
  Regular Meeting 8/23/2022 
 

520 
 

 REGULAR MEETING 
LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
COUNCIL MEETING ROOM – UPPER LEVEL 

 
August 23, 2022 

 
 The following are the Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Lawrence Township 
Council that was held on Tuesday, August 23, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Prior to the opening of the meeting, Mr. Nerwinski stated that at tonight's Council 
meeting, there will be a test run for providing a live feed of the meeting to the community 
on a new YouTube channel. 
 

The meeting was then opened with the Inspiration and Pledge of Allegiance led by 
the Municipal Clerk. 

 
 At the commencement of the meeting, Mayor Ryan read the following statement 
of proper notice:  
 
  STATEMENT OF PROPER NOTICE:  "Adequate notice of this meeting of the 
Lawrence Township Council being held on Tuesday, August 23, 2022, has been provided 
through the posting of the annual meeting schedule of said Council in accordance with 
Section 13 of the Open Public Meetings Act." Said Notice was forwarded to The 
Trentonian, The Times and The Ledger on December 22, 2021. 
 
 The roll was then called as follows:  
 
Present:  Councilmembers Bobbitt, Kownacki, Lewis, Powers and Mayor Ryan 
Absent: None 
 
Also, in attendance were Kevin Nerwinski, Esq., Municipal Manager, and David Roskos, 
Esq., Municipal Attorney.  
 

--- 
 

Special Proclamations, Recognitions and Presentations 
         
            There were no proclamations or presentations.  

 
--- 
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Public Participation 
          

Mr. Gregory Puliti, 827 Bunker Hill Avenue, expressed his concerns regarding the 
removal of the sycamore trees on Route 1 to the round-about by Public Service Electric 
& Gas, and felt the project should be put on hold. He further discussed the fact that 
Trenton Building Block illegally used public property to store materials, and the Township 
should recoup the property taxes, as it is Township-owned land. 
 
          Mr. James Hooker, 713 Bunker Hill Avenue, echoed Mr. Puliti’s concerns regarding 
the removal of the sycamore trees on Route, which should have been saved.  He also 
expressed concern about the size of the large telephone poles installed by PSE& G along 
on Route 1 and Texas Avenue. 
 
          Councilperson Lewis commented that the tree project is on hold while discussions 
on the matter are being held, and that there is an investigation into Trenton Block about 
their usage of private property.  Mayor Ryan asked if a survey is being prepared, to which 
Mr. Nerwinski replied that title work must first be done in order to determine Township-
owned and Trenton Block-owned property. Once descriptions are prepared, a survey will 
be performed.  Lots 15 and 16 are owned by the Township, but this must be confirmed 
before action is taken.  He also stated that he followed the rules regarding this matter, 
made no decision on his own, held public meetings with both the Planning Board and 
Council, listened to the public and, as a result, the project was stopped.   
 
          As far as the Public Service Electric & Gas is concerned, the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation approved the application and the work started.  The 
concern is with the fact that the trees are in the way of the sidewalks.  The Shade Tree 
Advisory Committee will do an inspection and prepare a report.    
 
          Mr. Phil Duran, 546 Keefe Road, stated that the size of houses is steadily 
increasing, prices are soaring and rents are too expensive.  So, in order to avoid people 
living on the streets, the Township should think about ways to address affordable housing 
needs.  He expressed frustration that homeowners do not have the right, in some zones, 
to convert their garages into apartments in order to use them as rentals.  He surmises 
that the reasons may be related to parking concerns, coupled with an abundance of 
unknow people moving onto the street.  He feels that a homeowner should be able to 
convert their garage into an apartment, as it would enable them to pay their taxes and 
provide affordable housing for people who need it.  
 
          Ms. Deborah Dorner, 807 Lake Drive (southbound side of Route 1), had concerns 
regarding the constant noise from the various Township construction projects, such as 
noise from the Shopping Center site, the Public Service Electric & Gas substation, the 
Route 1 and neighborhood resurfacing projects, the tree trimming, and the general noise 
from vehicles travelling on Route 1.  She feels that it is getting difficult to live here year 
after year.   
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         Ms. Sylvia Kobus, 1547 Ohio Avenue, spoke about not being able to see 
pedestrians crossing Route 1 South, and feels that there should be a flashing light similar 
to the one on Bergen Street and Lawrence Road.  Additionally, she is concerned with 
speeding issues, and believes there should be more of a police presence.   
 

A discussion between the Manager and Council was held relative to tracking speed 
by monitor signs or other traffic tools.   
 
         Mr. Thomas Ritter, 747 Lake Drive, spoke about the replacement of the sycamore 
trees by Public Service Electric & Gas, and agreed that the trees should be replaced with 
a more appropriate tree.     
 
         Mr. Nerwinski summarized the situation regarding Public Service Electric & Gas, 
their substation, the trees, the telephone poles, and stated that the projects have not been 
completed. He understands that the situation is complicated in that they all need power.   
 
         Ms.Virginia Bogucki-Creeden, 16 Hillsdale Road, spoke about the poor condition of 
the sidewalks because of the trees. However, she feels that the trees are heathy, mature 
trees that should not have been removed, and believes the Public Service Electric & Gas 
station is hideous.   
 

---- 
 

Review and Revisions of Agenda 
            
 On a motion by Ms. Lewis, seconded by Mr. Powers, the Agenda was amended 
to add Resolution 18 -H.13 - Disposal of Property.    
 

Same was carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
Ayes:  Councilmembers Bobbitt, Kownacki, Lewis, Powers and Mayor Ryan. 
Absent:  None 
Nays:  None 
 

--- 

Adoption of Minutes 
           

            There was no adoption of minutes.      

--- 
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Awarding or Rejecting of Bids 
  
         Councilperson Lewis moved, seconded by Councilman Powers, Resolution (9-A) 
Authorizing the Awarding of Bid No. 22-06: 2022 Road Improvement Program to Richard 
T. Barrett Paving Company, Inc., was presented for adoption.   
 

Resolution No. 272-22 

 WHEREAS, on Thursday, August 4, 2022 bids were received and publicly opened 

for the project known as Bid 22-06 – 2022 Road Improvement Program; and 

 WHEREAS, five (5) bids were received and reviewed by the appropriate Township 

Officials; and 

WHEREAS, the lowest responsible bidder was Richard T. Barrett Paving Co., Inc. 

who submitted a bid in the amount of $608,447.00; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:50-14, a Certificate of Availability of 

Funds has been provided and the accounts to be charged are: 

Acct. Ord. No. Name Amount 

C-04-55-482-240 2426-22 Cold Soil Road, Teak Lane, Bergen 

Street, Blackwell Road, Province Line 

Road  

$608,447.00 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township 

of Lawrence, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, that pursuant to the 

recommendations of the Municipal Engineer, the Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby 

authorized to execute a contract with Richard T. Barrett Paving Co., Inc., 400 Prospect 

Street, Trenton, New Jersey 08618-2630 in the amount of $608,447.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Manager is hereby authorized to 

draft the necessary agreement, subject to the approval of the Municipal Attorney as to 

form and content thereof. 

Same was carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
Ayes:  Councilmembers Bobbitt, Kownacki, Lewis, Powers and Mayor Ryan. 
Absent:  None 
Nays:  None 
 

 



  Regular Meeting 8/23/2022 
 

524 
 

   
--- 
 

Introduction of Ordinances 
 
          Mayor Ryan read by title an ordinance entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
SECTION 400, GENERAL REGULATIONS AND PERMITTED MODIFICATIONS, 
ARTICL IV ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS” 
 

 Mr. Nerwinski stated this ordinance prohibits the sale of firearms within 1000 feet 

of a public or private school property or a house of worship.   

The Ordinance No. 2431-22 was approved on the following roll call vote:   
  

COUNCIL AYE NAY PRESENT ABSENT ABSTAIN MOVE SECOND 

Mr. Bobbitt X       

Mr. Kownacki x       

Ms. Lewis X     X  

Mr. Powers X       X 

Mayor Ryan X       

 
--- 
 

Adoption of Ordinances 
 

There was no adoption of ordinances. 
 

---- 
 
Manager’s Report – 
 
         Mr. Nerwinski reported that the bid for the work on Hero Dog Park went out on 
August 18, 2022 and the bid opening is scheduled for September 8, 2022.  He hopes to 
award a contract at the September 20, 2022 Council Meeting.   
 
         Mr. Nerwinski reported on the feedback received from the Governing Body 
regarding removal of the large bushes near the WWI Memorial in the front of the Municipal 
Building, which were removed because they obstructed the street view of the building.   
He indicated the area will continue to be improved with new concrete, plantings and 
lighting.  The eagle on top of the Memorial will be removed and replaced; however, before 
making any decisions, the Historic Preservation Committee will be asked to be involved 
in the decision-making process.  It is at a point where the eagle may need to be retired 
and replaced with something new. 
 
         Mr. Nerwinski reported he sent letters to Mercer County and New Jersey 
Department of Transportation to request a seat at the table to participate in the process 
necessary improvements before the Warehouse becomes a reality for the site in West 
Windsor.   
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         Mr. Nerwinski advised that Craig Dinwoodie, Community Aide, completed a 27-page 
business manual that will provide new businesses with information about their community, 
as well as help them in the process of obtaining permits and familiarize them with the 
different departments within the Township.        
 
         Mr. Nerwinski further advised that the Police Chief will be retiring September 1, 2022 
and the announcement of the new police chief will be released in the next several days.   
 

--- 
 
Attorney’s Report –   
              
         Mr. Roskos stated his comments will be mostly for the closed session; however, he 
wanted to remind everyone that Quaker Bridge sought approvals for a huge expansion, 
and they have completed a small portion of what they were proposing.  The New Jersey 
Department of Transportation has a “laundry list” of what needs to be accomplished, and 
Mr. Roskos feels that it will be a good idea for the Township to obtain a copy of this list.  
Also, he believes hiring a traffic expert will help the Township in this process.   
 
         Councilperson Lewis stated that the Engineering Department should have a copy 
of the list.   
  

---   
 
Clerk’s Report –    
   
         Ms. Carter stated she has nothing much to report except for two new microphones 
they received; one which has been installed as requested.   
 

--- 
 
Unfinished Business –  

  
         There was no unfinished business.  

 
--- 

 
New Business –   
 
         There was no new business.   
                                           --- 
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Public Participation (3-minute limitation per speaker) – 
 
         Ms. Martha Friend, 976 Lawrence Road, commented on the prohibiting of the sale 
of firearms. She expressed concern regarding the misinformation surrounding Kulak Arms 
moving into the 7-11 building.  She inquired how the community could obtain information 
regarding this situation.  She reached out to the owner of Kulak Arms and was informed 
that no guns would be sold from his new location. Additional discussion took place with 
regards to the new ordinance not affecting his business because he was “grandfathered 
in.” 
 
         Mr. Nerwinski responded that Kulak Arms has been operating out of Mr. Kulak’s 
home since 2016, and that it is not an internet business.  Most of his clients are police 
officers, and he will sell uniforms to police officers.  His sales will be predominantly 
clothing and firearms, with the firearms being housed behind a designated area.  No one 
will be allowed to enter without being the correct age and having an ID, and there will be 
no handling of firearms, as is regulated by Federal and State laws.   
 
         Councilmembers commented on the new ordinance for the sale of guns, Kulak Arms 
and the process of sharing information.  
 
         Mr. Gregory Puliti, 827 Bunker Hill Avenue, asked who processes gun applications 
for Lawrence Township.  Mr. Nerwinski responded that this is handled by the police 
department, not Richard Kulak. Neither he nor the public are in charge; rather, it is 
processed by the Lieutenant.   
 
         Ms. Deborah Dorner, 807 Lake Drive, asked Council to think about what happens 
when that gun walks out of the building, and feels they should think about the children.   
 

---- 
 

Resolutions 
   
Resolution Nos. 273-22 (18-B.1) through 298-22 (18-H.13) were approved by the 
following roll call vote:   
 

COUNCIL AYE NAY PRESENT ABSENT ABSTAIN MOVE SECOND 

Mr. Bobbitt X       

Mr. Kownacki x       

Ms. Lewis X     X  

Mr. Powers X       X 

Mayor Ryan X       

 
Cited Resolutions are spread in their entirety in the Resolution Books of the Township of 
Lawrence. 
 

---- 
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Council Initiatives/Liaison Reports – 
 
         Councilperson Powers stated the Historic Preservation did meet and had two 
applications; Shade Tree did not have a quorum because of vacation schedules and there 
was an issue regarding the sidewalks for Craven Lane where a resident was concerned 
about his tree; Residents from Colonial Heights concerns were about Trenton Block, so 
Nancy Albertson gave permission to the Shade Tree Committee to use her back yard to 
observe if there are any specimen trees. The Shade Tree Advisory Committee will 
conduct a survey on the Brunswick Avenue sycamore trees.   
 
         Councilperson Kownacki commented on the Patriotic Committee 911 Memorial that 
will be held at the EMS Building located on Pilla Avenue and a time will follow.   

 
--- 

 
Written Communications – 
  
         There was no written communication.  
 

--- 
          
 
There being no further business to come before this Council, the meeting adjourned at 
7:55 p.m.  
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Tonya D. Carter, Municipal Clerk 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_____________________ 
John T. Ryan, Mayor 
 


