
ConsideraƟon of Possible Changes to Building Permit Requirements 

Repairs to ResidenƟal and Commercial ProperƟes 

 Chapter 71 of the Town Code provides requirements that must be met for building
construcƟon in Dewey Beach.

 SecƟon 71-3 requires that “any person who may desire to erect, alter, repair, move, raze,
or add to any building or other structure, including fences, bulkheads and retaining
walls, within the Town, shall first apply to the Town for a building permit”.

 An excepƟon to the building permit requirements in SecƟon 71-4D provides that “a
building permit shall not be required for normal maintenance requiring less than $1,000
of material costs”.

 DefiniƟon of “construcƟon acƟviƟes” is provided in SecƟon 71-7A. The Town interprets
these acƟviƟes as requiring a building permit, but the descripƟon of these acƟviƟes is
not specifically referenced to the requirements in 71-3.

QuesƟons for Discussion 

 Are maintenance and repair synonymous for interpreƟng the requirements for a building
permit, or should there be more specific definiƟons for each term?

 Should the threshold of $1,000 in material costs for “normal maintenance” be
increased? The provision was enacted in 2006.

 Should repairs and/or maintenance be excluded from building permit requirements?
Although most residenƟal and commercial construcƟon requires permits from both
Sussex County and Dewey Beach, certain repair or maintenance items do not require a
permit in Sussex County.

Other ConsideraƟons 

 Building permits are an important source of revenue for the town. Expected revenues in
the current fiscal year total more than $650K.

 20% of permit revenues each month are allocated for infrastructure projects.

AƩachments 

Chapter71 Building ConstrucƟon 

Sussex County Permiƫng Requirements within MunicipaliƟes 

Discussion document originally presented to 
Town Council November of 2023 (10 pgs)



















ASSESSMENT DIVISION

BUILDING PERMITS

(302) 855-77207
(302) 853-5874 F

buildingpermits@sussexcountyde. gov

NI an rrfacttt red X{onres

. New or Replacement

Additions & Renovations
,\ccessoi't' Stnuctures

. Additions

. Wood Decks, Porches, Sunrooms

. Gas Fireplaces, Inserts, and Coal

. Siding

. Roofing*

. Interior/Exterior Renovations

. Finished Bonus Room

. Finished Basements

. Patios - Concrete/Brick/Paver

* Roofing includes structurai sheathing or change in material such as shingle to metal.

Additionally, please see below list of projects that do not require a permit through Sussex County'

. HVAC (If replacing exisring. A permit is required for new installation or additional units.)

. Fence or retaining ivalls toclated within a municipality, except for Siaughter Beach. (A permit is

required for proplties within the boundaries of the municipality of Slaughter Beach)

. Replacing flooring

. Painting

. Replacement of existing interior or exterior doors, or (2) or less existing windows

. Sidewalks and DrivewaYs

. Electrical and Plumbing

For more information, contact the Sussex County Building Perrnit Section at (302) 855-7720

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
2 THE ctRcLE I Po aox sas

GEORGETOWN, DELAWARE 19947

buggex @ountq
DELAWARE

sussexcountyde.gov

Permitting Requirements within Municipalities

In addition to the permit requirements of your local municipaiiry, a counly permit is also required for

certain building, placement, or improvements made to a property within Sussex Counly but inside the

boundary of a municiPalitY.

In most instances, plan review and inspections will be performed by your city or town officials' Some

municipalities have arranged for those- services to be performed by the County' Please talk to your

town or city for more information.

The following all require a permit from Sussex County:

Single ancl VIulti-F amill' Dw'ellings

Conrmercial Constructiorl

,{ccessort' Stntctu res

. Sheds - Pre-built & Site Built

. Gazebos & Pergolas

. Carports

. Playhouses

. Detached Structures (Garages & Pole

Buildings)
. Agricultural Buiidings
. Greenhouses
. Pools-lnground/Aboveground
. Solar Panel Installations (ground and

structure mounted)



Definition of Repair/Maintenance: 

1. Add the following definitions to our code (from the IEBC)

Repair: The reconstruction, replacement or renewal of any part of an existing
building for the purpose of its maintenance or to correct damage.

Maintenance:  is all the upkeep, repair, and other work performed on a building to
keep it safe, presentable, and functional.

Definition suggestions presented to Charter 
& Code 2/21/2024



Ordinance suggestion by Steve Spence 
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This chart shows the number of Permits issued by calendar year in 2022 & 2023 broken down into 
categories based on the Total Cost of Work (materials/Labor) on the Permit Applica�ons. 

The Total # of Permits for 2023 includes 30 permits issued with a $0 fee; most of these permits were for 
Tree pruning; 3 of the permits were for safety /road repairs being done on behalf of the Town of Dewey 
Beach. 

The Permit Count was calculated by using repor�ng from Edmunds GovTech.  First a report was 
generated which showed each permit issued along with other categories including Work Type, 
Labor/Materials Cost and Fees paid. As this report is fees based and does not recognize $0 fees, a second 
report that showed Building Permit Invoices and dollar amounts paid was also generated to iden�fy $0 
permits.   
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This chart and the table below show the Total Cost of Work (Materials/Labor) broken down into different 
dollar segments. 

Total Dollar Amount of Permits Requested 

     2022   2023  

 < $5,000   $             233,391   $              367,449  

 $5001 - $7000   $             198,586   $              208,719  

 $7,000 - $10,000   $             342,134   $              405,232 

 < $10,000   $             774,111   $              981,400  

 Total $    $       22,105,842   $        28,061,725  
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This chart represents the Permit Fees Collected vs. the Total Cost of the Work (Materials/Labor) on the 
Permit Applica�on for calendar years 2022 and 2023 
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Under the current structure, permits submited with a total cost of labor & materials under $1500 have a 
flat permit fee of $50.00.  Permits with a labor & material cost greater than $1500 are subject to a 
permit fee calculated as 3% of the total cost. Per town code, maintenance work with materials cost less 
than $1000 do not require a permit.   

 

2022 Calendar Year 

Material / Labor Cost # Permits Total Fees Collected Poten�al Loss if 
permits $7000 or less 
have flat fee of $50 

< Or = $5000 88 $ 7,841 $3441 
$5000 - $7000 33 $ 5,993 $4343 
$7000 - $10000 40 $ 10,264  
< $10000 Total 155 $ 24,098  

If fees were eliminated for all permits under $7,000, the town would have a loss of $13,834 

If a flat fee of $50 were implemented for all permits under $7,000, the town would have collected 
$6,050 (a loss of $7,784) 

 

2023 Calendar Year 

Material / Labor Cost # Permits Total Fees Collected Poten�al Loss if 
permits $7000 or less 
have flat fee of $50 

< Or = $5000 156 $ 16,293 $6,300 * 
$5000 - $7000 31 $ 6,176 $1,550 
$7000 - $10000 48 $ 13,522  
< $10000 Total 235 $ 35,991  

*This figure was adjusted to remove the 30 permits issued at $0  (126 * $50 = $6,300) 

If fees were eliminated for all permits under $7,000, the town would have a loss of $22,469. 

If a flat fee of $50 were implemented for all permits under $7,000, the town would have collected 
$7,850 (a loss of $14,619) 
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