
  Regular Meeting 10/18/22 
 

550 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
COUNCIL MEETING ROOM – UPPER LEVEL 

 
 October 18, 2022 

                                                                                                     
 

The following are the Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Lawrence Township 
Council that was held on Tuesday, October 18, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

The meeting was then opened with the Inspiration and Pledge of Allegiance, led 
by the Municipal Clerk. 

 
 At the commencement of the meeting Mayor Ryan read the following statement of 
proper notice:  
 
  STATEMENT OF PROPER NOTICE:  "Adequate notice of this meeting of the 
Lawrence Township Council being held on Tuesday, October 18, 2022, has been 
provided through the posting of the annual meeting schedule of said Council in 
accordance with Section 13 of the Open Public Meetings Act." Said Notice was forwarded 
to The Trentonian, The Times and The Ledger on December 22, 2021. 
 
 The roll was then called as follows:  
 
Present:  Councilmembers, Bobbitt, Kownacki, Lewis, Powers and Mayor Ryan.  
Absent: None 
 
Also, in attendance were Kevin Nerwinski, Municipal Manager, Esq., and Michael Butler,  
Esq., Acting Municipal Attorney.  
 

--- 
 

Special Proclamations, Recognitions and Presentations 
 
 

LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH ASSESSMENT REPORT – KEITH LEVINE, HEALTH OFFICER  
 

          Mr. Levine reported that throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, public health 
response has had to evolve routinely with testing, contact tracing, quarantine/isolation, 
and vaccination to prevent the spread of COVID-19 disease and protect the public’s 
health. As part of the Strengthening Local Public Health Capacity 2023 Grant, and in 
response to this unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic, the Lawrence Township Health 
Department has prepared a COVID-19 Rapid Health Assessment. This is a summary of 
key points in that assessment. 
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          Point number one: using data extrapolated from the 2020 Census, New Jersey 
State Communicable Disease reporting system and state data reports, we see there are 
disproportionately affected populations in Lawrence Township: 
 

• Economically disadvantaged: Low income persons and those living under 
the poverty line (6% in poverty in Lawrence Township) 

• Age: Senior citizens 65+ (16.5% of population), school-aged children 
(17.4%) 

• Those who have difficulty accessing information (language, literacy, or 
cultural barriers) 

• People living in congregate housing such as Long-term care facilities, group 
homes, colleges/universities, etc. 
 

These people are among those we have helped. 
 
           Point number two: In a report published by the CDC in May 2022, long COVID was 
found to affect approximately 1 in 5 adults diagnosed with COVID-19. This risk underlines 
the importance of preventative measures such as wearing a tight-fitting mask in crowded 
indoor settings, staying home when sick, testing and treatment when necessary. 
  
           Point number three: COVID-19 Vaccine Considerations, one of the Health 
Department’s priorities throughout the pandemic has been engaging with populations in 
the community that remain vaccine hesitant. We accomplish this by providing health 
education, resources related to the safety and efficacy of the COVID-19 vaccines and 
also by offering vaccine clinics at convenient times and location. Unvaccinated individuals 
pose the greatest threat to vulnerable and underserved populations, especially children, 
the elderly and those with immunocompromising conditions. 
 
          Outreach has been conducted with various community organizations, faith-based 
organizations and schools of all levels in Lawrence Township. Vaccination clinics are held 
during evening hours and weekends in order to reach a wider range of individuals. The 
Lawrence Township Health Department has offered the Moderna, Pfizer, and Johnson & 
Johnson vaccines, as well as the updated bivalent boosters in our point of distribution 
(POD) clinics. Providing the community with all vaccines available has proven successful, 
as many residents have a preference of which vaccine they receive. 
 
           With the continued threat of the Omicron variant and others to come, there has 
been an interest in COVID-19 bivalent boosters particularly among those who have 
immunocompromising conditions and the older adult population. The Health Department 
strongly recommends boosters to all eligible residents. 
 
          With the help of a grant from the New Jersey Department of Health COVID-19 
Vaccination Supplemental Funding, over 1600 residents have been vaccinated by the 
Township’s Public Health Nursing staff. These have mostly been seniors.  
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           The Health Department will continue to promote vaccination in the youngest 
population (6 months through 4 years of age) as well as young adults (18 to 29 years of 
age) since these groups account for the lowest vaccination rates.  
           Despite the availability of vaccinations and treatment, a total of 21 residents have 
died from the virus in 2022 and roughly 127 since the beginning of the pandemic. 
  
          Mr. Levine thanked his staff for doing such an exceptional job battling this 
pandemic, including full-time nurse Gina Breth, part-time nurses, Mary Lou Ferenchick 
and Carol Nicholas, per diem nurses Rebecca Doherty, Lynne Traina and Suzanne 
Adamsky. He also thanked Naseema Uddin, Emily DeHaan and the rest of the Health 
Department for all their hard work as well.  
 
          Mr. Nerwinski also thanked Mr. Levine for doing an outstanding job navigating 
through the pandemic, while also meeting all the obligations a health department needs 
to meet for its community.  
            
               

--- 
 

Public Participation 
 

         Mr. Gregory Puliti, 827 Bunker Hill Avenue, stated that the passage of the easterly 
portion of Cherry Tree Lane that gives entrance to the Delaware Raritan Canal State Park 
Trail is blocked to traffic daily 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM by the activities of a business located 
on that street. The activities include the loading and unloading of 4-ton trucks by a forklift, 
as well as the storing of pallets of stone on the street curb 24/7, which blocks the public’s 
right-a-way. He stated that this information was given to Council four months ago, and 
questioned why violations of state and local laws are being ignored. 
  
         Mr. Nerwinski replied that this matter has been addressed and there are no 
violations under Title 39 or Zoning laws at this time. 
 
         Ms. Sylwia Kobus, 1547 Ohio Avenue, stated that there is nothing personal against 
the Manager and Council, as they are just trying to get clear answers to their questions, 
and asked what the proper guidelines are for Trenton Block to use Cherry Tree Lane as 
a loading dock. She feels this is not fair to the residents who live in the area. 
 
         Councilman Bobbitt asked if the guidelines and rules that govern the operations of 
this business could be given to both Council and residents so there could be a better 
understanding of any possible violations, and proceed from that point. 
 
         Mr. Glen Elhardt, 624 Valley Forge Avenue, stated that Trenton Block has moved 
their belongings off of Township property, and said property was supposed to be put back 
to its original condition. There are still broken pallets and bricks thrown throughout the 
woods, trees have been cut down, brush was cleared out and some of the property has 
been landscaped with gravel-packed ground, which slopes down towards the canal with 



  Regular Meeting 10/18/22 
 

553 
 

3 to 5-foot drops.  He believes there should be some kind of a penalty for this, according 
to the Land Use Ordinance Section 541.  
 
   Mr. Peter Kobus, 1547 Ohio Avenue, stated that he has called the Police 
Department on the loading and unloading of large trucks on Cherry Tree Lane and was 
told that there is not enough space on the business property to do this. He feels the 
business is expanding on too large a scale for the size of their property, creating problems 
in the neighborhood, with no one being held accountable or receiving any penalties for 
these actions.  
 
          Mr. Butler, Acting Township Attorney, replied that the Township is looking into any 
potential violations regarding this matter, and certain things can not be discussed during 
an ongoing investigation.      
   
   Mr. Eric Puliti, 843 Bunker Hill Avenue, inquired as to how long Lawrence 
Township has been aware that Trenton Block was encroaching upon Lawrence Township 
property. Mr. Nerwinski replied that the Township first became aware of this when the 
developer came to discuss an application for expansion of their business. 
 
   Mr. Jim Cleak, 7 East Darrah Lane, inquired about the specimen trees being cut 
down in the Township.                                                                                       
      
                                                          ---  

 
Review and Revisions of Agenda 

            
 There was no review or revisions to the agenda. 
  
 

--- 

Adoption of Minutes 
          

On a motion by Ms. Lewis, seconded by Mr. Powers, the Minutes of Regular 

Meeting of June 21, 2022 were approved without corrections on the following roll call vote: 

 Same was carried on the following roll call vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Bobbitt, Kownacki, Lewis, Powers and Mayor Ryan. 

Absent: None. 

Abstain: None. 

---- 
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Awarding or Rejecting of Bids 
  
 There was no award or rejection of bids.  

--- 
 

Introduction of Ordinances  
 
 Mayor Ryan read by title, an ordinance entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 2429-22 SALARY ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

LAWRENCE-UNCLASSIFIED AND/OR EXEMPT, SEASONAL EMERGENCY (NON-

UNION) EMPLOYEES FOR 2022-2023” 

 Mr. Nerwinski advised that this amends the Salary Ordinance to add Account 

Clerk/Cashier Grade 25. 

The Ordinance No. 2433-22 was approved on the following roll call vote:   
  

COUNCIL AYE NAY PRESENT ABSENT ABSTAIN MOVE SECOND 

Mr. Bobbitt X       

Mr. Kownacki x       

Ms. Lewis X     X  

Mr. Powers X       X 

Mayor Ryan X       

 

--- 
 

Adoption of Ordinances 
 

 There is no adoption of ordinances. 

--- 
 
 

 
Manager’s Report – 
   
 Mr. Nerwinski reported that a New Jersey state law has passed, which requires all 

new master plans that are adopted to contain a Climate Action Plan. The Lawrence 

Township Master Plan is coming up in 2023, so in anticipation of that necessary steps will 

be taken to prepare a Climate Action Plan. The Zoning Office has obtained a grant for 

$15,000 dollars from the New Jersey BPU to fund this project, which helps local 

municipalities retain experts to guide them through the process of preparing this Climate 

Action Plan. The next step is to form a panel to prepare and bring a presentation before 

Council for review and approval. 
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 Mr. Nerwinski solicited and discussed with the Members of Council an idea to issue 

body worn cameras to civilian employees (i.e., inspectors and public works supervisors, 

etc.) due to some negative interactions with residents and businesses within the 

community. 

 Mr. Nerwinski reported the Brunswick Streetscape bid package is near completion 

and is expected to go out to bid early November.   

   

--- 

Attorney’s Report –   
             
 There was no Attorney’s report.   
 

---   
 

 
Clerk’s Report –   
   
 There was no Clerk’s report.   
    

--- 
 

 
Unfinished Business –  

  
There was no unfinished business.  
 

--- 
 
New Business – 
 
           Mr. Kownacki conveyed the idea of naming a street or a park after Pat Colavita. 
There are several choices to think about. Two possibilities mentioned were Manitee 
Avenue and Eldridge Park. 
  
                                           --- 
 
 
Public Participation (3-minute limitation per speaker) – 
 
 Ms. Sylwia Kobus, 1547 Ohio Avenue, stated she was very excited to see in the 
Managers Report that the Brunswick Streetscape is finally happening. 
 

--- 
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Resolutions 
   
Resolution Nos. 335-22 (18-A.1) through 343-22 (18-H.3) were approved by the following 
roll call vote:   
  

COUNCIL AYE NAY PRESENT ABSENT ABSTAIN MOVE SECOND 

Mr. Bobbitt X       

Mr. Kownacki x       

Ms. Lewis X     X  

Mr. Powers X       X 

Mayor Ryan X       

Cited Resolutions are spread in their entirety in the Resolution Books of the Township of 
Lawrence. 

 
 

-- 
 
 
Council Initiatives/Liaison Reports – 
                       
           Mayor Ryan reported that Trunk or Treat is October 27, 2022, 6:00-8:00 p.m., at 
the Lawrence High School. 
 
           Councilwoman Lewis reported along with the Municipal Clerk that early voting is 
October 29 through November 6, 2022 at the Mercer County Library in Lawrence 
Township.      
 

--- 
 
Written Communications – 
  

There was no written communication. 
 
          ---  

 
There being no further business to come before this Council, the meeting adjourned. 
 
7:34 p.m.  
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              Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
              _________________________________ 
                                                                Tonya D. Carter, Municipal Clerk  
 
 
Attest: 
 
____________________________ 
John T. Ryan, Mayor 
 


