Cliﬀ House Beach Neighborhood Survey
Prepared by the Cliﬀ House Beach neighbors for the Conservation Committee
September/October 2020
496 Mailers / 133 Responses

The results below include a summary of each question followed by the comments
received for each question. The comments are ordered from last to first received.

Question 1: Map of Respondents
Number of respondents by street.
Circles with no number indicate a single respondent.

Question 1 - On what street do you live:
Street Name
Arrow Point Road
Baker Road
Bayview Road
Birchwood Road
Blueberry Road
Cape Woods Drive
Charles Road
City View Road
Cliﬀ Ave
Cottage Farms Road
Cragmoor
Crescent Road
Drew Road
Elizabeth Road
Elmwood Road
Fernwood Lane
Forest Road
Glen Avenue
Goudy Street
Heatherstone Lane
Hemlock Hill Road
Island View Road
Lindenwood Road
Mitchell Road
Montgomery Terrace
Mountain View Road
Oakhurst
Ocean View Road
Ottawa Road
Preble Street
Sea View Avenue
Shore Road
Stone Drive
Stonybrook Road
Warren Avenue
Waverly Road
Woodland Road

Responders
1
2
2
1
1
2
9
1
2
2
1
1
1
2
10
1
4
7
4
1
2
3
2
1
1
6
1
7
2
2
11
14
3
7
3
1
9

Question 2: Comments
When I purchased my home 16 years ago the listing said I had deeded rights to Cliﬀ House Beach. I later
learned that was no longer in eﬀect but that it was a peaceful neighborhood cove. I never thought my
neighbors and I would become so disenfranchised by a place we hold so dear.
10/3/2020 12:47 PM
I thought of it as my little secret beach. I didn’t even go this summer. Cars lining the road from Virginia,
New Jersey, NY, MA, NH.
10/3/2020 12:33 PM
It was crazy this summer! I don't know what the answer is and I'm glad we're looking into this -- Also,
someone dragged their front fender along my back fender on the one time I was there on the weekend.
Paint from the car and scraped paint on my car; a real bummer.
10/2/2020 1:40 PM
This is a neighborhood beach and I would expect people from the neighborhood to make good use of it.
The problem has been the increase in visitors arriving by car, many without Cape stickers, and frequently
cars from out of state. The small beach was often too crowded to be enjoyable, and the constant churn
of cars was very disruptive.
10/1/2020 10:03 PM
No longer peaceful or quiet. Busy with traﬃc, circling cars hunting for parking, cars parking everywhere
on both sides of street, sometimes blocking driveways or leaving narrow lane in center of road.
10/1/2020 9:41 PM
With each summer, there is an ever-increasing number of visitors and vehicles crowding our quiet
neighborhood and small beach. The streets are narrow, there is limited parking, and there are no
changing and toilet facilities for large number of out-of-town visitors.
10/1/2020 9:38 PM
I cannot believe the excessive number of park cars and constant traﬃc on a regular basis during
traditional beach hours, especially when the weather is good.
10/1/2020 7:29 PM
Walking to Cliﬀ House was always a big part of our summers but the crowds have really changed the
feeling of the beach. We only went twice this summer for a quick dip. :(
10/1/2020 1:57 PM
I never drive there, just walk, but I cannot believe the impact that beach popularity and related traﬃc has
had on the neighborhood
10/1/2020 11:06 AM
It has become a destination for out of state visitors and is losing it's neighborhood charm.
10/1/2020 9:59 AM
It has not directly changed the neighborhood.
9/30/2020 10:01 PM

There is more traﬃc on Shore Road which makes pulling in and out of the cross streets more diﬃcult.
Traﬃc on Shore is fast, and cars do not stop at crosswalks when pedestrians are clearly waiting to cross.
There are cars lined up and down SeaView and Glen Ave, making it diﬃcult for local cars to pass
through, and dangerous for pedestrians to walk and cross the street (which is normally a very quiet
street). There are many cars and people from out of state who do not seem to have the same respect for
privacy and for nature as locals do. They are not careful pulling in and out of parking spots. I have seen
people not pick up after their dog (on the grass and on the beach). Despite the signs, there are dogs oﬀ
leash on the beach.
9/30/2020 9:12 PM
Absolutely. Children can no longer safely play in the neighborhood without fear of speeding traﬃc.
People from all around leave their garbage in our yard. We've had people steal petty items. I used to feel
safe leaving my car unlocked and now I never leave it unlocked
9/30/2020 8:57 PM
This used to be a lightly used neighborhood beach. It is a public beach but the character has
dramatically changed with many coming from other towns and states.
9/30/2020 7:37 PM
I have lived my whole life in this neighborhood. As a child growing up in the 90s and early 2000s the
neighborhood was quiet and I never feared cars racing down the street or strangers after dark. But since
recently being featured in a local magazine as a “hidden gem of maine” the neighborhood has become
plagued with tourists day and night. Many of them are disrespectful, they do not clean up after
themselves, they use substances on the beach after dark and the plethora of cars in the neighborhood
makes it unsafe For the people who live there to navigate it. Should an emergency vehicle need to get to
the beach or anywhere in the neighborhood I fear it would be impossible with the number of cars that
park there during the summer months to use the beach at the end of the road. And I can see the stress
and strain it puts on all of the neighbors but I have known my whole life who live there. Many times I can
not even park in front of my own house.
9/30/2020 6:42 PM
The traﬃc is much busier than in the past and the drivers are not cautious when it comes to pedestrians
and walking pets. Cars circle around between Sea View and Glen looking for parking and this traﬃc is
continuous during peak hours. The amount of beach-goers has increased as well and it is diﬃcult to find
your our space to swim and sit at times.
9/30/2020 6:00 PM
discourages our pedestrian access /use of the beach
9/30/2020 2:47 PM
A total mess CREATED BY THE TOWN!.
9/30/2020 2:27 PM
Character of our neighborhood, or extended neighborhood in my case, has changed a lot during the
summer. So many visitors to a small beach and its small neighborhoods. The people living in SeaView
area can't sit on their front lawns/front porches without added traﬃc noise and comings and goings
constantly. I would be extremely upset if I was living there. It is not the same peaceful neighborhood one
once lived in or walked thru.
9/30/2020 1:30 PM
They change it greatly for a limited number of days per year.
9/30/2020 1:22 PM

During the summer, traﬃc on the nearby streets increased materially. Sometimes the beach was
overcrowded to the point of being practically inaccessible to locals.
9/30/2020 3:52 AM
This is an understatement. The feel of the neighborhood was extremely uncomfortable and dangerous. It
was crowded with cars traveling far too fast for the the roads (hills and a significant curve.) Though we
were told emergency vehicles could "fit" through the cars, they certainly could not travel at desirable
speeds to arrive in a timely manner. Cars on both sides of the street forced all pedestrians, mostly
unmasked, to use the middle of the street. Drug paraphernalia was found in our yard and beach users
were often scantily clad, sometimes changing clothes in the street.
9/30/2020 12:36 AM
The increased vehicle traﬃc and parking is a greater concern to me than the people on the beach. I
believe in free access for all to our coastal resources.
9/29/2020 8:57 PM
There are significantly more cars parked along Sea View Road on any decent beach day. This extends
with additional cars parked on Shore and Mountain View on nicer days or weekends. On nicer days or
near high tide there are so many people at CH Beach that it makes for a much less pleasant or an
unpleasant experience for all involved. A substantial portion of the parked cars (over 1/3) have out of
state plates.
9/29/2020 8:47 PM
I do not live on Sea View, but the road is filled with parked cars, and the more cars on Sea View, the
more cars traveling down Shore road (which is also becoming so dense one cannot make a left turn out
of the neighborhood on a Saturday morning).
9/29/2020 8:00 PM
The beach was little known or used thirty years ago when we moved here. Now, I'm glad I don't live near
it.
9/29/2020 5:38 PM
too many cars parked on Sea View and Glen that park and reduce the travel lane on both Sea View and
Glen. Many of these cars are from out of state.
9/29/2020 3:51 PM
It has resulted in the area becoming an attraction to out of state visitors with significant traﬃc increase
during peak summer period as well as a safety issue for local residents, such as fire and rescue access.
9/29/2020 3:10 PM
Parking availability is not suﬃcient for the level of beach use. Glen Ave. Traﬃc has increased in both
volume and speed, which has created hazards.
9/29/2020 11:22 AM
The neighborhood has changed, but more so the beach; it is unrecognizable compared to the quiet,
peaceful beach it was a couple years ago. Now, it's overly-crowded and unpleasant. The people who
visit do not respect the rules or the quietude of neighborhood. It's not a tourist destination, it's a tiny
neighborhood park.
9/28/2020 9:41 PM
While I don’t live as close as Sea View and Glen, I have sympathy. I have often thought recently that the
amount of people and traﬃc must be a hardship for folks living on those roads.
9/28/2020 9:40 PM

I live within walking distance to the beach
9/28/2020 5:13 PM
we do not live close enough to be eﬀected. I sympathize with those who are. we always walk and only
stay for a few minutes - it is on our walking route.
9/28/2020 3:41 PM
The beach used to be frequented by only the local residents. It was a neighborhood beach in the truest
definition. There is no public parking or restroom facilities for those who do not live nearby.
9/28/2020 1:45 PM
What was once a small beach to connect as a community has changed into a crowded 'hidden beach'
that is full of people not connected to the community.
9/28/2020 11:33 AM
The beach was a beautiful meeting place for neighbors due to its privacy and location within walking
distance from our homes. I prefer not to go to crowded beaches where I am juggling to find a place to sit
and swim more quietly. Neighbors and I do not go to the beach anymore.
9/28/2020 10:27 AM
Car traﬃc has definitely increased, with many out of state plates. However, walking/biking traﬃc has also
increased, which is nice.
9/28/2020 5:53 AM
We have lived in the neighborhood for 20 years and have enjoyed the Cliﬀ House beach all this time. The
last 5 years since the article ran in the NYT and now that it is all over social media, the increased use is
more than the neighborhood can manage. The number of out of state cars create a traﬃc and safety
nightmare. The small size of the beach is not able to handle a hundred plus people on a summer day.
9/27/2020 10:52 PM
This includes not only parking, but also traﬃc.
9/27/2020 9:59 PM
I do not live directly on the streets connected. However have notice more traﬃc coming in and out. I did
not believe this was a "open and available beach". I thought you he'd to have rights to it based upon
your deed.
9/27/2020 7:03 PM
That is abundantly evident
9/27/2020 6:50 PM
It sounds bad but I don’t live in the neighborhood and have not been to the beach so I really can’t
comment.
9/27/2020 6:39 PM
for us, it seemed to be a problem only when the State parks, Fort Williams, and Willard Beach were
closed. Then it seemed to ease up.
9/27/2020 6:13 PM
We’ve been here less than a year
9/27/2020 3:26 PM
There is so much traﬃc on the beach street and surrounding roads!
9/27/2020 1:33 PM

This beach has always had minimal parking most of the people there rode bikes or walked
9/27/2020 1:30 PM
It’s turned our walking neighborhood into an extremely congested and busy thoroughfare with cars
everywhere. People are smoking and vaping , leaving trash behind .
9/27/2020 11:22 AM
I did not go to the beach until September, as to avoid crowds. In September, the beach crowd seemed
appropriately spaced. A few people ignored the well signed dog rules, very inappropriately.
9/27/2020 11:11 AM
Too many cars
9/27/2020 11:00 AM
The amount of traﬃc on the Seaview/Glen Ave loop has increased quite a bit in the past few years with
more and more people traveling at unsafe speeds for our neighborhood streets.
9/27/2020 9:10 AM
Excess vehicular and pedestrian traﬃc and dogs
9/26/2020 8:26 PM
Too many people in a very dense neighborhood.
9/26/2020 7:48 PM
I have not personally seen that
9/26/2020 7:09 PM
This is a beach community. Some of us live closer to the beach and those who do have lovely benefits
from the proximity of the ocean. And we also have increased traﬃc because of that same proximity. This
is understood when we buy near the ocean and is the price we pay for this beauty
9/26/2020 6:59 PM
Although we are not close neighbors to the beach we walk by it several times a week and we swim there
on hot summer days.
9/26/2020 6:43 PM
It used to be a place where I would see neighbors I knew or meet ones I didn't know yet. Now it it feels
like we're vying for space with strangers. No more neighborliness!
9/26/2020 5:35 PM
CARS CARS CARS! And we have to think twice or thrice about a leisurely visit to the water
9/26/2020 4:49 PM
We don't live close to Cliﬀ House Beach, and don't often use it, but after reading about the June
incident, and I'm sure other similar incidents, how could the neighborhood not be significantly
impacted?
9/26/2020 2:28 PM
I am dismayed by the number of out of town people.
9/26/2020 2:18 PM

Very much changed in the summer. So many more people parking their vehicles, and going down to use
the beach, it is more like a destination for those outside the neighborhood and from beyond Maine.
9/26/2020 1:38 PM
Many more cars and people in the neighborhood this summer.
9/26/2020 1:30 PM
The vehicle traﬃc is of primary concern. The increase in the number of cars traveling on Seaview and
Glenn has greatly increased. Vehicles drive too fast for our narrow streets. Bicycle and pedestrian traﬃc
has also increased. The speed and number of the vehicles is dangerous for the bicycle/scooter and
pedestrians. I've seen too many near misses this summer.
9/26/2020 9:58 AM
The number of cars has lead to a mess with beach goers parking on several streets and obstructing
traﬃc.
9/26/2020 9:31 AM
Just the amount of traﬃc on Shore Road in general has increased but is certainly worse during the
summer months. Cliﬀ House Beach was a quiet neighborhood spot now the streets are over run with
cars and even bikes from those people who are not within walking distance.....many from the Willard
Square area and beyond!!!
9/26/2020 8:07 AM
The character of the neighborhood remains the same as far as I can tell. It's a beautiful location and
every morning I take my daughters for a walk on the "Sea View" loop, I'm reminded that I'd like to buy a
house in that area in the future. One of my favorite neighborhoods in Cape.
9/25/2020 10:31 PM
We don't really know because we moved to this house in late August last year, 2019, and so this summer
was our first summer using the beach.
9/25/2020 8:14 PM
The amount of cars on the street and parties/dogs/music on the beach has made it very diﬀerent from
what it once was.
9/25/2020 6:28 PM
only for a few weeks in the summer
9/25/2020 4:51 PM
It’s clearly more congested these days
9/25/2020 4:10 PM
This beach has always been a neighborhood / cape resident beach. Recently and especially this
summer, I do not recognize anyone on the beach. It has become diﬃcult to go to the beach - what used
to be a relaxing event has become fraught with anxiety. In addition - the out of control nature has
diminished our right for quiet enjoyment as tax payers in this community.
9/25/2020 3:51 PM

We are new to the neighborhood (moved to Willard Sq in Nov '19 and bought our first home at the top of
Woodland Rd in June '20), but totally understand how there has been vastly more traﬃc (cars and
people) at Cliﬀ House Beach. We would like there to be a smart way to alleviate congestion at the area,
but at the same time react pretty strongly against the phrasing of "changed the character of our
neighborhood." There may be visitors from diﬀerent areas, and more of them, but as a public space we
don't think this is inherently a bad thing for a place. Finding appropriate ways to channel that interest is
good.
9/25/2020 3:50 PM
We have been walking to Cliﬀ House beach for years and enjoyed that it was a neighborhood beach that
most people living close by could walk to. Now we do not go as much anymore due to the large number
of people on the beach and the new rules regarding dogs
9/25/2020 3:42 PM
cliﬀ house was always a neighborhood beach (like casino)the PPH article seems to have changed that
When we bought our first house in the neighborhood 20 + years ago we were told it was our
neighborhood beach. and is only enjoyable at low tide - we brought our dog to swim when he was
younger - it is not a walking the dog beach it's too tiny
9/25/2020 3:37 PM
It seems that since the article in some magazine ,listed "hidden treasures" resulted in leading many
many folks to Cliﬀ House Beach.
9/25/2020 3:08 PM
Throughout the summer and early fall, cars from Maine as well as out of state have parked along Sea
View, on Shore Road, and eventually overflowing to park on Mountain View Road. Dense parking of nonresidents has made access to resident driveways diﬃcult and hindered visibility for children playing in
the neighborhood.
9/25/2020 2:39 PM
we do not live close to the beach
9/25/2020 2:20 PM
When walking near or driving by Sea View and Glen Avenues, I have noticed a considerable increase in
the number of vehicles.
9/25/2020 9:47 AM

Question 3: Comments
We no longer visit during the summer.
10/3/2020 12:47 PM
Did not go AT ALL this summer due to cars, crowds
10/3/2020 12:33 PM
I avoided weekends much of the summer.
10/2/2020 1:40 PM
The few times I visited the beach this summer were during early morning hours (7:00am-9:00am) or early
evening.
10/1/2020 10:03 PM
In particular this year we largely gave up going down to the beach except occasional early morning with
dog. I've been going down to the beach for many years, but it's a circus now.
10/1/2020 9:41 PM
The number of people on the beach in the summer make it both unsafe in the time of Covid and, more
generally, generally too crowded to find a small patch of sand for our kids to play and enjoy themselves.
10/1/2020 9:38 PM
Especially this year with COVID
10/1/2020 8:15 PM
Sad but true. Never thought I would be shut out of the beach because it is over run with non-resident
guests and cars
10/1/2020 7:29 PM
Haven't felt comfortable going there all summer
10/1/2020 3:01 PM
When it's low tide there's no point in going anymore because it'll be packed
10/1/2020 1:57 PM
I go to cool oﬀ and take a dip when it's very hot and only if tides cooperate. I rarely stick around. If it's a
weekend or after work hours on a hot day at low tide, I know it will be PACKED.
10/1/2020 11:06 AM
I only went 2x this summer due to the crowds, noise, and drinking on the beach.
10/1/2020 9:59 AM
Yes, very true. We used to enjoy walking to the beach for some quiet peaceful time which no longer
exists there during the summer. The neighborhood, the streets and the beach have become over run
with people who are not local to the neighborhood, and do not seem to be from Cape Elizabeth or
Maine. I see this as a huge problem. I feel badly for the residents of SeaView Rd and Glen Ave because
the character of their neighborhood has drastically changed for the worse during the summer.
9/30/2020 9:12 PM

I haven't been able to use our neighborhood beach between June until the end of August without being
completely overwhelmed by out of state or town people. Even trying to go at "oﬀ times" have found it is
no longer a peaceful place to wind down.
9/30/2020 8:57 PM
We stopped going on the weekends at all unless very early in the morning (7-8am). There was literally
nowhere to set up a beach chair later in the day or afternoon. And with Covid especially, it simply was
not safe, you could not social distance. As for weekdays( I have 2 days a week when I can attempt to go
to Cliﬀ house for a little relaxation or to paddleboard - I walk my board down), I was able to go down
until maybe 10 am before it got crowded again, depending on the tide. We always walk so parking is not
an issue for us but we felt awful for residents of Sea View with how crowded the street was.
9/30/2020 7:37 PM
I can’t even park in front of my own house. The people who use the beach don’t wear masks. They leave
their trash. They are rude. My own mother was told oﬀ by someone and given the middle finger by
someone who was using the beach just for trying to let them know that if they park there after dark they
would receive a ticket. My mom is a sweet woman in her 60s. It was inappropriate and it made me so
sad. Not everyone is this disrespectful but many are. They drive too fast and we have many children and
grandchildren in our neighborhood now. It was a joy to grow up in this neighborhood and my little
nephew will be born in a couple of months and unless some thing happens about the use of the beach
and the car is parked on our neighborhood I won’t want to take him down there when I’m spending time
with him. I really want him to have the same experience that me and my brother and sister had growing
up in this neighborhood because it’s such a wonderful place to live without all the people parking on the
street and disrespecting the neighbors and the beach at the end of the road.
9/30/2020 6:42 PM
We found the beach experience to be not what we were used to and sadly did not spend much time
there this past Summer.
9/30/2020 6:00 PM
Definitely, With each vehicle comes an increase in number of people to this small beach. I would like the
chance to bring down my 4, young grandchildren and their sand toys, boards, lunch, etc. but that would
require me to drive down and find parking. Even before recent Cliﬀ House popularity parking was hard to
find, Cliﬀ House Beach is really a beach that you walk to and bring what you can carry.
9/30/2020 1:30 PM
That would be rare. We walk down, so vehicles aren't an issue. There was one day this summer when we
did leave at least in part because of the crowd.
9/30/2020 1:22 PM
Not only did we avoid going to the beach, we avoided walking in the neighborhood due to the number of
vehicles and people in the streets.
9/30/2020 12:36 AM
On really nice Beach Days or when the tide is high (which dramatically reduces the size of the beach) we
avoid it because of the crowds. This is a relatively recent change. Ten or more years ago- only local
neighbors went to CHB. This made it a very pleasant, community experience. There has been a dramatic
increase in crowding over the past 3 years. This year, Covid has raised additional concerns and the
crowds have been worse than ever.
9/29/2020 8:47 PM
saturdays only; on week nights I have no issues with the crowds
9/29/2020 8:00 PM

We're at an age where we don't go to the beach often
9/29/2020 5:38 PM
The large increase in visitors (sometimes over 100), has limited beach availability. This is a very small
beach, even at low tide and virtually no "beach" at high tide.
9/29/2020 3:10 PM
While I used to go there daily during the season with our family, we have avoided our own neighborhood
beach, Cliﬀ House, because of crowds, dogs, excessive drinking, noise, and smoking. If we wanted to
be around that many people and that much activity, then we would live in Portland.
9/28/2020 9:41 PM
I am generally there in the late afternoon when it is less busy, and I walk there, but I don’t sunbathe or
swim. Even then, the street is full of cars and the beach area is quite full.
9/28/2020 9:40 PM
We have lived in Mountain VIew Park since 1982. This year we were unable to access the beach: cars
were parked on both sides of the roads, no spaces available from morning to sunset; socially distancing
on the beach was not possible with the large number of beach goers.
9/28/2020 6:49 PM
plenty of space whenever I've been
9/28/2020 5:13 PM
I think I would go more (walk) and stay longer (than a few minutes) and actually swim and read if there
were fewer people there. not much space depending on the tide. we only stop in at the evenings while
on a walk.
9/28/2020 3:41 PM
To avoid the crowds on the beach, I paddle board near the shore. My husband climbs to the farthest
rock points to fish and avoid the crowds near the stairs. The beach is particularly crowded at high tide,
when the sand is completely covered by the water, and in the late-afternoon / early-evening, when very
little of the beach has sun exposure.
9/28/2020 1:45 PM
Only on particularly nice "beach days"
9/28/2020 1:05 PM
See comments above. There are plenty of larger beaches in the area that have sand and can
accommodate the quantity of people who now frequent Cliﬀ House Beach.
9/28/2020 10:27 AM
We rarely go between the hours of 9am-6pm. Too crowded and rowdy.
9/28/2020 5:53 AM
We have been choosing to go early in the morning or later in the day. We ride our bikes or walk to the
beach.
9/27/2020 10:52 PM
We go to Cliﬀ House twice a week all year long. Several times this summer we went but left immediately
since it was over crowded and worried about social distancing.
9/27/2020 9:03 PM

This was a warm summer. On several occasions we wanted to go to the beach to cool oﬀ but were
repulsed by the crowded conditions on the beach -plus the impossibility of social distancing itself. At
times there were so many people on Sea View that just taking our normal walk past the beach was not
wise due to Covid. The parking intensity spilling out onto Shore Road was troublesome.
9/26/2020 6:43 PM
Sadly, yes. Hardly go there. Don't enjoy it when it's crowded. Last hot day I went there in the beginning
of summer someone sat down 2 feet away from me and violated my personal space.
9/26/2020 5:35 PM
As above
9/26/2020 4:49 PM
As I said, we don't frequently use the beach but I know we know times that work better than others
given the amount of cars there.
9/26/2020 2:28 PM
We don't avoid it, but we have walked down, turned around and come home because of crowds.
9/26/2020 2:24 PM
This beach has been my sanctuary for years and now I have to go home when it is overcrowded by
tourists.
9/26/2020 2:18 PM
At times, there has not been adequate space to safely socially distance do the number of people on the
beach during this pandemic.
9/26/2020 9:58 AM
It is a small beach which naturally suits a small number of people. For many years, that was the norm,
now it is overrun.
9/26/2020 9:31 AM
When I see the cars lined up through out the neighborhood. Even when I try to go early in the morning to
take my dog for a swim during the allotted hour I have had people verbally assault me that dogs are not
allowed. When I told them I have before 8:59am for some reason did not believe me...... It made me sad
that a place I was able to enjoy for the past 33 years is being destroyed by those think they know it all!!!!
9/26/2020 8:07 AM
Me and my family have never avoided going to Cliﬀ House Beach due to the number of people or
vehicles, although we have noticed that it was more crowded this summer.
9/25/2020 10:31 PM
I went to the beach many times this summer and only once turned around and headed home due to the
number of people. With many of the other nearby beaches closed due to COVID-19 the fact that there
were a lot of people wanting to go to Cliﬀ House was understandable and to be expected. I’m glad they
were all able to enjoy the sun and surf and I don’t feel bad at all about having to go back home that day.
9/25/2020 9:07 PM
We still go and enjoy the beach no matter how crowded it gets.
9/25/2020 8:14 PM
Even on busy days we have managed to find a spot on the beach; but just barely.
9/25/2020 4:10 PM

There in lies the issue because it applies to Any nice day, all day.
9/25/2020 3:51 PM
We are aware that going at certain times, especially at the height of the summer, meant more people.
This played a small role in when we went. Typically, we would go whenever was best for us, just knowing
that the volume might be higher. Maybe a couple times we would shift our times or not go, but this was
not the only or biggest factor.
9/25/2020 3:50 PM
beach should only be for residents
9/25/2020 3:37 PM
VEHICLES
9/25/2020 3:08 PM
We have often arrived to find large groups on the beach, out of state cars with oﬀ leash dogs, various
activities that are clearly prohibited as written in the visible signage. We have turned around on multiple
occasions due to lack of space on the beach.
9/25/2020 2:39 PM
we never use beach
9/25/2020 2:20 PM
We tend to go to Casino Beach because it is an association and technically you need to pay dues to
access the beach.
9/25/2020 9:47 AM

Question 4: Comments
This neighborhood was becoming overrun long before Covid. If limits are not placed on visitors and cars,
social media will continue to drive excessive numbers to the beach.
10/3/2020 12:47 PM
Seems like someone posted Cliﬀhouse Beach on a travel site about best undiscovered beaches!
10/2/2020 1:40 PM
I have seen a steady increase in the numbers of people and vehicles since the beach was highlighted in
a Portland Press article about “secret beaches” and it’s subsequent popularity on social media.
10/1/2020 10:03 PM
Traﬃc was worse this year, but the increase didn't seem significantly diﬀerent than the increase each
year (even just before the infamous "secret beach" story in PPH). Social media and web sites have
fueled the annual increases.
10/1/2020 9:41 PM
The crowding this summer was comparable to the crowding last summer, pre-Covid. The crowding has
been an issue for multiple years and is getting progressively worse summer.
10/1/2020 9:38 PM
We've been living here for 2.5 years and it's steadily increased.
10/1/2020 8:15 PM
It started with that Portland Press Herald story years ago about Cliﬀ House Beach being one of the
area's best kept secrets. Apparently not any more.
10/1/2020 7:29 PM
We have only lived in the area for a few years so we cannot say if traﬃc has increased. On those
occasions when we have gone, the number of people has been fine.
10/1/2020 6:54 PM
This has been happening since we bought our house 3 years ago. The first year was normal traﬃc and it
is steadily increasing. Soon it will be uncontrollable.
10/1/2020 9:59 AM
Absolutely. See above. I feel there should not be parking available to nonresidents. No dogs allowed. No
parking on Shore Road either. Restrictions for all of this really should be enforced.
9/30/2020 9:12 PM
This is wildly NOT a pandemic (or construction) issue. This has been a growing problem for years. The
largest number of people I see using the beach are not maine residents. License plate after place from
New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Florida, even Texas parked all
over the street.
9/30/2020 8:57 PM
I think it started with an article in the Press Herald calling it the best secret beach. And now it is on
google maps, so is easier for folks not familar with the neighborhood to find. And Covid 19 has exploded
the problem.
9/30/2020 7:37 PM

Again I cannot even park in front of my own house during the summer months. I would say the last five
years it has increased tenfold both from people parking on our street and foot traﬃc
9/30/2020 6:42 PM
I have lived on Sea View 37 years and can say this change started recently, within the past 5 years and
has steadily increased over time.
9/30/2020 6:00 PM
The town drew attention to this gem and thus the town caused the problem.
9/30/2020 2:27 PM
Certainly over the past 3 - 4 years, ever since the beach was mentioned as a 'secret beach" in the
Portland Press Herald, followed by the Boston Globe and an advertisement of Cross Jewelers this year.
COVID may have had an impact to some degree, but this issue certainly has been brewing for the past
several years.
9/30/2020 12:36 AM
Everytime we visit the beach it is pleasant and comfortable. We've enjoyed the beach about 4 times this
summer. It's my 11 year old daughter's favorite place.
9/29/2020 10:58 PM
Again 10 years or more ago it was rare to see someone from outside the broader neighborhood at CHB
and to see more than 1-3 cars parked at the beach. There was usually plenty of room to play frisbee on
the beach and bringing your dog was not a problem. We would often be the only ones on the beach even in the summer. The numbers have increased steadily over the past 3 years as word got out that this
was a free beach and with posting on the internet and construction of the new stairs.
9/29/2020 8:47 PM
But COVID hasn't helped. Since Ft. Williams was put oﬀ limits to people who want to see the sea, our
beach has been a substitute.
9/29/2020 5:38 PM
Moved here last October, but it has increased dramatically over the summer.
9/29/2020 5:35 PM
once the town replaced the steps down to the beach and the Press Herald printed the location of
"Secret Beach" our quiet neighborhood has been increasingly overrun by people from "away"
decreasing the quality of life we once enjoyed.
9/29/2020 3:51 PM
This is an issue that has been going on for a while now since people have posted the beach on
Facebook and in print. Naming it as a "Park" vs. an access route to the beach, has resulted in a huge
growth of visitors. It also is one of the few beaches that allows dogs (even though limited now).
9/29/2020 3:10 PM
Haven't lived here that long
9/29/2020 12:15 PM
I think it is up. I don't know why. This year I have seen many construction vehicles for a new house.
9/28/2020 7:41 PM
most likely due to word of mouth, high expense at many nearby beaches, and photos that link locationit is SO beautiful!
9/28/2020 5:13 PM

I think more people learned about it and think it is quaint, a good secret is hard to keep
9/28/2020 3:41 PM
We have only lived in the neighborhood for 1 year.
9/28/2020 1:05 PM
Social media has made this beach easy to find and has people seeking it out vs. going to Willard or
Crescent that has the facilities to manage larger numbers of visitors. This will continue to grow each
year...COVID just accelerated this change in 2020.
9/28/2020 11:33 AM
The sign at the top of the stairs now allows casual passerbyers or “wanderers” to easily find the beach,
bringing a whole new crowd who are not from the nearby neighborhoods.
9/28/2020 5:53 AM
I think it is because of the social media posts about Secret Beach as well as the NYT article that ran a
few years ago.
9/27/2020 10:52 PM
Google Maps and social media have promoted the beach ahead of COVID-19
9/27/2020 9:59 PM
We noticed an increase slightly but it was never an issue until this year.
9/27/2020 9:03 PM
The increase preceded the Covid pandemic and has been building over the last 4 years ever since the
beach was mention by the Portland Press Herald
9/27/2020 6:50 PM
We’ve been here less than a year
9/27/2020 3:26 PM
Based on living here for only 1 year. Anecdotally seems to be true
9/27/2020 3:18 PM
When casino beach went private the people gravitated to Cliﬀ House. And then add the virus and things
went a little crazy.
9/27/2020 1:48 PM
It seemed to change after the beach was listed in a newspaper, Press Herald I believe. Who thought that
was a good idea?!?
9/27/2020 1:33 PM
I remember as a kid not very many people went except the local neighborhood but now everyone has
caught on
9/27/2020 1:30 PM
This beach is too small for the amount of people coming .
9/27/2020 11:22 AM
People learned about the beach through local publications
9/27/2020 11:00 AM

See above. This is not a result of Covid-19. Several years ago "Secret Beach" was made public in a
travel article and the increase has continued since then. Air B and B and other short term rental sites
make note of the beach. It is on the general public's radar through travel apps like "wayfinder" etc. More
and more people are driving blind through the neighborhood as they follow their on board screen
directions- this is obvious to see.
9/27/2020 9:10 AM
Streets should only allow Cape permitted vehicles to park on the street and there should be permanent
signs clearly posted.
9/26/2020 7:48 PM
The number recently went up due to COVID related closures elsewhere
9/26/2020 7:09 PM
The traﬃc in every town in Maine has increased over the last 5 years, and Cape Elizabeth is no
exception. The traﬃc at Cliﬀ House beach has increased since the new steps were placed. I do not think
it has increased any more than any other area in Maine.
9/26/2020 6:59 PM
Haven’t lived here for 5 years
9/26/2020 6:52 PM
It all started with the Portland Press Herald's article about the wonderful access to the beach by the
general public.
9/26/2020 6:43 PM
Which I attribute to it being on the internet, plus the proliferation of hotel rooms and short term rentals in
Cape.
9/26/2020 5:35 PM
COVID 19 was an acceleration in the increase that has been steady.
9/26/2020 4:49 PM
I have noticed a significant increase in the last year. I hadn't paid much attention until this year, to tell the
truth.
9/26/2020 1:30 PM
While this summer has shown particular increase in people using the beach, the number of people has
steadily increased since the beach was featured in the Portland Press Herald and is used by local real
estate agents as a benefit of this area when advertising homes for sale.
9/26/2020 9:58 AM
Fact of the matter.
9/26/2020 9:31 AM
Yes, there has been a significant change.....not sure why but it might have been worse this summer due
to covid because people could not travel as much. Publicity of it's existence brought more visitors!
9/26/2020 8:07 AM
In general up until this summer, we've never seen more than 5 or 6 families at the beach at any one time,
although it was certainly more than that this summer.
9/25/2020 10:31 PM

The town as a whole has seen growth yes, however this year feels especially busy due to COVID-19
9/25/2020 8:36 PM
Again, we can't tell because we just moved here last year.
9/25/2020 8:14 PM
After the article in the Press Herald that said it was public
9/25/2020 4:53 PM
Ever since the beach was published in a “secret beach” article, the number of people has swelled.
9/25/2020 4:10 PM
This is not a new issue, as can be evidenced by the issues that needed to be addressed in 2018. I have
lived in this area of Cape Elizabeth, utilizing Cliﬀ House Beach, since 1972 - I have never seen anything
like this. The intent of this Beach, is as a neighborhood beach. That is why residents purchased homes
in this area.
9/25/2020 3:51 PM
We just moved here but anecdotally this sounds like it may have been the case.
9/25/2020 3:50 PM
I heard that the beach was advertised possibly in the Portland Press Herald as a "hidden gem" so I think
many people that use it do not live in the neighborhood or Cape Elizabeth
9/25/2020 3:42 PM
See my answer on # 3
9/25/2020 3:08 PM
We haven’t lived here long enough to see the incline over 5 years.
9/25/2020 2:19 PM
I remember reading a number of articles that made praised Cliﬀ House Beach and created awareness for
its existence. Suddenly, it was discovered.
9/25/2020 9:47 AM

Question 5: Comments
The number of license plates from away have steadily increased even though there is a huge park with
adequate parking less than a mile down the road.
10/3/2020 12:47 PM
See previous comment
10/3/2020 12:33 PM
Out of state vehicles (cars, pickup trucks, campers) from, but not limited to, MA, CT, NY, NJ, are
routinely parked on Sea View during summer months.
10/1/2020 10:03 PM
Almost none of the cars parked by beachgoers have Cape stickers. (We recognize neighbors' or
contractors' cars). 20-30% of vehicles by my frequent tallies have out of state plates. The rest are Maine
plates, but rarely Cape residents. People from surrounding neighborhoods in CE and nearby SoPo seem
to appreciate the impact on this neighborhood, and I seem them biking and walking when they go to the
beach.
10/1/2020 9:41 PM
It is rare to see a single visiting car in the summer with a Cape Elizabeth transfer station sticker. The
crowding is due to out-of-town and increasingly out-of-state beach goers. The beach functioned
appropriately for decades as a local park serving local residents that could change into bathing suits at
home and run home quickly if necessary to use the bathroom. The beach is not set up to accommodate
crowds of non-local visitors.
10/1/2020 9:38 PM
I have lived here for 30 years and have been active in youth sports and boosters. I have a good idea
which families are from Cape Elizabeth or not. Evident by the out of state tags and lack of CE resident
stickers on Maine cars, the vast majority of beach goers at Cliﬀ House are not residents of Cape
Elizabeth.
10/1/2020 7:29 PM
I actually no longer think of it as a neighborhood place as it is mostly out of state/town people.
10/1/2020 9:59 AM
Most people who live in the "neighborhoods" around Cliﬀ House walk to this beach. So the number of
cars I assume are people who do not live close by.
9/30/2020 10:01 PM
Absolutely, and as above, this has significantly changed the character of this neighborhood that was a
peaceful, quiet, beautiful place and community to a place overrun with people who are careless and
disrespectful to the neighborhood. There is more noise, car exhaust, traﬃc which detracts from the
community feel of this neighborhood.
9/30/2020 9:12 PM
I take great umbrage with the use of calling Cliﬀ House beach "a small park". This area is so far removed
from a park, its a joke to consider it one. Ive seen people set up grills on my neighbors yards, I've seen
people sunning themselves on the grass for hours waiting for their turn to find a space on the rocks. I
have seen children and adults finding sneaky places to use the bathroom. It's unsanitary. Ive seen
random strangers strip in front of my house and my neighbors to change into swim suits. A park provide
space for people to park their vehicles, places to use the bathroom, areas to prepare meals, ect. If this
were truly a "neighborhood park" then it would not be accessible to people outside of Cape Elizabeth.
9/30/2020 8:57 PM

Yes you see out of state plates, and many cars without Cape stickers.
9/30/2020 7:37 PM
Again, having lived on Sea View for some time now I have seen an influx of out of town and out of state
vehicles on the street, and have met many beach-goers that are from away. Prior to the dog ordinance
being implemented, we saw commercial dog walkers on the beach, and just this past Summer had a
commercial Kayak trailer and van parked on the street.
9/30/2020 6:00 PM
I walk SeaView Road daily, sometimes more than that. I have seen increase of out of state plates, and
when at the beach have only recognized a handful of familiar faces. (I have lived in this neighborhood for
30 plus years.)
9/30/2020 1:30 PM
It's been that way for a long time, but the out-of-staters have increased in recent years.
9/30/2020 1:22 PM
In the past few years the term "neighborhood park" has been a misnomer. occasionally cars traveling on
Glen Ave would stop to ask us where the beach was. They were definitely not from the area.
9/30/2020 12:36 AM
Cliﬀ House Beach is a public beach located in a neighborhood. It is not an association beach where the
neighborhood residents pay for upkeep or own the land. It is a public beach.
9/29/2020 10:58 PM
Those of us in the neighborhood certainly yearn for the days when CHB primarily served the local
neighborhood, and our local streets weren't filled with parked cars from out of state and the beach
wasn't crowded all summer.
9/29/2020 8:47 PM
Glen, Sea View and Crescent should all have restricted parking for residents only. Each residence should
have parking permits issued to them that their guests may use while visiting. These permits would hook
over the rearview mirror for law enforcement to view.
9/29/2020 3:51 PM
The original intent of this area was to provide access to the beach for the surrounding neighborhood.
Until a group of neighbors trimmed the surrounding growth and maintained it, it was never used as a
"Park". This designation has noticeably increased the publicity of the area and encouraged visitors from
out of town and state. They also have trespassed on neighbors' adjacent properties and gardens
thinking it's part of the "Park".
9/29/2020 3:10 PM
Although I believe in access for all to beaches and open space CHB and environs cannot handle the
increases use.
9/29/2020 11:22 AM
Particularly this summer, a significant number of visitors seem to be from Portland (based on window
stickers) and out of state (based on license plates). There also seems to be a significant increase in the
number of South Portland residents.
9/28/2020 9:41 PM
This summer has seen many people seeking an unregulated beach.
9/28/2020 7:41 PM

just a guess - no proof
9/28/2020 3:41 PM
During peak usage this summer, most of the visitors were not from Cape Elizabeth. When this beach was
unknown have folks from away was not an issue...its not a private beach...now 100s of people make
individual decisions to head to Cliﬀ House Beach with no concern over local impacts or capacity, or how
this has changed the neighborhood.
9/28/2020 11:33 AM
Identifying Cliﬀ House Beach as "a small neighborhood park" is a misclassification if the beach is written
up in the Portland Press Herald and Boston Globe as one of the best "unknown" beaches in Maine.
9/28/2020 10:27 AM
I rarely recognize anyone on the beach these days, and often feel as if many of the beach goers are not
good “stewards” of the beach since it’s not in “their backyards.” I used to feel very safe going down to
the beach either early in the morning when it is still dark out, or at night, but I must say, I no longer feel
safe as I don’t know who might be down there.
9/28/2020 5:53 AM
The neighborhood folks walk or ride their bikes and during the summer most of the cars are from out of
state.
9/27/2020 10:52 PM
Many cars from outside the state
9/27/2020 9:59 PM
I was shocked to see the numbers this summer mostly from out of state. I even saw a car parked in front
of someones driveway.
9/27/2020 9:03 PM
Multiple counts of cars show the vast majority of cars are from out of town and upwards of 20-30% are
from out of state
9/27/2020 6:50 PM
Casino is private and Willard has been mobbed so people are looking for options.,,
9/27/2020 1:48 PM
I think people are staying closer to home because of Covid.
9/27/2020 1:33 PM
Too many people from out of town are showing up
9/27/2020 1:30 PM
Possible, I cannot tell myself, would not be surprised if this was the case
9/27/2020 11:11 AM
I regret that realtors and publications have called attention to this 'secret beach', which encourages
persons from 'away' to try it out, for 'find it'.
9/27/2020 9:14 AM
This is now a tourist/visitor destination.
9/27/2020 9:10 AM

I can not comment since I do not keep track of license plates
9/27/2020 8:38 AM
Parking should only be allowed on one side of the street to allow for emergency vehicles.
9/26/2020 7:48 PM
Probably so, but so has every single place and small park in Maine. We’ve been discovered - the secret
is out
9/26/2020 6:59 PM
The Cape Elizabeth community has lost it!
9/26/2020 6:43 PM
I'm sure you've got some some research to verify this.
9/26/2020 2:28 PM
We always saw familiar faces and have met new "neighbors" here, now it's overrun with folks from all
over, even out of state, which is disappointing. It's such a small, tidal beach that it just doesn't lend itself
to a public beach billing
9/26/2020 2:24 PM
There needs to be a locked gate to access beach that only neighborhood resident have key;/access
code/card
9/26/2020 2:18 PM
Lots of out-of-state license plates seen there this summer.
9/26/2020 1:30 PM
I don't know; haven't been examining where they come from
9/26/2020 1:23 PM
Many out of state vehicles are parked along Seaview and spill onto Glenn Ave.
9/26/2020 9:58 AM
Also fact of the matter.
9/26/2020 9:31 AM
I'm not an adjacent neighbor so I would have no way of knowing. The only way that someone would
know would be to either ask people or follow people that park on the street to the beach.
9/26/2020 8:39 AM
Yes!!!!!! This is very true!!! Use to see neighborhood folks there and now I can go down for a swim and
not recognize anyone. I work in the Willard Square area and I see many families from that area, which I
think may be okay as long as they walk or bike and not create more car congestion in the neighborhood.
9/26/2020 8:07 AM
Sounds like any beach or park I've ever been to in this area. People from away like Maine. They always
have. If anything, the change I'm noticing in Cape is that folks are less inclined to share. You can't share
without giving up something...that is the nature and intent of sharing. Living on Glen or Seaview in Cape
Elizabeth, Maine is truly a blessing, and the folks that visit for a few days in the summer during this
pandemic are lucky to spend a few hours there. It's odd to me that the folks that are lucky enough to live
there year round begrudge others a few hours.
9/25/2020 10:31 PM

It is a public space. Anyone should be welcome no matter where they are from.
9/25/2020 9:07 PM
However it is an amazing place that should be able to be enjoyed by all...
9/25/2020 8:36 PM
We've seen license plates from all over so it must be attracting people from elsewhere.
9/25/2020 8:14 PM
In fact, many out of state plates.
9/25/2020 6:28 PM
If this is allowed to continue, it may have an eﬀect on the value of our homes.
9/25/2020 3:51 PM
We do see more cars without Maine plates (haven't checked for the C.E. transfer station stickers). In
general it is nice to know or think about a lesser known park that primarily serves local neighborhoods,
but we don't like the idea of restricting access. If people hear about it, even oﬀ the beaten path, they
should be welcome to come and enjoy this beautiful space.
9/25/2020 3:50 PM
As mentioned above, Sea View, Shore Road and Mountain View Road all have non-neighborhood
vehicles parked throughout the day by visitors to the beach.
9/25/2020 2:39 PM

Question 6: Comments
This is a minimum first step. Restricting visitors should also be in the plan. If I understand it correctly it is
"primarily" a space for the benefit of the neighborhood.
10/3/2020 12:47 PM
Who enforces that. Violation tickets should be very high. $200. If you have a NY BMW parked there - the
tucked price needs to be high enough to discourage parking. $ could go back into a beach association.
Would also need to limit parking on surrounding streets.
10/3/2020 12:33 PM
If I have guests from other towns over, I will invite them to use my driveway. If a neighbor hosts a large
family event, I would urge the town to have some discretion in those rare events.
10/1/2020 9:41 PM
Yes, restricting summer parking on Sea View and Glen Ave is the only eﬀective way to limit the
neighborhood and beach crowding problems. The Maine coast is full of beautiful parks and beaches
with wide roads, dedicated parking lots, and the staﬀ and facilities required to safely accommodate outof-town and out-of-state beach-goers.
10/1/2020 9:38 PM
If the recommendation is to still allow parking on Sea View and Glen Ave then this sounds like a good
plan. I'd also suggest limiting the parking to the 5 or so select spots in front of the beach to reduce the
traﬃc in the neighborhood.
10/1/2020 8:15 PM
Yes, BUT, it must expand to other streets within the area, otherwise you are just moving the problem for
other neighbors to deal with.
10/1/2020 7:29 PM
The suggestion you propose will likely just push others to neighboring streets. Perhaps the town could
follow in the footsteps of Goose Rocks Beach in Kennebunkport: restrict parking on all surrounding
streets to local residents (and sell daily parking passes through a kiosk to those who do not have those
town stickers)
10/1/2020 11:06 AM
If at all. It should be no parking so that people have to walk (neighborhood folks) or not come.
10/1/2020 9:59 AM
Definitely. This should also be strictly enforced. One concern is that if this happens, there will be
overflow parking of out of towners to nearby streets which will then have the same eﬀect there that we
are seeing now on Sea View and Glen Ave. I do not want this parking/ traﬃc for the beach on my street,
and I'm confident that my neighbors do not either.
9/30/2020 9:12 PM
I think this would be a good start, and that perhaps residents of sea view and Glen can have a few guest
passes for their visitors.
9/30/2020 8:57 PM

Agree partially, though disagree with carving out any exemption for non-residents with disabled tags.
This beach is not handicapped accessible and it would be dangerous and misleading to oﬀer special
handicapped parking. Eﬀectiveness of more restrictive parking policy would hinge on good parking
enforcement, although Sea View and Glen Avenue residents should be able to host guests without their
being ticketed (maybe guest passes?)
9/30/2020 8:56 PM
I think this might be one of the possible solutions. If it were a larger beach with a larger capacity both for
the beach as well as parking, it would be diﬀerent, but at high tide there is not even any beach. We have
enacted dog restrictions partly because again the beach is so small and as I dog owner I support these
restrictions as they help all people in the area/neighborhood be able to enjoy this treasure. I think
measures to lessen the traﬃc at Cliﬀ house beach would do the same.
9/30/2020 7:37 PM
I strongly agree with this statement. I think it Would help a lot and make the neighborhood safer again
9/30/2020 6:42 PM
I have thought for some time now that this would be a good measure to put in place.
9/30/2020 6:00 PM
That would be a start. I would like to see parking limited to one side, not both, and no Shore Road
parking. Because of the number of cars I have seen parked on SeaView and close by, that does mean
there will be displacement to nearby neighborhoods which will increased traﬃc to small neighborhoods,
without sidewalks. Not idea with many young children, walkers, bikers, etc. Again, Cliﬀ House Beach is
not LARGE enough for the number of cars with 2 or more that each car brings.
9/30/2020 1:30 PM
It's probably the only feasible way to reduce crowding.
9/30/2020 1:22 PM
Consider extending this to Cottage Farms, Mountain View and Island View roads.
9/30/2020 3:52 AM
And ONLY on one side of the street! It is very dangerous to have cars on both sides, requiring
pedestrians and vehicles traveling in both directions attempting to use the middle of the street. With no
where to pull over, cars were forced to back up creating a very dangerous situation. The restriction to
allow parking only on one side was a significant improvement.
9/30/2020 12:36 AM
I am concerned, however, that this will simply push the parking problem further up to Mountain View Rd
and Shore Rd
9/29/2020 8:57 PM
I think this would help. However, this needs to be done in combination with controls on adjacent streets
so we don't get overflow on Mountain View, Island View and Cottage Farms. This may also backfire. If
there are consistently 20 cars parked along Shore Rd on the top of Sea View the 1,000s of out of state
cars driving by on their way to Ft Williams on a weekend will likely wonder what everyone is parking for
and assume it must be something worth checking out. Thus we could exacerbate the problem with the
unintended consequences of dozens of more cars parking along Shore Rd and super saturating the
crowds at CHB.
9/29/2020 8:47 PM

While it is understandable that monitoring stickers would be a temporary burden on the Police
department, improved signage could reduce the issue. It is likely that after the first few busy weeks or
weekends, people would get used to the restricted parking and the need for police monitoring would be
minimal.
9/29/2020 3:10 PM
But who will police that?
9/29/2020 12:15 PM
Some accommodation should be made for guests of residents of Sea View and Glen as most houses
don't have suﬃcient oﬀ street parking.
9/29/2020 11:22 AM
I don't think it's likely that restricting parking will result in a decrease of visitors, unless those restrictions
extend to the Island View/Mountain View neighborhoods and Shore Rd, as the same problem that exists
now is likely to just pop up on another street. I fully support limiting parking and access, but for it to be
eﬀective I think it would need to be larger than just the Sea View/Glen View. I wonder if foot-traﬃc
access only, or limiting the number of spaces to 5 , with no parking anywhere in 1/4 mile radius would
better work.
9/28/2020 9:41 PM
It is a small town-owned beach and should be treated as such.
9/28/2020 9:40 PM
OR a guest pass for friends-?
9/28/2020 5:13 PM
don't see a downside to this....?
9/28/2020 3:41 PM
I think this should extend to all streets within a half mile walk of the beach.
9/28/2020 1:45 PM
This will push parking into other neighborhoods, and may need to be addressed in the future by
expanding this restriction to more streets near CHB
9/28/2020 11:33 AM
This is tricky, as it would require signs and enforcement, neither of which I think is particularly desirable.
Additionally, as we have many friends come visit us and park in front of our house on Glen Ave, it would
be exhausting to have to worry about them having parking permits. I also fear it would encourage even
more people from Cape to come park on these streets. I don’t think we want to call any more attention
to the beach than already has been.
9/28/2020 5:53 AM
Yes! This is a great solution. I so agree that parking needs to be restricted to local residents. I am
concerned that parking on Shore Road will increase as well as Preble Street.
9/27/2020 10:52 PM
This will only shift the parking to neighborhoods across Shore Rd and have no eﬀect on traﬃc and cars
driving through the neighborhood.
9/27/2020 9:59 PM

I would typically be against this but from what I saw this summer I am 100% in favor of this. I am even
ok not having parking. And having it only be access by foot.
9/27/2020 9:03 PM
This is consistent with parking priority given to Cape residents at Fort Willams
9/27/2020 6:50 PM
the problem is that they will (and already do) park on Cottage Farm and Shore Road and make vehicle
and pedestrian traﬃc more dangerous. I don't know what the solution is.
9/27/2020 6:13 PM
If those streets become permit-only zones, it will drive beach goers into other neighborhoods, which
doesn’t address/solve the problem.
9/27/2020 3:39 PM
Great idea!
9/27/2020 1:33 PM
I think this seems like a reasonable solution.
9/27/2020 1:31 PM
Because this is a very small local beach I think this would be appropriate. There are larger parks in Cape
Elizabeth that can accommodate larger crowds.
9/27/2020 11:11 AM
I'm not sure why you are including those with a disabled parking tag. If there local they will have a sticker
if not why are they allowed and others not. The beach is not accessible to disabled persons.
9/27/2020 11:00 AM
There will need to be a certain number of "guest parking" passes for each residence on the street so our
friends can still come to visit. This is not for the beach but for everyday socializing with friends and
others who stop by.
9/27/2020 9:10 AM
This is a tough one especially since we have a 1936 sized driveway with no place for friends to park
except the street. We agree in principle but if a friend comes over, just to drop by, or stay overnight, how
will that be handled? Are we going to call the police to tell them so they don’t get ticketed? It seems
cumbersome for residents and for the police department. Maybe each resident should have a few
resident guests temporary parking cards. Other than that, it does seem like a good idea to restrict
parking to CE residents.
9/27/2020 8:55 AM
Restrictions should be all year long.
9/26/2020 7:48 PM
It is a public park and I do not think that this can or should be done
9/26/2020 7:09 PM
They are public streets. Can I put that restriction on my street? No, and neither should Sea View and
Glen Ave
9/26/2020 6:59 PM

The solution is for the police to "card" people on the beach, periodically on hot days, to prove Cape
Elizabeth residency, not to look at car stickers or even to "run the plates". That prevents visitors who
don't use the beach from visiting family and friends in the neighborhood. I assume you mean
"Handicapped" mirror tags. That status should have nothing to do with it.
9/26/2020 6:43 PM
Make those streets no parking at any time
9/26/2020 5:49 PM
However, restrict one to Cape residents, please. Also, ALL parking should be before the Glen Ave
intersection, so that cars are not backing up or turning around on the dead end to maximize safety by
eliminating the need to back-up or turn-around. South Portland has done this on Willard.
9/26/2020 5:35 PM
There could be a 5 minute 'loading and unloading' zone for anyone
9/26/2020 4:49 PM
this would help a great deal, I would guess. But who would be "policing" this in terms of checking cars
with/without the sticker?
9/26/2020 2:28 PM
I am not an abutter so would default to the solution that works best for neighbors on Sea View and Glen
and their visitors.
9/26/2020 2:13 PM
This is a neighborhood beach, after all.
9/26/2020 1:30 PM
This does seem to be a way to keep the neighborhood safer and works toward maintaining the feel of a
local neighborhood community. Perhaps people driving to visit the beach could park along Shore Road.
There is a wide oﬀ road lane stretching from Seaview toward Ft. Williams.
9/26/2020 9:58 AM
A transfer station sticker or a sticker specific to parking at Cliﬀ House that is obtained at Town Hall.
9/26/2020 9:38 AM
Historically most everyone walked from home. I feel badly for the families that live on Sea View and Glen
Ave.
9/26/2020 9:31 AM
May cause traﬃc to start parking in the Mountain View Park area so might have to include this
neighborhood as well.
9/26/2020 8:07 AM
If we are restricting access to the beach only to Cape citizens, this makes sense. Otherwise, it seems
like an odd and arbitrary decision.
9/25/2020 10:31 PM
Restricting parking during the height of the summer to only Cape residents is not a feasible solution. It
would be better to designate where people are able to park (so as not to block any roadways, driveways,
etc) but still allow a great deal of parking there. The beach is to be enjoyed not squirreled away for a
select few. Parking should be available but anywhere that is oﬀ limits could be indicted with permanent
no parking signs or a fire lane.
9/25/2020 9:07 PM

I agree but how do we distinguish visitors of the people that live on Sea View and Glen Ave from beach
goers?
9/25/2020 8:48 PM
Using the transfer station tag as a kind of access ticket reinforces the reputation of Cape Elizabeth as an
exclusive town. Further, the beach is so close to South Portland, it seems important to consider that
those residents feel a local connection as well. In our view, the impact of crowds and cars on the homes
on Sea View and Glen is a far bigger issue than the crowd at the beach and the number of people on
some days. We don't support excluding nonresidents outright. How about: ++ a registration/parking
sticker obtainable from the CE town oﬃce; diﬀerent fees for resident variation e.g. free for CE, modest
fee for So Portland, slight increase for Cumberland County, another increase for out of state, etc. ++
make permanent the one side of the street parking regulation ly in place
9/25/2020 8:14 PM
I don't understand the reference to a disabled parking tag. And this summer there were home
construction vehicles there. Would they also be restricted in the future?
9/25/2020 4:51 PM
In addition, I believe that it should be posted that the beach is for cape residence use.
9/25/2020 3:51 PM
The world is already restricted enough. Public spaces should not be further exclusionary. You shouldn't
have to be able to buy a house in Cape Elizabeth to enjoy this beautiful space.
9/25/2020 3:50 PM
I also think from may to sept it should only be open to residents oﬀ the cliﬀ house beach neighborhoods
or start an association like casino beach
9/25/2020 3:37 PM

Question 7: Comments
I only agree if we are unable to restrict beach access. In that case, visitors will park someplace and that
part of Shore, say from the Trolley Hut back towards Ft. Williams aﬀords a safe margin and the homes on
that stretch are set back from the road.
10/3/2020 12:47 PM
No. Will not solve crowding problem. Why is Casino oﬀ limits? That forces people to other beaches
10/3/2020 12:33 PM
There is already too much traﬃc on Shore Road and even with the new crosswalks cars do not stop for
pedestrians!. More parking on Shore Road would make crossing even more perilous! People have also
been parking on the roads leading into Mountains View Park!
10/2/2020 6:19 PM
Shore is pretty wide there, and the homes are well set back from street. Sight lines south of Sea View are
better than to the north.
10/1/2020 9:41 PM
We believe that a few (maybe 4-6) dedicated parking spots on Shore Road is an acceptable compromise
to allow an appropriate and safe number of out-of-town beach-goers at a time to access Cliﬀ House
Beach. It is critical to limit the number of spaces on Shore Road to avoid negatively impacting Shore
Road residents' quality of life and to avoid continued crowding on Cliﬀ House Beach.
10/1/2020 9:38 PM
This could work, but the parking spots should be limited to 5-10 max.
10/1/2020 8:15 PM
It sends a mixed message and will likely result in excessive parking issues on Mountain View Rd, Island
View Rd, etc, when those spots fill
10/1/2020 7:29 PM
This is a good idea because then we'd still be welcoming to non-residents but it limits the numbers
significantly and would cut down on the traﬃc on your street.
10/1/2020 1:57 PM
Don't think pushing unwelcome traﬃc elsewhere is the solution if it impacts people's front properties.
Then we may end up with more owners on Shore Rd putting up FENCES to block the view of parked
cars.
10/1/2020 11:06 AM
This is where my house is and I do not want traﬃc in front of it all summer long.
10/1/2020 9:59 AM
This solution to the parking issue seems like it simply moves the problem from SeaView and Glen Ave to
a diﬀerent area. And if the parking spots are full on Shore Rd, people will park on other neighborhood
streets. Additionally, there will still be traﬃc on SeaView and Glen ave as people will probably drive down
to the beach to drop people and luggage oﬀ and then drive to the parking spots.
9/30/2020 9:12 PM

While I think parking on shore rd. is a better option than having people park on sea view or Glen, my
thought is it shouldn't be more than 4 spaces for cars. Otherwise there will be a serious line up of cars
on the side of the road, Beach to beacon style.
9/30/2020 8:57 PM
Absolutely a horrible idea, not only because it would bring a ton of traﬃc to my own front door but also
because Shore Road is already way too unsafe with fast traﬃc, bicyclists, and pedestrians to add a
parking lot function during the busy summer season. Sea View Beach should remain a neighborhood
beach available to those who can walk or bike to it.
9/30/2020 8:56 PM
I am not such what "Beach Parking zone" means. If it means signage which essentially points more
people to a very small neighborhood beach I would not favor this. But if it meant creating safe parking
for people who already know the beach is there, that would be ok
9/30/2020 7:37 PM
The beach is too small for the number of people that are trying to use it that aren’t from the
neighborhood or Cape Elizabeth. If you’re from Cape Elizabeth and you want to enjoy the beach and you
have a sticker on your car that’s fine, but the hordes of tourists and people that aren’t from here that are
trying to use the street to park to use the beach is unsafe, both for the number of cars and because of
the Number of people near each other gathering on the beach during the COVID-19 pandemic.
9/30/2020 6:42 PM
I live on the corner of Sea View and Shore Rd and feel that this may increase the foot traﬃc and general
activity around our property. As it is already, we find trash and dog waste bags in our flower beds and
along the edge of our property. Having said this, I understand the sidewalks are public property and if
this would decrease the amount of vehicular activity on Sea View it would be worth the trade-oﬀ.
9/30/2020 6:00 PM
should also be available for residents with dump stickers and for handicapped
9/30/2020 2:47 PM
I cross Shore Road and use crosswalks established in that area, often. I don't think additional cars/
coming and going from parked car/gathering of children and their belongings on busy Shore Road is
safe. I am also concerned that parked cars on Shore Road will block view of pedestrian crossing and
view of oncoming traﬃc will be diﬃcult to see, as well. The traﬃc on Shore Road during summer tourists
season, beach season, is constant and fast. Out of town/state drivers do not know of crosswalks,
despite the town's eﬀorts. Tour buses and Trolleys do NOT STOP for pedestrians.
9/30/2020 1:30 PM
Just creates a new parking problem without solving the crowding problem on the beach.
9/30/2020 1:22 PM
We would need to know more about how this would impact the homes on Shore Rd. Would we simply
push the problem oﬀ Sea View and Glen and onto Shore?
9/30/2020 12:36 AM
This would help avoid congestion on Mountain View Rd, which is a narrow, curving street that is heavily
used as an ingress/egress to the Mountain View Park neighborhood
9/29/2020 8:57 PM

Yes this will move the problem out of the immediate neighborhood of Sea View and Glen Ave - which
would be great for residents of these streets. However, encouraging Beach Parking on Shore Rd may
open the door to make the beach crowding situation even worse.
9/29/2020 8:47 PM
Perhaps if limited to 3 spaces
9/29/2020 8:00 PM
This would be a good option to limit traﬃc.
9/29/2020 3:10 PM
Keeping in mind safe site distance for vehicles entering Shore Road from Sea View.
9/29/2020 11:22 AM
Non-residents should not be permitted to park for the beach--it's a small neighborhood conservation
park, not a tourist attraction or beach club. A bunch of cars parking along shore rd. is unsightly, loud,
overly-busy, an likely to increase traﬃc dangers. I don't think anyone in the surrounding neighborhoods
wants Shore Rd. to become a parking lot.
9/28/2020 9:41 PM
This would negatively impact Shore Rd. Make the parking on Sea View CE resident only and leave it at
that. This is not a state park.
9/28/2020 9:40 PM
Increased foot traﬃc on Shore Road will become a concern. Once the beach parking zone on Shore
Road fills, people will park on the Mountain View Park roads (Mountain View, Island View, Ocean View,
Cottage Rd) which will need some restrictions.
9/28/2020 6:49 PM
good idea
9/28/2020 5:13 PM
that could be unsafe...? shore road is a nightmare - people drive way too fast. Can there be designated
spots (ie, 4 or 5 on Sea View via painted boxes on the street) and no parking everywhere else?
neighborhood people can walk to the beach.
9/28/2020 3:41 PM
I don’t think that any parking zone should be established for non-residents within a half mile of the
beach.
9/28/2020 1:45 PM
The beach is not large enough to accommodate non-residents
9/28/2020 1:05 PM
This may not oﬀer enough parking, and cars will end up on smaller side streets that are not made for this
type of traﬃc or parking
9/28/2020 11:33 AM
I am not sure exactly what setting up a Beach Parking Zone entails; however, such a zone should ONLY
be made is it can be monitored and violations can be enforced.
9/28/2020 10:27 AM

Again, I think this will just call more attention to the beach, and cars driving by on Shore Rd will see that
this must be a cool beach to go to since there are so many cars parked there, and it will ultimately
increase drive by traﬃc and beach congestion, while blocking the bike lane.
9/28/2020 5:53 AM
Given that Fort Williams is just down the road and has ample parking for out of town visitors, I would
recommend that Cliﬀ House be for the local neighborhood.
9/27/2020 10:52 PM
Requires town services to enforce parking in surrounding neighborhoods and issue parking permits to
residents with visiting relatives.
9/27/2020 9:59 PM
There are multiple beaches available in Cape Elizabeth without adding parking on shore road so more
people could come to a very small neighborhood beach.
9/27/2020 7:03 PM
There is a wide and marked shoulder daily used by private and commercial vehicles without any recent
problems that I am aware of
9/27/2020 6:50 PM
NO!
9/27/2020 6:13 PM
There aren’t great solutions for the parking problem, but I personally think this is the best option. It
makes the parking most easily policable and keeps cars out of quieter areas.
9/27/2020 3:39 PM
That’s in front of my house!
9/27/2020 3:28 PM
People drive too fast on Shore Rd and it’s already diﬃcult to cross safely as a pedestrian. Having cars
parked along Shore would only worsen the hazard and create more congestion.
9/27/2020 3:26 PM
We do not feel we should be providing parking or encouraging use by non-residents at all
9/27/2020 3:18 PM
Should be limited to bikes and walkers. Otherwise it will be just like Willard and the street parking is over
the top.
9/27/2020 1:48 PM
I think this invites advertising to all the people who are diving by on their way to Fort Williams who would
not otherwise know the beach was there. I strongly believe this would be counterproductive and would
result in an even greater flow of people and out of state visitors.
9/27/2020 1:31 PM
This is not a destination beach . It is too small .
9/27/2020 11:22 AM
We are fortunate to have lots of beach access in Cape/SoPo/Scarborough so there are many options for
people to go to alternate beaches. Shore Road has too much traﬃc (vehicle/bikes and pedestrians) to
line the break down lane with cars.
9/27/2020 11:00 AM

Let people figure out where to park if the resident parking is implemented. Advertising the beach parking
will bring more people and once it's full they will park anywhere anyway.
9/27/2020 9:10 AM
Maybe, the only problem is that when vehicles are parked there, it is very hard to get out of Seaview
onto Shore Rd. Same with Glen Avenue.
9/27/2020 8:55 AM
May well become a traﬃc hazard on an already busy section of shore. Even without beach parking Shore
Road is a hazard for several blocks on either side of the diagonal intersection with Preble.
9/26/2020 8:26 PM
It is a public park and a public road.
9/26/2020 7:09 PM
The beach should be limited to Cape residents. If parking spaces were to be reserved they should be for
Cape residents. Cape oﬀers other, larger beaches better able to serve people from other towns.
9/26/2020 6:43 PM
Establish no parking on the streets
9/26/2020 5:49 PM
Only open to residents.
9/26/2020 5:35 PM
I'm not sure....would the congestion on Shore Road justify this? How many vehicles would you be
speaking of? How do the police feel about this idea?
9/26/2020 2:28 PM
This beach is too small to even draw more attention to it than there already is!
9/26/2020 2:24 PM
A parking area on Shore would just add more congestion on the shoulder, and draw more attention to an
already overcrowded area. However, crowding the shoulder would also likely slow down traﬃc for the
pedestrians and bikes (similar to the intersection near DiPietros).
9/26/2020 2:13 PM
It's a very small beach, and therefore limiting access to the neighborhood only is likely best.
9/26/2020 1:30 PM
My opinion is that this just pushes the problem out to Shore Road and you will be back dealing with that
issue.
9/26/2020 9:38 AM
Why shift the mess and burden to other neighbors of the beach? Walk, Bike or or use the beach at Fort
Williams!
9/26/2020 9:31 AM
This street is narrow as it is. Absolutely don't create more parking and don't "advertise" that there is a
non-resident beach available.
9/26/2020 8:39 AM

If CliﬀHouse is meant to be a neighborhood park then it should be that. I worry that if we start allowing
cars to park on Shore Road it will just have the same outcome of too many people on a very small
beach. Also the wide shoulder is needed to keep pedestrians and bikers safe especially during the Covid
time of social distancing. I dog walk on Shore Road a lot and without the wide shoulder it will be
dangerous!! I have noticed the town has put a sign at the cross walk on Shore and Mountain
View......People drive right past the cross walk all the time. Having cars parked along Shore Road would
create even more visibility problems for people trying to cross the street!
9/26/2020 8:07 AM
I think this would be a safety issue for all the bikers and traﬃc on shore road. I'm not in favor of
increasing parking for the beach, or it will be over run eventually. But I'm not in favor of deciding who
should and shouldn't use the beach based on how much money they have, what state they live in, or
what stickers they have. Too much of that going on in the world already.
9/25/2020 10:31 PM
Shore Road is a popular biking route and filling the bike lane with parked cars is not safe. Safe, more
convenient spots are available much closer to the beach. I do no support increased parking on one the
busiest main roads through Cape.
9/25/2020 9:07 PM
If the zone would be on the same side of Shore Road as the beach, we'd support establishing it there.
9/25/2020 8:14 PM
There will be overflow into the neighborhoods. Already hard to bike or walk with a stroller in the area
safely. Then we have MORE dogs in the neighborhood, going to the bathroom on lawns along the way to
the beach.
9/25/2020 6:28 PM
That's simply moving a problem from those streets to Shore Road.
9/25/2020 4:51 PM
This will only further promote a widespread use of the beach. There are more than enough “public
beaches” in the area with plenty of parking. This beach should be treated as a neighborhood beach just
as it always was
9/25/2020 3:51 PM
It would be fantastic to have additional parking, or perhaps all parking for the beach should be on Shore
Road (and not on the residential street), but not restricted just to C.E. residents. Policy should be the
same for all. Handicapped spaces should remain available at the top of the stairs.
9/25/2020 3:50 PM
there should be no non-resident parking , or space designated to them. Residents should have parking
options
9/25/2020 3:37 PM
There are two cross walks in this zone that already have limited visibility. Cars parked on either side of
the street between Sea View and Montgomery Terrace would create a safety hazard related to the two
cross walks abutting this zone. The beach is not really big enough to support non-residents.
9/25/2020 2:39 PM
I’m not sure about this. It feels like it’s possibly just shifting the problem. I need to know more.
9/25/2020 2:23 PM

It gets crowded enough with residents. I’ve had enough
9/25/2020 1:52 PM
We do not need to clog up Shore Road with cars.
9/25/2020 9:47 AM

Question 8: Comments
It's a nice idea on paper but will just lead to more congestion.
10/3/2020 12:47 PM
That only allows & encourages out of residents to use beach
10/3/2020 12:33 PM
I don’t know how this could be enforced.
10/2/2020 6:19 PM
Given how narrow Sea View is, this could become a real problem....all the turning around, etc....
10/2/2020 1:40 PM
There is already a problem with cars driving to the end of Sea View in search of a parking space and
then making 3-point turns or traveling in reverse back up the street. A drop oﬀ zone adjacent to the park
would exacerbate this.
10/1/2020 10:03 PM
10 minutes will become 15, and cars will get backed up waiting for their opportunity. We will still have
vehicles struggling to turn around at the end of Sea View or backing up the street. Formula for failure.
10/1/2020 9:41 PM
Our family has two young kids. Our biggest concern is the number of non-resident cars driving through
our narrow, quiet neighborhood streets and turning around in our driveways. The loading / unloading
zone will encourage beach-goers to drive their cars into our neighborhood twice: upon arrival and at
departure from the beach, potentially increasing traﬃc. Furthermore, beach-goers will drop oﬀ stuﬀ and
riders without knowing if there is a spot available on Shore Road. This will be confusing and will
encourage visitors to ignore parking rules if they find that all spots are taken on Shore Road.
10/1/2020 9:38 PM
This will encourage people to drop oﬀ and the turn around at the top of the beach creating congestion.
10/1/2020 8:15 PM
I doubt people will honor it
10/1/2020 7:29 PM
Then there'd be a lot of turning around in that tight area and into the driveways which could be a mess.
10/1/2020 1:57 PM
I'm not sure. Would that solve the problem of cars not being able to turn around? I think there needs to
be a turnaround point that doesn't impact owner at very end of street.
10/1/2020 11:06 AM
See above.
9/30/2020 9:12 PM
I think having an unloading zone could work, which would be especially helpful for emergency vehicles
having space to park there aswell, since as things stand now, they can barely make it down the road at
all. I would feel horrible if something happened to the Owen's or Preaty families and emergency
responder couldn't eﬀectively reach them or do their jobs because of beach goers.
9/30/2020 8:57 PM

Sea View beach should be a pedestrian-access beach. A loading/unloading zone encourages people to
bring lots of gear and to stay for longer periods, thereby making the beach even more crowded.
9/30/2020 8:56 PM
This is not a bad idea except I think lots of folks turn around at the end of sea view and I feel awful for
the folks at the end of the road. I think there should be NO parking beyond where sea view and glen
meet. That makes for an easy exit from the area without car needing to turn around
9/30/2020 7:37 PM
I don’t think this is really necessary but I also don’t think it would do any harm.
9/30/2020 6:42 PM
Having a drop oﬀ does not address the to-and-from the beach to drop oﬀ/unload items traﬃc. If beachgoers have this much "stuﬀ" to bring to the beach I would suggest they use a beach/park that has better
access to their destination, along with parking and restroom facilities. The two houses at the end of Sea
View already have to deal with vehicles turning around in their driveways and this may increase this
practice.
9/30/2020 6:00 PM
Ideally, that would serve me with a large family who wants to take lunch, boards, sand toys, etc. to the
beach. But again, it is a small beach and will this only present more traﬃc/parking issues somewhere
else?
9/30/2020 1:30 PM
Good idea.
9/30/2020 1:22 PM
There is no safe means of turning around to leave the drop oﬀ area. Turning around requires
inappropriate use of neighbors' property to do so and backing up is dangerous. Would cars be lining up
along Sea View waiting to drop oﬀ? Possibly a 5 minute handicap drop-oﬀ area, but still the issue of a
safe turnaround must be dealt with.
9/30/2020 12:36 AM
That seems reasonable. It would provide access to people carrying boats or with disabilties.
9/29/2020 8:47 PM
If enforced.
9/29/2020 11:22 AM
I think this will just promote the idea of unloading then parking in someone else's neighborhood.
9/28/2020 9:41 PM
That seems fair to me.
9/28/2020 9:40 PM
sounds good
9/28/2020 3:41 PM
This will create a lot of churn in the area by the beach...let people park and walk in to the beach with
their stuﬀ. (but they may do the drop oﬀ churn anyway....)
9/28/2020 11:33 AM

This would likely increase cars pulling up and then turning around in the neighbors’ driveways and
lawns, endangering walkers, kids and families. As at Scarborough, you can park a distance from the
beach and carry what you need to. Cliﬀ House Beach is already not handicap accessible, with the stairs;
however, it would still be possible to drop someone oﬀ to sit on the bench at the top without having to
have designated drop-oﬀ spots. I fear that a long line of cars waiting for drop-oﬀ would be more
bothersome and hazardous than just letting people figure it out on their own, or go elsewhere if there’s
nowhere to park, as we often do when we go to Higgins.
9/28/2020 5:53 AM
Again, if this is just for neighborhood use only, I would not have a loading and unloading zone.
9/27/2020 10:52 PM
A loading and unloading process would eﬀectively double the traﬃc and turn around congestion at the
end of Sea View
9/27/2020 6:50 PM
But maybe make one handicapped spot?
9/27/2020 3:39 PM
I don’t see a need for that.
9/27/2020 1:33 PM
I think the more parking you make available to people, the more people you invite. This would just make
it easier for larger numbers of people to visit.
9/27/2020 1:31 PM
That would seem to encourage large groups with a LOT of paraphenalia to 'move in' for the day. I prefer
small family groups with less 'equipment'.
9/27/2020 9:14 AM
This will increase quick turnaround traﬃc problems. Make people carry what they need from their carsperhaps this will discourage huge party set ups.
9/27/2020 9:10 AM
this just invites people to come then drive around looking for parking. if you want to keep it local, then
don't oﬀer a lot of parking. people can walk or bike
9/27/2020 8:38 AM
The road is so narrow nearest the beach that drop oﬀ parking would create a bottle neck requiring use of
private driveways to turn around and would be a huge nuisance to those living in the immediate area.
9/26/2020 8:26 PM
There is no place for vehicles to turn around.
9/26/2020 7:48 PM
No parking allowed
9/26/2020 5:49 PM
No parking in front of beach. Keep it all before Glen Road for safety.
9/26/2020 5:35 PM
!! as above
9/26/2020 4:49 PM

one parking spot for loading
9/26/2020 3:15 PM
I'm not sure of the area and space.....
9/26/2020 2:28 PM
This will cause too much congestion.
9/26/2020 1:30 PM
It is diﬃcult to turn around in front of the park. Perhaps designated drop oﬀ spots further up Seaview or
the first two spots on the corner of Shore and Seaview would be better.
9/26/2020 9:58 AM
Good idea
9/26/2020 9:31 AM
Good idea to have turn around spot. This would keep people from seeking out driveways to turn around
in. But DON'T label it as 10 minute. Just make it a "no parking" turn around. People will unload anyway
but making it any kind of timed parking is asking for trouble to enforce.
9/26/2020 8:39 AM
Again just encouraging people who are not from the neigborhood to come to the beach continuing to
cause overcrowding. They will just drop stuﬀ oﬀ and then go park on Shore Road or in the Mountain
View Park area. This really doesn't solve the problem.
9/26/2020 8:07 AM
I don't see the benefit of this, and it would be diﬃcult to police/enforce.
9/25/2020 10:31 PM
Just make them normal parking spaces. 2 loading zone spaces means 2 less parking spaces.
9/25/2020 9:07 PM
This seems to solve nothing. And after unloading go where to park? If you’re going to be rude and make
people park on Shore Road just go for it and make them haul their stuﬀ all the way to the beach.
9/25/2020 8:36 PM
Sounds like a good idea.
9/25/2020 8:14 PM
During the busiest weeks and busiest times of the day during those weeks.
9/25/2020 4:51 PM
Again - I completely disagree with changing the nature of this beach
9/25/2020 3:51 PM
This is a great idea though hard to enforce. Would like to see more details on this.
9/25/2020 3:50 PM
the turn around is too tight and disruptive to the residents on that street - if you are a neighborhood
resident you can walk or do a quick drop oﬀ on shore road if necessary
9/25/2020 3:37 PM

The area adjacent to the park should be kept clear so that residents and emergency vehicles can access
the area freely.
9/25/2020 2:39 PM
Not sure. Need to know more. That could be inviting a stream of loaders and unloaders. How about an
area of four spaces right adjacent to the park where there’s no parking allowed at all except vehicles with
disabled sticker?
9/25/2020 2:23 PM

Question 9: Comments
Another nice idea that is easy to support but will do little to alleviate the traﬃc problems.
10/3/2020 12:47 PM
Do not accommodate people that can not walk to beach
10/3/2020 12:33 PM
Encouraging bikes is a good idea. Not sure if corral or rack gets people to bike who wouldn't otherwise.
10/1/2020 9:41 PM
We welcome local visitors arriving by bike, this is how our small neighborhood beach access was
intended to be used. Cape Elizabeth residents (arriving by bike, foot or car) are not causing the beach
crowding. In fact, most local residents that we've spoken with feel like they cannot use the beach during
the summer because it is too crowded with out-of-town visitors.
10/1/2020 9:38 PM
Sounds like a good idea?
10/1/2020 11:06 AM
I don't think many people bike here. 90% drive as seen by the crowded streets.
10/1/2020 9:59 AM
I think that is an excellent idea to have it along the road. Tho I do think it should be probably anchored
down as I can easily see and out of stater just moving the rack out of the way to park.
9/30/2020 8:57 PM
Bike racks are an excellent idea. Bikes take up little space, encourage visitors to bring less gear, carry
fewer passengers, don’t create noise or pollution or block driveways.
9/30/2020 8:56 PM
maybe 2 of the parking places!
9/30/2020 7:37 PM
People ride their bikes to the park either way. They just leave them on the hill above the beach. We don’t
need to encourage more people using our beach. It’s too tiny for the number of people that are trying to
use it, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
9/30/2020 6:42 PM
I agree, some days there were bikes all over the lawn and it was diﬃcult to get to the stairs at times.
9/30/2020 6:00 PM
You need to discourage not encourage people.
9/30/2020 2:27 PM
Great idea. Again, small beach not meant for a lot of people. That's why it has been a neighborhood
beach, anyone is welcome but parking is limited. There is not space in this area to create a parking lot
for beach goers. Let's limit this beach to CE residents.
9/30/2020 1:30 PM

This would be nice. This past summer bikes were thrown all over the park area, at times significantly
blocking access and creating a dangerous approach when walking into the park area. If bikes could be
easily locked by using a bike rack people may be encouraged to ride.
9/30/2020 12:36 AM
Biking is better than driving. Excessive bike racks may lead to excessive crowding.
9/29/2020 8:47 PM
A bike rack in a parking space in the road is not acceptable. An alternative to using a parking space on
the road would a bike rack near the beach signage on the south side of the stairway. This is right beside
the access path anyway.
9/29/2020 3:10 PM
Possibly try a bike rack and depending on usage add or subtract
9/29/2020 12:15 PM
Bikes are already there in high numbers, so I don't think this will do much to decrease the number of
cars. More important, you have to decrease the number of people at the beach to match its size and
atmosphere. There are several other very lovely beaches that tourists and non-residents can visit in
Cape, and those that are much larger and able to support the increased density.
9/28/2020 9:41 PM
Great idea!
9/28/2020 9:40 PM
perhaps. I often ride my bike and am fine with laying it on the grass. Seems to work
9/28/2020 5:13 PM
bikers already bike there. walkers already walk. I don't think having a bike rack will stop people from
driving. limited parking will.
9/28/2020 3:41 PM
Folks who want to ride their bikes just leave them in the grass. I don’t think people choose to drive
because there is no place for their bikes.
9/28/2020 1:45 PM
Will also clean up the area from many bikes laying around the park
9/28/2020 11:33 AM
Again...someone would need to manage the removal and/or installation of the bike rack as seasons
change and road plowing begins. Do not add a bike rack if people are/the town is not willing to manage
it.
9/28/2020 10:27 AM
I think bike racks would be a nice idea; however, I also think it would increase the visibility of the beach
from the street. Also, often times bike racks collect abandoned bikes scooters, skateboards, towels etc.
That’s not what we want to litter up the grassy area at the top of the stairs. Let’s keep it a casual,
informal part, with minimal structure and regulation.
9/28/2020 5:53 AM
This is a great idea! There are so many bikes all lined up on the grass during the summer season. I love
this idea.
9/27/2020 10:52 PM

I don't think a rack would encourage biking but it would organize the already numerous bikes that are
used to come to the beach, which I am in favor of
9/27/2020 6:50 PM
maybe. you would need to survey folks to find out. I don't think the out of towners who are taking up the
parking spaces would bike just because bike racks are installed.
9/27/2020 6:13 PM
Great idea!!!
9/27/2020 3:39 PM
Again, as noted above, I think installing bike racks encourages more visitors.
9/27/2020 1:31 PM
I don't think the bike racks should take a parking spot. There is plenty of green space to put some bike
racks oﬀ to the side on the lawn.
9/27/2020 11:00 AM
Would it be necessary to use one of the parking places for it
9/27/2020 9:14 AM
Make it two bike racks and take up 2 parking spots.
9/27/2020 9:10 AM
I don't think more people will bike but it is a nice gesture. ly I just lie my bike down on the grass.
9/27/2020 8:38 AM
A bike area would make more sense in a designated section of the lawn area and would keep the chaos
of bikes lying around all over.
9/26/2020 8:26 PM
Needs to be less overall visitors.
9/26/2020 7:48 PM
But that will allow people from other towns to use this beach which we believe is too small to be open to
the general public.
9/26/2020 6:43 PM
And it would make the lawn more user friendly, instead of strewn with bikes
9/26/2020 4:49 PM
Worth a try.
9/26/2020 2:28 PM
Not sure if this would encourage people to ride bikes
9/26/2020 2:18 PM
This would encourage more people to use a rack rather than the grass, but my guess is those who are
likely to ride are already riding or walking.
9/26/2020 2:13 PM
Parking spots are precious. I like the idea of a bike rack, but perhaps the bike rack could be put on the
grassy area, near the top of the stairway down to the beach.
9/26/2020 1:30 PM

At times this summer there were so many bikes lying in the grass at the top of the park that there was
not much grass area for those who wanted to sit in chairs in the grass along the roadside rather than go
down the stairs to the beach. So, a bike rack could have multiple benefits.
9/26/2020 9:58 AM
I think bikers come with/without a bike rack.
9/26/2020 9:31 AM
I think again if this is a neighborhood park then riding a bike to the beach should be encouraged and
allowed. Keeping true to the identified function of the park should be the focus. If people want beach
access that is what Fort Williams, Cresent Beach, Two Lights and Kettle Cove provide. They are much
larger beaches!!
9/26/2020 8:07 AM
I don't think people avoid Cliﬀ House Beach due to the lack of bike racks. I see bikes there frequently.
9/25/2020 10:31 PM
A bike rack is a great idea but it doesn’t need to be in a parking space. Save the space and put the bike
rack on the grass.
9/25/2020 9:07 PM
It keeps the community feel having bikes on the lawn. When you try bring organization you’re just
bringing more attention to it. Let it be.
9/25/2020 8:36 PM
This would also help keep all the bikes from lying on the grass as it is now.
9/25/2020 8:14 PM
It should be a neighborhood beach - not have people coming from other towns/cities.
9/25/2020 3:51 PM
Install lots of spaces! We ride our bikes all the time and this would be awesome for us, and hope that
others would be encouraged to ride as well.
9/25/2020 3:50 PM
maybe u are again asking for non residents to use bikes may be left overnight or forever will you require
bike permits???
9/25/2020 3:37 PM
This would do nothing to lessen the number of out of towners
9/25/2020 3:08 PM
A bike rack would be useful. There are often several bikes laid upon the grass.
9/25/2020 2:39 PM
It would keep bikes from taking up space on The park grass.
9/25/2020 2:23 PM
We don’t need anything that would attract more people. Many people ride bikes anyway.
9/25/2020 1:52 PM

Question 10 - Please provide additional comments or oﬀer your own ideas
or recommendations in use at other communities' beaches and parks.
I've grown weary of the parade of vehicles, the congestion on the beach, the changing rooms on the
street, the trash and an unsafe environment for emergency vehicles and the children in the streets. I
implore the town to implement a strong and enforceable policy.
10/3/2020 12:47 PM
Why is Casino oﬀ limits? Why does that beach have a private status when others do not? I think that Cliﬀ
House area sadly should not make any accommodation d For those who can not walk to beach
10/3/2020 12:33 PM
Ideally the beach should be for the immediate neighborhood, as it has always been prior to the article in
the Herald two years ago about pocket beaches. However, at the very least access should be limited to
Cape Elizabeth residents with a dump sticker requirement or a pass obtained from town hall. Other
towns Grey, for example, limit beach access to town residents.
10/2/2020 6:19 PM
Ban parking on Sea View Ave from where Glen Ave comes joins it. Make this accessible only for the
houses that are on this part of the street.
10/2/2020 8:08 AM
The emergency signs posted by the police around the Owens property were very helpful and I would like
to see permanent signs or lines painted on the street denoting “no parking”. Safety should also be
factored into this issue. Cars are often parked with front or rear bumpers barely clearing resident
driveways. This has made it diﬃcult for Sea View résidents leaving their homes to see pedestrians in the
street. Finally, there has been an increase in litter on the sidewalk/curb - beer and soda cans, food
wrappers, used face masks. I realize we can’t manage people’s behavior but it does detract from a lovely
neighborhood.
10/1/2020 10:03 PM
Going to a beach inevitably involves lots of schlepping. There are very few public beaches where one
can park as close as one can on Sea View and Glen. Those other locations aren't usually
neighborhoods. This beach should not be a tourist attraction. The increasing notoriety of CHB may not
allow us to manage the crowd size, but these proposals will bring enormous relief to the residents of Sea
View and Glen from churning and relentless traﬃc.
10/1/2020 9:41 PM
The impact of the recent crowding at Cliﬀ House Beach on our neighborhood's quality of life is too great
to ignore any longer. Overcrowding at Cliﬀ House Beach is the new normal in our internet-connected,
social media-addicted culture. It is not a result of the pandemic or local beach closures, and it will not be
solved without parking restrictions. Sea View and Glen Ave residents deserve a lasting solution that
prioritizes the safety and character of our neighborhood. The Conservation Committee and Town Council
have a responsibility to help our neighborhood and put parking restrictions in place by mid-spring, 2021.
10/1/2020 9:38 PM
As a resident of Island View Road and the first house oﬀ shore, I would expect the same parking rules to
go into eﬀect on our street or we will simply become the next parking area for the beach. Limit parking
on Sea View and Glenn to just in front of the beach. Limit it on shore road. No Parking in Mountain View
Park. This will promote walking and biking to keep it a neighborhood beach.
10/1/2020 8:15 PM

My name is Rich Kelly and I have lived at 1 City View Rd for 30 years. During that time I have enjoyed the
use of Cliﬀ House Beach, since it is only a few blocks away, but have witnessed the beach over the past
few years becoming overcrowded and as a consequence, an increasingly larger numbers of non-resident
cars parking in the neighborhood, making it too dangerous for pedestrians and bike riders. I would like
to suggest that bike racks be provided on a seasonable basis to accommodate those that do not drive
into the neighborhood and would suggest on a basis to be determined, that parking be limited only to
Cape Elizabeth residents during peak beach time on all streets in the neighborhood, not just Glen Ave
and Sea View Ave. The numerous dangerous encounters I experienced this summer regarding
unfocused and aggressive drivers while I was on foot and on bike, were not the result of Covid-19 or
construction projects. It is the result of Cliﬀ House Beach now being a greater Portland recreational
beach destination, drawing crowds that would otherwise frequent Willard Beach, Fort Williams, Crescent
Beach, Higgins Beach, Ferry Beach or Scarborough Beach. As I learned over the July 4th weekend, why
would someone from Falmouth, traveling with a party of 4 cars, decide to frequent Cliﬀ House Beach
instead of the before-mentioned beaches? Because there is ZERO chance once you get to Cliﬀ House
Beach, you will be turned away due to parking capacity issues like the other area beaches. While other
area beaches have parking lots to properly accommodate those that drive to the beach, and many
restrict street parking on the roads leading to the beach for safety, Cliﬀ House Beach does not have a
parking lot nor any meaningful parking restrictions to "divert" beach goers from the greater Portland area
to drive to other beaches with parking lots. I want Cliﬀ House Beach to be public and understand it is
not for the exclusive use of the Mountain View Park neighborhood. But I must ask the Committee to
recommend management practices that reduce the number of cars parked on the streets by not allowing
the narrow streets of Mountain View Park to be overrun by non-resident beach goers, who can easily
find other suitable beach destinations within 5 to 15 minutes away. I would trust the Committee and
Town would consider with greater weight, the right of peaceful enjoyment and safety for the residences
of the Mountain View Park neighborhood, over the trivial inconvenience of non-Cape Elizabeth residents
who may have to stay in their cars a few more minutes to reach any of the other numerous beaches
nearby, with parking. As a side note, I was motivated to send this letter as the result of witnessing on
Labor Day, a group of 3 women, part of a 2-vehicle party with Massachusetts tags parked at the end of
SeaView Ave, find it appropriate to use the "port-a-potty" in the Hunt's driveway, while the men packed
up the car. Earlier this summer, I witnessed similar incidents twice at another address on Sea View Ave
that had a port-a-potty outside. While I am half-kidding, if you don't limit parking in the neighborhood,
consider a few port-a-pottys in the area for our our non-resident guests to take a bathroom break in
before they hit the road, apparently it is needed.
10/1/2020 7:29 PM
As someone who has lived in Mountainview and been going to this Beach since age eleven I think the
beach is severely overused.I believe the only way to rectify this is to limit access by car. I would
recommend that during the summer parking on Seaview be limited to Cape Elizabeth residents and that
no parking be allowed below Glen Avenue. I would also prefer that no additional parking be provided on
Shore Road.
10/1/2020 3:01 PM
See previous answer re GRB. Residents get a seasonal parking pass for $5 per car, and the sticker must
be aﬃxed to the registered vehicle. Weekly non-resident passes are $100 and daily are $25. Tickets are
written up all day long. It must be a big revenue generator for the town.
10/1/2020 11:06 AM

To whom it may concern: The parking situation on Sea View Road for the Cliﬀ House Beach is a
problem. Dozens of cars a day search for parking, trolling for spaces and causing disturbances to the
neighborhood. There are two root causes of the problem: the beach’s popularity, and the cul-de-sac
nature of Sea View. If we can address either cause, we can greatly alleviate the problem. Other than
getting the beach removed from Google maps, there’s not much we can do to reduce the beach’s
popularity. And indeed, the beach is a wonderful resource and should be used. But there is no need to
allow “drive-up access”. The clearest and simplest solution would simply be to prevent parking on Sea
View. Folks who want to come to the beach can walk, bike, or find parking on Shore Road or other
nearby streets where the traﬃc flow is more amenable. Since the neighborhood residents require street
parking, parking on the street could be allowed with proof of town residence (dump sticker).
Implementing this plan would require: 1. Signage 2. Enforcement during peak periods Please consider
this plan as a straightforward solution to a longstanding neighborhood annoyance.
10/1/2020 10:52 AM
Please take into consideration the neighborhood. I do not mind people using the beach but the excess
cars on the roads are dangerous as there is no through way. I would endorse any path forward to a semipublic, parking restricted, dog friendly beach again.
10/1/2020 9:59 AM
Parking should be for Cape residents- provide stickers for cars. no sticker- ticket.
9/30/2020 10:01 PM
Enforce seasonal parking on neighborhood streets within a mile of SeaView to Cape Elizabeth residents
with a transfer station sticker. I feel strongly that people who are not from Cape E or Maine should not be
allowed to park in the neighborhoods in close proximity to the beach (one mile distance). Residents
within this radius could be issued 1-2 passes for guests who stay overnight and need to park on the
street. We do not pay our town tax dollars to support beach rights to those who are not from our town.
9/30/2020 9:12 PM
Again, I live at 2 Sea View, the brown house right on the corner. There really really needs to be a no
parking sign on the small space between Shore rd. and my driveway. People will consistently park in that
space, and not only does it make it near impossible to safely or eﬀectively pull in and back out of my
driveway, it makes the top of the entry to the street very over crowded. It makes it diﬃcult for anyone to
safely enter sea view or exit to shore road, as people often choose to whip down our street at great
speeds. There's enough congestion at the entrance to the neighborhood without someone parking there.
We have spent the summer making our own no parking sign, which is often vandalized and was then
eventually stolen. I think painting the sign on the road could work. In addition I would also be willing to
paint it tasteful on our fence so there is two places of visibility. I think having a marked speed limit could
also help slow traﬃc down. As well as a "slow children at play sign". My son is due this November, and it
breaks my heart to think he won't be able to play as safely in the neighborhood as I once did when I was
a kid.
9/30/2020 8:57 PM
Cape Elizabeth/South Portland is blessed with many beautiful and expansive beaches, including Willard,
Fort Williams, Crescent and Kettle Cove. All these beaches are available to residents and non-residents
alike. Sea View Beach is not expansive nor does it oﬀer suﬃcient parking to support the level of visitors
that these larger beaches can. SVB was and should remain a beach accessible primarily by pedestrians
so that the impacts to surrounding neighbors are minimized and local residents can continue to enjoy
this wonderful neighborhood asset.
9/30/2020 8:56 PM

I've mentioned some ideas above- 1.No parking on the lower "half" of Sea view. There is no good place
to turn around. I witness folks turning around in the driveway of the folks at the end of the road a lot. 2.
Take down the large sign identifying the beach. Leave the small sign at the top of the stairs with the dog
restrictions. This might discourage out of state folks( or folks not from the area) who can't find the beach.
3. Is there a way to remove Cliﬀ House beach from google maps?? Thank you for doing all you can to
retain the wonderful nature of this little treasure. I fear that with increase usage, more and more trash and
erosion will occur as well. thanks!!
9/30/2020 7:37 PM
We feel strongly about maintaining open access at the beach at the same time trying to balance the
needs of the immediate neighbors and avoiding overcrowding period
9/30/2020 7:25 PM
I really just think having a Cape Elizabeth sticker on your car to park on the street for the dates listed
above is the best idea. I would prefer that the beach became private for a local access only, but I
understand that probably won’t become a reality. I think reducing the flow of number of people that visit
the beach during the summertime that aren’t from the neighborhood or from Cape Elizabeth at all will
really help the neighborhood become more safe for the people who live here.
9/30/2020 6:42 PM
I have concerns about the cleanliness of the water with the lack of restroom facilities. I know people do
not want to talk about this issue but I am sure people are urinating and perhaps defecating in the water. I
am not proposing restroom facilities be installed but rather the people going to the beach live close
enough to go back to their house as needed. I also witness people changing from bathing suits to street
clothes at their vehicles and although they tend to do so with a towel wrapped around them, it is still
something being done in a residential neighborhood that perhaps should not be happening. Strategies
such as encouraging people to walk and bike to the beach will help to return some of the "neighborhood
feel" to the beach, and limiting parking to CE residents would help in this as well. Thank you for the
opportunity to allow us to work together on a common goal of keeping this beach accessible to our
neighborhood and the surrounding local community.
9/30/2020 6:00 PM
I have a concern that any changes will hasten the spread of parking to side streets on the west side
(North?) of Shore Road
9/30/2020 2:47 PM
My family has owned property on Sea View since 1949. Cliﬀ House Beach was unknown but to people
on the adjacent streets. You accessed it by pushing your way through 6 ft high poison sumac lining a 2 ft
wide dirt path. If you did not live there you would have no idea there was a beach. For some reason, the
town thought that clear-cutting the natural beach-side growth and replacing it with asphalt and clearing
out the vegetation and planting a lawn and adding benches was a good idea. It was a bad idea. You
created a problem which will just lead to endless meetings with lawyers and activists and have no easy
solution. What you did to Cliﬀ House Beach and Sea View Ave and Cliﬀ Ave is a real shame. It is not
always good to broadcast good things. Appreciating good things in silence is a better course,
9/30/2020 2:27 PM
See Question 9 for my recommendation. Limited parking in beach area for CE residents only. Small
beach, small neighborhood, busy main street, etc.
9/30/2020 1:30 PM

This is a small beach and a small neighborhood and it is a shame when it becomes overrun by people
from out of town. In previous years, folks in the community took care of many things at the beach, such
as mowing the grass at the top, clearing the brush around the steps, cleaning up storm debris from the
beach. Since the town has taken over more of the maintenance, it seems fair that the beach be
available/open primarily to tax payers of Cape Elizabeth.
9/30/2020 3:52 AM
Although this was a nightmare all summer, I want to thank the Cape Elizabeth Police for their very patient
responses each and every time we personally called them to the neighborhood - and it was more than
once. As discussed with the police we feel that a speed limit MUST be posted on the street before we
have a serious accident, most likely involving a pedestrian. It is our understanding that because there is
no speed limit posted it is 25 miles per hour. This is simply far too fast considering the hills and the blind
curve (obstructed by a large bush.) We challenge anyone on the committee to attempt to drive the roads
at 25 miles per hour. The police have explained that limits are set by the DOT. Please make this part of
the resolution of this matter. Thank you.
9/30/2020 12:36 AM
There are many who are drawn to the ocean, it is a true place of beauty. Not all are fortunate enough to
have purchased land around the public beach but the beach is for everyone - it's public. If the
individual's living around the beach are irritated they should close their curtains and avoid looking
outside for two months. It's exactly what I do during hunting season, I stay out of the woods.
9/29/2020 10:58 PM
Overall, people have been respectful of the new dog rules and I hope those will remain in place. In some
ways, adding a park sign at the top of the steps made the beach more prominent and encourages
people to access it. Though parking could be allowed on Shore Road, I would not further "advertise" the
park by specifically placing "beach parking" signs there.
9/29/2020 8:57 PM
This seems to be a somewhat unique problem at CHB. How come there isn't more public access along
the nearby shoreline such as at the end of Drew Rd in South Portland, at Casino Beach, or in Delino
Park? If the out of state visitors were not concentrated at CHB but spread out along the shoreline - there
would be less crowding.
9/29/2020 8:47 PM
Parking should be metered; this enables some funds to assist beach maintenance
9/29/2020 8:00 PM
Are visitors aware that this is a residents only area?
9/29/2020 5:35 PM
This will work only with the beach parking area on Shore Rd., resident parking stickers and RESIDEN
PARKING PERMITS FOR GUESTS. Thank you.
9/29/2020 3:51 PM
I would like to add, the Conservation committee (and therefore the town council) should not expect the
homeowners in Ottawa Park, especially Sea View Ave. and Glen Ave., to monitor the access to the
public portion of the beach. Mrs. Preti would like to add that there be a sign for "carry in, carry out" of
trash since she has seen trash and even diapers, thrown into the bushes. Do NOT provide a trash can as
this could be hugely problematic
9/29/2020 3:10 PM

Form a Cliﬀ House Beach Association similar to the CBA - Casino Beach Association
9/29/2020 12:15 PM
It is imperative that sensible planning occurs when establishing limits or expansions of public areas in
the Cape. Town oﬃcials should take into account the eﬀect on residents when making decisions about
the use of these public areas.
9/29/2020 11:22 AM
I think that limiting the number of beach goers needs to be in equal priority to the number of cars. We
need to conserve the quietude and peacefulness of the neighborhood for residents; just as other
neighborhoods in Cape would deserve to have their integrity protected in similar instances. It's critical
that the solution not just kick the problem to the next neighborhood or street over. I think minimizing the
number of spaces to 5 or so, and then having no parking of any kind, except for the people that live
there, on the surrounding streets is a decent option. Again, if we wanted our neighborhood to look and
feel like Portland, we wouldn't live here. We live here because we don't enjoy a constant influx of cars
and people all the time. Additionally, Ft. Williams, Crescent, and Kettle Cove all are options minutes
down the road, and with minimal impact on neighborhoods and residents.
9/28/2020 9:41 PM
I wonder if this is partially a result of the paid parking at Portland Headlight. Perhaps it would make
sense to allow free 2 hour parking at the lots near the beach at that park.
9/28/2020 9:40 PM
I think the above ideas sound great. As a walker/biker - it's been working for me. I will say that my
elderly parents live 4 houses from Willard Beach and they LOVE to see all the comings and goings to
that beach. They love to share it with the community, and recognize that it is FREE and feel so happy
that people can enjoy it. There are many people that cannot aﬀord to go to paying beaches. They also
recognize that summer is very, very short! They happily put up with parking inconvenience for 2 months,
at most. I am a public school teacher in Portland- did you know there are kids in Portland that have
never been to the beach, and have never seen a lighthouse? We need to share the beauty and be
grateful for what we have.
9/28/2020 5:13 PM
I am sorry for those living on the road - it is a great area but I can see traﬃc really being noise, eye and
air polluting. I would make the whole street Resident Parking Only!
9/28/2020 3:41 PM
Most of the neighbors when they bought their homes were told they had deeded beach rights. Obviously
that didn't mean anything. One home that just sold on Sea View Avenue had that in their real estate
listing. What's up with that? Is there such a thing as deeded beach rights to Cliﬀ House Beach?
9/28/2020 3:00 PM
If we restrict parking to Cape Elizabeth residents, we may want to consider granting parking rights to
nearby (not all) South Portland residents as well, since they are part of the neighborhood too.
Alternatively, we could restrict parking on all nearby streets within a half mile to the residents who live
there, and designate a 10 minute loading/unloading zone in front of the beach entrance, as mentioned in
item 8.
9/28/2020 1:45 PM
The Town should research what other towns in Maine and other states have done in similar
circumstances and develop a long term solution. This will keep coming back every couple of years until
the right solution is found.
9/28/2020 11:33 AM

In the past I know that neighbors have managed the maintenance of the beach as it relates to clean up
from seasonal debris and storm surges. If that group continues, they should be compensated for their
work or a some sort of fund/collection box be available to assist with maintenance. Maybe the people
who store their boats at the beach should also be required to have a sticker or something to use that
space. I am not sure if there is already one there. From an aesthetic perspective, please NEVER allow a
Port-a-Potty to be installed at the top of the beach. Thank you to everyone who is putting so much time
and energy into the considerations around the preservation of our shared community resource!
9/28/2020 10:27 AM
Cliﬀ House Beach has been “discovered,” there’s no denying that. I think encouraging neighbors in the
larger surrounding neighborhood to be good stewards, and kind beach goers, will go a long way. How
about monthly neighborhood informal gatherings to clean up the beach, mow the lawn, trim back the
bushes, and get to know each other so that everyone feels ownership and pride in the beach and
surrounding streets/neighborhood? We could also talk about ways to be kind and inclusive, while also
encouraging visitors to be respectful, such as no smoking, being polite to other beach goers, respecting
others’ beach going experience, dog rules, polite etiquette for walking/parking in the neighborhood etc.,
without being exclusionary or having to be neighborhood “police.” I’m worried that the more we call
attention to the beach through signs, rules, newspaper articles, we’re going to get the opposite of what
we want, which is access to a lovely neighborhood beach.
9/28/2020 5:53 AM
I think parking must be restricted to Cape residents only. This is a small beach and cannot manage the
huge crowds that are now showing up. I feel so badly for the folks who live right nearby as this must be
a nightmare during our beautiful Maine summers. Local folks will continue to walk and/or bike and Cape
residents should be able to have a few parking spots to enjoy this public beach. Please do keep it public
access to cape residents though. Thank you so much for this opportunity.
9/27/2020 10:52 PM
Joint private beach for local residents of Cape and SoPo. Remove it from google maps.
9/27/2020 9:59 PM
We are beach people. We love this beach. I feel for the owners on Glenn Ave and Seaview. As far as bike
racks, less spaces, no spaces... it is totally the neighbors decisions. I am excited that you are bringing
this to the towns attention and excited about taking back the "Secret Beach".
9/27/2020 9:03 PM
As stated prior, this is a very small beach. There are better access beaches that people should be
pointed to go to, this was supposed to be a neighborhood beach that you were granted access to from
your deed.
9/27/2020 7:03 PM
The town has used parking restrictions to control crowds, access, and promote safety in many place, ie
Kettle Cove Road and Fort Williams. Restricting parking to Cape residents would make their enjoyment
of the beach a priority, reduce congestion and promote safety.
9/27/2020 6:50 PM
We live right across line in sopo and have watched the masses take over the sweet space. We always
ride our bikes or walk unless we’re unloading paddle boards. Parking needs to be addressed. We feel for
the neighbors who have had constant people in their yards and turning in their driveways. Hopefully
pedestrians and bikers can still access this beautiful space respectfully.
9/27/2020 4:54 PM

Mostly want to defer to the people living on Seaview to accommodate their wishes as the parking and
traﬃc aﬀects them most. However, we would love to feel free to use the beach more as a close neighbor
of the beach, we bought in this neighborhood viewing the beach as a friendly, casual and mellow spot to
utilize as a family.
9/27/2020 3:18 PM
We have street traﬃc/parking on family fun day and Beach to Beacon but that is just two days. I
wouldn’t want to deal with that traﬃc all summer long.
9/27/2020 1:48 PM
No parking signs posted on Sea View and Glen. Casino Beach parking seems to be more crowded this
year, too!
9/27/2020 1:33 PM
I think if you want to solve the problem of there being too many out of state tourists to the beach, you
need to not go out of your way to make access easier. This is a neighborhood beach. it does not have
the size or scale of Willard or Crescent and making more parking and loading or unloading zones
encourages more and more visitors. I think the idea of restricting parking to Cape residents is a good
one. I am strongly opposed to putting parking on Shore Road because that will only serve as
advertisement to additional out of state visitors. Another solution is to restrict parking to all visitors
directly in front of the entrance. Frankly, seeing five cars parked in a row in front of the steps is an
eyesore. I think by and large, the neighbors all walk to the beach.
9/27/2020 1:31 PM
I love this beach area, and I appreciate your attempts to manage it in accordance with its size and
ovation in a residential neighborhood while maintaining access for adjacent Cape Elizabeth
neighborhoods and bikes. Dog rules need to be enforced somehow as well.
9/27/2020 11:11 AM
I think the survey ideas are good ones - limiting it to locals by allowing only limited parking, transfer
station sticker and adding bike racks. Will the parking time be limited to 1-2 hours and be monitored?
9/27/2020 11:00 AM
I hope we don't get to a point where we restrict access to the actual beach. This is a town park that we
should share with our neighbors in the largest sense of the word. The biggest problem is traﬃc and
numbers and with parking restricted I think the numbers will decline. I feel fro my friends who live on
Seaview as they suﬀer the most from the summer rush but the entire neighborhood is impacted by the
popularity of the beach.
9/27/2020 9:10 AM
good luck. tough decisions no matter which way you slice it
9/27/2020 8:38 AM
I would like to see certain limited close by neighbor hoods given decals designating which could park.
Essentially, I would like this very small beach to have some restriction regarding capacity so it can
remain pleasurable to enjoy it. For example, during high tides there is essentially no beach and if 2 dozen
folks show up there is no where to have a seat.
9/26/2020 8:26 PM
Police need to periodically enforce any new parking configuration or this will all be moot.
9/26/2020 7:48 PM

This is a great little neighborhood beach. It is fun to visit and I enjoy it a lot. Over the years there have
been changes to the dog policy and there have been new stairs placed .That has increased visitation.
But the recent uptick is due to COVID and as other parks/outdoor areas/ beaches /restaurants, etc all
open, it will decrease the number at Cliﬀ House. I do feel that this is a public beach/park and these are
public roads. We cannot just "lock it down" and make it harder for others to use it. If the people who live
on Glen and Sea View wanted privacy, then owning property by a public park/beach was a bad decision.
9/26/2020 7:09 PM
This is a public beach and park and that includes people visiting from out of town. I understand that it is
disappointing in many ways to see our little area growing in popularity and becoming overrun with
tourists. But this is what is happening all over the Portland area. It is simply a reality. The residents of
these two streets have enjoyed this beach in relative peace and quiet for a very long time. But time has
caught up with our neighborhood and it is simply going to be busier. The decision to improve the steps
to the beach likely encouraged more people to visit, too.
9/26/2020 6:59 PM
Parking along Shore Road for beach users should not be encouraged due to the amount of bicycle
traﬃc on Shore Road.
9/26/2020 6:52 PM
The general public has free access to beaches in Cape Elizabeth at: Fort Williams Park (at the free
parking areas in the park), Kettle Cove and Willard Beach in SOPO. All three of these have designated
parking lots to accommodate beach goers. Cliﬀ House Beach is too small to handle large numbers of
visitors. Try a Cape Elizabeth residents only policy with signage and a thorough policing of beachgoers
from time to time to enforce it. The present policy of liberal access does not work.
9/26/2020 6:43 PM
There is no reason for individuals who do not live in the surrounding areas to use this beach. Cape has
Kettle Cove, Crescent Beach, and Fort Williams for individuals who are not residents. In addition Willard
Beach is available nearby as well as Scarborough Beach and East End Beach in Portland. Similar to
Casino Beach, this beach should be a community beach that is used by local citizens.
9/26/2020 5:49 PM
Thanks for doing this. It's become a source of sadness and frustration for me.
9/26/2020 5:35 PM
I would be in favor of completely eliminating ALL PARKING, and just having the loading/unloading zone.
9/26/2020 4:49 PM
Seems it would be worth it to Investigate how other communities in the same kind of situation handle it. I
hope the community members will oﬀer their thoughts and ideas about this situation. It's real and it
seems, an awful imposition on the residents of this area.
9/26/2020 2:28 PM
With Willard Beach, Fort Williams, Two Lights, Kettle Cove, and Scarborough Beaches in such close
proximity with ample parking and the appropriate facilities I just hope we can preserve these small
neighborhood spaces for tax paying residents who care and respect the property and neighborhoods
9/26/2020 2:24 PM
I would like to see some kind of restricted access that only neighborhood residents have access to.
9/26/2020 2:18 PM

Thank you for sharing the neighborhood beach. We treasure it and the memories we have made there
over the past 10 years.
9/26/2020 2:13 PM
It is too small to ever allow dogs oﬀ-lease.
9/26/2020 1:36 PM
When the Cliﬀ House Beach was very crowded, we saw an increase in the number of people who
scrambled over the rocks to the Danforth Cove Beach, so the over-crowding at Cliﬀ House Beach is
aﬀecting not only that neighborhood, but also the Danforth Cove neighborhood.
9/26/2020 1:30 PM
I would like to see permanent signage restricting parking on one side of the street. I feel spaces using
street line paint would be suﬃcient, also guiding cars in allowing for clearance at driveways. Speed and
blind spots along Glen Avenue are concerning given the large amount of pedestrian traﬃc.
9/26/2020 1:00 PM
Thank you for considering options for improving this situation!
9/26/2020 9:58 AM
I am really pleased to hear that you are considering solutions to a growing problem. Thank you!
9/26/2020 9:31 AM
1, Please don't do anything to encourage more visitors or advertise short term beach parking 2. I think
the idea of side streets being for CE stickers only is a good one. 3. I have not seen the increase in
visitors but have not been down there since the COVID pandemic started. 4. Absolutely against adding
"beach" parking on Shore road. 5. Perhaps we should have signage for use by CE residents only? 6.
Had a bad experience once there in which neighbor on the S.Portland side of beach had visitors who
complained that we were on their beach.
9/26/2020 8:39 AM
What has South Portland done with beaches like Danforth Beach at the end of Drew Road? Have they
had similar issues or is it that no one knows about that beach......
9/26/2020 8:07 AM
What is the actual problem we are trying to solve? It isn't clear to me and wasn't relayed in this survey.
The best I can infer, this is a sneeches on the beaches issue, but we don't need stickers...we can share.
It's uncomfortable to share, but that doesn't make it wrong. And the fact that it is more comfortable to
exclude all the "others" certainly doesn't make that right. If this isn't a comfort issue, that wasn't made
clear to me. If there is an actual problem, I would want to know what it is and would want to help come
up with a solution.
9/25/2020 10:31 PM
It is my hope that we strive to be a welcoming town. We have such wonderful places and spaces to
share, Cliﬀ House Beach being one of those. Creating a clear designation of wear to park and where
parking is oﬀ limits is the best option. This should be done is such a way as to maximize the number of
available parking spaces. Cliﬀ House Beach is a gem. Restricting access to it would be a shame.
9/25/2020 9:07 PM

As a local town owned park/beach we should mandate only residents are able to park cars on Sea View
or Glen Ave. People would be welcome to use the beach but they would have to park much further away
so the impact on the near neighbors would be lessened. Perhaps if nonresidents wished to park nearby
they could get a time limited visitor/guest parking pass. Regardless of which method the town chooses
to help this situation we must understand that many people will not be pleased. I realize this is not the
same place it was when I settled here 34 years ago and Maine has become so much more desirable. It
still is and we should be thankful we only have these irritating parking problems.
9/25/2020 8:48 PM
We live in a beautiful place, let people enjoy it. It’s limiting enough in its size...and 9 months out of the
year it’s not a problem. Every beach in the state was closed this summer and there was nothing like this
last year with the exception of a couple days. Let’s the people enjoy Maine’s beauty.
9/25/2020 8:36 PM
Thanks for the survey. Best of luck. It's hard to balance being inclusive while also protecting privacy and
property.
9/25/2020 8:14 PM
We do need to do something to reduce the amount of cars on Sea View and Glen Avenue. It can be a
little scary walking/biking/skateboarding to the beach. Also a bike rack/stroller parking would be nice to
help organize all the various items that get strewn about the sidewalk to the beach.
9/25/2020 6:54 PM
This should be a neighborhood only beach. It is not safe to have that many people in and out of the
neighborhood traﬃc wise and otherwise.
9/25/2020 6:28 PM
I would like to see access to the beach be limited to Cape residents, although I don’t know how that
could be enforced. Certainly parking anywhere near the beach should require a dump sticker with a hefty
fine for non-compliance.
9/25/2020 5:24 PM
Don’t feel the need to make parking accommodations at another location
9/25/2020 4:53 PM
I would like to see hard data on this. How many of the vehicles were related to the construction of the
house on Sea View? How many days/weeks does this occur? Were the "Emergency No Parking" signs
eﬀective? How will any of these solutions be enforced? Although I am unhappy about the high traﬃc this
past summer, when do we cross the line to restricting shoreline access? Is this public property?
9/25/2020 4:51 PM
At this point, due to the increasing popularity of the beach, I think that a hard line should be taken to
discourage people who do not live in Cape Elizabeth, from coming to the beach. There are numerous
other “public beaches” in this area. This beach should be treated as a neighborhood beach for the
benefit of Cape Residents. It is too small and access too tight for it to be anything more.
9/25/2020 3:51 PM
Bike racks bike racks! Thank you for getting community input.
9/25/2020 3:50 PM

I believe this is a neighborhood beach and should be kept that way. Retriciting parking option will
promote this concept and limit the numbers of people using the beach to those that can walk or ride
bikes. I have felt terrible for the people living on Glen and Seaview over the last few years and especially
this summer. While Shore Road is a main thoroughfare, designating parking on Shore for the beach will
just transfer the problem to people who live on Shore Road. In the spring when the Fort was only open
to pedestrians, lots of people were parking all along Shore road and that was less than ideal.
9/25/2020 3:42 PM
Clarification on what neighborhoods have access to beach - limit the number of people on the beachparking should not be designated as a right - if you are a neighborhood resident maybe neighborhood
resident stickers? When my kids were young we walked or biked with our kids from our MTN view park
neighborhood - if we were planning a dinner on a mini type grill - we may drop food and we would park
car at our house and walk back- dogs would jump in the water and swim , after a run on a hot day
maybe you would jump in - never were there too many people on beach because it was a neighborhood
beach the beach should have a cutoﬀ number of people allowed on and residents have first rights - look
at "casino beach association" as a guide - people abuse parking and using that beach as well
9/25/2020 3:37 PM
This is a really tricky problem. I think using the transfer station sticker is a good next step. I am familiar
with these problems in other areas and states and seldom hear of good solutions. I will send an email if I
have further thoughts.
9/25/2020 2:23 PM
The increase in traﬃc MAY have been from out-of-state renters, college students home from college,
and perhaps former neighborhood owners. Without data from previous years it is hard to say if this
summer was worse or if bored young people with fewer options contributed. Permitted parking,
registered kayaks and enforcement would help.
9/25/2020 2:20 PM
My family and I walk to the park every day because it was so peaceful. We started noticing heavy traﬃc
and a lot of people without masks so we would try to go early in morning or not at all.
9/25/2020 2:19 PM
I think adding parking on Shore would be a mistake and draw more attention to the beach. I suspect that
many people already park elsewhere and walk a short distance. We need to discourage the crowds, not
make it easier for them to come. I know it doesn’t sound very democratic and it is a public beach, but I
would love for it to be limited to residents of the surrounding area and/or bikes and walkers only.
9/25/2020 1:52 PM

Comments received via email while the survey was ongoing.
I am so happy to see a beginning process to solve crowds & congestion @ Cliﬀ House Beach. I live on
Stonybrook & have always thought of CHB as my little secret, private spot. For the first time in 20 years,
I didn’t even go there once this summer. The cars were unbelievable: NY, NJ, VA, NH, MA. Sadly, I think
that people who can not walk to beach should not be accommodated: no bike racks, very expensive
parking tickets, no parking signs throughout neighborhoods, aggressively tow cars, resident passes.
I am curious as to why Casino is a private beach? Again, we sadly should CHB go in that direction? I will
assist in any way that I can help. I can not imagine what it was like for people that live close to the beach
this summer...
Thank You
Brenda Daly-Weiss
76 Stonybrook Rd
I live in the Mountain View Park Neighborhood- have been here for almost 30 years. When I moved in- I
recall being granted beach rights with my property and I always assumed that the Cliﬀhouse cove was
only available to the immediate neighbors. For years, I did yoga on the beach in the morning. Even in the
summer, it would be unusual for anyone else to be there on weekdays. All of this changed a few years
ago when the Portland paper published an insert with Cliﬀhouse beach on the cover advertising the best
secret beaches in Maine. I was aghast. Every summer since the beach has become more and more
populated. Obviously, the whole character of the cove has morphed into a public beach for tourists. This
is intrusive in our neighborhood. I am not one for 'private' waterfront access, but in this case the cove is
too small for the number of visitors and I/2 mile down the road is Ft Williams.
Please make the beach a neighborhood cove once again.
Perhaps non-neighborhood visitors can be limited to certain months, days or times?
Thank you,
Jane Glass
True that the beach was overcrowded this year. I live across the road and I could never take advantage
of the privilege of being so close to the Cliﬀhouse beach and being able to relax in the sun . Everytime
i tried to walk there there was no physical space to sit or lay down.
What can be done?
uhm..
No parking in the all surrounding areas for over 15 minutes.
Cliﬀhouse beach should be reached by walking- bicycling .
Sign should say beach reserve to Cape Residents (I feel that maybe this sounds not very inclusive ...I
think sharing this gem with everybody would be the right thing to do maybe 2 days a week access to
anybody from anywhere that can bike and walk ?
😀 rainy days only for non residents ?/ just kidding........... )
Thanks for letting share my input
best regards
carola zimmerman

Thanks so much for working on this issue. My main concern is that saying that dogs can be on a leash
or voice control is not very meaningful. What the owner considers "voice control" is often very ineﬀectual
in actually controlling the dog or reassuring people who aren't dog friendly. I also think it's very hard to
enforce or monitor "voice control." I think saying dogs at the Beach should be on a leash is better for
others and better for the environment.
I really like the stairs -- they're a great improvement.
Yours truly,
Susan Payne
Ultimately I don’t think there is room to accommodate any extraneous parking for Cliﬀ House Beach. The
beach is too small to safely welcome visitors who must drive from a distance. (A bike rack would be a
perfect compromise!)
Thank you for your work and attention on this matter!!
Mountain View neighbor
Thank you for addressing this problem which certainly aﬀected my family this summer. I live on Ocean
View and they are on Forest. Initially we attempted to go to our beach but turned back because of the
number of cars and people. At times I’d bring my grandkids down for us to just have a picnic lunch but
that was impossible.
An obvious solution is some ID to identify those who really live near- a card for dashboards, an ID card
or something that would clip onto ones beach bag. But of course that leads to the issue of compliance.
What are the consequences for non compliance. Fines, parking tickets?- and who enforces thesepolice, we residents or perhaps a new Cape employee. How does Casino Beach do it? We too could
have a residents association.
I love that beach although as a senior citizen I find the 20 ft walk over the stones to be hazardous. I wish
a board walk could be constructed. I have seen young people twist ankles over that obstacle course
also.
Thank you.
Sincerely.
Pauline Dessertine.
17 Ocean View Rd

I live within an easy walking distance of Cliﬀ House Beach so I never drive there. I walk to diﬀerent parts
of the neighborhood within several miles of where I live on Woodland Road several times a week. In the
last 10 years I would walk down to ClWiﬀ House beach about once a month and spend 10 or 15 minutes
at the top of the bank enjoying the view. I have only walked down to the beach level once this year. Until
Covid-19 hit in March 2020 I never saw many cars or people using the park. I noticed a major increase
in foot and car traﬃc shortly after Ft. Williams park was closed in April due to Covid-19. As many other
people who probably often walked to Ft. Williams on a regular basis did, I started walking to Cliﬀ House
Beach more often than I had previously. I only did this several times, however, since it was diﬃcult to
practice social distancing at the cliﬀ top during the shutdown of Ft. Williams. Since Ft. Williams reopened, I have not been back to Cliﬀ House beach so I cannot compare what it was like during the Ft.
Williams shutdown compared with what it is now. I do realize, however, that at least during the Ft.
Williams shutdown, the diversion of interest to Cliﬀ House beach must have been a disturbing imposition
to the immediate neighborhood.
Whether there is still the same amount of foot and car traﬃc to that neighborhood as during the Ft.
Williams shutdown, I do not know. But it should have been recognized by Town oﬃcials that the
shutdown of Ft. Williams would push demand to other nearby areas of public access to the ocean.
When a park that has such high usage as Ft. Williams is suddenly closed oﬀ to the public, some
planning is needed as to how to deal with other similar nearby public open spaces, particularly with
access to the ocean. So these types of shutdowns should be managed more comprehensively,
anticipating and acting to oﬀset expected negative impacts that might occur to other Cape Elizabeth
public open spaces. Preventing parking in the neighborhood, by at least vehicles that don't have the
Recycling Center sticker, is the type of step that should be part of the planning.
Controlling foot access is another matter. I voluntarily left the area this spring when the people density
got too high. You can't stop people from walking down a public street. All you can do is define a
maximum number of people that should be on the site at one time and hope that people voluntarily
abide by that. Having grown up in a coastal part of Freeport that was more rural and low density than
the neighborhoods that border Shore Road, it strikes me that the density of homes is quite high
compared with length of coastal public access. I was amazed to see the number of kayaks and paddle
boards at the foot of the cliﬀ. There is far less space to keep a kayak or paddle board or dinghy on the
shore of Cape Elizabeth than the obvious demand for that. Therefore, I think a primary objective of
finding more public access to the ocean in Cape Elizabeth should be to provide more space for people
to keep things like kayaks on the shore.
Bob Gerber

I live at 10 Glen Avenue and have become increasingly concerned about the overuse of the beach, and
the safety risks posed by the parking near the beach.
It is no longer safe to drive, even at the speed limit, on Sea View or Glen given all of the cars parked on
both sides of the street. It often results in a one-car lane, and those that don't live around here go too
fast from Sea View down to Glen to try to find a parking spot.
More than once, I've witnessed cars - none seemingly from the neighborhood, going at too high speeds
creating a hazard for other drivers and those on foot.
I am concerned about walking my dog on my own street during the peak months of the beach use. I
don't dare drive towards Sea View any more. If there were an emergency call, there are often times when
an emergency would not be able to get through given the overparking.
When the no parking signs were posted on Sea View on the one side, it forced more parking down to
Glen, often on my lawn.
The over use oif the beach also makes social distancing during the pandemic problematic. Not only can I
no longer enjoy the peaceful and safe enjoyment of my domicile, there are unsafe driving conditions on
Glen and Sea View given the parking problem.
I will not present my proposed solutions for this issue since you've asked to hear the issues, and the first
among them for me is the safety hazard in the neighborhood which is now months long.
I hope CE's management will take a hard look at some viable solutions to return this small neighborhood
to its previous safe conditions.
Thank you for what you are doing to bring the issues forward, Beth

I am sorry to be responding after October 2. I have concerns diﬀerent from those of parking problems.
I live on Ottawa Road and worry about the pedestrian, bicycle and scooter traﬃc that comes down the
hill from Preble without any regard to cars and people going in the opposite direction on Crescent to
Preble. Both ways the view is obscured. Most people act without caution. Parents do not seem to be
worried about their children turning the corner either way. Bicycle riders seem to think it is a bike trail
and can travel at high speed. This situation poses a traﬃc hazard.
I also think some people think they can skirt the turn by advancing down Ottawa only to find it is a dead
end and then having to turn around.
Solutions might include a caution sign, arrows on the road at the triangle directing traﬃc around it, and
a dead end sign on the triangle.
Thank you,
Sarah Dowd
8 Ottawa Road

I was lucky enough to grown up within walking distance of Cliﬀ House Beach. We had names for many
of the rocks and jumped oﬀ the “pier” at low tide. At 68, I still live within walking distance of CHB and
often walk down. The most important thing to me, is to remind people that this is a public beach. It may
be in your neighborhood or at the end of your street, but it’s a public beach. No parking signage makes
sense as a way to alleviate traﬃc on Sea View and Glen, even parts of Shore Rd. As far as neighbors
not being able to find space to sit due to the density of visitors, we need to remember CHB is a public
beach, and due to CoVid, Cape residents had limited access to the ocean.
Susan GillIs
2 Elmwood Road

To my beach neighbor:
I am reaching out regarding input on Cliﬀ House Beach. I recognize that email was not the preferred
method of providing input, however I mis-read my letter and mis-took the deadline for later in October.
I am a resident of Cottage Farms Rd, was raised in Mountain View Park, and have gone to Cliﬀ House
Beach for over 50 years. I agree with the situation as represented in the background and the "Why"
sections of the letter. The density of people at the beach, and vehicles in the neighborhood have become
problematic. Numerous times this summer, myself or other members of my family have turned around
and simply gone home after walking or biking to the beach due to the density of people. There was
simply no way to be there while maintaining safe social distance. Even if we weren't in a pandemic
situation, it is a small beach, and in my opinion struggles to support the number of people who were
there this summer. As I do not live on Sea View and Glen Avenues I am less directly impacted by
vehicular traﬃc, but I do believe it presents an emergency vehicle challenge. I have also noted that the
preponderance of vehicles had Cape Elizabeth transfer stickers. I certainly appreciated the "Emergency
No Parking" signs when they were posted.
In terms of solutions, perhaps the easiest one to implement would be resident only signage on Sea View
and Glen Avenues, as well as Mountain View and Island View Roads and portions of Shore Road
(perhaps near crosswalks and road intersections, this could be expanded to other proximal roads as
needed). Resident could be defined by the presence of a Cape Elizabeth Transfer sticker, as has been
done at Ft. Williams, or by proximity to Cliﬀ House beach (1 mile or 2 miles). I would recommend the
former. This wouldn't necessarily solve the density of people problem, especially during the social
distance measures needed during a pandemic, but would potentially relieve traﬃc problems. An
alternate solution would be limited metered parking with no parking signs in other locations. I am not a
transportation engineer, but meters at some density that would support local and emergency vehicle
traﬃc while simultaneously limiting the number of cars could be applied.
On beach density is a more challenging problem. If we are still in a situation of pandemic in the summer
of 2021, following the state guidance around limits of people gathering outdoor could be applied, but
would require enforcement by a police oﬃcer or other. Enforcement could be too resource intensive. If
we are no longe in a pandemic situation that the hope would be that traﬃc and parking limitations would
lead to lower density, but that would remain to be seen.
Thank you for considering my comments and suggestions.
Regards,
Celine Mainville

