
Historic Preservation Advisory Committee to the Lawrence Township Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes 

December 14, 2020 

Opening of Meeting/Call to Order 

The general meeting of the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee to the Lawrence Township Planning Board was called to 

order at 7:34pm on December 14, 2020 via Zoom by Ed McDonald. 

Roll Call 

Members Present Absent Time of arrival after 
meeting called to order 

Joe Ciccone  X  

Joseph Como (Vice Chair)  X  

Denny Cox X   

Wolf Hul X   

Edward McDonald (Chair) X   

John Pavlik X   

Mike Powers (Liaison)  X  

Douglas Sargent X   

 

1. Approval of October 2020 Meeting Minutes 

Members Made Second Yes No Abstain 

Denny Cox   X   

Wolf Hul  X    

Edward McDonald (Chair) X     

John Pavlik   X   

Douglas Sargent   X   

 

2. New Applications 

a. 2617 Main St 

Tome, from Maximum Fire Escapes, presented plans, exterior elevations, details, and existing photography of 2617 Main St, a 

key structure within the Main St Historic District. The structure is a property of The Lawrenceville School, but representatives 

from the school were not present at the meeting. Tome described the design to replace two existing fire escapes on the left and 

right-side elevations of the structure. He described that the current fire escapes are not to code and that the current use of the 

structure was staff offices, but was uncertain if there were any interior renovations happening inside the structure. 

The design of the revised fire escape on the left side elevation (facing Craven Lane) includes a new 4’-0” wide upper platform at 

the third-floor window where the current ladder exists. The existing ladder would be removed and replaced with a staircase that 

leads to a lower platform catwalk installed on the existing roof. The new stair will be at a 45° angle and will obstruct an existing 

second floor window. The new 20’-0” long catwalk, with 42” guardrail, leads to a counterweight ladder with pulleys to allow for 

egress to the ground on the left side elevation. 



A similar design of the replacement fire escape on the right-side elevation was also proposed. An 8’-0” wide upper platform 

landing would be installed on the existing roof at the third-floor window adjacent to the current window being used for egress. 

The existing ladder would be removed and a new stair connecting the upper and lower platform towards the front of the building 

would be installed. The lower platform would lead to a counterweight ladder with pulleys for egress to the ground. It was noted 

that the revised fire escape on the right-side elevation would not be blocking any existing windows. It was also explained that the 

current code would not allow for a ladder from the third-floor window directly to the ground for egress and that an intermediate 

stair was required. The existing fire escapes on the structure are painted black. It was discussed that the replacement fire 

escapes could be painted any color using an oil-based paint, but are typically painted black. 

The committee raised concerns about the current proposed fire escape design and had the following comments: 

• Stairs and guardrails block existing windows on left side elevation 

• Very obtrusive 

• Does not fit the look and feel of the historic nature of the house 

• Beautiful building that is important to the historic district would be ruined 

The committee chose not to vote on this application since a representative from The Lawrenceville School was not present to 

provide any additional supporting information on the justification of the new fire escapes. The committee asked that the 

application be presented again at the January meeting with an owner’s representative present.  

 

Adjournment: Ed McDonald made a motion to adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 8:08pm. 

The next general meeting is scheduled for 7:30pm on January 11, 2021. 

Minutes submitted by: John Pavlik II, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP 


