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	ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
&
GREEN TEAM

DATE/TIME/PLACE:   	March 19, 2024 via ZOOM 
					 

					Present			Absent
ENVIRONMENTAL MEMBERS:

Patty Almberg				X				

David Kraft					X				

Brian Mitchell							X	

Mary Daly								X	

Gary Barth					X				

Pam Gould					X				

Chris Caslin					X				

Laura Hoogstrate, Alt.			X				

Aditi Puri, Alt.							X					
[bookmark: _Hlk156471586]Councilwoman Klodiana Malellari 	X				




GREEN TEAM MEMBERS:		

Marie Papaleo							X	

Laura Hoogstrate, Env. Rep		X				

Chris Leishman							X	

Henry Semmler, Shade Tree 					X	

Mary Ann Komar, Rec. Rep.					X	

Elizabeth Brown, School Bd. Rep.					X	

Ally Matthews							X	

Michael Lam					X				

Shu Lam								X	

Kiera Caslin, RDHS Rep.			X				

Linda Mei					X				

Karen Glass								X		

Karen Clemments							X					
Noah Cole, Student Liaison			X				



PATTY ALMBERG:  Questioned Pam about the January 23rd Hackensack River Nation visioning session at Fairleigh Dickinson University in Teaneck that she attended.

PAM GOULD:  Advised they are looking at creating a river walk along the Hackensack River.  Stated they want to focus on the following areas: public education and outreach; access to the river; river clean-up and information about superfund areas of the river; green infrastructure and green economic development.

PATTY ALMBERG:  Stated to advise them the Commission does river cleanups twice a year and in July 2023 the Commission hosted their first RE Paddle Day on the Hackensack and would like to host it again.  

PAM GOULD:  Advised the next meeting is March 23rd and 9:30am-1pm, in person and via zoom.

PATTY ALMBERG:  Advised Laura, Linda and Pam attended the January 29th Sustainable Bergen Hub meeting in Waldwick. They all said it was good. 

PAM GOULD:  Stated they did a presentation on the Community Energy Outreach grant but there were a lot of components to it and did not think it would be something that River Edge could take on. 

LAURA HOOGSTRATE:  Stated they talked to Mark Olson from Ridgefield Park about having River Edge and Oradell volunteer at the Bergen County densifier in Ridgefield Park on Sunday, April 7th and Oradell will work the 10am-12pm shift and River Edge volunteers will work the 2pm-2pm shift. 

PATTY ALMBERG:  Questioned who was available to volunteer and so far it is Laura and Jim Hoosgstrate and asked anyone interested in volunteering to email her.

DAVID KRAFT:  Stated there was a mini-EPS/Styrofoam collection on February 3rd  in the community parking lot and himself, Laura and Linda and Kathy Drury from Oradell Green Team were all there for the collection. They filled 4 cars with the EPS, more than the collection in January. Advised on Sunday, February 4th they drove the EPS to the Ridgefield Park DPW where the County densifier is located.

PATTY ALMBERG:  Questioned Linda about how the March 5th Native Plant Society of NJ presentation at RE Library went. 

LINDA MEI:  Stated they had about 30 people attend and that the presenter was very informative and the attendees really enjoyed the program.

PATTY ALMBERG:  Stated that March 7th was the RDHS Junior Prom. The River Edge and Oradell Green Teams worked together to sponsor a Prom Box Return Program with River Dell Florists in Oradell and Delford Flowers in River Edge. 

KIERA CASLIN:  Stated she created the flier and sent it to the RD Junior class advisor and to Brian Pepe, RDHS principal. 

PATTY ALMBERG:  Stated the Oradell Green Team provided a $25 gift card to the winner at River Dell florists. The winner was Allessia Tartari. She spoke to Mary Kay at River Dell Florists who said they had approximately 50 prom boxes returned and they were so happy that they are going to buy a $15 gift card for a runner up prize.  Advised she contacted Delford flowers and they had about 10 prom boxes returned and the winner was Brendan Miceli.  The River Edge Green Team provided the $25 Dunkin gift card for this winner.  Stated both florists were extremely pleased at how well the program went and they would like to do it again for the RDHS Senior prom in June.

KIERA CASLIN:  Stated that she can help get the word out for this.

PATTY ALMBERG:  Questioned Pam if she attended any of the virtual ANJEC Fundamental for Environmental Commissions programs on March 12, 13, 14. 

PAM GOULD:  Advised she attended the ones in the evening and they were very informative.

PATTY ALMBERG:  Advised everyone about an upcoming program called the Climate Reality Project on April 12-14 in New York City. She will send out an email with the link and information https://www.climaterealityproject.org/new-york. Stated Brian Mitchell could not make tonight's meeting but he sent her information about the April 20 Second Chance Toy Drive. He has contacted the RE BOE and Cherry Hill School to secure the parking lot for the event. It will run from 9am-1pm and he is asking for volunteers. Chris Caslin volunteered and Marie Papaleo also volunteered in an email.  Advised April 27th  is the River Edge Run and last year there was discussion about having a table at it but it was a rainy day and they will see if they can have a table this year.  Advised the next Sustainable Bergen Hub meeting is April 29th. She will not be able to attend and asked if anyone else could. Laura and Linda said they might be able to.  She advised the Sustainable Jersey Summit in Holmdel will be on May 3rd and anyone interested in attending can check the website. It runs from 9am - 4pm.  Asked Pam to talk about the upcoming RE Shredding/Styrofoam collection event on Saturday, May 4th at RE DPW from 9am - 1pm. 

PAM GOULD:  Stated everything is all set and the Shredding is provided by the BCUA and that the DPW/Lisa Hessman secured the May 4th date.  Advised she is having hip surgery and is not sure if she will be able to attend and asked who could help out. Laura, Linda, and Chris all volunteered.

PATTY ALMBERG:  Questioned Laura how the Stormwater Education and Art Program is going with the 5th graders at Cherry Hill and Roosevelt. 

LAURA HOOGSTRATE:  Advised the education piece was completed in January and that the art contest is in progress. She spoke to Cherry Hill and they are almost finished and she is waiting to hear back from Roosevelt. She and the DPW will have to discuss how to prevent this in the future. Advised on May 25th there is a Hackensack River sweep with Oradell and New Milford and will have more details soon.

PATTY ALMBERG:  Stated they are still looking for ideas for things to put on the Kiosk by the boat ramp.  Advised they can use the Leo's (high schoolers) through the Lions Club as volunteers for the Toy Drive, Shredding/EPS Styrofoam collection and other events.

NOAH COLE:  Advised he will let the Boy Scouts know of any upcoming volunteer
opportunities.

PATTY ALMBERG:  Questioned what everyone thought about renewing their ANJEC membership. 

CHRIS CASLIN:  Stated that the Commission gets valuable information from them you don’t get anywhere else and it is a good resource for training, information, grants and what other municipalities are doing. 

All Members decided to renew this membership.

MEETING ADJOURNED
NEXT MEETING:  May 21, 2024
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