
 

 

 

TOWN OF EAST HADDAM 

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

June 22, 2020 

(Not yet approved by the Committee) 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Brady called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m. 

 

2. ATTENDANCE:  Will Brady, Chairman (HDC), Mary Augustiny (IWWC), and Mary Colpoys (East Haddam 

Land Trust), Rob Smith (Board of Selectman), Laurie Alt (Parks & Recreation), and Marilyn Gleeson 

(Conservation Commission). 

 

ABSENT:  Harvey Thomas (Board of Finance), Joe Albuquerque (Economic Development Commission), 

Susan Kinsman (Planning and Zoning Commission), Bryan Perry (Board of Education), and Vacancy (Ag 

Commission). 

 

OTHERS:  James Ventres, Land Use Administrator 

 

3. MINUTES:  Ms. Augustiny made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 24, 2020 meeting 

as presented.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Alt and carried by unanimous vote. 

 

4.  BILLS:  Mr. Ventres states that the bills for the appraisals have already been paid since the committee 

hasn’t met in 60 days. 

 

5. DISCUSSION:  Mr. Ventres stated that the grant application is almost complete minus a couple of 

letters of support from some boards and commissions.  He noted that the Board of Finance just 

authorized the submittal to the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.  

Due to the restrictions on meetings, all of the boards and commissions had to review this project at 

the very end of the submission period.  The grant is due on July 1, 2020.  It is not known when the 

grants will be awarded.  Mr. Ventres stated that this year’s grant application took much more review 

and it required the application to explain how the property fell into the goals and objective of the 

following; The town’s Plan of Conservation and Development, Town of East Haddam ordinances, local 

environmental group goals (ie. Eight Mile River Watershed and State of CT environmental objectives).  

The grant also requires a narrative and photo documentation on properties previously awarded grants 

through the Open Space program.  Mr. Ventres stated that the grant will be submitted by next week. 

 

Ms. Augustiny asked Selectman Smith about the status of the Goodspeed Airport Property.  

Selectman Smith noted that the Open Space Committee previously reviewed the property and noted 

that with the existing conservation easement on it, no more open space could be preserved.  



 

Selectmen Smith stated that he has formed a diverse committee to review the parcel for potential 

municipal uses with the existing easement in place.  He stated that the State of Connecticut and a 

company owned by Mr. Mellon have conservation easements over the property. 

 

6.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Ms. Augustiny made a motion to go into executive session and invite Mr. 

Ventres (Land Use Administrator).  The motion was seconded by Ms. Alt and carried by unanimous 

vote. 

 

Mr. Smith made a motion to go out of executive session.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Augustiny 

and carried by unanimous vote.  

 

No decisions were made and no votes takes. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Ms. Alt to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 pm.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Smith and carried by unanimous vote. 


