                                HISTORIC COMMISSION 
February 20, 2024 via ZOOM
​​​​​​​ATTENDANCE:




Present


Absent



Phyllis Angelo



X






Mike Ginch






X



Eric Model



X






Beth Chinigo



X






James Hoogstrate





X




Deborah Powell


X







Archivist Tyler Manuele








 Katelyn Nippes, Student Liaison
X





Liaison Barry Benson



X





Meeting Dates for 2024: 
1/30/24, 2/20/24, 3/26/24, 4/ 16/24, 5/28/24, 6/25/24, 9/24/24, 10/22/24 and 11/19 /24.  The meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of the Month except February, April and November this year.

Appointments to the Commission:
There is a new River Dell Student, Katelyn Nipples, who was appointed by the Council on January 5th. 

Reappointments to the Commission:
Mary Donohue   Class B- has resigned due to health issues.

Michael Ginch   Class C

Jim Hoogstrate has moved up to Class B - 2 Year term. 

River Dell Student Katelyn Nipples  - One-year term.

Beth was questioned if she got in touch with the archivist Tyler to work with him on the archives. Beth stated she will be connecting with Tyler and working with the QR codes Committee.

Councilman Benson was questioned if there are any relevant Council issues affecting the Commission and the renovation of the Borough and if there is “A new Timetable”   Councilman Barry said the timetable is tentatively Fall, there are new issues on the renovation.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Advised for local designation of historic homes they will have formal in-person hearings at the Borough, which the Borough Attorney would set the date.

The QR codes Committee was questioned if they met since the last formal meeting and if the Committee met with the Superintendent of the River Edge Board of Education regarding the QR Codes. Eric advised they are still working on design and cost.

The historically designated house at 788 Kinderkamack Rd. needs a new roof and belly windows. Phyllis contacted the County about historic windows and they said there is no place locally to get them.  Phyllis contacted the owner of the home to say that they can purchase windows at Home Depot. The new roofer will use the same material as is there presently.

There has been no progress about the Grant with the Boro and New Bridge. 

2024 Budget will include the Archivist continuing digitizing the archives, supplies, designation hearing, required workshops and material to mount QR codes on Street signs. $7450.00 same request as last year.  Phyllis spoke with the Borough, and they advised they will pay the Borough Attorney’s fees when a designation hearing is scheduled.
Instagram--Future Programs with River Dell. The teacher Interviews that are written need to be sent to the Archivist, Tyler Manuele. 

River Dell student Katelyn needs the email associated with the Instagram account for the Commission and then the Boro can change the password. The Borough does not know who set up the account. They may be able to set-up the account using the Facebook password. 

Eric stated there were no new local stores on Facebook this month.  
There have been no new information about the old bottles found at Summit and the Environmental Commission has not had another dig.
The Archivist Tyler Manuele has been working with the On-line ‘Omeika” Program.  To go online. It’s RiverEdgearchives.omeka.net.  Tags are Buildings, Architecture, house, and photographs.  Tyler continues to work with the new “Omeika” digital program. The Omeika Program has been renewed.  Mike has added protection to the Commission Computer with a flash drive. 

The River Edge Historic Survey is done for the County has been digitized by Tyler.
Oral Histories of resident’s young and old combined with a Library program.  Police Chief Walker, a hometown resident, has agreed to do an Oral History with the Commission but has not been interviewed yet.

The Baseball Exhibit held in October was very successful.  Thank you to Eric for the interview with the Donohue Brothers and Jim and Mike for producing the video of the interview, Joe at Yankee Stadium and including “Who’s on First.”

The 2024 Fall Exhibit at the Cultural Center will be “Remembering the Roots of River Edge from 1946-1964. The Post WWII Development of the Borough.” Some Members of the Historic Commission have agreed to work on this Exhibit as they did with the Baseball Exhibit. Some members’ families like Eric’s moved to River Edge in the 1950’s and Jim’s Grandparents moved to River Edge in the 1940’s.
The Annual CLG Report for the State needs to include the Members Summary.

New Bridge Landing Update.  Sunday, February 25th, there will be Washington’s Birthday Party at New Bridge with traditional singers and dancers.

The meetings will continue to be held via Zoom through 2024.

Next Meeting--- March 26, 2024.
