FLORHAM PARK ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISION
Meeting Minutes – September 30, 2025
Members Present:  Mary Orloff, Ed Franko, Rich Hause, Caitlin Kendall, and Katheleen Riordan.
Members Absent:  Nicholas Cicarelli, Sid Dvorkin, and Stan Wisnewski. 
Borough Engineering Department Liaison:  Kayla Kaplan, Engineering Assistant, attended via phone.
Presiding:  Mary Orloff, Chair
Abbreviations Defined:
*EC = Environmental Commission
*CMA = Conservation Management Area
*CS = Contaminated Sites
*NJ DEP = New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
*SGL = Spring Garden Lake
*RMP = Recreation Master Plan
*FBP = Fish Brook Park
*F&W = Fish and Wildlife
*TT = Traction Trail

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m.
Sunshine Law – Open Public Meeting Act Announcement:
Adequate notice of this meeting was given by filing with the Borough Clerk, posting on the Borough’s website calendar of meeting dates, and posting in the Florham Park EC Facebook Group.
The meeting opened to the public at 7:06 p.m.  No public was present.
Meeting Closed to the Public at 7:07 p.m.
The June minutes were approved unanimously.
New Business:
-NJUCF (New Jersey Urban Community Forestry) Tree Survey – Ms. Kaplan needs assistance with a townwide tree survey of trees on public property in the borough. This is required for FP’s liability insurance now that NJUCF has updated their requirements. Volunteers are needed; there are 27 miles of road in FP. They will be solicited for the tree survey in the next FP Quarterly Newsletter. Ms. Orloff, Mr. Franko, and Mr. Hause will be volunteering. A motion was approved to spend up to $100.00 to purchase lasers for measuring the trees to assist with surveying.  Ms. Orloff and Mr. Hause will also be attending CORE training, a tree symposium on October 16th in Atlantic City. 
Old Business:
-SGL and Planting Updates – Motion approved to allocate $15,000 for new floating wetlands for the lake. Planting non-invasive plants and trees that also prevent erosion is a focus this year. De Martinis has given the EC options of native trees; these are guaranteed for 1 year and we will fence them to prevent deer damage. A motion was approved to allocate $5,000 for 10 native trees for the lake. We also have a $1,500 credit for plants that did not do well last year. We will use these monies to try another test of pickerel weed, as well as arrow wood viburnum which is a four-season plant. SGL pollinator garden and biodiversity area discussion deferred to the October meeting.
-EC Membership Updates – Ms. Cueman moved out of state, so she had to resign from the EC. Brian Bill is looking to rejoin the EC, as alternate 2. Mr. Hause moves to being a full member and Mr. Franko is alternate 1. 
-Ridgedale Middle School – Update on the pollinator garden as the school year begins. Mr. Hause has done some cleaning and cleared paths. The botany club needs to do more maintenance. We will be following up with Mr. Eggelston to see if any supplies are needed to help the students with the upkeep.
-Morris County Trail Grant – Ms. Orloff submitted a grant application for improving the trails at SGL. Approval should be announced around October 1st. There will be an update at the October EC meeting.
-ANJEC Grant/Shirts – Logo pattern has been decided. Mr. Hause will send out an email to get further feedback on the placement of the logo (i.e. front of shirt vs. back of shirt) and potential color for the heron.
-FP Education Foundation Arts & Music Festival – The annual FP Education Foundation Arts & Music Festival will be Saturday, October 18, 2025. Ms. Orloff and Ms. Kendall will work the table which will feature the education wheel to spin and learn about the environment. $100.00 was approved to purchase Halloween candy to give out to the children. 
-Seminar at the FP Library – To raise awareness about stormwater for homeowners, we want to bring a speaker in that can be informative to the public. For example, to learn about rain gardens and what homeowners can do in their own yards. Ms. Orloff contacted Rutgers University for potential speakers and has not heard back. 
-Research Other Spending Options – as 2025 wraps up, we are researching other spending options for the 2025 budget. For example, more deer fencing for SGL to protect newer plants and trees.
-EC Volunteers Needed – This is an ongoing discussion and we are thinking of ways to engage more volunteers. Ms. Riordan is going to reach out to contacts.
-Social media – We have 211 followers on Facebook. Instagram continues to be a work in progress.  Please send anything we wish to post to Ms. Kendall.  
The next EC meeting will be on October 28, 2025.
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.



