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East Haddam Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Commission 

Land Use Office 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

June 16, 2020 
 

1. Call to Order  
 

The Regular Meeting of the East Haddam Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Commission was called to 

order by Mr. Dill at 7:32 PM at the Municipal Office Building.  

 

2. Attendance 

Members Present:  Randolph Dill (chairman), Mary Augustiny, Daniel Jahne, Jennifer 

Burton-Reeve 

Members Absent: Bryan Goff 

Also Present: James Ventres (Land Use Administrator) 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

Motion by Mr. Jahne to accept the minutes from the May 19, 2020 meeting as presented. Second 

by Ms. Burton-Reeve and unanimously approved.  

 

4. Bills 

 

None. 

 

5. Field Inspection Report  

 

Two sites were visited by Mr. Dill, Mr. Jahne, Ms. Burton-Reeve, Ms. Augustiny and Mr. Ventres. 

The properties were a parcel on the corner of Town Street and Daniels Road for a conservation 

easement discussion and the O’Connell Road property for open space consideration.  

 

6. Wetlands Permit Review 

 

a. New - #W20-04 – 44 Laurel Cove Road, Gary & Sharron Trombley, construct a 

dock in the upland review area.  Assessor’s Map 48, Lot 48.  
 

Mr. Ventres reviewed the provided package and site plan that is part of the file. The dock is a 

seasonal removable aluminum type dock, 24” long in length with 8” ramp to shore, depth at 

30 feet out is 5.5”. Dock needed for owner’s boat. Mr. Ventres noted need to schedule a site 

walk. 

 

Motion by Mr. Dill to schedule a field walk and continue the application # W20-04 44 

Laurel Cove Road, Gary and Sharron Trombley to the next meeting. Assessor’s Map 48, 

Lot 48. Second by Mr. Jahne and unanimously approved. 
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b. New - #W20-05 – 145 Lakeside Drive, Robert Traceski, construct a deck in the 

upland review area.  Assessor’s Map 58, Lot 85. 
 

Mr. Ventres reviewed the packet of information. In 2000, a 12’ x 36’ deck was requested and 

approved but never built. Now a 14’ x 36’ size deck is needed, due to realizing that the extra 

2’ is needed to provide movement around a table. A site walk is needed. 

 

Motion by Mr. Dill to schedule a field walk and continue the application #W20-05 – 145 

Lakeside Drive, Robert Traceski to the next meeting.  Assessor’s Map 58, Lot 85. Second by 

Ms. Burton-Reeve and approved.  

 

 

7. IWWC Enforcement Officer’s Report 

 

Mr. Ventres noted an East Haddam Colchester Turnpike wetlands issue that he has been working on. 

There is a land owner who dumped soil on a lot that is in a wetlands area, which infuriated two other 

lot owners as permission was not granted. Mr. Ventres talked with the owner and explained the 

issue, and the owner has remediated the issue. Mr. Ventres provided further information to the 

owner as to what procedure they should follow if they wanted to make changes to the site. 

 

Mr. Ventres noted that on Lakeside Dan’s, the water is down. The channel has not been re-dug as 

the culvert has been cleaned out. 

 

Mr. Dill asked Mr. Ventres for feedback on the reason for the town’s equipment on Beebe Road. Mr. 

Ventres stated that there is a beaver issue that needs to be remediated as it is causing damage on 

Beebe Road. 

 

8. Discussion 

 

a. Potential Open Space grant application 

 

Mr. Dill asked Mr. Ventres to provide feedback on what the IWWC needs to provide. Mr. 

Ventres stated that the State of CT is looking for every board and commission to weigh in if 

the land purchase meets various criteria set in place by the various boards and policies (i.e., 

Plan of Conservation and Development) in place.  

 

Mr. Dill provided some history on the property. It was a proposed sub-division property in the 

late 1980s. There was a big loop road that was going to be put into place. It was a challenging 

development property due to wetlands and upgrades to O’Connell Road improvements. Three 

lots were broken off and sold but did not require road improvements. Mr. Dill noted that after 

walking the property and looking at the wetlands and vernal pools, it’s a sensitive property. If 

someone were to try to build there, it would be very challenging.  

 

Mr. Dill’s main concern is where the town and country is economically. Purchasing this 

property removes another piece of property from the tax rolls. 
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Mr. Ventres noted that the Open Space Commission has let the property owners (there are 16 

owners at this point) know that the purchase needs to wait until there is a grant opportunity.  

 

Mr. Dill noted it is clear it meets the categories under the Plan of Conservation and 

Development. 

 

Ms. Augustiny asked Mr. Ventres if the Eightmile River can contribute any funds to the 

purchase. Mr. Ventres noted that that is a potential. 

 

Mr. Dill asked for clarity on what the IWWC needs to do. 

 

Mr. Ventres noted that the letter would highlight that this property purchase would further the 

goals of the IWWC by protecting wetlands and watercourses. Mr. Ventres will write the draft 

and send to Mr. Dill for review.  

 

Motion by Ms. Augustiny to create a letter noting the open space application on O’Connell 

Road Extension is worthy of consideration due to its IWWC qualities. Second by Mr. 

Jahne, and unanimously approved. 

 

b. Conservation Easement on land at the corner of Daniels Road and Town Street 

 

Mr. Dill provided information on the conservation easement by Mr. Jim Curtin on the corner 

of Daniels Road and Town Street to provide space for a Farmers Market. Mr. Curtin is 

looking for feedback on this proposal. There was discussion on the driveway and site lines 

and the ability to move it to protect the wetlands. 

 

Mr. Ventres suggested that perhaps a full functional value be determined, but a biologist/soil 

scientist would need to conduct the review. Mr. Ventres noted that right now the IWWC is a 

bit in the dark; it’s always been a field, and would need to be evaluated by a soil scientist. The 

whole watershed needs to be reviewed as well as the full wetlands areas as this lot is part of a 

larger wetlands area. 

 

Mr. Dill would like to have further review conducted on using the same driveway for both 

entering and exiting traffic. Mr. Dill also noted that putting a driveway thru the wetlands 

could be mitigated by using gravel, etc. instead of pavement. 

 

Mr. Ventres will create a GIS map of the drainage areas for the wetlands. Mr. Ventres will 

obtain further information on the access points but did note that a full functional wetlands 

value should be determined. There is a main wetland corridor remains a wetland corridor and 

only this piece would have the easement on it. The farmers’ market gets quite a bit of traffic 

all at once, and any wetlands would need to be well-protected to prevent people from driving 

over and into them. 

  

Mr. Dill noted that like any applications, the IWWC would like Mr. Curtin to review other 

options. There is not a huge amount of opposition but there are questions on if the driveway 

can be moved from impacting the wetlands, how the wetlands would be protected, and how a 

small “explosion” of traffic would be handled, etc.  
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There was discussion on what type of building would be needed, as well as the type of 

Farmers’ Market would be hosted there.  

 

Ms. Augustiny also noted that further discussion is contingent upon the State selling the 

property. While a full application would need to be provided once/if the sale is completed, the 

IWWC has provided initial feedback on the proposal. 

 

Mr. Dill asked Mr. Ventres to follow up with Mr. Curtin and provide the IWWC feedback to 

him.  

 

9. Adjournment 

 

Motion by Ms. Burton-Reeve to adjourn the meeting at 818:pm. Second by Mr. Jahne and 

unanimously approved.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shannon A. Goyette 

Recording Secretary 

 


