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Board of Selectmen 
Municipal Office Complex 
Meeting Rooms 1 & 2 
VIA YOUTUBE LIVE 
April 8, 2020 
Special Meeting Minutes 
 
Selectmen Present:  R. Smith; T. Govert; C. Quinn 
Also Present:  L. Zemienieski  
Virtual Attendance:  D. Bergeron; M. Callahan; J. Dill; R. Dill; I. Haines; R. Masci; S. Wheeler and other 
members of the public 
 
 
1. First Selectman Smith called the Board of Selectmen’s meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. and the 

attendees said the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  

2. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting of March 4, 2020 and Special Meeting of March 7, 2020 
 
Motion made by Mr. Smith, seconded by Ms. Govert, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting 
of March 4, 2020 as written.  Unanimous aye. 
 
Motion made by Mr. Smith, seconded by Ms. Quinn, to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting 
of March 7, 2020 as written.  Unanimous aye. 

 
3. First Selectmen’s Report:   

 
Mr. Smith thanked all of the Town’s employees, residents and businesses for their cooperation and 
support during the coronavirus pandemic.  He reviewed where Town information could be found 
regarding COVID-19. 

 
4. New Business 

 
A. Budget Making Authority Resolution & Authorization to Adopt Budget and Set Mill Rate: 

 
Motion made by Mr. Smith, seconded by Ms. Quinn, to adopt the following resolution: 
 
RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 13 of Executive Order 7I issued by Governor Lamont on 
March 21, 2020, the Board of Selectmen does hereby authorize the Board of Finance, as the 
budget making authority of the Town of East Haddam, and authorize the budget making authority 
to adopt the budget for fiscal year 2020-2021 and to set the mill rate sufficient, in addition to the 
other estimated yearly income of the Town and in addition to such revenue surplus, if any, as may 
be appropriated, to pay the expenses of the Town for said fiscal year.  Unanimous aye. 
 

B. General Obligation Bond Refunding Resolution:  Mr. Smith explained that this resolution 
has been prepared to authorize the town to refund bonds when the market is favorable. 
 
Motion made by Board Member Smith, seconded by Board Member Govert, to adopt the 
following resolution: 
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WHEREAS, Section 7-370c of the Connecticut General Statutes provides authority for any 
municipality to issue refunding bonds for the payment, funding or refunding of bonds, notes or 
other obligations previously issued; and 

WHEREAS, Section 7-370c provides that such refunding bonds shall be authorized and issued by 
resolution of the legislative body of the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of East Haddam, Connecticut (the “Town”), desires to refund all or any 
portion of any one or more series of the Town’s outstanding general obligation bonds (the “Prior 
Bonds”). 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  

 (1) That the Town issue its general obligation bonds in the aggregate principal amount of up 
to $16,500,000 (the “Bonds”) to refund certain of the Prior Bonds and to finance such additional 
amounts as are needed to pay all fees, costs, expenses and redemption premium, if any, in 
connection with the refunding of the Prior Bonds and the authorization, issuance and sale of the 
Bonds, including, but not limited to, legal, advisory, printing and administrative expenses, 
underwriter’s discount, and expenses in connection with credit enhancement, if necessary, and the 
proceeds of the Bonds be appropriated for the foregoing purposes; provided, however, that the 
amount of the Bonds issued does not exceed the amount needed to refund the Prior Bonds and to 
pay the costs authorized herein. 

 (2) That the First Selectman, or a majority of the Board of Selectmen, and the Treasurer (the 
“Officials”) are hereby authorized to determine the date, rates of interest, principal payment 
amounts, maturities, dates of principal and interest payments, the form of such Bonds, the 
provisions for protecting and enforcing the rights and remedies of the holders of such Bonds and 
such other terms, conditions and particular matters regarding the Bonds and the issuance and 
securing thereof, all in accordance with the Connecticut General Statutes and the Charter of the 
Town, and to take such actions and execute such documents including, but not limited to, a contract 
of purchase, to provide all supporting documentation as may be necessary or desirable to 
accomplish such purposes and to comply with the requirements of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended, U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission Rule 15c2-12, and any other 
applicable provision of law thereto enabling.  The Bonds authorized hereby shall be general 
obligations of the Town secured by the full faith and credit of the Town.  

 (3) That the Bonds shall be signed by the Officials either by their genuine signatures or by 
facsimiles of such signatures printed on the Bonds and that the law firm of Updike, Kelly & 
Spellacy, P.C., Hartford, Connecticut, is designated as bond counsel to render an opinion approving 
the legality of the issuance of the Bonds.  

 (4) That the Officials are hereby authorized to designate a bank or trust company to be the 
certifying bank, registrar, escrow agent, transfer agent and paying agent for such Bonds; to provide 
for the keeping of a record of the Bonds; to designate a municipal advisor to the Town in connection 
with the sale of the Bonds; and to designate an underwriter in connection with any negotiated sale 
and purchase of the Bonds. 

 (5) That the Officials are authorized to sell the Bonds at a public or negotiated sale; to deliver 
the Bonds and to perform all other acts which are necessary or appropriate to issue the Bonds; to 
make representations and covenants on behalf of the Town for the benefit of the holders of the 
Bonds to provide secondary market disclosure information in accordance with U.S. Securities and 
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Exchange Commission Rule 15c2-12, as it may be amended from time to time, including, but not 
limited to, executing and delivering a continuing disclosure agreement; their respective approvals 
to be conclusively evidenced by their signature on any such agreements relating thereto. 

 (6) That the Officials are authorized to refund the Prior Bonds from the proceeds of the Bonds 
and other moneys as they may determine to make available for this purpose, and to defease the 
Prior Bonds by executing and delivering an escrow agreement in such form and upon such terms 
as they shall approve, such approval to be conclusively evidenced by their execution thereof. 

 (7) That the Officials are hereby authorized on behalf of the Town to make such 
representations and covenants for the benefit of the holders of the Bonds which are necessary or 
appropriate to ensure the exemption of interest on the Bonds from taxation under the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, including, but not limited to, covenants to pay rebates of 
investment earnings to the United States in future years; their respective approvals to be 
conclusively evidenced by their signature on any such agreements relating thereto. 

 (8) That the Officials be authorized to designate other officials or employees of the Town to 
take such actions and execute such documents, as are determined to be necessary or advisable and 
in the best interests of the Town in order to refund the Prior Bonds and to issue, sell and deliver the 
Bonds, and that the execution and delivery of such documents shall be conclusive evidence of such 
determination. 

Unanimous aye. 

C. Renewal of Grant Application with Middlesex Hospital for Paramedic Services:  Mr. Smith called 
the Board’s attention to a letter from Middlesex Hospital’s EMS Manager Santacroce, dated 
March 2, 2020, regarding the per capita charge for Paramedic Services to the Town residents.  He 
noted that there is no change to the charge and the Amendment to the Agreement extends the 
term of the Agreement by one year. 

 
Motion made by Mr. Smith, seconded by Ms. Quinn, that Robert R. Smith, First Selectman, is 
hereby authorized to sign a one-year renewal of the Grant Application with Middlesex Hospital 
for Paramedic Services with a term from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021.  Unanimous aye. 
 

D. Tax Refunds:  There were three tax refund considered at the meeting.  
 
Motion made by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Govert, to award tax refunds in the amounts as 
presented.  
 
• $242.02 to Nissan Infiniti LT, 
• $159.62 to Jennifer Yuris, and 
• $435.47 to Toyota Lease Trust. 
Unanimous aye.  
 
The Board took a brief recess at 7:29 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:38 p.m. 
 

5. Citizens’ Concerns/Public Comment:  The following citizens’ concerns/comments, which were 
submitted virtually, were addressed by Mr. Smith: 

 
• In response to a question submitted by Ms. I. Haines, Mr. Smith noted that municipalities do not 

have to make a decision on the state’s programs concerning tax deferral until April 25th.  He 
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advised that he will confer with Tax Collector Dill concerning the programs and the Board of 
Selectmen will make their decision at their next meeting on whether the town will participate in 
the deferment program, low interest rate program or both. 

 
• In response to a question submitted by Mr. D. Bergeron stating that campgrounds must currently 

follow state guidelines regarding social distancing and asking for the “Selectmen’s opinion as to 
whether campgrounds should [be] considered as an essential business and be allowed to open”.  
Mr. Smith read Mr. Bergeron’s email which further stated that, “There are full time campers out 
there that do not have a home base and are being locked out. Camping in open space can provide 
a healthy atmosphere avoid contact with others and be allowed to shelter in place”.  Mr. Smith 
stated he would reach out to the Town’s attorney for his input; however, he encouraged Mr. 
Bergeron to bring his concern to the Economic Development Commission and local legislators. 
 

• In response to a question submitted by Mr. M. Callahan suggesting that, “…in light of the current 
pandemic/economic crisis”, the Town consider a budget freeze, Mr. Smith noted that the Board 
of Selectmen had, earlier in this meeting, adopted a Resolution authorizing the Board of Finance 
to adopt a budget and set an appropriate mill rate.  Mr. Smith stated that the budget will be 
discussed in several on-line Board of Finance meetings and that he expects they will accept 
questions/comments/suggestions from the public via email or in written format.  He 
recommended Mr. Callahan submit his suggestion to the Board of Finance. 
 

• Mr. Smith read an email submitted by Ms. R. Masci, complimenting the Food Bank on its 
continued operation during these “uncertain times”.  Ms. Masci’s email praised “…the spirit of 
community and generosity that reminded me that no matter what, East Haddam residents care for 
each other”. 
 

• Mr. R. and Mrs. J. Dill submitted a suggestion that the Town take advantage of the Governor’s 
Executive order giving municipalities the flexibility to delay the budget process by 30 days.  The 
Dill’s email noted that the Town has “…had budgets in the past approved in the month of June 
after being defeated in May”, and questioned the need for the Resolution passed earlier in the 
meeting authorizing the Board of Finance as the Town’s budget making authority.  Mr. Smith 
noted that there are two or three issues involved with this.  The Governor’s Executive order gave 
the Towns the flexibility to authorize a budget making authority to adopt a budget and set the mill 
rate. He further explained that the issue is that there is no guarantee that an executive order would 
not extend the public restrictions which could push the budget to be approved after June 1 and in 
turn delaying getting the tax bills out until August.  He noted that the Board of Finance’s 
review/input has always been the final step in the budget process and stated that authorizing them 
to adopt the 2020-2021 budget and setting a sufficient mill rate without a public vote is a change 
to the process.  He further stated that the citizens will have the opportunity to be heard at the 
Public Hearing and we all have to believe that the Board of Finance will be working very hard 
along with the Boards of Education and Selectmen develop a sound budget in the best interest of 
the citizen’s. 

 
6. Adjournment:  There being no additional business to discuss, a motion was made by Mr. Smith, 

seconded by Ms. Govert, to adjourn the meeting at 7:47 p.m.  Unanimous aye. 
 
Recorded Respectfully submitted, 

Theresa Govert, Secretary 
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