[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Environmental Commission
City of Cape May
November 24, 11:00 A.M. 
Cape May Convention Hall, Cape May, NJ

Attending Members: Heather Bruno, Judy King, Michael Jones, Dottie Rogers, Chris Hajduk, Evelyn Lovitz, Patricia Hendricks, Linda Steenrod, (via phone) Charlotte Todd, (via phone)
Absent: Rachel Palermo

After the pledge to the flag, the minutes of the previous meeting were approved.
Items discussed: 


1. We reviewed and discussed the HPC Standards for Flood Adaptation document and agree with the items presented. We would like to emphasize the second bullet point regarding landscaping to add that we suggest native plantings be incorporated and at the time of structure raising if any invasive plants need to be removed to do so at that point. Additionally, we reference our city Master Plan in suggesting that energy-efficient building materials and practices be utilized wherever possible during the construction.

2. We are pleased to see that the plastic bag ordinance is being followed by Acme and Wawa. We are disappointed that Swain's hardware chose to use thicker plastic bags rather than switching to paper or reusable bags.

3. We are pleased that the tree at the Water Tower Garden has been planted, and we look forward to moving forward with this project and incorporating painted benches to recognize volunteers.

4. Chris send our comments regarding seawall design and planting elements to Scott Maslow, Chairman of the Sewall committee. He will continue to follow-up with Scott on the project and report back to the Commission.

5. We discussed the upcoming Council meeting with regards to the invasive species ordinance. Heather has gathered support signatures from Garden club members and forwarded the letter to Council. Additionally, Evelyn has written a follow-up letter to the editor, expressing the Commission's views on invasives.

6. We discussed several YouTube informational videos on native plants, and Evelyn shared many excellent links to plant nurseries in our area. We also discussed working with our neighboring Environmental Commissions to work on education. Specifically, we discussed working with the Washington Street Mall to use the Town Crier rack cardholder to have informational brochures. Evelyn is going to reach out to the mall association.

7.  Open to public questions, comments. None.

8.  Adjournment.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 15 @ 11:00, 
Cape May Convention Hall

Respectively submitted by,
Heather Bruno, Environmental Commission Chairperson & Secretary 
