. 
-2026 Events – Overviewed potential event options for 2026. This will include Earth Day and Arbor Day activities in spring 2026.
Old Business:
-ANJEC Grant/Shirts – The EC logo pattern has been decided.  The heron will be a grey-ish white color, and the logo will be on the left upper chest. Mr. Hause got pricing on black collared golf shirt option and a heather grey work shirt option (round or V-neck). The prices range from $20 - $30 each, for a total of around $500. We agreed it was smart to have both options, so we can best represent the EC at events. Ms. Orloff and Mr. Hause took our sizes. 
-SGL and Planting Updates – Motion was previously approved to allocate $15,000 for new floating wetlands for the lake. Ms. Orloff will request the breakdown on pricing from Princeton Hydro, as well as the removal of the three existing wetlands which are covered in invasive phragmites. Planting non-invasive plants and trees that also prevent erosion is a focus. We reviewed discussions with De Martinis about ordering ten native species trees and planting them at SGL; five trees on each side of the lake. The trees will include clump river birch, dogwood, and weeping willow. Relatedly, the pickerel weed that did not thrive at SGL will be replaced by viburnum shrubs. A motion to spend up to $1,000 was approved to purchase fencing, polls, and poll clips to protect the trees from deer. A motion to was approved to spend $50 was approved to purchase a sign for the fishing line disposal at SGL. We want to keep wildlife from getting tangled in the broken fishing line. 
-NJDEP Grant – The grant draft is completed. We are waiting for the pre-application meeting to take place with the NJDEP. 
-Morris County Trail Grant – Ms. Orloff previously shared that the design grant for improving the trails at SGL was approved by the grant committee. The trail grant has multiple steps or phases, and it is early in the process. The EC received the grant paperwork to sign and are working to obtain bids for the design of the trails. 
-NJUCF (New Jersey Urban Community Forestry) Tree Survey – Ms. Kaplan needs volunteer assistance with a townwide tree survey of trees on public property in the borough. This is required for FP’s liability insurance now that NJUCF has updated their requirements, and there are 27 miles of roads in FP. Ms. Orloff, Mr. Franko, and Mr. Hause continued volunteering surveying trees in early to mid-November. As we move from late fall into winter, the surveying will pause or be less active until spring is here.
-NJ Invasive Species Task Force – Through volunteers that work at Foote Pond in Morristown (which has been cleaned up over the last 7 years), Ms. Orloff was introduced to the NJ Invasive Species Task Force. They want to do a survey of SGL to help determine the best course of action against phragmites and other invasive species at the lake. Unfortunately, they are not available to do the survey this fall, so we will plan for spring 2026. 
-EC Volunteers Needed – We will continue to find ways to solicit volunteers for EC projects in 2026.  Can we find volunteers who need community service hours for school or boy or girl scouts?
-Social media – Please send anything we wish to post to Ms. Kendall.  
There is no EC Meeting for December 2025. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m.



