
Historic Preservation Advisory Committee to the Lawrence Township Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes 

February 8, 2021 

Opening of Meeting/Call to Order 

The general meeting of the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee to the Lawrence Township Planning Board was called to 

order at 7:38pm on February 8, 2021 via UberConference by Ed McDonald. 

Roll Call 

Members Present Absent Time of arrival after 
meeting called to order 

Joe Ciccone X   

Joseph Como (Vice Chair) X   

Denny Cox X   

Wolf Hul X   

Edward McDonald (Chair) X   

John Pavlik X   

Mike Powers (Liaison)  X  

Douglas Sargent X   

 

1. Approval of January 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Members Made Second Yes No Abstain 

Joe Ciccone   X   

Joseph Como (Vice Chair)   X   

Denny Cox   X   

Wolf Hul X     

Edward McDonald (Chair)   X   

John Pavlik   X   

Douglas Sargent  X    

 

2. New Applications 

a. Acacia Restaurant – 2637 Main St  

The owner of Acacia Restaurant, Lauren Voigtsberger, and contractor George Naulty continued their dialogue on the application 

for 2637 Main St that was first reviewed at the January 2021 HPAC meeting. A replacement canopy with perimeter side panels 

received permit approval and was installed without HPAC review in the summer of 2020. The permanent larger canopy with 

removable side panels, that replaced an existing awning, allowed the restaurant to provide outdoor dining and as a result, helped 

the business survive during the pandemic. EM talked with the zoning office and confirmed that the HPAC could provide 

temporary approval of the side panels during the pandemic. Lauren Voigtsberger inquired if the application could be revisited 

after the pandemic restrictions are released as a long-term solution citing its importance to the continued success of the 

business. The HPAC felt that the side panels and entire canopy should be reviewed as an entire package once the pandemic 



restrictions are lifted. The application was unanimously approved for a temporary use of the canopy and side panels. Once the 

government restrictions are released, the owner can come back to the HPAC to revisit the application. 

 

Motion to Approve: 

Members Made Second Yes No Abstain 

Joe Ciccone   X   

Joseph Como (Vice Chair)  X    

Denny Cox   X   

Wolf Hul   X   

Edward McDonald (Chair) X     

John Pavlik   X   

Douglas Sargent   X   

 

 

2. New Applications 

b. 2617 Main St – Lawrenceville School  

Fred Montferrat from The Lawrenceville School and Max Zeldich from Maximum Fire Escapes presented updated plans, exterior 

elevations, and existing photos in support of the application for 2617 Main St that was previously discussed at the December 

2020 HPAC meeting. The two existing fire escapes that are installed on the house currently would not allow the tenants in the 

two apartment units on the third floor of the structure to egress safely. Responding to comments from the HPAC at the December 

2020 meeting, revisions to the proposed fire escapes included changing the railing system to a more vertical design with a leaf 

type baluster and painting the fire escape to match the color of the house. The design of the baluster was described as being 

from the original time period of the house. The overall configuration of the two fire escapes was unchanged from the December 

2020 presentation. However, it was clarified that the plan view of the left side fire escape (facing Craven Lane) was not accurate 

and the lower platform turned towards the existing structure (plan north) and then turned plan west to continue to the 

counterweight ladder.  

JC asked if the solution of a sprinklered building had been explored. Max Zeldich described that it had been his experience that 

once there is an existing fire escape, you would need a variance to remove the fire escapes, with or without sprinklers. He also 

described that the house currently has one main stairwell and the fire escapes are required to provide two means of egress out 

of the two apartments on the third floor. Given the configuration of the units, there were no other locations for the fire escapes 

that would meet the code. 

The HPAC agrees that the safety of the apartment tenants is of the utmost importance. However there was still concerns among 

many of the committee members that the proposed solution does not fit the look and feel of the historic nature of the house and 

that it was unclear from the provided documents how much of the existing windows would be blocked by the new fire escapes. 

The application was approved by a 5-2 vote.  

 

 

 

 



Motion to Approve: 

Members Made Second Yes No Abstain 

Joe Ciccone   X   

Joseph Como (Vice Chair)   X   

Denny Cox   X   

Wolf Hul   X   

Edward McDonald (Chair)    X  

John Pavlik   X   

Douglas Sargent    X  

 

Adjournment: Ed McDonald made a motion to adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 9:11pm. 

 

The next general meeting is scheduled for 7:30pm on March 8, 2021 via UberConference. 

Minutes submitted by: John Pavlik II, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP 


