ACT CLIMATE CHANGE 
RESILIENCY SURVEY ANSWERS

September 7, 2023

· What are your concerns with climate change/resiliency?
Dewey Beach Climate Change Committee Chair Dave Davis and Town Council Commissioners Gary Persinger
Dewey Beach, like all the nearby coastal towns, is susceptible to significant flooding and eventual loss of property and egress due to storm damage and sea level rise. Rcognizing this, we’ve been working for about the last 18 months to better understand and quantify the risks, near and longer-term measures that can be taken to mitigate and what other towns are doing to help address this likelihood and enable the town to sustain itself. 

South Bethany Beach City Manager Maureen Hartman

Flooding, particularly in one of our major evacuation zones, from increased storm frequencies and intensities, antiquated infrastructure, etc. Most of our problems fall bayside. 

Town of Henlopen Acres

We have not yet developed an in-depth approach for dealing with climate change or actively engaged our residents on the topic. 
· What steps has your municipality taken to address the need for adapting to climate change and ensuring resiliency in the future?
Dewey Beach Town Council Commissioners Dave Jasinski and Gary Persinger
We formed a Climate Change Committee and have met bi-monthly for the last 18 months and also reached out to various organizations and towns that are dealing with these issues. Our efforts are still early stage, and we are eagerly awaiting the formation of a more comprehensive group of municipalities and organizations to collaborate and address the issues more completely and with the scale that’s needed to adequately deal with the issues. 

South Bethany Beach City Manager Maureen Hartman

1.  Submitted an HMGP grant application (in December 22) for a study of our lowest and most 

     vulnerable point in Town (York Road @1.37’AMSL).
2.  With ARPA funds, contacted with George, Miles, & Buhr to provide a Resiliency Implementation 

      Plan for the Town.

3.  Through a grant with the Woods Hole Group (WHG), study to delineate the extent of nutrient rich 

      organic bottom sediments in the canals which helped WHG provide remediation strategies for the

      canals. 

4.  Coastal Municipalities Impervious Surface Coverage Report (2019) with the seven ACT 
     municipalities through the Resilient Community Partnership Program administered through  

     DNREC Coastal Programs Section. This provided a comprehensive study of impervious surface 
     cover due to development in the coastal communities, and its impacts on stormwater management, 

     flooding, and water quality. The coastal communities were provided with a summary of best 

     management practices (BMPs) that will increase stormwater infiltration and reduce impervious 

     surface coverage. 

5.  Participating jurisdiction in the revision and planning process of the 2022 Sussex County Hazard 

     Mitigation Plan.

6.  Participated in the Hurricane Evacuation Planning Workshop presented by DEMA, Sussex County, 

     NOAA, and Sea Grant in April 2023.

7.  Reviewing revisions to ordinances regarding bulkhead heights, FEMA, use of pervious materials, 

     etc. 
8.  Continued maintenance of existing pipes, catch basins, and rain gardens throughout Town. 

Town of Henlopen Acres
Our Code contains two provisions that are helpful in addressing flooding and rising sea level. First, our Flood Plain Management Ordinance contains a 36-inch freeboard requirement (area above base flood elevation) in anticipation of sea level rise. Secondly, our residential lots, which average 20,000 square feet in size contain a requirement of at least 60% open space in a natural state or with landscaping, which are helpful for reducing impervious surfaces and improving drainage. 
The Town also works cooperatively with the organizations that own the two private beaches on the Atlantic Ocean that form the northeast border of the Town. A key focus is to ensure that the protective dunes and the stone jetty that supplies sand to the beaches are well maintained. 

· Have you created a working group or committee to evaluate the risks and come up with a plan for addressing them? If so, how far along is the group in the process? 
Dewey Beach Town Council Commissioners Dave Jasinski and Gary Persinger
Answered in part above, but also, we’ve spent most of the last six months working to learn more about the efforts of the organizations and municipalities and how best to join forces to work on the common issues together and provide scale to the efforts. 

South Bethany Beach City Manager Maureen Hartman

We have a canal water quality committee who not only researches/addresses water quality, but has expanded their role to address resiliency/SLR/climate. We had an SLR committee, which was disbanded in 2017. A recommendation from the GMB indicates that the SLR committee should be formed again. 
Town of Henlopen Acres

Climate change and resiliency comes under the purview of our Planning Commission. However, the group has just begun to focus on this issue. 
· Which groups (such as CIB, U of D IPA, other RASCL members) have you engaged with to learn about current efforts by others and potential funding sources?
Dewey Beach Town Council Commissioners Dave Jasinski and Gary Persinger

We’ve engaged with the groups named above and attended seminars offered and a strategic planning meeting with IPA. The result of that meeting enabled our committee to recently complete an initial analysis and ranking of the policies we can begin to enact to address the issues at that level. 

We expect to do much more interaction with the organizations and towns in the coming year as we begin to formulate a more comprehensive team and approach to our common problems. 

South Bethany Beach City Manager Maureen Hartman

We have engaged with all groups mentioned as well as Sea Grant and NOAA. 
Town of Henlopen Acres

Our Town Manager and Mayor regularly attend seminars and workshops offered by all of these groups to study the issue and learn best practices from other municipalities. 

· Would you participate in a group effort with ACT towns to coordinate our efforts and create a unified approach to address our common issues?
Dewey Beach Town Council Commissioners Dave Jasinski and Gary Persinger

Absolutely, and we look forward to joining with ACT towns to collaborate and also help improve our chances of gaining significant funding by combining our efforts. Our current issues with bayside flooding will be better addressed by combining our efforts with other nearby towns. 
South Bethany Beach City Manager Maureen Hartman
Yes, the Town is very conscientious about multi-municipal endeavors. ACT definitely stands a better chance for grant opportunities if we remain unified. 

Town of Henlopen Acres

We would be very interested in participating in any joint efforts to develop effective strategies for the coastal towns that we could adopt in our Town where applicable. 
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