
 

MEMORANDUM  

TO:   MHH 

FROM:   EHK 

SUBJECT:  WIDTH OF HILL WAY, CAPE ELIZABETH      

DATE:    JUNE 24, 2020 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

I did not find any recorded documents to indicate that any portion of Old Ocean House Road a/k/a Hill 

Way was conveyed to abutters to release the Town’s interest after the highway taking in 1964.  A plan 

provided to us by Cape Elizabeth, drafted by H.I. and E.C. Jordan, “Plan of Ocean House Road Between 

Rand Road & Scott Dyer Road” (not recorded), indicates a road width of 66’ in 1961. The 1963 Highway 

Right of Way Map recorded in Plan Book 68, Page 37 appears to show two dark lines at the north end of 

Hill Way where it splits from the new Ocean House Road, which two lines appear to indicate that the 

roadway might narrow from the previous 66’.  It is difficult to know if these markings were part of the 

highway taking or just contemplated, but I didn’t find any deeds releasing any rights back to property 

owners abutting Hill Way by the Town. 

 

If any land was given back to (or taken through adverse possession by) property owners, it seems likely 

that it would have been on the east side of Hill Way.  The lot lines and legal descriptions for the land on 

the west side have stayed the same.  The Edward Hill lot on the east side was historically described by 

abutters and roads in general terms until the 2016 “Tarbox Triangle Subdivision Plan” by WBRC 

Architects and Engineers was recorded in Plan Book 216, Page 406.  At this time the legal description for 

the Hill Lot was updated to match that shown on the plan, and the plan marks the “Paved Public - 50’ 

Wide” without indicating any document determining that width.  This could have been when the 

additional land was added (perhaps adversely) to the Hill Lot to narrow the road.  The new legal 

description is shown in the Deed from Steven S. Hill and Michael A. Hill, Personal Representatives of the 

Estate of Janet Stimpson Hill to Two Penguin Properties, LLC, dated February 22, 2016 and recorded in 

Book 33000, Page 108. 

 

Daniel Lawsure and Theresa Lawsure own a corner lot on west side of Ocean House Road, n/k/a Hill 

Way and the north side of Scott Dyer Road, Tax Map U22, Lot 73.  The 1953 “Plan of Land of Percy L. 

Farmer, Jr.” recorded in Plan Book 40, Page 25 also shows the original layout of the Lawsure’s corner lot 

(then owned by Dearborn) and shows the location of Ocean House Road, before a portion of the Dearborn 

corner was deeded to the Town.   It does not indicate the width of Ocean House Road, n/k/a Hill Way. 

The Deerborn/Lawsure lot was described with reference to a 1955 Stella Dearborn Plan recorded in Plan 

Book 44, Page 12 (the Lawsure Deed is recorded in Book 8361, Page 310), however it took exception to a 

prior conveyance made by Stella J. Dearborn to the Inhabitants of the Town of Cape Elizabeth in October 

6, 1961, Book 2636, Page 253. This is a triangular parcel at the southeast corner of the lot at the 

intersection of the two roads, and would appear to have been for sidewalk space going around the corner.  

This triangular parcel is clearly shown on the unrecorded “Plan of Ocean House road Between Rand Road 

& Scott Dyer Road” in 1961. 
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