Minutes of the Environmental Commission
City of Cape May
August 25, 2020, 11:00 A.M. 
Water Tower Garden, Cape May, NJ

Attending Members: Heather Bruno, Evelyn Lovitz, Judy King, Michael Jones, Dottie Rogers, Chris Hajduk 
Absent: Rachel Palermo, Charlotte Todd, Linda Steenrod, Patricia Hendricks

After the pledge to the flag, the minutes of the previous meeting were approved.
Items discussed: 

1. Heather and Evelyn shared with the group the proposed invasive species ordinance that was presented and discussed with council. While council members were supportive of the ordinance, there are details regarding invasive trees species that we need guidance from the Shade Tree Commission. Heather also shared a brochure that the West Cape May Environmental Commission has published as an informational invasive species guide. Hilary Pritchard, from WCM EC, has provided us with copies that we can place at City Hall once it is open to the public. For now, we will work to get this information on our City Website under the Environmental Commission Page. Heather and Evelyn are going to reach out to Shade tree for the guidance on the ordinance. Please see the attached brochure.

2. Heather provided updates on the plastic ordinance, as discussed with council at the last meeting. As a community, we are pleased with our local businesses and how they have complied with eliminating the use of plastic bags. However, our large chain stores, Acme, and Wawa, have not eased into the transition. Our City Attorney will be sending a reminder letter to both stores, reminding them of the ordinance and the penalties for not complying.

3. We discussed the hopes of having a shade tree planted at the Water Tower Garden in memory of Stina Ferguson, a long-time city volunteer, and gardener.  Heather and Judy are going to work jointly with the Garden Club of Cape May and the Shade Tree Commission to see about moving this project forward.

4. We are still hoping to get a new sign at the Water Tower Garden. We are looking for a local woodworker or sign maker willing to donate their time and talents.

5. Evelyn discussed our earlier idea of having magnets made that simplify our recycling rules to one concise list. She is going to reach out to our Public Works to find out what issues they are having with violations and to ANJEC to see if they have designed anything similar.

6. We discussed the possible donation of a water dispenser on the promenade. We agree that it will be a great addition to have and feel that the best possible location would around the Convention Hall area, as this is a central spot. We look forward to helping with this addition.

7. Chris researched the concern about using your own bags at grocery stores. He shared that, unfortunately, plastic lobbies have used COVID as a way to push a restart to use plastic bags. There has been no exact link to virus transmission and reusable bags. Please see an interesting article about this topic. https://www.nrdc.org/experts/victoria-rome/paper-or-plastic-neither-grocery-shopping-during-covid-19


Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 22nd @ 11:00, location to be determined.

Respectively submitted by,
Heather Bruno, Environmental Commission Chairperson & Secretary 
