[image: ]








			                            
	[bookmark: _Hlk185840080]Chuck Dennie, PE
	Stephanie DerOhannessian, MB  
	 Eileen Ming, MPH, Sc.D.
	              Michael Davey, Esq.  
	   Giovanna Iacono, PE, MBA

	      CHAIRMAN
	                               VICE-CHAIR
	          SUPERVISOR
	           SUPERVISOR
	         SUPERVISOR


	
BETHEL TOWNSHIP
Delaware County, Pennsylvania
Resolution No. 2026-06

Emergency Management Coordinator Mutual Aid

Whereas, pursuant to 35 P.S. § 7502, each Pennsylvania local municipality has a single Emergency Management Coordinator ("EMC");

Whereas, EMCs are mandated to have certain statutory qualifications and training;

Whereas, this Board desires to enter into an intermunicipal agreement with the other municipalities party to Exhibit "A" to provide mutual aid in the event that the Bethel Township EMC is unavailable during an emergency event in the Township, or the scope of an emergency event is so grand that it would be beneficial for the Bethel Township EMC to have additional qualified personnel provide emergency management aid; 

Whereas, this Board deems it in the best interest of its residents and those of its neighboring municipalities for the Bethel Township EMC to be available to provide aid in analogous situations in such neighboring municipalities; 

Whereas, Bethel Township and the municipalities party to Exhibit "A" have worked to create the intermunicipal agreement set forth on that Exhibit to articulate the parameters for EMC mutual aid among those municipalities; and 

Whereas, pursuant to 53 Pa.C.S.A. § 2305, Pennsylvania municipalities have the power to inter into intergovernmental cooperative agreements by either ordinance or resolution. 

Now, therefore, be it Resolved that the Township is hereby authorized to enter into the Emergency Management Coordinator Mutual Aid Agreement (the "Agreement") set forth at Exhibit "A." 

Be it further Resolved that the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute the Agreement on the Township's behalf.

Resolved this 5th day of January 2026.

[EXECUTION TO FOLLOW]




			
						BETHEL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS



						__________________________________________
						Chair

Attest:


_____________________________
William Addison
Township Manager



EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATORMUTUAL AID AGREEMENT

THIS MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT (“Agreement”), made this ________ day of _______________,  20  , by and among the Delaware County, Pennsylvania municipalities of Bethel Township, Brookhaven Borough, Chadds Ford Township, Chester Heights Borough, Concord Township, Edgmont Township, Thornbury Township, and Middletown Township (the foregoing are each a “Municipality” and collectively the “Municipalities”)

BACKGROUND

WHEREAS, each of the Municipalities is a municipal corporation duly existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and each Municipality is a political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (the “Commonwealth”); and

WHEREAS, each Municipality is responsible for the health, safety, and welfare of its residents; and

WHEREAS, each Municipality is empowered by the Commonwealth to enter into contracts to provide adequate levels of emergency services for the maintenance and protection of its citizens, and

WHEREAS, each Municipality aims to enter into this Agreement to establish the provision of Emergency Management Coordinator(s) (each referred to individually as an "EMC" and collectively as the "EMCs") and/or emergency management appointed staff, as designated by the Municipality, in the event of a local disaster or other emergency; and

WHEREAS, each Municipality, in accordance with the provisions of Pennsylvania Act 35, specifically Section 7504 of Title 35 [35 Pa. C.S. § 7504], seeks to enhance their emergency management resources and enters into this Agreement to strengthen their collective capabilities through EMCs and their designated staff.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements contained herein, each of the Municipalities hereto, for themselves, their successors, and assigns, herby covenant and agree as follows:

1. Definitions.

A. “Aid and Assistance” shall include, the provision of EMC and/or emergency management appointed staff, as designated by the Municipality, specifically in response to local disasters or emergencies.

B. “Authorized Representative” shall mean an official of a Municipality party to this Agreement, who has been authorized, in writing, by that Municipality pursuant to the terms of this Agreement, to request, offer, or provide aid and assistance under the terms of this Agreement, strictly limited to emergency management functions through EMCs or designated staff.

C. “Emergency Event” shall mean the occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, loss of life or property, including those resulting from a natural event or series of natural events, environmental hazmat incidents, utility interruption, pandemic, explosions, fires, collapses, or any other incident which directly affects public safety and falls under the jurisdiction of emergency management staff.

D. “Employee” shall refer specifically to the EMC and/or emergency management appointed staff, as designated by the Municipality.

E. “Provider” shall mean a Municipality that has received a request to furnish EMCs and/or appointed emergency management staff as aid and assistance to the party in need (“Recipient”).

F. “Recipient” shall mean a Municipality receiving aid and assistance in the form of EMCs and/or emergency management appointed staff from another Municipality.

2. Obligation for Mutual Aid and Assistance.     Provision of EMC Aid and Assistance – Pursuant to the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement, each of the Municipalities may provide each other with aid and assistance in the event of a local disaster or emergency.  It is mutually understood that each Municipality’s foremost responsibility is to its own citizens. This Agreement shall not be construed to impose an absolute obligation on any Municipality to provide aid and assistance. Accordingly, when aid and assistance have been requested, a Municipality may deem itself unavailable to respond and shall so inform the Municipality making the request.

3. Procedures for Requesting Aid and Assistance.     Requests for aid and assistance shall be made by contacting the Delaware County 911 Center through its established activation protocols and procedures. 

4. Designation of Authorized Representative.     Each Municipality shall designate one (1) or more Authorized Representatives. Such designation shall be communicated, in writing, to the other Municipalities upon the execution of this Agreement. Such designation may be amended at any time by a Municipality with timely written notice provided to each party Municipality.

5. Supervision and Control.     The Provider shall designate one (1) or more EMCs and/or emergency management staff for the purpose of providing aid and assistance. The Recipient shall act as the lead EMC and shall have the responsibility for coordination of the emergency event. 

6. Period of Service; Renewability; Recall.     The terms regarding the duration of service, renewability, and recall of EMCs or appointed emergency management staff shall be determined on a case-by-case basis and clearly communicated between the Recipient and the Provider before aid and assistance are provided. If the Provider’s personnel need to be recalled, appropriate notice shall be given to the Recipient unless circumstances make such notice impracticable.

7. Reimbursement.     Except as otherwise provided in the following provisions as set forth in this section, it is understood that Recipient shall reimburse Provider for the following costs and expenses as a result of providing aid and assistance to Recipient.

A. Personnel – Recipient shall be required to reimburse the Provider a flat rate of $25.00 per hour, including travel time to and from the emergency event. 

B. Mileage – Recipient shall pay for mileage reimbursement for travel to and from the emergency area and any required travel during the emergency event. 

8. Record Keeping.     Records related to EMCs and/or appointed emergency management staff's hours, expenses, and mileage shall be maintained and provided in detail for reimbursement.

9. Rights and Privileges.     Whenever Provider’s employees are rendering aid and assistance pursuant to this Agreement, such employees shall remain the responsibility of the Provider and take direction from the Recipient’s Authorized Representative, unless otherwise directed, performing their duties within the geographic limits of the Recipient.

10. Insurance Coverage.     Insurance coverage shall be provided in accordance with the terms as set forth in this section. 

A. 	Workers’ Compensation – Recipient shall not be responsible for reimbursing any amounts paid or due as benefits to Provider’s employees due to personal injury or death occurring during the periods of time such employees are engaged in the rendering of aid and assistance under this Agreement. It is mutually understood that Recipient and Provider shall be responsible for payment of such workers’ compensation benefits only to their own respective employees.

B. Indemnification – To the extent that immunity does not apply, each Municipality shall bear the risk of its own actions, as it does with its day-to-day operations, and determine for itself what kinds of insurance, and in what amounts, it should carry. Each Municipality understands and agrees that any insurance protection obtained shall in no way limit its financial responsibility under this Agreement.

C. Liability Insurance – Each Municipality agrees to furnish adequate Liability Insurance. 


11. Modification of Agreement.     This Agreement may be modified subject to the following provisions in this section.

A. Content Modifications – Modifications to the content of the Agreement may be made subject to review and mutual consent by the Municipalities and accepted and no later than December 1st of each year – ensuring time for formal approval by elected officials. 

B. Addition of Municipalities – Additional municipalities may become parties to this Agreement upon the approval of the existing Municipalities and written acceptance and execution of this Agreement.

12. Term.     This Agreement shall be for a term of one (1) year from the date of execution by all Municipalities, unless renewed or terminated in accordance with the provisions in this section.

A. This Agreement may be extended for an additional one (1) year term subject to written agreement of the parties hereto.

B. Any Municipality may terminate its participation in this Agreement upon thirty (30) days' written notice to the other Municipalities. Termination by one (1) Municipality shall not terminate this Agreement as to the remaining Municipalities.

C. This Agreement shall terminate in the event that a majority in number of the Municipalities shall determine in writing to terminate the Agreement.

D. Termination shall not affect the obligation of any terminating Municipality to reimburse another Municipality(ies) for the costs and expenses of rendering aid and assistance incurred prior to the effective date of termination.

E. Upon withdrawal of a Municipality, no aid and assistance shall be provided to the withdrawing Municipality by any other Municipality pursuant to this Agreement after the effective date of termination. However, nothing herein shall prevent a Municipality from providing aid and assistance to the withdrawing Municipality under separate terms and conditions as mutually agreed upon by the parties.

13. Adoption.     This Agreement shall be adopted and authorized by each of the Municipalities by official action before it becomes effective. A fully executed copy of the Agreement shall be provided to each Municipality.

14. Severability.     Should any clause, sentence, provision, paragraph, or other part of this Agreement be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of this Agreement. In the event that any parties to this Agreement have entered into other mutual aid and assistance agreements, those parties agree that, to the extent a request for aid and assistance is made pursuant to this Agreement, those prior agreements are superseded by this Agreement.

15. Counterpart Execution.     This Agreement may be executed in one (1) or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument.  This Agreement may be executed on signature pages exchanged by facsimile or other electronic means, in which event a Party shall promptly deliver to the other party such number of original executed copies as the others may reasonably request.

16. Effective Date.     This Agreement shall take effect upon its execution by the last of the parties hereto.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Municipalities hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year above written.






























***SIGNATURE PAGES TO FOLLOW***
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BETHEL TOWNSHIP, DELAWARE COUNTY


ATTEST:							TOWNSHIP OFFICIAL:


_______________________________ 			__________________________________
Signature:							Signature:


_______________________________			__________________________________
Print Name:							Print Name:


_______________________________			__________________________________
Title:								Title:



(Township Seal)
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