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East Haddam Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

Municipal Office Complex 

1 Plains Road, Moodus, CT 

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

June 2, 2020 

 

1. Call to Order  
 

Chairman Daigle called the meeting to order. 

 

2. Attendance 

 

Members Present:  J. Gregory Daigle, William Smith, Laurie Alt, and James Fennema, 

Members Absent:  Richard Fiala 

Others Attending:  James Ventres – Land Use Officer, and Carmen English 

 

3. Public Hearing 

 

A.  Appeal - #1122 – 85 Hedlund Road, Carmen English, requesting a variance to 

Section 10.1 of the East Haddam Zoning Regulations to construct an addition 21’ from 

the side property where 40’ are required. Assessor’s Map 05, Lot 13. 

 

Mr. Ventres pulled up the application and provided some of the public comment received. 

The owner of 87 Hedlund Road (Andrew Gates) wrote an email of support for the variance, 

noting that the addition will not change the character of the neighborhood.  Mr. English 

struggled with his audio so was not able to provide verbal comments. Mr. Daigle asked Mr. 

Fennema for comment, he had no questions. Ms. Alt had no questions. Mr. Smith had no 

questions. Mr. Daigle asked what the lot size is, and Mr. Ventres noted it is in a 2 acre zone 

and the lot is 2.1 acres but a long narrow lot. There have not been any other appeals against 

this house. Mr. Daigle confirmed the house is too close to the road (21’) and zoning requires 

40’. The addition is to an existing structure that is already outside the requirements.  

 

Motion by Mr. Daigle to close the public part of the hearing. Seconded by Ms. Alt, 

unanimously approved. 

 

Motion by Mr. Smith to grant Appeal #1122 due to the existing non-conformance of the 

house.  Seconded by Ms. Alt, unanimously approved.  

 

Mr. Ventres will include all necessary details in the letter of the necessary next steps. 

 

 

B.  Appeal - #1123 – 329 East Shore Drive, Michael Jacoby, requesting a variance to 

Section 10.1 of the East Haddam Zoning Regulations to construct an addition 20’ from 

the side property line where 25’ are required. Assessor’s Map 87, Lot 195.  
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Mr. Jacoby provided an overview of his request is, which is to square off one end of the 

house. The house is an older home with a small breezeway where they enter the house and a 

small addition added to it in the past. The addition was put on and didn’t move the existing 

electrical meter or take out a window. Mr. Jacoby would like to take the addition down and 

square it off with the original part of the house by extending it 3 feet which would put the 

addition closer to the property line. Mr. Ventres noted he has all the green cards for this 

appeal. Mr. Fennema noted he reviewed the request and had no questions. Mr. Smith 

confirmed that the breezeway is going to be removed and existing room and rebuild it all level 

with the original part of the home such that it looks like one house that flows better inside. 

Ms. Alt had no questions. Mr. Daigle confirmed a full foundation will be installed and the end 

of the house will be extended to mirror the width of the original house. The corner of the new 

addition to square off the house reduces the footage to the property line from 23’ to 20’. Mr. 

Smith asked if the height with the dormer will block anyone’s view. The neighbor across the 

street cannot see the lake already, and so no one else’s view is impeded. Mr. Ventres noted 

there are no objections from the neighbors. Mr. Jacoby talked with all the neighbors about this 

project as well.  

 

Motion by Ms. Alt to close the public part of the hearing. Seconded by Mr. Fennema 

and unanimously approved.  

 

Motion by Mr. Smith to approve Appeal #1123 since there is an existing hardship due to 

the way the house is positioned and no neighbors have any objections. Seconded by Mr. 

Fennema, unanimously approved. 

 

4. Minutes  

 

Motion by Mr. Smith to accept the February 4th minutes as presented. Seconded by Mr. Daigle, 

unanimously approved. Ms. Alt abstained. 

 

5. Bills 

 

No bills presented. 

 

6. Adjournment 

 

Motion by Ms. Alt to adjourn the meeting at 7:45pm. Second by Mr. Fennema and 

unanimously approved.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shannon A. Goyette 

Recording Secretary 

 

 


