
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY OF WATERTOWN 

September 18, 2023 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith Presiding 

 

Present:  Council Member Patrick J. Hickey  

     Council Member Clifford G. Olney III  

   Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero   

   Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith   

 

Also Present:  Kenneth A. Mix, City Manager 

   H. Todd Bullard, Esq. Harris Beach PLLC, Interim City Attorney 

 

City staff present:  Matthew Roy, James Mills, Dana Aikins, Michael Lumbis, Logan Eddy, Meredith 

Griffin 

 

The City Manager presented the following reports to Council: 

• Resolution No. 1 - Approving Change Order No. 1 with On Point Excavation & Consulting LLC 

For Hydro Plant Concrete Work Project Phase 2 

• Resolution No. 2 - Selecting Bond Schoeneck and King PLLC as City Attorney 

• Resolution No. 3 - Approving Agreement for Surveying Services with Storino Geomatics PLLC 

• Resolution No. 4 - Approving Corrective Action Plan for NYS Comptroller Audit S9-23-3 

• Resolution No. 5 - Approving Amendment Number 4 to the Agreement with Barton &                         

Loguidice, D.P.C. for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative Streetscape Project  

• Resolution No. 6 - Authorizing Fund Raising Through the Northern New York Community 

Foundation for the Construction of a Dog Park 

• Resolution No. 7 - Authorization to Cancel Tax Sale Certificate and Commence Legal Action 

against Dealmaker Dodge, LLC for Outstanding Property Taxes 

• Resolution No 8 - Approving Re-adoption of Fiscal Year 2022-23 General Fund, Community 

Development Fund, Risk Retention Fund, Tourism Fund, Water Fund, Sewer Fund, Library 

Fund and Self-funded Health Insurance Fund Budgets 

• Ordinance No. 1 - Amending Chapter 120: Construction Codes, Uniform of the City Code – 

Revising the Posting of Notices 

• Ordinance No. 2 - An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of $1,805,000 Bonds of the City of 

Watertown, Jefferson County, New York, to Pay the Cost of the Improvements to the City’s 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Facilities, in and for Said City 

• Public Hearing for the Community Development Block Grant Program Consolidated Annual 

Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) 

• Staff Report - NYS Retirement System 2025 Employer Contribution Rates  

• Staff Report - Demolition Costs – 403 and 409 Main Street West 

• Staff Report - Sale of Surplus Hydro-electricity – August 2023 

• Staff Report - Sales Tax Revenue – August 2023   

Complete Reports on file in the office of the City Clerk 

 

Meeting opened with a moment of silence.  

 



City Council Meeting  September 18, 2023 

City of Watertown 

 

2 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was given. 

 

The reading of the minutes of the regular meeting of September 5, 2023, and work session of September 

11, 2023, was dispensed and accepted as written by motion of Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero, 

seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting in favor thereof. 

 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

 

Mayor Smith interrupted the regular course of business to note that an advisory opinion conclusion was 

received from the Board of Ethics shortly before the meeting regarding a complaint filed against Council 

Member Clifford G. Olney III.  He asked, as long as no members of Council object, that the City Clerk 

read it in its entirety into the record as a Communication. 

 

Attorney Bullard advised that Council should proceed similar to what was done in the past by having a 

summary be read into the Communications portion of the meeting. 

 

Mayor Smith noted that the Rules of Council allow for something to be read in its entirety, as long as no 

one objects.  He asked Council again and no one objected. 

 

The Board of Ethics Advisory Opinion reads as follows: 

 

AUTHORIZED REPORT 

 

To: Hon. Jeffrey M. Smith, Mayor and City Council 

 

BOARD OF ETHICS ADVISORY OPINION CONCLUSION 

 

Based on the foregoing, the claims submitted in the Complaint filed by Hon. Jeffrey M. Smith 

and as supplemented by additional information are hereby sustained and it is reasonably concluded that 

there were violations of the Code and Gen. Mun, L. set forth therein. Moreover, it is the unanimous 

opinion of the City of Watertown Ethics Board that Council Member Clifford G. Olney, III should be 

referred to a hearing before the City of Watertown City Council, consistent with the City Charter to 

determine the veracity of allegations that he engaged in a pattern of conduct in violation of §32-3(B); 

§32-3(C) of the Code and General Municipal Law §805-a(l) and $805-a(1)(b). 

 

BOARD OF ETHICS RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

NOW, upon review of documentary factual submissions, the applicable law, confidential 

statements by persons with knowledge and reasonable determinations made on the violations as set forth 

above, this City of Watertown Ethics Board hereby, pursuant to its authority under Code §32-8, and §32-

6, makes the following recommendations to the City of Watertown City Council for the appropriate 

penalty to be imposed on Council Member Clifford G. Olney, III and further actions and deliberations; it 

is hereby: 

 

DETERMINED, RECOMMENDED AND REPORTED, that the City of Watertown City Council 

commence a hearing process, consistent with the City of Watertown City Charter, to remove from office, 

Council Member Clifford G. Olney, III, if it is determined that there has been consistent and intentional 
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violations of the Code and applicable Gen. Mun. L. as described above in the Advisory Opinion; it is 

hereby further, 

 

DETERMINED, RECOMMENDED AND REPORTED, that, pursuant to the City of Watertown 

Ethics Board's authority, it is hereby strongly recommended that the City of Watertown City Council 

investigate, through the use of subpoenas, if necessary, and conduct a trial of Council Member Olney, 

pursuant to City Charter §20 (3) and Code §32-6, to prevent continued disruption and violation of the 

applicable law and Code provisions; it is hereby further, 

 

DETERMINED, RECOMMENDED AND REPORTED, that the City of Watertown City Council 

should take all reasonable steps, in the public interest if desired by the members or the subject of the 

Complaint, to disclose the contents of the Advisory Opinion, issued in connection with this Report, with 

redactions as appropriate or approve a limited waiver of any confidentiality so the public can be aware of 

the serious nature of the claims reviewed, the conclusions and the recommendations by the City of 

Watertown Ethics Board. 

 

Dated: September 18, 2023 

 

City of Watertown Ethics Board concurs and votes in affirmance of the Advisory Opinion and 

Recommendations: 

 
Above report was placed on file in the office of the City Clerk. 

 

A letter was received from Christopher and Pamela Mancino, 662 Cayuga Avenue, expressing their 

concerns about the lack of services received on their street, citing the poor conditions and potholes of the 

street and inconsistent snow plowing.  They invited Council to visit the street. 

Above communication was placed on file in the office of the City Clerk. 

 

A Notice of Claim was received from Alan Ruso, Punta Gorda, Florida regarding his previous Notice of 

Complaint about the water and sewer bills for 513 Olive Street, 122 South Orchard Street and 718 

Arsenal Street.  

Above claim has been referred to the Board of Audit. 

 

P R I V I L E G E  O F  T H E  F L O O R  
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Kathryn Lane, 677 Cayuga Avenue, addressed the chair concerning her belief that her street is not 

given fair treatment by the City of Watertown, citing issues with potholes, plowing, tree removal, trash 

pickup, hydrant servicing and access for emergency vehicles. 

 

Christopher Mancino, 662 Cayuga Avenue, indicated that he wrote the letter read earlier into 

Communications and cited additional concerns with the City’s lack of maintenance on his street. 

  

Jason Traynor, 424 Arsenal Street, addressed Council concerning Council ethics violations and City 

hiring practices.  

 

Cody Horbacz, 1137 State Street, offered his thanks to Attorney Todd Bullard for his service to the 

City and also offered his apologies for the way he was treated during his tenure as interim attorney. 

 

T.J. Babcock, 306 Winslow Street, thanked Attorney Bullard and offered apologies for perceived 

mistreatment. He also cited concerns about the Golf Course deal and alleged fraud and misconduct by 

several Council Members. 

 

Leonard Spaziani, 271 Chestnut Street, asked Council what was being done about the Hydro Plant in 

preparation of the National Grid contract expiring and expressed concerns that the Hydro Plant would be 

sold. He also asked Council to vote down Ordinance No. 2 due to the escalated cost of a women’s locker 

room. 

 

Mary Ellen Blevins, 718 Washington Street, thanked Attorney Bullard for his service and noted her 

concerns that the Council is setting a dangerous precedent by firing the attorneys with whom they 

disagree. 

 

Jonathan Phillips, 735 Mill Street, addressed Council expressing his sympathy for Attorney Bullard 

and suggesting certain members of Council owed him an apology. 

 

Ben Shoen, 1205 Academy Street, informed Council that the stoplight at Summit Drive and Washington 

Street is not functioning properly causing traffic issues. He also expressed concerns that retail 

establishments which sell the City’s garbage stickers were not informed of a price increase on 

September 1st until September 14th and, therefore, had sold stickers for a loss at the old price. Mr. 

Shoen also indicated his disapproval of the treatment and removal of Harris Beach as the City’s 

attorney. 

 

Frank Battista, 201 Palmer Street, asked about the status of his previous request for a stop sign on his 

street at the intersection with the apartment complex. He requested DPW paint the words “Stop” on the 

roadway. He also thanked Attorney Bullard for his service to the City. He cautioned the people of the 

City of Watertown for allowing the bad behavior of Council Members to continue. 

 

Chris Horton, 180 Ward Street, criticized Council Member Olney for the way he speaks to City staff 

and the City Attorney. 

 

P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  
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At 7:15 p.m. Mayor Smith asked the City Clerk to read the notice of Public Hearing concerning 

the City’s Draft Program Year 2022 Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report 

(CAPER) for the City’s Community Development Block Grant Program.   

 

Mayor Smith declared the hearing open at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Planning and Community Development Director Michael Lumbis provided a summary of the purpose of 

the public hearing and highlighted the accomplishments of the Program Year 2022, which are listed in 

the report within the agenda. 

 

Mayor Smith declared the hearing closed at 7:19 p.m. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N S  

 

Resolution No. 1 - Approving Change Order No. 1 with On Point Excavation & Consulting LLC 

For Hydro Plant Concrete Work Project Phase 2 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero  

WHEREAS on May 15, 2023, City Council approved an Agreement with On Point Excavation 

& Consulting LLC for the Hydro Plant Concrete Work Project, Phase 2 in the amount of $164,389.67, 

and 

  

WHEREAS upon removal of the steel plates from the piers, there was found to be more 

degradation of the piers’ concrete than originally thought, and additional work must be done to make the 

piers structurally sound, 

  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown, New 

York hereby approves Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $56,000.00 from On Point Excavation & 

Consulting LLC, a copy of which is attached and made a part of this resolution, for a Contract total of 

$220,389.67, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to sign 

the Agreement on behalf of the City of Watertown. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting yea. 

 

Resolution No. 2 - Selecting Bond Schoeneck and King PLLC as City Attorney  

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero  

WHEREAS Section 34 of the City Charter states that the City Council shall select an attorney or 

law firm to be retained on a contract basis to perform and discharge the usual duties of a City Attorney 

or Corporation Counsel, and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council selected Harris Beach PLLC as City Attorney on an interim basis 

on January 3, 2023 until a permanent City Attorney could be selected through a Request for Proposal 

process, and 

  

WHEREAS a Request for Proposals for legal services was issued on April 3, 2023, and  
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WHEREAS two proposals were submitted, and 

  

WHEREAS the City Council reviewed the proposals and interviewed both firms, 

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown hereby 

selects Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC as City Attorney effective September 19, 2023, and 

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to sign 

the Letter of Engagement with Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC, a copy of which is attached and made 

part of this resolution, on behalf of the City of Watertown.      

Seconded by Council Member Patrick J. Hickey   

 

Prior to the vote on the foregoing resolution, Council Member Pierce echoed the sentiments of what was 

said about the City Attorney during Privilege of the Floor and spoke of their professionalism and 

thorough work and experience.  She noted that she felt they were always fair, and she apologized for the 

treatment they received by some members of Council, stating that it was unprofessional and 

embarrassing. 

 

Mayor Smith also apologized for the way the City Attorney was treated by certain Council Members, 

stating the attacks were unwarranted.  He reviewed Attorney Bullard’s credentials and said that he feels 

this RFP process had been tainted, noting that in the media one Council Member accused Attorney 

Bullard of conspiring with the previous City Attorney, Mr. Slye, regarding the newly released document 

regarding the golf course purchase.  He talked in detail of the recent events of Council being informed of 

the document, Council Member Olney’s decision to hire a different attorney and what led Mayor Smith 

to file an ethics complaint. He said he felt there was a bias against Harris Beach.  He also denied the 

accusation that Harris Beach was brought in for the Mayor’s benefit, stating that it was Council Member 

Ruggiero who suggested Harris Beach as an interim attorney and all of the Council Members voted in 

agreement. 

 

Regarding the accusation that Attorney Bullard and former City Attorney Slye were conspiring against 

Council Member Ruggiero’s campaign, Attorney Bullard said that it is insulting and makes no sense. 

 

Regarding the newly disclosed document pertaining to the golf course purchase, Mayor Smith pointed 

out that Jonathan Fellows, attorney from the firm of Bond, Schoeneck & King, defended the City in 

Supreme Court in the lawsuit about the golf course purchase and was aware of the document in January.  

He said Attorney Fellows did not disclose this document to the court or to Council, but now a majority 

of Council support hiring Bond, Schoeneck & King and blame Attorney Bullard.  He also mentioned 

that Mr. Young (attorney for Mr. Lundy) and Mr. Simao both discussed information that was only talked 

about in Executive Session.  Mayor Smith suggested tabling this resolution until his questions and 

concerns could be addressed. 

 

Motion was made by Mayor Smith to table the foregoing resolution.  Motion was seconded by 

Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and was defeated with all voting nay, except Council Member 

Sarah V.C. Pierce and Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith voting yea.  
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A lengthy discussion ensued about the following: interactions involving the new document; when it was 

discovered and by whom; how it was given to Attorney Bullard; why Council was not notified of it 

sooner; whether it was ever executed or was a draft copy only; the impact it had on the purchase price of 

the golf course; privileged information being released; accusations of conspiracy; and the overall affect 

this all had on the decision to choose a new City Attorney.  The treatment received by Harris Beach, and 

in particular Attorney Bullard, and the impact this would have on the firm’s reputation were discussed. 

 

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing resolution and carried with all voting 

yea except Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and Mayor Jeffrey M. Smith voting nay. 

  

Resolution No. 3 - Approving Agreement for Surveying Services with Storino Geomatics PLLC  

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero  

WHEREAS the City desires to secure the professional services of a professional land surveying 

contractor within an experienced and established firm on an as-needed, non-exclusive basis, and 

 

WHEREAS the City’s Purchasing Manager and Engineering Department recently issued a 

Request for Proposals (RFP) to seek proposals from individuals and firms who were interested in 

providing these professional services for the City, and 

 

WHEREAS the Purchasing Department advertised and received one (1) sealed proposal for 

Surveying Services, and 

 

WHEREAS after review and evaluation of the proposals based on several criteria outlined in the 

RFP, Purchasing Manager, Tina Bartlett-Bearup and the Engineering Department are recommending 

that the City Council accept the proposal from and enter into a contract with Storino Geomatics PLLC, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown hereby 

approves the agreement with Storino Geomatics PLLC for professional services, a copy of which is 

attached and made part of this resolution, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to 

execute the agreement on behalf of the City. 

 Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting yea. 

 

Resolution No. 4 - Approving Corrective Action Plan for NYS Comptroller Audit S9-23-3  

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero  

WHEREAS, in 2023 the City of Watertown underwent NYS Comptroller audit S9-23-3 entitled 

Sexual Harassment Prevention Training, and 

 

 WHEREAS the Comptroller’s Office has released the audit report and the City’s audit response, 

and  

 

 WHEREAS the City is required to submit a Corrective Action Plan within 90 days of the audit 

release, and 
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 WHEREAS the Corrective Action Plan is required to be reviewed and approved by City Council 

before submission to the Comptroller’s Office, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown that it 

hereby approves the City of Watertown Corrective Action Plan, a copy of which is attached and made 

part of this resolution, and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager, Kenneth A. Mix, is hereby authorized 

and directed to sign and submit the Corrective Action Plan. 

 Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce 

 

Prior to the vote on the foregoing resolution, Council Member Hickey noted that Council Members do 

yearly training and sign a form confirming that it was completed.  He asked what the State did not like 

about the City’s process. 

 

Mr. Mix explained that the State felt the signature sheet was not enough to verify that the training video 

was viewed. 

 

Human Resources Manager Matthew Roy provided more details of the audit’s findings and explained 

the new learning management system that was put into the budget for this fiscal year.  He pointed out 

that it tracks who has watched the videos and requires quizzes to be taken along the way.  He explained 

that if an employee does the training with another employer, the City can no longer accept a completion 

form and must now call the other employer for verification. 

  

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing resolution and carried with all voting 

yea. 

 

Resolution No. 5 - Approving Amendment Number 4 to the Agreement with Barton & Loguidice, 

D.P.C. for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative Streetscape Project  

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero  

WHEREAS the City of Watertown has undertaken a Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) 

Streetscape Project, and 

  

WHEREAS Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C. served as the City’s lead design consultant during the 

design phase of the project and prepared the construction documents on behalf of the City, and 

  

WHEREAS the City retained Barton & Loguidice to perform part-time construction inspection 

services on the project for a not-to-exceed amount of $106,100 per Amendment 1 to the City’s design 

agreement with Barton & Loguidice, which the City Council approved on June 20, 2022, and 

  

WHEREAS Barton & Loguidice incurred billable hours that exhausted the original $106,100 as 

of June 26, 2023, with construction having taken longer to complete than originally anticipated, and  

  

WHEREAS Barton & Loguidice has developed an amendment to the Professional Services 

Agreement dated August 28, 2023, between the City of Watertown and Barton & Loguidice to extend 
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construction inspection services for a period covering June 27, 2023, to November 30, 2023, for an 

additional amount not to exceed $31,500, 

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby approves Amendment 

Number 4 to the contract with Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C., a copy of which is attached and made part of 

this resolution, for an additional amount not to exceed $31,500, and 

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to 

execute Amendment Number 4 on behalf of the City. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

 

Prior to the vote on the foregoing resolution, Council Member Olney asked if this additional payment 

was for work that has already been done. 

 

Mr. Lumbis explained that a portion will reimburse some work already done as well as future work.  He 

also explained the timeline for the remainder of the project and provided an update on the work that has 

been completed. 

 

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing resolution and carried with all voting 

yea.  

 

Resolution No. 6 - Authorizing Fund Raising Through the Northern New York Community 

Foundation for the Construction of a Dog Park  

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero  

WHEREAS Scott “S.G.” Gates has offered to raise funds for construction of a dog park, and  

 

WHEREAS the Northern New York Community Foundation was previously designated to serve 

as a vehicle through which individuals, organizations, and businesses can make charitable contributions 

in support of City programs, projects and initiatives, and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Watertown believes that it is in the best interest of 

the citizens of the City to authorize fund raising for the construction of a dog park, and 

  

WHEREAS the recently completed Thompson Park Master Plan identified a suitable area for a 

dog park within Thompson Park, and 

 

WHEREAS in the event that adequate funds are not raised, such charitable contributions will be 

used by the city for dog friendly improvements to city parks, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown 

authorizes fund raising through the Northern New York Community Foundation for the purpose of 

providing resources to construct a dog park in Thompson Park in the location identified in the Master 

Plan, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Watertown is willing to accept the donated funds 

from the Northern New York Community Foundation for said purpose. 
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Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  

 

Prior to the vote on the foregoing resolution, Council Member Ruggiero pointed out that a deadline was 

put in the resolution the last time this was done and suggested amending the resolution to include one. 

 

Council Member Hickey wondered if the fundraising would cover the full cost of the project and 

recommended the resolution include a timeframe and location for the dog park. 

 

Assistant to the City Manager Logan Eddy provided information about the two accounts set up at the 

Northern New York Community Foundation and noted that there were concerns with knowing the 

location prior to people donating.   

 

The proposed location of the dog park was discussed further.  

 

Motion was made by Council Member Patrick J. Hickey to table the foregoing resolution.  Motion 

was seconded by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero and carried with all voting in favor thereof.  

 

Resolution No. 7 - Authorization to Cancel Tax Sale Certificate And Commence Legal Action 

against Dealmaker Dodge, LLC for Outstanding Property Taxes  

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero  

WHEREAS the City of Watertown is the owner of a tax sale certificate dated June 25, 2020 for 

parcel 02-01-103.001 known as 235 Main Avenue owned by Dealmaker Dodge, LLC, and 

 

WHEREAS a Summons and Complaint was filed on January 9, 2023 by Dealmaker Dodge, LLC 

against the City of Watertown, and 

 

WHEREAS the City filed a Motion to Dismiss with supporting Affidavits and documents on 

February 7, 2023, and 

 

WHEREAS after hearing arguments on the motion adjourned date, on April 11, 2023, the Court, 

on April 11, 2023, issued a Scheduling Order converting the motion to dismiss to one for summary 

judgment and provided specific deadlines to the parties and the Scheduling Order was later amended on 

July 31, 2023 to accommodate the request by Plaintiff for an extension, and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 29, 2023, the Plaintiff, Dealmaker Dodge, LLC, filed a Notice of 

Discontinuance of the action, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown hereby 

in accordance with City Charter section 143 authorizes the City Comptroller to cancel the tax sale 

certificate dated June 25, 2020 for parcel 02-01-103.001 known as 235 Main Avenue owned by 

Dealmaker Dodge, LLC, and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown hereby authorizes 

the City Attorney to commence legal action to seek collection of the outstanding property taxes owed by 

Dealmaker Dodge, LLC. 

 Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce  
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Prior to the vote on the foregoing resolution, Council Member Olney mentioned that this had been going 

on for quite some time and asked how much it cost in legal fees. 

 

Mr. Mix replied that he did not have the exact amount but that it was more than $40,000.  In response to 

Council Member Olney’s inquiry into whether there was a proposal from the property owner to resolve 

this, Mr. Mix said there was not at this time and stressed that the resolution was prepared at the direction 

of the majority of Council. 

 

City Comptroller James Mills responded to several questions posed by Council Member Olney, noting 

that the first tax bill was sent in July 2020 and that the property owner voluntarily walked away from the 

property. 

 

A detailed conversation occurred about the chain of events with this property leading up to this point in 

time.  Attorney Bullard provided more information about the lawsuit initiated by Mr. Simao against the 

City, noting that a discontinuance was recently filed so there is not a lawsuit to settle.  In response to 

Council Member Hickey’s question, Attorney Bullard confirmed that the City is owed $183,000 on 

properties owned within the City by Mr. Simao. 

 

Council Member Olney asked if a letter could be sent to Mr. Simao asking him to pay his taxes instead 

of commencing legal action. 

 

Council Member Ruggiero expressed concern that the most recent litigation lasted over a year so if the 

City was to sue him for property taxes, it could again last that long. 

 

Attorney Bullard explained the proposal in front of Council and stressed there is an obligation for the 

property owner to pay his property taxes and it is the obligation of Council to collect property taxes. 

 

Mayor Smith asked why the Council Member would want this individual to receive special treatment, 

noting that this could have all been resolved by Mr. Simao paying his taxes like any other taxpayer. 

 

Council Member Olney defended his position, mentioning that he is not friends with Mr. Simao and that 

he has only met him three times. 

 

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing resolution and carried with all voting 

yea except Council Member Clifford G. Olney III voting nay. 

 

Resolution No 8 - Approving Re-adoption of Fiscal Year 2022-23 General Fund, Community 

Development Fund, Risk Retention Fund, Tourism Fund, Water Fund, Sewer Fund, Library 

Fund and Self-funded Health Insurance Fund Budgets 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero 

WHEREAS on June 6, 2022 the City Council passed a resolution adopting the Budget for Fiscal 

Year 2022-23, and 
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WHEREAS certain Fiscal Year 2022-23 expenditure lines for the General Fund, Community 

Development Fund, Risk Retention Fund, Water Fund, Sewer Fund, Library Fund and Self-Funded 

Health Insurance Fund are overdrawn,   

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown hereby 

re-adopts and makes the following adjustments to the Fiscal Year 2022-23 Budgets for the General 

Fund, Community Development, Risk Retention Fund, Water Fund, Sewer Fund, Library Fund and Self-

funded Health Insurance Fund Budgets: 

GENERAL FUND    

Expenditures     

A 1010 810 LEGISLATIVE BOARD Employee Retirement System  $         650  

A 1210 460 MAYOR Materials and Supplies  $           25  

A 1210 465 MAYOR Equipment < $5,000  $         300  

A 1210 810 MAYOR NYS Retirement  $           50  

A 1230 410 MUNICIPAL EXECUTIVE Utilities  $           50  

A 1230 450 MUNICIPAL EXECUTIVE Miscellaneous  $      1,475  

A 1230 465 MUNICIPAL EXECUTIVE Equipment < $5,000  $      5,975  

A 1315 120 COMPTROLLER Clerical  $      6,500  

A 1315 460 COMPTROLLER Materials and Supplies  $         200  

A 1345 120 PURCHASING Clerical  $      1,800  

A 1345 430 PURCHASING Contracted Services  $         150  

A 1345 450 PURCHASING Miscellaneous  $         150  

A 1345 465 PURCHASING Equipment < $5,000  $      4,250  

A 1345 850 PURCHASING Health Insurance  $      7,850  

A 1355 110 ASSESSMENT Salaries  $      1,200  

A 1355 175 ASSESSMENT Health Insurance Buy-out  $         375  

A 1355 455 ASSESSMENT Vehicle Expense  $         200  

A 1355 460 ASSESSMENT Materials and Supplies  $         600  

A 1355 465 ASSESSMENT Equipment < $5,000  $         200  

A 1355 850 ASSESSMENT Health Insurance  $      2,175  

A 1364 430 PROPERTY ACQUIRED Contracted Services  $         125 

A 1364 450 PROPERTY ACQUIRED Miscellaneous  $         200  

A 1410 110 CLERK Salaries  $      3,725  

A 1410 430 CLERK Contracted Services  $      3,675  

A 1410 810 CLERK NYS Retirement  $         100  

A 1420 430 LAW Contracted Services  $           75  

A 1420 440 LAW Fees, Non-employee  $    80,200  

A 1420 450 LAW Miscellaneous  $      3,475  

A 1430 110 CIVIL SERVICE Salaries  $      5,950  

A 1430 450 CIVIL SERVICE Miscellaneous  $      2,900  

A 1430 830 CIVIL SERVICE Social Security  $         100  

A 1430 850 CIVIL SERVICE Health Insurance  $    10,475  

A 1435 110 HUMAN RESOURCES Salaries  $ (69,000) 
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A 1435 430 HUMAN RESOURCES Contracted Services  $      8,625  

A 1440 110 ENGINEERING Salaries  $ (96,625) 

A 1440 120 ENGINEERING Clerical  $      1,225  

A 1440 430 ENGINEERING Contracted Services  $(100,000) 

A 1440 455 ENGINEERING Vehicle Expense  $         200  

A 1440 465 ENGINEERING Equipment < $5,000  $      1,525  

A 1490 150 PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION Overtime  $    11,750  

A 1490 410 PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION Utilities  $         225  

A 1490 420 PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION Insurance  $      4,075  

A 1490 430 PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION Contracted Services  $         675  

A 1490 440 PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION Fees, Non-employee  $         575  

A 1620 150 MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS Overtime  $      2,025  

A 1620 410 MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS Utilities  $      2,850  

A 1620 420 MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS Insurance  $      1,375  

A 1620 440 MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS Fees, Non-employee  $           175  

A 1620 450 MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS Miscellaneous  $           700  

A 1620 455 MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS Vehicle Expense  $           975  

A 1620 460 MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS Materials and Supplies  $      41,925  

A 1620 465 MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS Equipment < $5,000  $        2,225  

A 1640 110 CENTRAL GARAGE Salaries  $      34,275  

A 1640 120 CENTRAL GARAGE Clerical  $        1,175  

A 1640 150 CENTRAL GARAGE Overtime  $        1,150  

A 1640 410 CENTRAL GARAGE Utilities  $        2,900  

A 1640 420 CENTRAL GARAGE Insurance  $        1,000  

A 1640 440 CENTRAL GARAGE Fees, Non-employee  $           150  

A 1640 455 CENTRAL GARAGE Vehicle Expense  $        2,025  

A 1640 810 CENTRAL GARAGE NYS Retirement  $        2,175  

A 1640 830 CENTRAL GARAGE Social Security  $        1,200  

A 1640 840 CENTRAL GARAGE Workers' Compensation  $           700  

A 1670 430 CENTRAL PRINTING & MAILING Contracted Services  $        2,400  

A 1670 460 CENTRAL PRINTING & MAILING Materials and Supplies  $        2,550  

A 1670 465 CENTRAL PRINTING & MAILING Equipment < $5,000  $           250  

A 1680 110 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY Salaries  $            600  

A 1680 130 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY Wages  $    (70,000) 

A 1680 140 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY Temporary  $         9,925  

A 1680 410 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY Utilities  $         1,425  

A 1990 430 CONTINGENCY Contracted Services  $ (1,280,450) 

A 3120 110 POLICE Salaries  $         5,350  

A 3120 130 POLICE Wages  $    (676,825) 

A 3120 150 POLICE Overtime  $      (21,600) 

A 3120 195 POLICE Clothing/Cleaning Allowance  $             850  

A 3120 440 POLICE Fees, Non-employee  $             650  

A 3120 810 POLICE NYS Retirement  $             900  
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A 3120 820 POLICE Police Retirement System  $    (136,000) 

A 3120 840 POLICE Workers' Compensation  $         50,000  

A 3410 110 FIRE Salaries  $           8,025  

A 3410 120 FIRE Clerical  $           2,200  

A 3410 130 FIRE Wages  $         99,800  

A 3410 150 FIRE Overtime  $       558,300  

A 3410 190 FIRE 
EMT Incentive/NYS Healthcare Workers 
Bonus Program  $       183,600  

A 3410 230 FIRE Motor Vehicles  $         36,750  

A 3410 250 FIRE Other Equipment  $         27,125  

A 3410 420 FIRE Insurance  $           9,050  

A 3410 430 FIRE Contracted Services  $              625  

A 3410 455 FIRE Vehicle Expense  $         29,325  

A 3410 820 FIRE Fire Retirement System  $         66,275  

A 3410 830 FIRE Social Security  $         39,050  

A 3410 840 FIRE Workers' Compensation  $           4,650  

A 3620 110 CODE ENFORCEMENT Salaries  $         15,125  

A 3620 120 CODE ENFORCEMENT Clerical  $           1,075  

A 3620 130 CODE ENFORCEMENT Wages  $           5,775  

A 3620 140 CODE ENFORCEMENT Temporary  $                75  

A 3620 150 CODE ENFORCEMENT Overtime  $           8,200  

A 3620 230 CODE ENFORCEMENT Motor Vehicles  $      (60,000) 

A 3620 430 CODE ENFORCEMENT Contracted Services  $      (35,250) 

A 3620 460 CODE ENFORCEMENT Materials and Supplies  $           4,550  

A 3620 830 CODE ENFORCEMENT Social Security  $           1,425  

A 5010 130 MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE Wages  $           5,675  

A 5010 150 MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE Overtime  $           5,925  

A 5010 175 MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE Health Insurance Buy-out  $              625  

A 5010 430 MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE Contracted Services  $      (50,000) 

A 5010 460 MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE Materials and Supplies  $         15,050  

A 5010 850 MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE Health Insurance  $      (25,000) 

A 5110 150 MAINTENANCE OF ROADS Overtime  $        12,900  

A 5110 420 MAINTENANCE OF ROADS Insurance  $           6,575  

A 5110 440 MAINTENANCE OF ROADS Fees, Non-employee  $           1,525  

A 5110 450 MAINTENANCE OF ROADS Miscellaneous  $           3,225  

A 5110 455 MAINTENANCE OF ROADS Vehicle Expense  $      (32,500) 

A 5110 840 MAINTENANCE OF ROADS Workers' Compensation  $      (33,750) 

A 5110 850 MAINTENANCE OF ROADS Health Insurance  $      (25,000) 

A 5142 130 SNOW REMOVAL Wages  $      (80,025) 

A 5142 150 SNOW REMOVAL Overtime  $         55,800  

A 5142 230 SNOW REMOVAL Motor Vehicles  $              800  

A 5142 410 SNOW REMOVAL Utilities  $              375  

A 5142 430 SNOW REMOVAL Contracted Services  $         50,300  

A 5142 460 SNOW REMOVAL Materials and Supplies  $         86,600  
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A 5142 465 SNOW REMOVAL Equipment < $5,000  $              850  

A 5142 850 SNOW REMOVAL Health Insurance  $      (50,000) 

A 5184 130 HYDROELECTRIC PRODUCTION Wages  $              525  

A 5186 140 TRAFFIC CONTROL & LIGHTING Temporary  $           8,525  

A 5186 150 TRAFFIC CONTROL & LIGHTING Overtime  $           9,225  

A 5186 410 TRAFFIC CONTROL & LIGHTING Utilities  $         48,250  

A 5186 420 TRAFFIC CONTROL & LIGHTING Insurance  $              850  

A 5186 440 TRAFFIC CONTROL & LIGHTING Fees, Non-employee  $              225  

A 5186 460 TRAFFIC CONTROL & LIGHTING Materials and Supplies  $        (5,400) 

A 5186 810 TRAFFIC CONTROL & LIGHTING NYS Retirement  $              600  

A 5186 850 TRAFFIC CONTROL & LIGHTING Health Insurance  $           5,450  

A 5630 110 BUS Salaries  $              350  

A 5630 120 BUS Clerical  $           2,250  

A 5630 130 BUS Wages  $           3,650  

A 5630 150 BUS Overtime  $           2,475  

A 5630 410 BUS Utilities  $           1,850  

A 5630 420 BUS Insurance  $           5,525  

A 5630 430 BUS Contracted Services  $         23,150  

A 5630 440 BUS Fees, Non-employee  $              725  

A 5630 455 BUS Vehicle Expense  $         26,750  

A 5630 460 BUS Materials and Supplies  $         10,400  

A 5630 850 BUS Health Insurance  $         14,500  

A 5650 430 CITY PARKING FACILITIES Contracted Services  $           5,700  

A 6410 460 PUBLICITY Materials and Supplies  $           1,475  

A 7020 120 RECREATION ADMINISTRATION Clerical  $        2,925  

A 7020 410 RECREATION ADMINISTRATION Utilities  $        1,850  

A 7020 440 RECREATION ADMINISTRATION Fees, Non-employee  $           450  

A 7020 460 RECREATION ADMINISTRATION Materials and Supplies  $        2,550  

A 7020 465 RECREATION ADMINISTRATION Equipment < $5,000  $           200  

A 7020 840 RECREATION ADMINISTRATION Workers' Compensation  $        1,175  

A 7110 410 
PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS 
MAINTENANCE Utilities  $      55,800  

A 7110 440 

PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS 

MAINTENANCE Fees, Non-employee  $        1,100  

A 7110 455 

PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS 

MAINTENANCE Vehicle Expense  $           450  

A 7110 460 
PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS 
MAINTENANCE Materials and Supplies  $     27,225  

A 7110 840 

PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS 

MAINTENANCE Workers' Compensation  $        1,650  

A 7140 140 

ATHLETIC FACILITIES 

MAINTENANCE Temporary  $      21,400  

A 7140 150 
ATHLETIC FACILITIES 
MAINTENANCE Overtime  $        4,725  

A 7140 410 

ATHLETIC FACILITIES 

MAINTENANCE Utilities  $        2,050  

A 7140 420 

ATHLETIC FACILITIES 

MAINTENANCE Insurance  $           475  

A 7140 440 

ATHLETIC FACILITIES 

MAINTENANCE Fees, Non-employee  $        1,150  
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A 7140 455 

ATHLETIC FACILITIES 

MAINTENANCE Vehicle Expense  $      16,725  

A 7140 460 

ATHLETIC FACILITIES 

MAINTENANCE Materials and Supplies  $        5,325  

A 7140 465 

ATHLETIC FACILITIES 

MAINTENANCE Equipment < $5,000  $      25,950  

A 7140 830 
ATHLETIC FACILITIES 
MAINTENANCE Social Security  $           300  

A 7141 250 

RECREATION PROGRAMS AND 

EVENTS Other Equipment  $        1,900  

A 7141 460 

RECREATION PROGRAMS AND 

EVENTS Materials and Supplies  $        3,225  

A 7141 810 
RECREATION PROGRAMS AND 
EVENTS NYS Retirement  $        3,725  

A 7180 175 SWIMMING POOLS Health Insurance Buy-out  $           125  

A 7180 230 SWIMMING POOLS Motor Vehicles  $        8,000  

A 7180 410 SWIMMING POOLS Utilities  $      19,350  

A 7180 430 SWIMMING POOLS Contracted Services  $      12,250  

A 7180 450 SWIMMING POOLS Miscellaneous  $             50  

A 7180 460 SWIMMING POOLS Materials and Supplies  $      33,225  

A 7190 410 GOLF COURSE Utilities  $        3,475  

A 7190 430 GOLF COURSE Contracted Services  $      85,225  

A 7190 440 GOLF COURSE Fees, Non-employee  $        3,525  

A 7190 455 GOLF COURSE Vehicle Expense  $      29,925  

A 7190 460 GOLF COURSE Materials and Supplies  $      25,775  

A 7190 465 GOLF COURSE Equipment < $5,000  $        6,325  

A 7265 130 ICE ARENA Wages  $      58,775  

A 7265 130.045 ICE ARENA Wages - Concessions  $        1,400  

A 7265 140 ICE ARENA Temporary  $      24,125  

A 7265 140.045 ICE ARENA Temporary - concessions  $      30,825  

A 7265 150 ICE ARENA Overtime  $      10,050  

A 7265 150.045 ICE ARENA Overtime - concessions  $           975  

A 7265 175 ICE ARENA Health Insurance Buy-out  $           450  

A 7265 410 ICE ARENA Utilities  $      28,675  

A 7265 420 ICE ARENA Insurance  $        3,625  

A 7265 430 ICE ARENA Contracted Services  $        9,175  

A 7265 440 ICE ARENA Fees, Non-employee  $           800  

A 7265 450 ICE ARENA Miscellaneous  $           150  

A 7265 455 ICE ARENA Vehicle Expense  $      25,675  

A 7265 460 ICE ARENA Materials and Supplies  $      62,475  

A 7265 465 ICE ARENA Equipment < $5,000  $        3,050  

A 7265 810 ICE ARENA NYS Retirement  $        6,050  

A 7265 830 ICE ARENA Social Security  $        9,100  

A 8010 430 ZONING Contracted Services  $         1,675  

A 8020 110 PLANNING Salaries  $        2,725  

A 8020 120 PLANNING Clerical  $           400  

A 8020 150 PLANNING Overtime  $           250  

A 8020 410 PLANNING Utilities  $           275  
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A 8020 430 PLANNING Contracted Services  $   (50,000) 

A 8020 460 PLANNING Materials and Supplies  $           575  

A 8020 465 PLANNING Equipment < $5,000  $           300  

A 8020 850 PLANNING Health Insurance  $           850  

A 8140 110 STORM SEWER Salaries  $           150  

A 8140 140 STORM SEWER Temporary  $           300  

A 8140 150 STORM SEWER Overtime  $           625  

A 8140 230 STORM SEWER Motor Vehicles  $             50  

A 8140 430 STORM SEWER Contracted Services  $   (90,000) 

A 8140 440 STORM SEWER Fees, Non-employee  $           175  

A 8140 840 STORM SEWER Workers' Compensation  $           625  

A 8160 430 REFUSE AND RECYCLE Contracted Services  $    (32,000) 

A 8160 460 REFUSE AND RECYCLE Materials and Supplies  $        7,275  

A 8160 840 REFUSE AND RECYCLE Workers' Compensation  $   (23,500) 

A 8160 850 REFUSE AND RECYCLE Health Insurance  $   (16,925) 

A 9060 800 OTHER EXPENSES Health Insurance - Retirees  $      81,025  

A 9950 900 OTHER EXPENSES Capital Fund Transfer  $    410,000  

 TOTAL    $             -    

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND   

Expenditures     

CD 8668 110 CDBG Salaries  $        (1,100) 

CD 8668 130 CDBG Wages  $             850  

CD 8668 450.8610 CDBG Grant - 2016 Entitlement Miscellaneous  $             250  

 Total     $                -    

 

RISK RETENTION FUND   

Expenditures     

CS 1740 430 RISK RETENTION Administration  $     (81,625) 

CS 1930 430 RISK RETENTION Judgements & Claims  $       81,625  

 Total     $                -    

 

TOURISM FUND    

Revenues     

CT 1113   Occupancy Tax  $        40,325  

 Subtotal    $        40,325  

      

Expenditures     

CT 6410 430 TOURISM Publicity  $        40,325  

 Total     $        40,325  

 

WATER FUND    

Expenditures     
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F 1990 430 CONTINGENCY Contingency  $      (88,600) 

F 8310 110 WATER ADMINISTRATION Salaries  $             200  

F 8310 120 WATER ADMINISTRATION Clerical  $          3,575  

F 8310 130 WATER ADMINISTRATION Wages  $          1,050  

F 8310 230 WATER ADMINISTRATION Motor Vehicles  $          5,250  

F 8310 420 WATER ADMINISTRATION Insurance  $             125  

F 8310 460 WATER ADMINISTRATION Materials and Supplies  $          1,025  

F 8310 465 WATER ADMINISTRATION Equipment < $5,000  $             100  

F 8320 250 
SOURCE OF SUPPLY, POWER & 
PUMPING Other Equipment  $      (81,125) 

F 8320 410 

SOURCE OF SUPPLY, POWER & 

PUMPING Utilities  $      222,100  

F 8320 430 

SOURCE OF SUPPLY, POWER & 

PUMPING Contracted Services  $        64,250  

F 8320 440 
SOURCE OF SUPPLY, POWER & 
PUMPING Fees, Non-employee  $               25  

F 8320 465 

SOURCE OF SUPPLY, POWER & 

PUMPING Equipment < $5,000  $      (13,275) 

F 8330 110 WATER PURIFICATION Salaries  $        10,700  

F 8330 130 WATER PURIFICATION Wages  $      (65,400) 

F 8330 140 WATER PURIFICATION Temporary  $      (21,000) 

F 8330 150 WATER PURIFICATION Overtime  $          2,525  

F 8330 230 WATER PURIFICATION Motor Vehicles  $      (45,000) 

F 8330 410 WATER PURIFICATION Utilities  $        53,325  

F 8330 430 WATER PURIFICATION Contracted Services  $      (67,125) 

F 8330 450 WATER PURIFICATION Miscellaneous  $          1,500  

F 8330 465 WATER PURIFICATION Equipment < $5,000  $      (42,900) 

F 8330 830 WATER PURIFICATION Social Security  $        (7,450) 

F 8330 840 WATER PURIFICATION Workers' Compensation  $          1,325  

F 8340 130 TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION Wages  $      (75,200) 

F 8340 140 TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION Temporary  $          4,350  

F 8340 230 TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION Motor Vehicle  $        22,925  

F 8340 410 TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION Utilities  $        13,275  

F 8340 420 TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION Insurance  $          1,075  

F 8340 430 TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION Contracted Services  $        20,400  

F 8340 450 TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION Miscellaneous  $        (7,300) 

F 8340 455 TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION Vehicle Expense  $      (18,475) 

F 8340 460 TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION Materials and Supplies  $        72,625  

F 8340 830 TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION Social Security  $        (5,600) 

F 8340 840 TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION Workers' Compensation  $      (11,300) 

F 9730 700 OTHER EXPENSES Bond Anticipation Note - Interest  $             450  

F 9950 900 OTHER EXPENSES Transfer to Capital Fund  $        47,575  

 TOTAL    $                -    

 

SEWER FUND    

G  909  Appropriated Fund Balance  $      113,000  

 Total     $      113,000  
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Expenditures     

G 1990 430 CONTINGENCY Contracted Services  $      (78,285) 

G 8110 110 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Salaries  $           (500) 

G 8110 120 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Clerical  $          3,565  

G 8110 130 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Wages  $          1,035  

G 8110 150 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Overtime  $        (1,300) 

G 8110 230 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Motor Vehicles  $          5,250  

G 8110 410 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Utilities  $           (365) 

G 8110 430 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Contracted Services  $        (5,775) 

G 8110 440 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Fees, Non-employee  $        (1,475) 

G 8110 450 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Miscellaneous  $             150  

G 8110 455 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Vehicle Expense  $           (950) 

G 8110 460 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Materials and Supplies  $          1,050  

G 8110 465 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Equipment < $5,000  $        (1,850) 

G 8110 830 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Social Security  $           (375) 

G 8110 850 SEWER ADMINISTRATION Health Insurance  $             100  

G 8120 110 SANITARY SEWER Salaries  $             975  

G 8120 130 SANITARY SEWER Wages  $      (61,350) 

G 8120 140 SANITARY SEWER Temporary  $             300  

G 8120 150 SANITARY SEWER Overtime  $             725  

G 8120 410 SANITARY SEWER Utilities  $             425  

G 8120 420 SANITARY SEWER Insurance  $           (825) 

G 8120 430 SANITARY SEWER Contracted Services  $      (41,450) 

G 8120 440 SANITARY SEWER Fees, Non-employee  $          1,400  

G 8120 450 SANITARY SEWER Miscellaneous  $          3,850  

G 8120 455 SANITARY SEWER Vehicle Expense  $        35,875  

G 8120 460 SANITARY SEWER Materials and Supplies  $      (37,150) 

G 8120 465 SANITARY SEWER Equipment < $5,000  $          9,950  

G 8120 810 SANITARY SEWER NYS Retirement  $        (5,300) 

G 8120 830 SANITARY SEWER Social Security  $        (5,450) 

G 8120 840 SANITARY SEWER Workers' Compensation  $      (14,750) 

G 8120 850 SANITARY SEWER Health Insurance  $      (33,725) 

G 8130 110 
SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 
DISPOSAL Salaries  $          4,050  

G 8130 130 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Wages  $      (40,175) 

G 8130 140 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Temporary  $        (4,150) 

G 8130 150 
SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 
DISPOSAL Overtime  $        23,425  

G 8130 175 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Health Insurance Buy-out  $        (1,500) 

G 8130 230 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Motor Vehicles  $        10,075  

G 8130 250 
SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 
DISPOSAL Other Equipment  $        (5,350) 

G 8130 410 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Utilities  $      230,275  
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G 8130 420 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Insurance  $      (29,400) 

G 8130 430 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Contracted Services  $      136,650  

G 8130 440 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Fees, Non-employee  $          2,525  

G 8130 450 
SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 
DISPOSAL Miscellaneous  $      (18,725) 

G 8130 455 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Vehicle Expense  $      (14,400) 

G 8130 460 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Materials and Supplies  $      (18,300) 

G 8130 465 
SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 
DISPOSAL Equipment < $5,000  $        42,350  

G 8130 810 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL NYS Retirement  $        (4,200) 

G 8130 830 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Social Security  $        (4,675) 

G 8130 840 

SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 

DISPOSAL Workers' Compensation  $          9,650  

G 8130 850 
SEWAGE TREATMENT AND 
DISPOSAL Health Insurance  $      (28,950) 

G 9040 800 OTHER EXPENSES Worker's Compensation  $             550  

G 9050 800 OTHER EXPENSES Unemployment Insurance  $        (1,000) 

G 9060 800 OTHER EXPENSES Health Insurance - Retirees  $        53,525  

G 9065 800 OTHER EXPENSES Medicare Reimbursements  $             975  

G 9510 900 OTHER EXPENSES Transfer to General Fund  $        (4,000) 

 Total     $      113,000  

 

LIBRARY FUND    

Expenditures     

L 1990 430 CONTINGENCY Contracted Services  $      (23,100) 

L 7410 110 LIBRARY Salaries  $          1,900  

L 7410 120 LIBRARY Clerical  $          3,000  

L 7410 410 LIBRARY Utilities  $          9,325  

L 7410 420 LIBRARY Insurance  $          5,900  

L 7410 450 LIBRARY Miscellaneous  $          2,475  

L 7410 460 LIBRARY Materials and Supplies  $             500  

L 7410 850 LIBRARY Health Insurance  $      (11,600) 

L 9060 800 OTHER EXPENSES Health Insurance - Retirees  $        11,600  

 Total     $                -    

 

SELF-FUNDED HEALTH INSURANCE FUND   

Expenditures     

MS 1710 420 SELF FUNDED HEALTH INSURANCE Insurance  $     (11,375) 

MS 9060 430.0020 SELF FUNDED HEALTH INSURANCE Non-pharmacy Claims  $      148,525  

MS 9060 430.0030 SELF FUNDED HEALTH INSURANCE Pharmacy Claims  $   (137,150) 

      $                -    

 Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting yea. 

 

O R D I N A N C E S  
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Ordinance No. 1 - Amending Chapter 120: Construction Codes, Uniform of the City Code – 

Revising the Posting of Notices 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero 

WHEREAS the City Council wishes to update the City Code to reduce redundancy and reflect 

current practices, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that Section 120-25 of the City Code of the City of 

Watertown amends the final sentence to read as follows: “In addition, in the instances of condemnations 

and stop work orders, a copy of each notice shall also be posted at readily accessible, and readily 

identifiable, entrances and exits within a reasonable time after such notice is otherwise served in the 

manner prescribed herein”, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this amendment shall take effect as soon as it is published 

once in the official newspaper of the City of Watertown, or printed as the City Manager directs. 

 Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce 

 

Motion for unanimous consent moved by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero, seconded by Council 

Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting in favor thereof.  

 

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing ordinance and carried with all voting 

yea. 

  

Ordinance No. 2 - An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of $1,805,000 Bonds of the City of 

Watertown, Jefferson County, New York, to Pay the Cost of the Improvements to the City’s 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Facilities, in and for Said City 

 

Introduced by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero 

WHEREAS, all conditions precedent to the financing of the capital purposes hereinafter described, 

including compliance with the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act to the extent 

required, have been performed; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to authorize the financing of such capital project; NOW, 

THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Watertown, Jefferson County, New York (the 

“City”), as follows: 

 

Section 1. For the specific object or purpose of paying the cost of improvements to the City’s 

wastewater treatment plant facilities, including but not limited to reconstruction of a locker room, and 

replacement of the Control Building generator, polymer make-up system, scum troughs and biosolids 

hopper, and including incidental expenses in connection therewith, there are hereby authorized to be issued 

$1,805,000 bonds of said City pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 
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Section 2. It is hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of the aforesaid specific 

object or purpose is $1,805,000 and that the plan for the financing thereof is by the issuance of the 

$1,805,000 bonds of said City authorized to be issued pursuant to this bond ordinance. 

 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid 

specific object or purpose is thirty years, pursuant to subdivision four of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the 

Local Finance Law. 

 

Section 4. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the 

issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein 

authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the City Comptroller, the chief fiscal 

officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be 

prescribed by said City Comptroller, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

 

Section 5. The faith and credit of said City are hereby irrevocably pledged for the payment of 

the principal of and interest on such obligations as the same respectively become due and payable.  An 

annual appropriation shall be made in each year sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such 

obligations becoming due and payable in such year.   

 

Section 6. Such bonds shall be in fully registered form and shall be signed in the name of the 

City by the manual or facsimile signature of the City Comptroller and a facsimile of its corporate seal shall 

be imprinted thereon and may be attested by the manual or facsimile signature of the City Clerk. 

 

Section 7. The powers and duties of advertising such bonds for sale, conducting the sale and 

awarding the bonds, are hereby delegated to the City Comptroller, who shall advertise such bonds for sale, 

conduct the sale, and award the bonds in such manner as the City Comptroller shall deem best for the 

interests of the City; provided, however, that in the exercise of these delegated powers, the City Comptroller 

shall comply fully with the provisions of the Local Finance Law and any order or rule of the State 

Comptroller applicable to the sale of municipal bonds.  The receipt of the City Comptroller shall be a full 

acquittance to the purchaser of such bonds, who shall not be obliged to see to the application of the 

purchase money. 

 

Section 8. All other matters, except as provided herein relating to such bonds, including 

determining whether to issue such bonds having substantially level or declining annual debt service and all 

matters related thereto, prescribing whether manual or facsimile signatures shall appear on said bonds, 

prescribing the method for the recording of ownership of said bonds, appointing the fiscal agent or agents 

for said bonds, providing for the printing and delivery of said bonds (and if said bonds are to be executed in 

the name of the City by the facsimile signature of the City Comptroller, providing for the manual 

countersignature of a fiscal agent or of a designated official of the City), the date, denominations, maturities 

and interest payment dates, place or places of payment, and also including the consolidation with other 

issues, shall be determined by the City Comptroller.  It is hereby determined that it is to the financial 

advantage of the City not to impose and collect from registered owners of such bonds any charges for 

mailing, shipping and insuring bonds transferred or exchanged by the fiscal agent, and, accordingly, 

pursuant to paragraph c of Section 70.00 of the Local Finance Law, no such charges shall be so collected by 

the fiscal agent.  Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in section 

52.00 of the Local Finance Law and shall otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals in addition to 

those required by section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, as the City Comptroller shall determine. 
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Section 9. This ordinance shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of Treasury 

Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this ordinance, no monies are, or are reasonably 

expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to the permanent 

funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

 

Section 10. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if: 

(1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said City is not 

authorized to expend money, or 

(2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of 

this ordinance are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding 

contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such 

publication, or 

(3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

 

Section 11. This ordinance, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in full in 

summary in the Watertown Daily Times, the official newspaper of the City, together with a notice of the 

City Clerk in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

Seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce   

 

Prior to the vote on the foregoing ordinance, Council Member Olney mentioned Mr. Spaziani’s 

statements made during Privilege of the Floor and questioned the high cost for the female locker room. 

 

Mr. Mix indicated that the amount was estimated by GHD and that since this project will be done in 

conjunction with the generator replacement, he suspects that it is inflated because the design work for 

both the female locker room and the generator replacement is included in the cost. 

 

Mr. Mills responded to Council Member Olney’s questions about the additional funding sources for this 

project. 

 

Motion for unanimous consent moved by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero, seconded Council 

Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting in favor thereof.  

 

At the call of the chair, a vote was taken on the foregoing ordinance and carried with all voting 

yea. 

 

S T A F F  R E P O R T S  

 

NYS Retirement System 2025 Employer Contribution Rates  

Mr. Mills provided a detailed explanation of his report outlining the significant increases in the 2025 

Employees Retirement System (ERS) and Police and Fire Retirement System (PFRS).  He informed 

Council that the total projected contribution increase will be $946,255.  In response to Mayor Smith’s 

question of whether there will be an offsetting revenue to cover this increase, he said that the only 

revenue source Council can control is property tax.  Mr. Mills replied to Council Member Olney’s 

questions as to why the rates will be increased, noting that it had been analyzed by an actuary. 
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Mayor Smith warned that Council needs to be mindful of this and how it will affect the budget in the 

future. 

 

Demolition Costs – 403 and 409 Main Street West 

Mr. Mills explained the course of events and timeline laid out in his report, resulting in the City taking 

procession of the property for unpaid taxes and the cost of the demolition. 

 

Council Member Olney asked about the process for notification given to the property owner, which led 

to a larger conversation regarding the notification process in general for code violations and an incident 

involving a property on Factory Street.  Code Enforcement Supervisor Dana Aikins addressed Council 

Member Olney’s questions and concerns, m and a suggestion for changes to the notification process was 

offered by Mayor Smith. 

 

Returning to the properties on Main Street West, former property owner Jake Johnson was allowed to 

speak about the details of his situation with this property.  A back-and-forth conversation occurred 

between Mr. Johnson and Mayor Smith and the Mayor’s purpose for requesting this report was debated. 

 

Sale of Surplus Hydro-electricity and Sales Tax Revenue – August 2023  

A report was available for Council to review. 

 

Council Member Olney asked Mr. Mills for a summary report of sales tax for each year from 2016 to the 

current year. 

 

N E W  B U S I N E S S  

 

Future of Hydro Plant – Response to Comments from Privilege of the Floor 

Referring to Mr. Spaziani’s remarks, Mayor Smith clarified that there was no recommendation to sell 

the Hydro Plant and he, personally, is not in favor of selling it.  Mayor Smith said he would be happy to 

supply Mr. Spaziani with a copy of the Hydro Committee’s findings and he noted that Council still has 

not received a copy of Council Member Olney’s hydro plan that has been discussed in the past by 

Council Member Olney. 

 

Board of Ethics Advisory Opinion – Complaint Regarding Council Member Olney   

Mayor Smith noted that the Ethics Board substantiated the claim submitted and is recommending that 

Council commence a hearing process consistent with the City Charter to remove Council Member Olney 

from office.  He said he would forward Council Members the Charter provisions pertaining to this 

process.  He said he thinks they should follow this unanimous recommendation from the Board of 

Ethics.  He also indicated that he will be contacting the Attorney General’s office, stating it is important 

for the taxpayers to have clarity on where their tax dollars are going.  He discussed his concerns, noting 

that Council has a fiduciary responsibility, and stressed a third party, such as the Attorney General, 

should review this. 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Presentations 

Council Member Hickey informed Council of the following upcoming meetings and presentations: 

Alliance for Better Communities meeting featuring Tim Ruetten as guest speaker on September 19; 

ZBA meeting on September 20; “Silence of Addiction” presentation on September 21; Senior Center 

meeting at Flower Library on September 25; Watertown Local Development Corporation meeting, 
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“North Country Prospers” presentation at JCC and the Friends of Thompson Park meeting on September 

28. 

 

Future of Hydro Plant – Response to Comments from Privilege of the Floor (cont.) 

Council Member Olney reminded Council that the Hydro consultants strongly urged the City not to sell 

the City’s Hydro Plant, calling it a legacy asset. He accused the Mayor and former Mayor Butler of 

proposing it be sold and spoke regarding his thoughts about the Mayor’s reason for forming the Hydro 

Committee. 

 

Board of Ethics Advisory Opinion – Complaint Regarding Council Member Olney  (cont.) 

Council Member Olney addressed the recommendation of the Board of Ethics and discussed the conflict 

and difference in opinions between the Mayor and himself.  He noted the New York State Constitution 

is higher than the City’s Charter and that it might dictate what happens in this situation.  He expressed 

his concerns with the Ethics Board’s finding and the process used to evaluate the complaint, mentioning 

that he had called for the recusal of the current City Attorney for the process.  

 

Court Street Neighbor Dispute 

Council Member Olney informed Council that there has been an issue between two neighbors which 

prevented one property owner from accessing his entrance. He cited a lengthy history of the dispute over 

the property easement. Council Member Olney advocated for the City seizing the property by eminent 

domain.  

 

“Troll Page” on Social Media 

Council Member Olney noted that the names and identities of the people who run the Facebook Meme 

page will be known to the public soon, in the interest of transparency. 

 

Corruption and Golf Course Deal 

Council Member Olney indicated that he wished the interpersonal relations between himself and the 

Mayor had not devolved to the current state that they are, and he noted the situation is caused by the 

Mayor who continues to allege corruption in the golf course deal.  He went on to blame Attorney 

Bullard for asking Council Member Olney which side he was on. Council Member Olney stated he is on 

the side of the citizens who are wronged by the City. Council Member Olney suggested the real 

corruption began when the City leased the Watertown Golf Course at below market value, which 

harmed another developer.  He then talked about what he thought was corruption within other areas of 

City government and discussed his thoughts about the current City Attorney firm of Harris Beach. 

 

Eclipse Committee Meeting 

Council Member Pierce announced there would be an Eclipse Committee meeting in Council Chambers 

at Noon on Tuesday, September 26, and invited members of the public to attend. 

 

Barben Avenue Construction 

In response to Council Member Pierce’s query as to the status of the street repairs on Barben Avenue, 

City Planner Meredith Griffin provided an update.  Council Member Pierce noted that there is a 

constituent that has an issue with the work done in front of their property and she will pass the 

information along. 

 

Stop Sign on Palmer Street – Comments During Privilege of the Floor  
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In response to Council Member Pierce’s question about the status of the stop sign requested by Mr. 

Battista, Mr. Eddy said the developer has agreed to put it back in. 

 

Patriot Day Ceremony 

Council Member Ruggiero noted that a majority of Council was at the American Legion’s event on the 

Saturday before 9/11 and noted it was a very moving ceremony. 

 

Senior Center Meeting 

Council Member Ruggiero informed Council that the next scheduled Senior Center meeting after 

September 25, the one Council Member Hickey had mentioned, would be held October 10 at 1:00 p.m. 

at the Library. She mentioned the group now has officers and a steering committee and they are working 

on the bylaws.  

 

Mayor Smith’s Radio Appearance 

Mentioning Mayor Smith’s appearance on the radio after Friday’s Special Meeting, Council Member 

Ruggiero commented that she believed Mayor Smith was trying to turn the recent meetings of Council 

into a political tool to influence the upcoming election.  She pointed out that the Mayor encouraged 

people to decide on who to vote for while he was talking about the new document involving the golf 

course purchase. 

 

Council Member Olney’s Comments and Accusations 

Mayor Smith stated, for the record, that he did not in any way conspire with former Mayor Joseph Butler 

Jr. to sell the Hydro Plant. He also contradicted the suggestion that one person had been responsible for 

the former lease agreement with the Watertown Golf Course, noting the agreement had to be approved 

not only by a majority of Council, but also the State Legislature. He added that the lease agreement had 

also held up in Court. Mayor Smith advised he had no relationship with Attorney Bullard prior to his 

firm’s appointment as interim counsel and addressed statements made about the social media meme 

page.  Mayor Smith went on to say that the truth regarding the Golf Course deal and deed restriction will 

come out, as the facts are available for all to see. Mayor Smith suggested the Attorney General review 

all the facts of the matter. 

  

Board of Ethics Advisory Opinion – Complaint Regarding Council Member Olney  (cont.) 

Mayor Smith advised that the committee, which is an independent body, found enough evidence of 

ethics violations on the part of Council Member Olney to conclude that the removal process could begin. 

He noted that the Ethics Board had never been in the position to decide this before and indicated that, to 

his knowledge, this has never happened in the City of Watertown. 

 

Harris Beach Attorneys 

Mayor Smith thanked Attorney Bullard and his firm for the work they have done. He suggested, to avoid 

further issues, the next Council immediately publicly ask new attorneys Bond, Schoeneck and King 

whether they had prior knowledge of the deed restriction documents. Mayor Smith again thanked 

Attorney Bullard, on behalf of the citizens of the City, for his efforts at decorum and apologized for the 

treatment he and his firm have received from this Council. He further noted that he finds it troubling that 

a sitting Council Member can allege collusion between Attorney Bullard and former City Attorney Slye 

to interfere with the City’s election.  

 

Attorney Bullard’s Parting Comments 
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Attorney Bullard offered his thanks to members of the City staff including James Mills, Michael 

Lumbis, Logan Eddy, Ken Mix and Ann Saunders for their assistance and respect. He noted that 

tonight’s vote by the Council was an unusual situation for his firm as usually their services are judged 

based on competence, skill and desire rather than for political purposes. He advised Council that decay 

in a politic body happens very slowly and gradually. He noted it begins with distrust among the leaders 

and leads to personal attacks and backstabbing and eventually, all the members are just concerned with 

their own political gain. He described the current situation on Council as a tragedy and noted the City 

deserves a Council that cares about its citizens. 

 

Attorney Bullard noted that he had been warned by Attorney Slye of potential mistreatment since Mr. 

Slye had been treated the same way. He stated that the City of Watertown deserves better and the 

allegations have hurt the community. He offered words of advice to the City of Watertown and City 

Council on how to move forward in order to repair the City. 

 

Motion was made by Council Member Lisa A. Ruggiero to move into Executive Session to discuss 

collective bargaining.  

 

Motion was seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting in favor 

thereof. 

 

Council moved into Executive Session at 9:52 p.m. 

 

Council reconvened at 10:20 p.m. 

 

A D J O U R N M E N T  

 

At the call of the chair, meeting was duly adjourned at 10:20 p.m. by motion of Mayor Jeffrey M. 

Smith, seconded by Council Member Sarah V.C. Pierce and carried with all voting in favor 

thereof. 

 

 
Ann M. Saunders 

City Clerk 


