
Goodspeed Airport Evaluation Committee 

Thursday, July 8, 2020 

Special Meeting Minutes - Approved 

 

 

 

Members in attendance:  Cameron Beard, Mike Callahan, Don Donner, Maryjane Malavasi, Jackie Nowell, 

Patty Stricker. 

 

Also in attendance:  East Haddam Land Use Administrator, James Ventres. 

 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance:  The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by Chairman 

Beard, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. Acceptance of Minutes:   

 

A. Motion made by Ms. Stricker and seconded by Mr. Callahan to approve the minutes of the 

Special Meeting of July2, 2020 as submitted. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Reports from Committee Members Regarding Activities Since Last Meeting: 

A. Discussed under other agenda items as appropriate.  

4. Discussion of Recent Correspondence with Property Owner: 

 

A. Chairman Beard reviewed his correspondence with Mr. Mellon.  In regards to a site visit and 

review of 3 years’ worth of financials statements, Mr. Mellon responded that due to current 

negotiations for the sale of the assets of the airport, he refused both requests at this time.  Mr. 

Mellon added that any future sale to the Town of East Haddam would be at a substantially higher 

price than what was proposed by him in 2019.  We are not clear what that means at this time. 

 

It was noted that a complete appraisal of the property could not be done under these 

circumstances.  Mr. Donner added that the appraiser declined to bid due to these circumstances.   

 

After discussion, it was agreed that the committee would work through what they can with the 

information that they have and are able to acquire. 

 

5. Discussion of Permissible Uses of Property 

A. Review of Easement Documents: 

Mr. Ventres gave a brief history of the airport.  He noted that the Assessor’s Office may have history 

of the number of planes housed there.  He noted that the Easements and the fact that the Airport is in 

a Flood Plain are two key issues.  He outlined potential uses of the property based on these 

considerations, including continuing its use as an airport, boardwalk, playing fields, and dock.  He 

noted there are piers and pre-existing permits for a dock which has the potential of a small-scale 

marina.  He noted that the road to the cottages runs along the shore and the easement does not allow 

for the road to be changed.  

 

  



B. Q&A with James Ventres 

i. Are there any environmental issues?  If an environmental study has been done, it would be 

available for inspection. 

 

ii. In response to a question from the Committee, Mr. Ventres stated that the Plan of 

Conservation and Development includes trails that would lead to Gillette’s Castle.   

 

iii. Is it possible to buy an easement from a 3rd party to make the boardwalk?  Yes. 

 

iv. Can we do an appraisal without getting on the property?  Yes, but it would not be a 

commercial appraisal as was originally discussed.   

 

v. Can we do a survey of current small municipal airports?  Yes, there is a listing online.   

 

vi. It was suggested that a review of other open space waterfront parcels over the last 5 years 

may provide a per-acre price. 

 

vii. Ms. Stricker suggested looking at Haddam Meadows as a guide to uses, restrictions, flood 

plain, and other issues.  She agreed to follow up on this. 

 

6. Citizen’s Concerns/Public Comment: 

A. The committee took a short break at 7:52 pm to accept public comment through email.  They 

reconvened at 7:59 pm.  There were none. 

 

7. New Business:  None. 

8. Setting Priorities for Next Meeting: 

A. Members will report back at the next meeting regarding tasks agreed to throughout the meeting. 

B. Motion made by Ms. Stricker and seconded by Mr. Callahan to cancel the July 15th meeting and 

hold their next meeting on July 22. 

 

9. Adjournment:  Motion made by Mr. Donner and seconded by Mr. Callahan to adjourn the meeting at 

8:01 PM.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Maryjane Malavasi 

Secretary 

 

 


