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The following are the minutes of the Growth & Redevelopment Committee meeting, which was held on 
Tuesday, April 12, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Statement of Adequate Notice: 
 
Adequate notice of the regular meeting of the Lawrence Township Growth & Redevelopment Committee 
has been provided by filing an annual meeting schedule with the Municipal Clerk and by filing the agenda 
with the Municipal Clerk, posting prominently in the Municipal Building and mailing to the Trenton Times. 
 
Roll Call:   
 
Present:    
    Maria Connolly, Vice Chairperson 
    Andrew Frank, Chairperson  
    Edward Freeland 

Jeremy Ryan 
Cathianne Leonardi 
Patricia Farmer, School Board Liaison 
Melissa Clark 
Charles Lavine, Zoning Board Representative  
 

Absent:     
Ryan Kennedy 
Joan Brame 
Brian Vaughn 

 
Excused Absence:   

James Kilduff   
    Peter Ferrone  

Tushar Patel 
    Stavros Papafilipakis 

Alan Di Sciullo 
 

          
Also Present:    

Jeffrey Radice, Secretary 
Christopher Bobbitt, Council Liaison 
Craig Dinwoodie, Community Aide 
 

  
 
Minutes: 
 
March 8, 2022 minutes were approved. 
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Discussion Regarding the GRC Awards Ceremony: 
 
The Growth and Redevelopment Committee opened the meeting speaking on the annual awards 
ceremony. The committee reviewed a list of previous invitees and participants.   
 
An outline of pros and cons was organized regarding the awards ceremony.  The committee expressed that 
it was a strenuous process, forcing them to take off from work, while also costing the Chamber of Commerce 
and Lawrence Township money.  On the positive side, this event was a fantastic networking opportunity for 
local businesses.   
 
The results of the survey from last month’s meeting were relayed to the committee, bringing up multiple 
talking points on which direction to take the awards ceremony.  Some of the long-time traditions and history 
of the ceremony, including the bowl given to award winners, were staples to this event.  
 
The committee agreed to touch base with the Chamber of Commerce regarding their involvement in this 
event.  A subcommittee was formed to lead the planning for this event moving forward. 
 
Business Manual Update: 
 
The Community Aide recapped the alterations made to the Business Manual since last month’s meeting.  
Each person who volunteered to assist with a portion of the manual gave a recap on what they have 
accomplished in the past month.   
 
Metrics regarding the demographics and population of Lawrence Township were updated from the State 
of New Jersey.  The business checklist was condensed, but not completed, as the committee would like 
the input of a business owner to see if anything should be added.   
 
A discussion was had regarding the addition of a section for a business who may have everything in 
place, but is relocating their storefront. The committee agreed that it might be best to add a section for 
ESOPs (employee stock ownership plan) businesses as well. 
 
The committee was pleased with the progress of the Business Manual, but decided it was best to wait for 
the final draft to present it to the Township lawyer. 
 

 
School Board Update: 

 
The school board representative is working on a report with detailed data to present to the committee in 
an upcoming meeting. 
 
Update from Council Liaison, Christopher Bobbitt: 
 
A budget with a 3% increase was introduced, which was driven by healthcare and other township 
necessities.  There was a slight cut back on capital improvement projects.  
 
Other Business: 
 
None. 
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Public Comment:   
 
None. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.   
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jeffrey Radice 
Recording Secretary  
 
Minutes approved: ______________________________ 
 
 


