
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY OF WATERTOWN 

July 18, 2022 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith Presiding 

 

Present:  Council Member Clifford G. Olney III  

   Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero   

   Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith   

 

Not Present:  Council Member Patrick J. Hickey 

 

Also Present:  Kenneth A. Mix, City Manager 

   Christina Stone, City Attorney 

 

 

City staff present:  James Mills, Michael Lumbis, Michael Delaney 

 

The City Manager presented the following reports to Council: 

• Resolution No. 1 - Approving Intermunicipal Agreement Between City of Watertown and 

Jefferson County, Pedestrian Signal Improvement Project, PIN 709PS02 

• Resolution No. 2 - Rejecting Bids for Thompson Park Pinnacle Masonry Restoration project 

• Resolution No. 3 - Approving Agreement for Professional Services for a Master Plan for John C. 

Thompson Park – Starr Whitehouse 

• Ordinance No. 1 - Changing the Approved Zoning Classification of 1008 Glen Street, Parcel 

Number 09-12-102.100 from Residence B to Commercial 

• Laid Over Under the Rules – An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of $3,000,000 Bonds of the 

City of Watertown, Jefferson County, New York, to Pay the Cost of Water Treatment Plant 

Improvements, Including Filter Underdrain and Media Replacement, in and for Said City 

• Tax Sale Properties 

• Sales Tax Revenue – June 2022 

• Sale of Surplus Hydro-electricity – June 2022 

• Emerald Ash Borer Treatment for City’s Ash Trees 

Complete Reports on file in the office of the City Clerk 

 

Meeting opened with a moment of silence.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance was given. 

 

The reading of the minutes of the regular meeting of July 5, 2022 and work session July 11, 2022, was 

dispensed and accepted as written by motion of Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero, seconded by 

Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all present voting in favor thereof. 

 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

 

No Communications. 
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P R I V I L E G E  O F  T H E  F L O O R  

 

Brian Ashley, 263 Thompson Boulevard, stated that he is the Vice Chairman of the Friends of 

Thompson Park and was speaking on their behalf.  He reminded Council of the work that the Friends of 

Thompson Park have done recently and stressed that they serve as an advisory board.  He urged Council 

to support the resolution for the Master Plan of the Park. 

 

Jason Traynor, 424 Arsenal Street, thanked the Mayor for videotaping the limited usage of the 

Fairgrounds pool and said he does not agree with Council Member Ruggiero, Council Member Hickey, 

and Council Member Olney spending the money for a third pool.  He suggested other things that should 

be addressed in the City with the money instead of a third pool. 

 

Carrie Chouinard, William Street, spoke passionately about preserving a willow tree located on the 

Watertown Golf Club within Thompson Park. 

 

Jonathan Phillips, 735 Mill Street, questioned how a Valero gas station was able to open on Mill Street 

at the prior Russell’s auto repair shop without going through the Planning Board process.  He also spoke 

of his support for three pools in the City of Watertown and suggested putting solar panels on the rooftop 

of the pools and other buildings throughout the City. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N S  

 

Resolution No. 1 - Approving Intermunicipal Agreement Between City of Watertown and 

Jefferson County, Pedestrian Signal Improvement Project, PIN 709PS02 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero  

WHEREAS the New York State Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway 

Administration have made funding available through the Highway Safety Improvement Program for six 

intersections throughout the City, and 

 

WHEREAS to complete the improvements, there is a need to construct sidewalks and sidewalk 

ramps that impact property beyond the existing roadway boundaries including property owned by the 

County.  More specifically, at the southeast quadrant of the intersection of Arsenal and Sherman Streets 

there is an area identified behind the existing sidewalk outside of the existing highway boundary, and 

 

WHEREAS New York State and Federal Highway Aid projects require the City to have an 

Agreement in place for construction activity on all property not owned by the City, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown hereby 

approves the Intermunicipal Agreement Between City of Watertown and Jefferson County for the 

Pedestrian Signal Improvement Project, a copy of which is attached and made part of this resolution, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith is hereby authorized and directed 

to execute the Intermunicipal Agreement on behalf of the City of Watertown. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all present voting yea. 

 

Resolution No. 2 - Rejecting Bids for Thompson Park Pinnacle Masonry Restoration project 
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Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero  

WHEREAS the City Purchasing Department has advertised for bids for the Thompson Park 

Pinnacle Masonry Restoration Project, as per City specifications, and 

 

 WHEREAS on Thursday, July 7, 2022, at 2:00 p.m., eight (8) bids were received and publicly 

opened and read, and 

 

 WHEREAS after review and consultation with the New York State Office of Parks,  

Recreation and Historic Preservation (NYS OPRHP), it was determined that the project plans and 

specifications did not include several standard references required by NYS, and 

 

 WHEREAS NYS OPRHP has advised that the City will need to rebid the project with the 

appropriate language as the State will not reimburse the City for the work unless it is included, and 

 

 WHEREAS rebidding the project with the updated specifications will require the City Council to 

reject the current bids,  

  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown rejects 

the bids received for the Thompson Park Pinnacle Masonry Restoration Project, so that it can be rebid 

with the appropriate grant references and documents required by NYS OPRHP. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all present voting yea. 

 

Resolution No. 3 - Approving Agreement for Professional Services for a Master Plan for John C. 

Thompson Park – Starr Whitehouse 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero  

WHEREAS the City Council desires to prepare a Master Plan for John C. Thompson Park, and 

 

WHEREAS a proposal to prepare a Master Plan was solicited from Starr Whitehouse Landscape 

Architects and Planners PLLC, and 

 

WHEREAS Starr Whitehouse submitted a proposal to prepare the Master Plan for $135,000,  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown hereby 

approves the Scope of Services Agreement with Starr Whitehouse Landscape Architects in the amount 

of $135,000, a copy of which is attached and made part of this resolution, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Manager Kenneth A. Mix is hereby authorized and 

directed to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City of Watertown. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

 

Council Member Olney expressed his support for the Thompson Park Master Plan and noted that the 

public will have an opportunity to provide input into the plan.  He commented that the City first needs a 

plan to then develop the projects to work on.  He mentioned the cutting back of brush that is occurring in 

the Park and said the public may find more comfort in this once there is a plan in place. 
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Council Member Pierce noted that Thompson Park was rediscovered during the pandemic and this plan 

will help develop the Park into the future.  She also mentioned that the public will have a chance to 

provide input and indicated that Starr Whitehouse will partner with GYMO, so there will be local 

involvement. 

 

Council Member Ruggiero agreed, stating that it is a very extensive plan and she liked that the proposal 

included other projects that Starr Whitehouse has been involved in, such as the Zoo’s Master Plan and 

parks within New York City. 

 

Mayor Smith pointed out that Starr Whitehouse has worked on other Olmstead parks.  He noted that, in 

phase three, they will be reaching out to community members and users for their thoughts and input.  He 

mentioned that Council had a work session about a month ago regarding the removal of overgrown 

brush and buckthorn, which will return the park into the gem that it was, and this master plan will 

enhance that further. 

 

Council Member Olney asked if there was a timeline for the completion of the plan. 

 

City Manager Mix indicated that the development of a timeline is part of phase one.  He discussed the 

removal of buckthorn further, stating it will offer more areas that can be used within the Park and 

provide more opportunities for recreation. 

 

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing resolution and carried with all present 

voting yea.  

 

O R D I N A N C E S  

 

Ordinance No. 1 - Changing the Approved Zoning Classification of 1008 Glen Street, Parcel 

Number 09-12-102.100 from Residence B to Commercial 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero  

BE IT ORDAINED where John Bellanger has made an application by petition filed with the City 

Clerk, pursuant to Section 83 of the New York General City Law to change the approved zoning 

classification of 1008 Glen Street, Parcel Number 09-12-102.100 from Residence B to Commercial and 

 

WHEREAS the Planning Board of the City of Watertown considered the zone change request at 

its July 12, 2022, meeting and defeated a motion recommending that City Council change the approved 

zoning classification as requested, and 

 

 WHEREAS the Jefferson County Planning Board was scheduled to consider the zone change at 

its meeting held on July 26, 2022 pursuant to General Municipal Law Section 239-m, and 

 

 WHEREAS a public hearing was held on the proposed zone change on August 1, 2022, after due 

public notice, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City Council has made a declaration of Negative Findings of the impacts of the 

proposed zone change according to the requirements of SEQRA, and 
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 WHEREAS the City Council deems it in the best interest of the citizens of the City of 

Watertown to approve the requested zone change, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that the approved zoning classification of 1008 Glen 

Street, Parcel Number 09-12-102.100 shall be changed from Residence B to Commercial, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Zoning Map of the City of Watertown shall be amended 

to reflect the zone change, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED this amendment to the Zoning Ordinance of the City of 

Watertown shall take effect as soon as it is published once in the official newspaper of the City of 

Watertown, or otherwise printed as the City Manager directs. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

 

Motion was made by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero to schedule a Public Hearing on the 

foregoing ordinance for Monday, August 1, 2022 at 7:15 p.m.  Motion was seconded by Council 

Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all present voting in favor thereof.    

 

O L D  B U S I N E S S  

 

An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of $3,000,000 Bonds of the City of Watertown, Jefferson 

County, New York, to Pay the Cost of Water Treatment Plant Improvements, Including Filter 

Underdrain and Media Replacement, in and for Said City.  (Introduced on 7/5/2022; laid over under 

the rules; appears in its entirety in the 2022 Minutes Book on page 10-12 of the 7/5/2022 minutes). 

 

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing ordinance and carried with all present 

voting yea. 

 

S T A F F  R E P O R T S  

 

Tax Sale Properties 

Mayor Smith remarked that this is a complete list of the properties for which the City has issued itself a 

tax deed. 

 

Emerald Ash Borer Treatment for City’s Ash Trees 

Council Member Olney thanked staff for this report and said he supports spending the money to treat the 

remaining ash trees, in an effort to save them. 

 

Council Member Ruggiero agreed, noting that she would support upto, and not to exceed, that amount. 

 

Mr. Mix explained that Council could readopt the budget with a set dollar amount that it is willing to 

spend. 

 

Council Member Olney asked if the City could address the trees on private property or if the 

homeowners could pay to have the work done while the City is doing the treatment to the other trees on 

public property. 
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Mr. Mix explained that the City cannot do treatments on private property, but he would have to 

investigate if there is a way to have the property owner pay for the treatment of their private property at 

the same time the City is doing treatments.  

 

Sales Tax Revenue – June 2022 

Council Member Olney wondered how the State’s reduction in gas tax would affect the City’s portion of 

sales tax.  

 

City Comptroller James Mills explained that the State is usually behind a quarter in providing details to 

the sales tax distribution, so he currently does not have a way of determining that. 

 

Mayor Smith pointed out, for the public’s benefit, that sales tax revenue is down approximately $1.2 

million when compared to last June and said he is not sure if this is going to be the trend. 

 

Sale of Surplus Hydro-electricity – June 2022 

A report was available for Council to review. 

 

N E W  B U S I N E S S  

 

Birthday Wishes 

Council Member Olney announced today was his daughter’s birthday and wished her happy birthday.  

He added that he had to miss her birthday celebration due to tonight’s meeting, noting there is a personal 

cost to holding office. 

 

Further Work Session Topics and Discussions 

Council Member Olney said he would like the skateboard park topic to be added to a future work 

session and thinks there should be further discussion on the homeless problem and affordable housing. 

 

Fence Concern – Washington Street / Thompson Boulevard 

Council Member Olney mentioned there is a neighbor dispute regarding a fence at 103 Thompson 

Boulevard, which is on the corner of Washington Street.  He suggested the fence be pressure washed to 

resolve the issue. 

 

Third Flagpole 

Council Member Olney commented that the new flagpole looks nice. 

 

Vacant Positions – DPW 

Council Member Olney asked how many positions were vacant in DPW and wondered how that would 

affect the projects to be done in the City. 

 

Mr. Mix said he does not know the exact number and estimated it to be between eight and ten. 

 

Council Member Olney suggested the City offer higher wages to attract more candidates, similar to what 

was done with the lifeguards. 

 

Mr. Mix indicated that the City could not do that because wages are negotiable items.  He further 

explained that lifeguards are temporary seasonal positions, but the DPW positions are part of the union. 
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Compliments from Residents 

Council Member Olney noted that he has received several calls from people who have noticed the 

amount of work being done around the City.  He thanked Mr. Mix and City staff, especially Engineering 

and Planning. 

 

Mullin Street Parking Issue 

Council Member Pierce stated that she spoke with the individual who reported an issue with cars 

parking on the corner of Mullin Street and Holcomb Street.  She suggested the City consider changing 

the parking to only one side of the street. 

 

Mr. Mix said that he will have staff look at this. 

 

Adopt-A-Spot Program  

Council Member Pierce announced that the Adopt-A-Spot Program is up and running.  She thanked the 

Planning staff for their work on this program and indicated that many individuals and groups are 

interested in participating.  She added that this provides people with an opportunity to beautify a portion 

of the City. 

 

Police Academy Graduation 

Council Member Ruggiero mentioned that she, Council Member Pierce and Mr. Mix attended this 

ceremony.  She wished the new Police Officers well and hoped that they have a successful career.  She 

pointed out that the Police Department still has many vacant positions, which need to be filled, and 

suggested better marketing of the positions. 

 

Fire Memorial Service 

Council Member Ruggiero stated that she and Council Member Hickey attended this event and told the 

story of Deputy Chief Loftus who was recognized for dying in the line of duty in 1943.  She said his 

name has now been engraved into the memorial monument. 

 

YMCA Groundbreaking 

Council Member Ruggiero said that she and Council Member Hickey attended the groundbreaking 

ceremony for this long-awaited project.  She stated that the plans for the project were displayed and 

were very informative. 

 

Defense Communities Infrastructure Program 

Council Member Ruggiero asked if the City had applied for this grant for the Water Disinfection By-

Products project. 

 

Mr. Mix explained that the City did not apply for it this year but the plan is to apply next near for this 

project.  He said that they need to have the preliminary engineering first and third-party estimates in 

order to apply.  He assured Council that the timing will be better for next year because the pilot study 

will be completed in order to have the necessary items ready for the application. 

 

Mayor Smith agreed with Mr. Mix’s comments, restating that the preliminary design and estimates are 

required for the grant application. 
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Compliments to Staff 

Mayor Smith commended City staff and Department Heads for the good work that they do “week in and 

week out.” 

 

Krystin LaBarge’s Comments Regarding the Playground 

In response to Mayor Smith’s inquiry about Ms. LaBarge’s comments from a previous meeting, Mr. Mix 

indicated that he forwarded the information to Superintendent of Parks and Recreation Scott Weller.  He 

added that Mr. Weller had already been in contact with Ms. LaBarge prior to the last meeting. 

 

Bart Bonner’s Comments Regarding Police  

In response to Mayor Smith’s inquiry about Mr. Bonner’s comments from a previous meeting regarding 

the Police not helping him with a tenant damage issue, Mr. Mix reported that the Police Officer had 

already forwarded it on to be addressed. 

 

A D J O U R N M E N T  

 

At the call of the chair, meeting was duly adjourned at 7:52 p.m. by motion of Council Member 

Lisa A. Ruggiero, seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all present 

voting in favor thereof. 

 
Ann M. Saunders 

City Clerk 


