
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY OF WATERTOWN 

June 20, 2022 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith Presiding 

 

Present:  Council Member Patrick J. Hickey  

     Council Member Clifford G. Olney III  

   Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero   

   Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith   

 

Also Present:  Kenneth A. Mix, City Manager 

   Robert J. Slye, City Attorney 

 

City staff present:  James Mills, Michael Lumbis, Matthew Roy, Michael Delaney, Jennifer Voss 

 

The City Manager presented the following reports to Council: 

• Resolution No. 1 – Approving Pivot Employee Assistance Services Contract 

• Resolution No. 2 – Adopting the City of Watertown’s Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Program Annual Action Plan for Program Year 2022 

• Resolution No. 3 – Abandonment of Public Street – Portion of Columbia Street 

• Resolution No. 4 – Approving the Site Plan to Construct a 365 SF Building Addition and to 

Install a Drive Thru Lane at 121 Western Boulevard, Parcel Number 8-53-114.001 

• Resolution No. 5 – Approving the Special Use Permit Request Submitted by Stewart’s Shops to 

Allow a Gasoline Sales Station in a Neighborhood Business District at 703, 707, 715 

Washington Street and 108 Flower Avenue East, Parcel Numbers 11-12-126.000, 11-12-

125.000, 11-12-124.000 and 11-12-127.000 

• Resolution No. 6 – Approving Amendment Number 1 to the Contract with Barton & Loguidice, 

D.P.C. For the Downtown Revitalization Initiative Streetscape Project to Include Construction 

Support and Construction Inspection Services 

• Ordinance No. 1 – Amending the Code of the City of Watertown, §301-28 Bulk Water Charges 

• Sale of Surplus Hydro-electricity May 2022 

• Sales Tax Revenue – May 2022 

• Proposed Changes to the Christmas Parade and Tree Lighting Event 

Complete Reports on file in the office of the City Clerk 

 

Meeting opened with a moment of silence.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance was given. 

 

The reading of the minutes of the adjourned meeting of June 6, 2022 and the regular meeting of June 6, 

2022, was dispensed and accepted as written by motion of Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero, seconded 

by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting in favor thereof. 

 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

 

A claim was received from Tina Jones, 113 W Main Street, seeking reimbursement for damages due to 

personal injuries sustained during an incident on the Paratransit Bus on March 19, 2022. 
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Above claim has been referred to the Board of Audit. 

 

P R I V I L E G E  O F  T H E  F L O O R  

 

S.G. Gates, 157 Dorsey Street, addressed Council regarding a pain center closing and legislation against 

the use of opioid medication for controlling pain.  He talked about his personal injuries and the pain that 

he suffers, which has disabled him.  He said he is concerned that people living with pain may turn to the 

use of heroin to control their pain since they are unable to obtain opioid medication, and this may 

increase the number of overdose deaths. 

 

Patricia Whalen, 11 Public Square, mentioned the handicap ramp and parking spots in front of the 

Woolworth building and said they are being abused and illegally used.  She also asked for the time limit 

on the 15-minute parking spots to be increased to 30-minute parking spots to allow disabled people more 

time to unload their items from their vehicle to the apartments in the building.  She also requested a 

covered bench area near the hospital for people waiting for the bus. 

 

Jason Traynor, 424 Arsenal Street, stated that he submitted his name for the Transportation 

Commission and expressed his disappointment in not being chosen because he thinks he has a lot of 

good ideas for improvements to the bus system.  He also expressed his concerns with Council approving 

raises to the Watertown Housing Authority employees, recounting issues that he had while living in 

housing managed by the Watertown Housing Authority.  Lastly, he expressed his concerns with the 

condition of the roads and the City in general and commented that this is what causes people to leave the 

City. 

 

Jonathan Phillips, 735 Mill Street, said he wants longer hours for the bus system.  He mentioned that 

he has also spoken to many City staff members who know what the City needs, and they state they are 

not allowed to speak directly to Council Members.  He also commented that he feels the City Manager is 

not doing a good job.  He remarked that he thinks the City is falling apart, listing all the issues that he 

sees, and said it all starts with Council Members. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N S  

 

Resolution No. 1 – Approving Pivot Employee Assistance Services Contract 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero   

WHEREAS Employee Assistance Programs are designed to assist employees and their families 

with difficult issues related to finances, stress at home and in the workplace, substance abuse, and other 

issues related to the well-being of employees, and  

 

 WHEREAS an Employee Assistance Program is an effective and supportive management tool 

aimed at helping employees cope with life’s many challenges, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City wishes to provide such a program for its employees and their families in 

compliance with NYS DOT and FTA requirements, and  
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 WHEREAS the City of Watertown wishes to enter into a Service Agreement with Pivot, 167 

Polk Street, Watertown, New York, for one year,  

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown hereby 

approves the Pivot Employee Assistance Services Contract between the City of Watertown and Pivot 

(formerly Northern Employee Assistance Services), a copy of which is attached and made part of this 

resolution, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to 

execute the Contract on behalf of the City. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting yea. 

 

Resolution No. 2 – Adopting the City of Watertown’s Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Program Annual Action Plan for Program Year 2022 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero   

WHEREAS on August 5, 2013, the City Council adopted a resolution authorizing the City of 

Watertown to become an Entitlement Grantee under the rules and regulations of the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the Community Development Block Grant Program 

(CDBG), and 

 

 WHEREAS, as an Entitlement Grantee, the City must adopt Annual Action Plans for its Housing 

and Community Development Program, and 

 

 WHEREAS Annual Action Plans must be developed with community input and citizen 

participation, and  

 

 WHEREAS Staff conducted outreach efforts with local constituency groups and presented an 

overview of the program and discussed project priorities at the February 22, 2022, City Council meeting, 

and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council held a public hearing on March 7, 2022, to solicit public comments 

regarding the development of funding priorities and projects to be included in the Program Year 2022 

Annual Action Plan, and 

 

 WHEREAS a draft of the Program Year 2022 Annual Action Plan was completed and published 

on March 25, 2022, and 

 

 WHEREAS the draft plan was made available to the public for review and placed in various 

offices at City Hall, at the Roswell P. Flower Memorial Library, at the Watertown Housing Authority 

offices and on the City’s website, and 

  

WHEREAS a 30-day public comment period for the plan was held starting on March 25, 2022, 

after a notice of the comment period was published in the Watertown Daily Times, and 

 

WHEREAS the plan was finalized after the 30-day public comment period, 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby adopts the City of 

Watertown’s CDBG Annual Action Plan for Program Year 2022 and authorizes the submission of the 

plan to HUD which allocates the CDBG funds as follows: 

 

Seward Street - Street Reconstruction Project $250,080.00 

Franklin Street Area ADA Ramp Project $100,000.00 

Northeast and Near East Target Areas Tree Planting Project $15,000.00 

NorthStar Playground Enhancements $5,000.00 

Owner Occupied Housing Rehabilitation $196,000.00 

Homebuyer Program $196,000.00 

518 Pine St. Transitional Housing SRO $15,000.00 

Homeless Assistance $7,500.00 

Fair Housing Education $5,000.00 

Burlington Street Reconstruction Design $50,000.00 

Program Administration $65,500.00 

  
Total Funds Proposed for Allocation $905,080.00 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

 

Prior to the vote on the foregoing resolution, Mayor Smith mentioned the plan lists $15,000 for the 

operating costs of Transitional Housing at 518 Pine Street, which is a project of Transitional Living.  He 

commented that he is not sure if it is the City’s responsibility to provide funding for operating costs and 

suggested the $15,000 could go towards the street reconstruction projects to help offset the 

recommended decrease in funds to those projects since the CDBG allocation was less than expected. 

 

Motion was made by Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith to amend the foregoing resolution and proposed 

CDBG Annual Action Plan to remove the funding for 518 Pine Street Transitional Housing SRO 

and allocate the funds toward the Seward Street Reconstruction Project and the Burlington Street 

Reconstruction Project.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce. 

 

Noting Transitional Living is a not-for-profit organization, Council Member Pierce said she has 

concerns with Council getting into a situation of picking and choosing between not-for-profit 

organizations. 

 

Planning and Community Development Director Michael Lumbis informed Council that the City has 

supported operating costs in the past with the CDBG COVID-19 funds and listed examples. 

 

Mayor Smith noted that those were one-time requests done specifically with the COVID-19 CDBG 

funding and not with the City’s normal CDBG allocation. 

 

Mr. Lumbis explained the process for developing the CDBG Annual Action Plan, noting the public 

participation portion of it, and indicated that the 518 Pine Street Transitional Housing request was a 

result of that outreach.  He also pointed out that this was discussed at a work session and the list of 

projects was agreed upon by Council.  He advised that if Council makes adjustments to the specific 

projects and funding, then staff would have to republish the document and redo the public comment 

period, which would delay the whole process. 
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Mayor Smith questioned this, noting that staff recommended changes to the proposed plan due to the 

total allocation of CDBG funds being $60,000 less than expected. 

 

Mr. Lumbis pointed out page 26 of the plan which explains a contingency plan if the total allocation was 

more or less than expected and he said that is what staff was following when recommending the 

decrease to the street reconstruction projects.  He confirmed for Council Member Olney that the $15,000 

for operating costs met CDBG criteria. 

 

Council Member Olney commented that he sees this use of funding as the City sharing in the 

responsibility of the homeless situation in the City. 

 

Council Member Ruggiero asked if this will be a one-time grant of funds to Transitional Living. 

 

Mr. Lumbis explained that it is an eligible use of the CDBG funds so the organization could request this 

again.  

 

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing motion for amendment and was defeated 

with all voting nay except Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith voting 

yea. 

  

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing resolution and carried with all voting 

yea except Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith voting nay.  

 

Resolution No. 3 – Abandonment of Public Street – Portion of Columbia Street 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero   

WHEREAS a 50’ x 192’ portion of Columbia Street located immediately east of Pleasant Street 

North is not used or needed for street purposes, and 

 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown has no plans to develop the section of land into a city street, 

and 

 

WHEREAS at the June 7, 2022, meeting, the City of Watertown Planning Board voted to 

recommend abandonment of a 50’ x 192’ portion of Columbia Street, located immediately east of 

Pleasant Street North, and 

 

WHEREAS a public hearing concerning the abandoning of the described portion of Columbia 

Street was held on July 5, 2022 after due public notice pursuant to General City Law Section 29, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown that the 

50; x 192’ portion of Columbia Street located immediately east of Pleasant Street North is hereby 

abandoned, discontinued, and closed as a public street, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby directed to cause the removal of 

said portion of Columbia Street from all City maps, “Official” and otherwise, including the Tax 

Assessment maps. 
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Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

 

Motion was made by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero to schedule a Public Hearing on the 

foregoing resolution for Tuesday, July 5, 2022 at 7:15 p.m.  Motion was seconded by Council 

Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting in favor thereof.    

 

Resolution No. 4 – Approving the Site Plan to Construct a 365 SF Building Addition and to Install 

a Drive Thru Lane at 121 Western Boulevard, Parcel Number 8-53-114.001 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero   

WHEREAS Fenn Moun of WD Partners on behalf of Chipotle Mexican Grill, has submitted an 

application for Site Plan Approval to construct a 365 SF building addition and to install a drive-thru lane 

at 121 Western Boulevard, Parcel Number 8-53-114.100, and 

 

WHEREAS the Jefferson County Planning Board reviewed the application at its May 31, 2022 

meeting, pursuant to Section 239-m of New York State General Municipal Law, and determined the 

proposal was of local concern only, and 

 

WHEREAS the Planning Board of the City of Watertown reviewed the site plan at its meeting 

held on June 7, 2022 and voted to recommend that the City Council of the City of Watertown approve 

the site plan with the following conditions: 

 

1. The applicant shall install a yield sign for traffic exiting the proposed drive-thru lane to 

mitigate potential conflicts with southbound vehicles in the adjacent drive aisle. 

2. The applicant shall install stop signs and paint stop bars on all sides of the four-way 

intersection at the southeast corner of the site that would feed the proposed drive-thru 

lane to control traffic entering the intersection from these directions and mitigate 

potential conflicts with vehicles attempting to enter the proposed drive-thru lane.  

3. The applicant shall paint a crosswalk across the north side of the internal four-way 

intersection and drive-thru lane to ensure safe pedestrian access to the restaurant’s main 

entrance from the eastern parking spaces. 

4. The applicant shall maintain/replace the existing ADA ramp near the southeast corner of 

the building to maintain accessibility to the building from the overall sidewalk network. 

5. The applicant shall replace the deciduous tree that is proposed for removal at the entrance 

to the drive-thru lane and must plant the replacement tree elsewhere on the collective 

lands of 121 Western Boulevard. 

6. The applicant must obtain the following permits, minimally, prior to demolition and 

construction:  Demolition Permit, Building Permit, and a Zoning Compliance Certificate. 

 

And, 

  

 WHEREAS the City Council has reviewed the Short Environmental Assessment Form, 

responding to each of the questions contained in Part 2, and has determined that the project, as 

submitted, is an Unlisted Action and will not have a significant impact on the environment, and 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown 

declares that the proposed construction and site plan constitute an Unlisted Action for the purposes of 
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SEQRA and hereby determines that the project, as proposed, will not have a significant impact on the 

environment, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is an express condition of this Site Plan Approval that the 

applicant provide the City Engineer with a copy of any change in stamped plans forming the basis for 

this approval at the same time such plans are provided to the 

contractor.  If plans are not provided as required by this condition of site plan approval, the City Code 

Enforcement Officer shall direct that work on the project site shall immediately cease until such time as 

the City Engineer is provided with the revised stamped plans.  Additionally, any change in the approved 

plan, which, in the opinion of the City Engineer, would require Amended Site Plan Approval, will result 

in immediate cessation of the affected portion of the project work until such time as the amended site 

plan is approved.  The City Code Enforcement Officer is directed to periodically review on-site plans to 

determine whether the City Engineer has been provided with plans as required by this approval, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown that Site Plan 

Approval is hereby granted to Fenn Moun of WD Partners on behalf of Chipotle Mexican Grill to 

construct a 365 SF building addition and to install a drive-thru lane at 121 Western Boulevard, Parcel 

Number 8-53-114.100, as depicted on the site plan submitted to the City Planning and Community 

Development Department on May 11, 2022, contingent upon the applicant meeting the conditions listed 

above. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting yea. 

  

Resolution No. 5 – Approving the Special Use Permit Request Submitted by Stewart’s Shops to 

Allow a Gasoline Sales Station in a Neighborhood Business District at 703, 707, 715 Washington 

Street and 108 Flower Avenue East, Parcel Numbers 11-12-126.000, 11-12-125.000, 11-12-124.000 

and 11-12-127.000 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero   

 WHEREAS Stewart’s Shops Incorporated has made an application for a Special Use Permit to 

allow a gasoline sales station in a Neighborhood Business District at 703, 707, 715 Washington Street 

and 108 Flower Avenue East, Respective Parcel Numbers 11-12-126.000,  

11-12-125.000, 11-12-124.000 and 11-12-127.000, and 

 

 WHEREAS the Planning Board of the City of Watertown reviewed the request for a Special Use 

Permit at its meeting held on June 7, 2022, and voted to recommend that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown approve the Special Use Permit with the following conditions: 

 

1. The applicant shall either provide adequate noise attenuation to protect the residential 

property at 719 Washington Street from noise generated by the HVAC units on the south 

side of the proposed convenience store or install an HVAC unit that is proven to run 

quietly in order to avoid disruptive noise across the property line. 

2. The hours of operation for both the convenience store and the gasoline sales station shall 

be limited to 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

3. The hours for convenience store inventory delivery and garbage collection shall be 

limited to 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

4. The applicant shall install a no-right-turn sign at the northern exit from the site onto 

Flower Avenue East. 
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5. The proposed fence and all proposed landscaping shown on the site plan submitted to the 

City Planning and Community Development Department on May 24, 2022 shall be 

maintained in perpetuity to ensure that both will continue to provide screening and 

buffering of the gas station use from the neighboring properties. 

 

And, 

 

 WHEREAS a public hearing was held on the proposed Special Use Permit on 

July 5, 2022, after due public notice, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City Council previously considered the “whole action” pursuant to SEQRA, and 

adopted a Resolution on April 18, 2022 finding that the project, as submitted, is an Unlisted Action and 

will not have a significant effect on the environment,  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown that a 

Special Use Permit is hereby granted to Stewart’s Shops Inc. to allow a gasoline sales station in a 

Neighborhood Business District at 703, 707, 715 Washington Street and 108 Flower Avenue East, 

Respective Parcel Numbers 11-12-126.000, 11-12-125.000, 11-12-124.000 and 11-12-127.000, 

contingent upon the applicant meeting the conditions listed above. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

 

Motion was made by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero to schedule a Public Hearing on the 

foregoing resolution for Tuesday, July 5, 2022 at 7:15 p.m.  Motion was seconded by Council 

Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting in favor thereof.    

 

Resolution No. 6 – Approving Amendment Number 1 to the Contract with Barton & Loguidice, 

D.P.C. For the Downtown Revitalization Initiative Streetscape Project to Include Construction 

Support and Construction Inspection Services 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero   

 WHEREAS the City of Watertown has awarded a construction contract to CCI Companies, Inc. 

in the amount of $3,647,704.75 for the Watertown Streetscape Design Improvements project, which the 

City is paying for using a combination of Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI), American Rescue 

Plan (ARPA) and Consolidated Local Street and Highway Improvement Program (CHIPS) funds, as 

well as a National Grid Urban Center/Commercial District Revitalization grant, and 

 

 WHEREAS Barton and Loguidice served as the City’s lead design consultant during the design 

phase of the project and prepared the Bid Book as well as all construction documents on behalf of the 

City, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City desires to hire a qualified engineering firm to perform construction 

inspection duties during the construction phase of the project, and requested a quote from Barton & 

Loguidice for construction inspection services, and 

 

 WHEREAS Barton & Loguidice has developed an amendment to the Professional Services 

Agreement dated March 22, 2021 between the City of Watertown and Barton & Loguidice to add 
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construction support and part-time construction inspection to the scope of services for the additional 

amount of $106,100, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby approves Amendment 

Number 1 to the contract with Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C. for the Downtown Streetscape Design Project 

for construction support and construction inspection, a copy of which is attached and made part of this 

resolution, for an additional amount not to exceed $106,100, and,  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to 

execute Amendment Number 1 on behalf of the City. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

 

Prior to the vote on the foregoing resolution, Mayor Smith asked why there was an increase in 

construction support. 

 

City Manager Mix explained that construction support was not part of the contract and, now that the 

project has been bid out, it needed to be added to the original contract. 

 

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing resolution and carried with all voting 

yea. 

  

 

O R D I N A N C E S  

 

Ordinance No. 1 – Amending the Code of the City of Watertown, §301-28 Bulk Water Charges 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero   

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council that Chapter 301 of the Code of the City of Watertown 

is hereby amended by deleting Sections 301-28 (A), and (B) and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the City Council that the Code of the City of Watertown, 

Chapter 301 is hereby amended by adding thereto new Sections 301-28 (A) as follows: 

 

 301-28. Bulk Water Charges.   

 

A. The charge for water obtained from the bulk fill station at the Water Treatment Plant, 1707 

Huntington Street shall be as follows: 

 

(1)  $8.50 per 1,000 gallons  

 

And, 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall take effect as soon as it has been 

published once in the official newspaper of the City of Watertown, or as the City Manager directs. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

 

http://ecode360.com/13591283#13591283
http://ecode360.com/13591285#13591285
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Motion for unanimous consent moved by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero, seconded by Council 

Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting in favor thereof.  

 

Prior to the vote on the foregoing ordinance, Council Member Hickey asked what the current rate was. 

 

Mr. Mix replied that it is currently $7.19 and explained that the increase is to offset the increase in the 

fee for the new credit card payment system. 

 

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing ordinance and carried with all voting 

yea. 

  

S T A F F  R E P O R T S  

 

Sale of Surplus Hydro-electricity May 2022 

A report was available for Council to review. 

 

Sales Tax Revenue – May 2022 

A report was available for Council to review. 

 

Proposed Changes to the Christmas Parade and Tree Lighting Event 

Mayor Smith reviewed the staff memo recommending the change to the parade route and tree lighting 

ceremony.  He said he agrees with holding the parade on Friday night because it will be easier for 

families, especially those with school-age children.  Regarding the route, he said he would prefer to keep 

the route on Public Square because businesses stay open for it and there is more room for the public. 

 

Council Member Hickey said he has heard from people that like the music played on Public Square and 

do not want that to change. 

 

Council Member Olney commented that the previous dancing lights on trees in Public Square were 

interesting but feels more could be done with static lights. He also questioned where the viewing stand 

would be if the parade route was to be changed. 

 

Senior Planner Jennifer Voss explained there would still be a viewing station for Council Members, 

similar to what is done at other parades, but it will be closer to City Hall in order to proceed into the tree 

lighting ceremony of the large evergreen tree in front of City Hall.  She remarked that the Christmas 

Parade Committee would like to try something different this year in hopes of having a bigger parade 

with more participants if the parade route was longer.  She said that in previous years participants have 

made comments that a longer route would make the effort put into building a float more worthwhile.  

She provided an overview of the suggested changes and said that they could still incorporate music into 

the Public Square area. 

 

Council Member Ruggiero commented that the suggested route will end at Stone Street which is still 

close to Public Square and the downtown businesses. 

 

Council Member Pierce said she is willing to try it this way this year and she likes the idea of static 

lights and the music. 
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Mayor Smith joked that he would like to see the Planning Department put a float together for the parade 

this year. 

 

N E W  B U S I N E S S  

 

Recent Meetings and Upcoming Events  

Council Member Hickey announced the following upcoming meetings and events: Alliance for a Better 

Community Meeting on June 21, WARM Center Meeting on June 22, Watertown Local Development 

Corporation Meeting on June 23, Friends of Thompson Park Meeting on June 23, NYS Cannabis 

Control Board Meeting on June 23, Downtown Block Party on June 24, Safe Talk Suicide Prevention 

Meeting on June 27, Primary Elections on June 28, VAPE Committee Meeting on June 29 and the 

Concert in the Park on June 30. 

 

Alteri Pool Opening 

Council Member Hickey asked if the Alteri Pool is still scheduled to open on Thursday, June 23. 

 

Mr. Mix indicated that he did not have a specific date for the opening yet. 

 

Zoning Ordinance Update 

Council Member Hickey explained the status of the update to the Zoning Ordinance, listing the proposed 

dates for its various presentations to Council, public comment period, submission to the County 

Planning Board and potential adoption by Council.  He indicated these dates fall within the months of 

August through November. 

 

Early Voting for the Primary Election 

Council Member Hickey listed the various dates and times that early voting will be available.  He 

advised that this will take place at the Jefferson County Building located at 175 Arsenal Street. 

 

Streetlights on Clinton Street 

Council Member Olney noted that, at the last meeting, the streetlights on Clinton Street were discussed 

and there was going to be a proposal on how to fix the issue given to Council.  He said he would like to 

see how much it would cost to fix this. 

 

Parking on Mullin Street 

Council Member Olney advised that a constituent reported an issue with the parking on Mullin Street 

and there is concern that a fire truck would not be able to get down the street. 

 

Skunk on Hoard Street 

Council Member Olney reported that there is a resident complaining of a skunk living in and around 

their home. 

 

Comments from Privilege of the Floor - Council Member Olney   

Council Member Olney responded to Mr. Traynor’s comments about not being appointed to the 

Transportation Commission, mentioning recent conversations that he has had with Mr. Traynor 

regarding the mask mandate being tied to Federal funding.   
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Council Member Olney also addressed Mr. Phillips’ concerns about the City Manager, noting that the 

position of Confidential Assistant to the City Manager was approved, and once filled, will provide Mr. 

Mix more time to deal with unresolved issues.  He added that he feels Mr. Mix is doing a good job and 

that, after the budget takes effect on July 1, the City should see more being done than ever before. 

 

Council Member Olney agreed with Mr. Gates’ concerns over the opioid problem and the issues of 

dealing with pain control and the fear that people may turn to drugs off the street. He said that he had 

sent letters to his State and Federal representatives. 

 

Skateboard Park  

Council Member Olney said he would like a work session topic to be dedicated to the concept of 

building a better skateboard park.  He mentioned that one of the local skateboarders knows Tony Hawk 

and there is an organization that will work with the local community to develop a skateboard park that 

could be a tourism attraction. 

   

Eclipse Meeting 

Council Member Pierce gave an update from the last meeting, mentioning the new website and 

marketing that will be done for the event. 

 

Friends of the Flower Memorial Library 

Council Member Pierce announced that the Friends of Flower Memorial Library are accepting book 

donations for the Library’s annual book sale, which will be held in October. 

 

Response to Comments from Privilege of the Floor - Council Member Ruggiero  

Council Member Ruggiero responded to Mr. Traynor’s complaints about the Watertown Housing 

Authority, stating Council tried to address them but Mr. Traynor was not happy with what was done. 

 

Friends of Thompson Park Meeting/Disc Ball 

Council Member Ruggiero stated that the individual who would like to organize disc ball will be in 

attendance and providing a presentation. 

 

Mount Carmel Feast 

Council Member Ruggiero mentioned that this event will be held again this year and it starts on Friday, 

June 24.  

 

Additional Community Events Attended 

Council Member Ruggiero mentioned the following events that she and other Council Members 

attended:  Ribbon Cutting at AAA, the Port Authority Flag from 9/11 Ceremony held at the Fire Station, 

Planning Board Meeting, Realtor Cleanup Day at the Park, Advantage Watertown Meeting, Pride Flag 

Raising and the Juneteenth Flag Raising. 

 

Mayor’s Absence at Flag Raising Ceremony 

Council Member Ruggiero mentioned that Mayor Smith could not attend the flag raising ceremonies this 

past Saturday and, instead of asking her to fill in, he asked former Mayor Butler to step in on his behalf.  

Noting that she is the senior Council Member, she said she felt that she should have been asked, similar 

to how the Mayor’s absence is handled during Council Meetings in Rules of Council.  She commented 

that she took offense to this and wants to bring a resolution forward to set a procedure for when the 
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Mayor is unable to attend an event.  Lastly, she read from Rules of Council pertaining to the absence of 

the Mayor at a meeting. 

 

Mayor Smith explained that there was a family emergency which caused him not to be able to attend the 

flag raising ceremony at the last minute, so he reached out to former Mayor Butler to act on his behalf.  

He apologized, stating there was nothing malicious intended by this. 

 

Response to Comments from Privilege of the Floor - Mayor Smith   

Mayor Smith responded to Mr. Traynor’s comments regarding the Watertown Housing Authority, 

stating that they do a good job and they have standards that they must abide by.   

 

Mayor Smith also responded to Mr. Phillips’ comments, stating that City Manager Mix is doing a good 

job. 

 

Social Media Post Regarding Code Enforcement   

Mayor Smith stated that he was sent a meme that had been posted on social media implying that Code 

Enforcement was closing down lemonade stands and asked the City Manager if this was true. 

 

Mr. Mix replied that it was not. 

 

Mayor Smith commented that he felt the meme was “over the top” and argued that Code Enforcement is 

just doing their job, which requires them to enforce State regulations. 

 

Removal of Buckthorn in Thompson Park 

Mayor Smith encouraged Council Members and the public to visit Thompson Park to see the work that 

is being done to remove the overgrown buckthorn throughout the park.  He said he thinks it looks good. 

 

Motion was made by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero to move into Executive Session to discuss 

the employment history of a particular person.  

 

Motion was seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting in favor 

thereof. 

 

Council moved into Executive Session at 8:14 p.m. 

 

Council reconvened at 8:46 p.m. 

 

A D J O U R N M E N T  

 

At the call of the chair, meeting was duly adjourned at 8:46 p.m. by motion of Council Member 

Lisa A. Ruggiero, seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting in 

favor thereof. 

 
Ann M. Saunders 

City Clerk 


