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Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
of the Village of Nyack Board of Trustees 

Held at Village Hall at 7:00 pm on Thursday, May 7, 2026 
 

 
Present: Joseph Rand, Mayor  
 Pascale Jean-Gilles, Trustee 
 Donna Lightfoot Cooper 
 Joseph Carlin, Trustee 
 Nathalie Riobe-Taylor, Trustee 
   
Also Present: Andrew Stewart, Village Administrator 
   
Absent:  Dennis Michaels, Village Attorney 
 Linda Donnelly, Village Clerk 
  
   
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor’s Introduction 
 
•  Reported that the Parking Authority met earlier; no major updates. 
•  Offered Mother’s Day wishes to all celebrating and expressed support for those who may find 

the day difficult. 
•  Announced that the Village has ordered the new six-person electric shuttle (“the Hoppy”); 

delivery date pending. 
•  Thanked Trustee Carlin for organizing the Keep Rockland Beautiful Cleanup event and the 

volunteers who participated. 
•  Highlighted upcoming events: 

o South Nyack Walk Through History 
o Street Fair – May 17 
o Memorial Day Parade – May 25 
o African-American Day Parade – June 6 
o Firefighter Parade – June 14 
o Pride Parade & Festival – June 14 

 
COMMENTS FROM THE VILLAGE BOARD 
 
Trustee Carlin – Thanked the volunteers who participated in the Keep Rockland Beautiful 
Cleanup, noting that about 70 people took part and approximately 40 bags of garbage were 
collected. 
 
Trustee Jean-Gilles – Thanked the Water Department for their work addressing two water main 
breaks in South Nyack, noting that the situation was handled well and affected residents received 
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water.  She added that the boil-water advisory has been lifted and expressed appreciation to Tom 
and the department staff for their efforts. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
NexAmp – Community Solar Promotion Partnership 

Explained that once a customer receives a credit, it can be purchased back at a fixed discount creating the 
savings.  Standard households receive a 10% discount, while eligible low-income households receive a 20% 
discount, verified through participation in qualifying social benefit programs.  Board requested sample bills. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Robert Lord – Thank you for Shoreline Path Project; concerned about e-bikes 
 
Ari Rosenblum – Antisemitic violence is a growing problem; many Jewish institutions are spending 
a lot on security; appreciation for Board support. 

Dori Horowitz – Concern about noisy motorcycles 

Barbara Cramm and Brian Murrell – Edward Hopper House events 

Bill Batson – Chamber project on World Cup 

 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES – 04/23/2026  
 
On motion of Trustee Jean-Gilles, seconded by Trustee Riobe-Taylor.  The minutes of the meeting 
held on 04/23/2026 were accepted as presented. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-85 – ACCEPTING AUDITED VOUCHER SUMMARY 
 
The following resolution was offered by Trustee Carlin, seconded by Trustee Riobe-Taylor. 
 

WHEREAS, the Audited Voucher Summary was presented to the Nyack Village Board of 
Trustees at its regularly scheduled meeting of May 7, 2026. 

 
RESOLVED, the General Fund Claims set forth on Pages 1 through 11 in the below listed 

amounts are approved for payment:  
 

GENERAL FUND $88,369.40 
NYACK PARKING AUTHORITY $11,133.39 
WATER FUND $21,521.77 
CAPITAL PROJECTS $34,723.25 
TRUST AND AGENCY FUND $     510.00 
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On roll call the vote was as follows: 
 

Trustee Jean-Gilles . . . . . . . Yes 
Trustee Lightfoot Cooper . . Yes 

Trustee Riobe-Taylor . . . . . Yes  
Mayor Rand . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

Trustee Carlin. . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-86 – SET A PUBLIC HEARING TO AMEND CHAPTER 360-
3.2(b)(11)(C) TO REPEAL LOCAL LAWS #2 AND #7 OF 2025 
 
The following resolution was offered by Trustee Carlin, seconded by Trustee Riobe-Taylor. 
 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Nyack sets a public hearing to 
consider a proposed local law to repeal local laws #2 and #7 to amend Chapter 360-3.2(B)(11)(c) 
so as to refer and defer to New York State’s preemptive regulations and laws regarding proximity 
and distances for cannabis dispensaries, to take place at Village Hall on Thursday, May 21, 2026, 
at 7:30 PM. 

 
On roll call the vote was as follows: 
 

Trustee Jean-Gilles . . . . . . . Yes 
Trustee Lightfoot Cooper . . Yes 

Trustee Riobe-Taylor . . . . . Absent 
Mayor Rand . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

Trustee Carlin. . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-87 – SET A PUBLIC HEARING TO AMEND CHAPTER 360 
(ZONING) OF THE CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF NYACK REGARDING ADAPTIVE 
REUSE 
 
The following resolution was offered by Trustee Carlin, seconded by Trustee Jean-Gilles. 
 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Nyack sets a public hearing to 
consider a proposed local law to amend Chapter 360 (Zoning) of the Code of the Village of Nyack 
so as to add provisions regarding adaptive reuse of eligible religious and/or educational buildings 
and uses, for the purpose of constructing multi-family dwellings, to take place at Village Hall on 
Thursday, June 11, 2026, at 8:00 PM. 

 
On roll call the vote was as follows: 
 

Trustee Jean-Gilles . . . . . . . Yes 
Trustee Lightfoot Cooper . . Yes  

Trustee Riobe-Taylor . . . . . Yes 
Mayor Rand . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

Trustee Carlin. . . . . . . . . . . Yes 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-88 – APPROVE A PERMIT APPLICATION FROM HOPE 
WADE FOR A DOG SHOW EVENT ON NORTH BROADWAY 
 
The following resolution was offered by Trustee Lightfoot Cooper, seconded by Trustee Jean-
Gilles. 
 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Nyack authorizes the issuance of a 
special event permit to Hope Wade for a street closure of N Broadway, from the Chase Bank 
driveway north to High Ave, on Saturday, July 18, with a rain date of July 25, with DPW costs to 
be paid by Hope Wade. 

 
On roll call the vote was as follows: 
 

Trustee Jean-Gilles . . . . . . . Yes 
Trustee Lightfoot Cooper . . Yes 

Trustee Riobe-Taylor . . . . . Yes 
Mayor Rand . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

Trustee Carlin. . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-89 – ADOPT REVISED PRICING FOR PARK AMENITY 
SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM FOR THE SHORELINE PATH PROJECT 

 
The following resolution was offered by Trustee Riobe-Taylor, seconded by Trustee Lightfoot 
Cooper. 
 
 WHEREAS, Village consultants have provided new information regarding actual costs of 
park amenities offered for sponsorship via prior resolution 2026-58, 
  

RESOLVED, fees are the following:  
 

• 8’ Bench:  $4,000  
• 6’ Bench:  $3,750  
• 8’ Picnic Table:  $4,180  
• 6’ Picnic Table:  $3,580  
• Chess Table:  $4,100 
• Tree:  $1,900  

 
On roll call the vote was as follows: 
 

Trustee Jean-Gilles . . . . . . . Yes 
Trustee Lightfoot Cooper . . Yes 

Trustee Riobe-Taylor . . . . . Yes 
Mayor Rand . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

Trustee Carlin. . . . . . . . . . . Yes 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-90 – APPROVE A PERMIT APPLICATION FROM ANDRE 
SMITH FOR A CANCER AWARENESS EVENT IN MEMORIAL PARK, SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 16, 2026.  
 
The following resolution was offered by Trustee Lightfoot Cooper, seconded by Trustee Carlin. 
 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Nyack authorizes the issuance of a 
special event permit to Andre Smith for a cancer awareness event in Memorial Park, Saturday, 
August 16, 2026 (rain date August 23). 
 
On roll call the vote was as follows: 
 

Trustee Jean-Gilles . . . . . . . Yes 
Trustee Lightfoot Cooper . . Yes 

Trustee Riobe-Taylor . . . . . Yes 
Mayor Rand . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

Trustee Carlin. . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-91 – APPROVE A PERMIT APPLICATION FROM PHIL 
DONNELLY, YMCA, FOR A FREE “LEARN TO BIKE DAY” IN MEMORIAL PARK, 
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2026  
 
The following resolution was offered by Trustee Riobe-Taylor, seconded by Trustee Carlin. 
 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Nyack authorizes the issuance of a 
special event permit to Phil Donnelly, YMCA, for a free “Learn to Bike Day” in Memorial Park, 
9 AM – 1 PM, Saturday, July 11, 2026 (rain date July 12, 2026). 
 
On roll call the vote was as follows: 
 

Trustee Jean-Gilles . . . . . . . Yes 
Trustee Lightfoot Cooper . . Yes  

Trustee Riobe-Taylor . . . . . Yes 
Mayor Rand . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

Trustee Carlin. . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-92 – APPROVE A PERMIT APPLICATION FROM NYACK 
PARKS CONSERVANCY FOR MUSIC ON THE HUDSON, TUESDAYS IN JULY, 2026  
 
The following resolution was offered by Trustee Lightfoot-Cooper, seconded by Trustee Riobe-
Taylor. 
 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Nyack authorizes the issuance of a 
special event permit to the Nyack Parks Conservancy for Tuesday evening concerts in Memorial 
Park during the month of July 2026. 
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Trustee Carlin - Big Band is scheduled to perform on July 3.  He is checking their availability to set 
a possible rain date, likely on a Tuesday. 

 
On roll call the vote was as follows: 
 

Trustee Jean-Gilles . . . . . . . Yes 
Trustee Lightfoot Cooper . . Yes 

Trustee Riobe-Taylor . . . . . Yes 
Mayor Rand . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

Trustee Carlin. . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-93 – APPROVE A TAX WARRANT FOR FY 2026-2027 
 
The following resolution was offered by Trustee Riobe-Taylor, seconded by Trustee Carlin. 
 

RESOLVED, the Village Treasurer is hereby directed to receive and collect from the 
several persons named in the Village tax rolls, the several sums stated in the 2026-2027 tax roll 
opposite their respective names, being a total of $ 4,606,650.42 for the following purpose:  

 
FOR THE CURRENT BUDGET: $4,520,940.00  
DELINQUENT WATER:  $     84,067.26  
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE : $       1,643.16  

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Village Treasurer is hereby directed to receive and 
collect such sums without additional charge between the 1st of June and the 1st of July 2026, both 
inclusive and thereafter collected an additional charge of five (5%) for the first 30 days and one 
(1%) additional for each 30 days thereafter. 
 
On roll call the vote was as follows: 
 

Trustee Jean-Gilles . . . . . . . Yes 
Trustee Lightfoot Cooper . . Yes 

Trustee Riobe-Taylor . . . . . Yes  
Mayor Rand . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

Trustee Carlin. . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-94 – APPROVING A PERMIT APPLICATION FOR A 
HAITIAN FLAG DAY EVENT AT HEZEKIAH EASTER VETERANS SQUARE 
 
The following resolution was offered by Trustee Riobe-Taylor, seconded by Trustee Carlin. 
 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Nyack approves a park permit 
application from Pastor Joseph to hold a Haitian Flag Day event at Hezekiah Easter Veterans 
Square Park, on Monday, May 18, from 4-7 PM, including live music and a food truck. 
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On roll call the vote was as follows: 
 

Trustee Jean-Gilles . . . . . . . Yes 
Trustee Lightfoot Cooper . . Yes 

Trustee Riobe-Taylor . . . . . Yes  
Mayor Rand . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

Trustee Carlin. . . . . . . . . . . Yes 

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS (based on availability) 
 
Orangetown Police Department – Trustee Carlin reported complaints about late-night noise and 
unsafe behavior near the restaurant at Main and North Mill and said police patrols are needed when 
it closes around 3 a.m. 
 
 
 
Village Administrator – Thanked the Friends of the Nyack Library for providing and installing a 
new mini-library box in the playground to replace the prior one.  He noted that volunteers from 
the Pollinators and Parks will be planting flowers around the 9/11 memorial this weekend.  He also 
highlighted the Water Department and Fletcher Kramer for their long hours repairing recent system 
failures, and gave updates on multiple infrastructure projects, including sidewalk and ADA work 
on North Franklin, roof and HVAC upgrades at Village Hall, and curb and trench work on High 
Avenue.  He closed by mentioning a collaboration with Rivertown Films that will feature a village 
garbage truck decorated with a photo collage of DPW staff. 
 Trustee Lightfoot Cooper – Asked about the status of Nyack Plaza. 
  Administrator Stewart – Much larger project than anticipated but moving forward. 
 Trustee Jean-Gilles – Asked about the rat project. 

Administrator Stewart – Explained that new rat-bait stations have been installed throughout the 
downtown area—including Broadway, parts of Main Street, the community garden area, the marina, 
Village Hall, and the Senior Center. Some stations include motion-sensor technology, and activity 
levels will be monitored and adjusted as needed.  

Trustee Carlin – Asked about the NY Forward Grant. 
 Administrator Stewart/Mayor Rand – We should hear next week. 
 

Village Clerk – None  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
July 5, 2026 World Cup / FIFA Events Planning 

Bill Batson reported on ongoing planning with the Chamber for a World Cup–related activation intended to 
draw visitors and encourage spending in Nyack. The proposed July 5 activities include a “football zone” with 
family games and fitness events, dance programming on South Broadway, and a food-focused “stroll” 
highlighting local restaurants. He noted that the goal is to create village-wide participation, promote viewing 
of the tournament in local establishments, and maintain excitement throughout the World Cup period.  

 
Nyack Downtown Security Patrol Report by Platinum Security 
 
Parking Authority Workshop Meeting, 6 PM, 05/07/2026 
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Mayor Rand reported that the Parking Authority approved its budget, which will come to the Village Board 
for formal approval.  He noted the Authority still owes about $700,000 to the general fund and is exploring 
ways to increase revenue—such as possible scofflaw amnesty and reviewing fine structures—to help pay 
down the debt. He also thanked Andy and Kyle for negotiating lower credit-card fees, which helped balance 
the budget. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Briana Moore, Park Event Permit Application for 8/28, Gazebo and Upper Lawn, Family Picnic 
Event for 50 people, noon – 4 pm, with 9/5 as a rain date 
 Gazebo is not exclusive to this party – permit covers upper lawn 
 
Pastor Josef, Haitian Flag Day, Monday, May 18, 2026, 4-7 PM at Gazebo on Main St, Haitian 
Drummers, Haitian Food Truck 
 Resolution added to current agenda – #2026-94 
 
Kathie Benniewitz, EHH, Street Closure Permit Request for 6/21/26, North Broadway, Between 
2nd and 3rd, for 55 Anniversary Solstice Dinner, 3-11 PM.  
 Resolution for next meeting 
 
Kathie Benniewitz, EHH, Memorial Park Event Permit Request, 10/17/26, Plein Air Painting 
Workshop, Upper Lawn  
 
Katy Erdman, Summit St Block Party, Saturday 6/27/26.  
 Residents need to use their owns cars for a barricade.  Resolution next meeting. 
 
American Legion Invitation  
 Village to start promoting 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion offered by Trustee Jean-Gilles, seconded by Trustee Riobe-Taylor to adjourn meeting at 
8:40 pm.  Motion carried. 

 
 
 
 

VILLAGE CLERK 


