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Current Requirements for Tree Removal 

 

Trees less than 20 inches in circumference measured 1 foot above the ground (diameter of 

6.4 inches) may be removed without a permit. Any tree that is not a native species (see 

attached list from code) may be removed without a permit. (This was probably not the 

intent.) 

o All trees 20 inches or greater in circumference may not be removed without 

permission from the Town. Permission will be granted for any tree that is less 

than 40 inches in circumference (diameter of 12.7 inches) and: 

 Is less than 25 feet in height; or 

 Removal is necessary to protect people and property from immediate 

harm (applies to trees of any height); or 

 The tree (any height) is in the footprint of any new construction, 

including the area needed to facilitate construction. 

o Removal of any tree that is 40 inches or greater in circumference must be 

supported by a signed statement from a licensed arborist or the Town stating 

the reason for removal. 

 What would be the acceptable reasons – protect from immediate harm, 

in footprint of new construction, diseased? 

 The Town will permit removal of a tree or trees in a tree stand (grouping of 5 or more 

trees) if: 

o The tree stand spans less than 50 feet in all directions, and the trees in the stand 

are less than 25 inches in circumference (would allow all trees of any height in 

the stand to be removed); or 

o Removal of the tree or trees is necessary to protect people and property from 

immediate harm (applies to trees of any height); or 

o The tree (any height) is in the footprint of any new construction, including the 

area needed to facilitate construction. 

 Although not explicit for trees in a tree stand, it seems likely that the intent was to 

require a statement from an arborist or from the town to justify removal of any tree 

that is 40 inches or greater in circumference. 

o Acceptable reasons not clear 

 Topping is prohibited but pruning is allowed, without the need for a permit. 

 Procedures for approval require a reasonable sketch of the property showing the 

location of all trees and structures on the property, including any proposed new 

construction or additions, and listing the size and species of each tree sought to be 

removed or destroyed. 

 Violation of any provision is a civil offense subject to a fine of $500 and replacement of 

any tree destroyed without permission. 

 Decisions may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment.  
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Possible Amendments 

 For trees less than 20 inches in circumference: 

o Trees may be removed at owner’s discretion without regard to species  

 For trees at least 20 inches in circumference but less than 40 inches: 

o If “immediate harm’ is the reason for removing a tree, require owner to 

provide statement from a licensed arborist  

 Town reserves the right to engage a consulting arborist before a final 

decision on issuing a permit 

 For trees at least 40 inches in circumference: 

o Specify acceptable reasons for removing a tree  

 Immediate harm 

 In footprint of new construction 

 Diseased or other reason why tree is unlikely to survive 

o Retain requirement for arborist or Town statement of reason for removal 

o Town reserves the right to engage a consulting arborist before a final 

decision on issuing a permit 

 Trees in the Town right-of-way of any size may not be removed without a permit 

 Delete 173-3 on tree stands and treat all trees the same 

 Require a no cost permit for tree pruning to alert Town and provide opportunity to 

review 

 Increase fine for violations, possibly 

o $1,000, or 

o $5,000 

 Require that trees removed under a permit be replaced with native species trees 

that meet minimum size requirements 

o 20 inches as minimum circumference 

o Minimum height 12 feet 

o Comparable size to tree removed 

 Change Town Code Enforcement Official to Building Official throughout 

Note: Is there a need to seek advice from a licensed arborist on circumference and height 

thresholds? 

 









PRUNING 

The selective removal of a portion of one or more branches to maintain tree 
safety and aesthetics. Pruning includes the removal of dead branches, removal 
of crowded or rubbing limbs, and elimination of hazards as a corrective or 
preventive measure. 
 

TOPPING 

The indiscriminate cutting of tree branches within a tree's crown to stubs or 
lateral branches that are not large enough to assume the terminal role to such 
a degree so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree. Other 
names for topping include "heading," "tipping," "hat racking," and "rounding 
over." 
 

From Chapter 1 of Town Code, Section 1-16 Definitions




