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Recycling one ton of plastic saves 
30 cubic yards of landfill space.

Saved emissions equivalent to 
38.8 million cars.

Recycling one ton of paper saves

• 17 trees.

• 380 gallons of oil.

• 4000 kilowatts of energy.

• 7000 gallons of water.

Recycling is the right thing to do: 

Creates 36 times more jobs than disposal

Source: EPA, WM,



If Maine recycled 50% or 

more of its Municipal Solid 

Waste...

It'd be like taking

cars off the road



MAINE RECYCLING 
RATES PEAKED AT 40% 
AND ARE FALLING

2018 2020
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Packaging
40%

Organics
30%

Other
30%

Source: Maine DEP 2019 Product Stewardship Report

MOST OF OUR WASTE IS 
PACKAGING…and most of that 
should go in our recycle bins



Ocean pollution

Taxpayers 100% responsible for a system that their volunteer 

efforts alone, can't fix. 

Underlying Structural Problems

Municipalities overwhelmed

Producers hold no responsibility

Wasteful, unnecessary, evolving packaging

Greenwashing & confusion



Approach to recycling is fundamentally flawed. 

Taxpayers

$

ProcessorsMunicipalities Haulers

$ $

Producers of Packaging

No coordination between producers and municipalities.



...for an outdated, 

ineffective, and 

expensive system, 

that they didn't 

create.

Taxpayers are on 

the hook...

Cutbacks & 

Closures

High

Costs

Confusion & 
Contamination

Varied Access

Between Towns





We need fundamental change.

Taxpayers ProcessorsMunicipalities

Producer 

Responsibility 

Organization
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Manufacturers share in the responsibility.

Manufacturers



Towns get compensated for 
managing  waste created by brands

Brands pay fees based on 
the packaging they use Operations & Infrastructure

Public Education

Increasing Access

Basic EPR Structure



Over 500 
Companies 
Pay for 
Canada’s 
Recycling 
Programs

Source: Canadian Stewardship Services 
Alliance (www.cssalliance.ca/resources-list/)



Saves Taxpayers Money 

• Municipalities get reimbursed for the cost of recycling

• Taxpayers would save $16 to $17.5 million annually



How it Works

• Payments calculated using data that towns submit for their reimbursements. 

• Maine’s municipalities will be grouped into “similar municipalities” 

• Annual recycling payments on a median per ton basis, and non-recyclable packaging is 
on a per capita basis. 

• A town may be reimbursed more than its actual costs if its costs are below the median. 



• Incentivizes packaging made with recyclable materials

• Increased recycling of more material types

• Fosters recycling system and infrastructure improvements

• Increases access and convenience

Increases Recycling Rates 



More Resilient 

• Gives producers a stake in the game.

• Creates stability in recycling programs. Municipalities can weather whims in 
the global market.

• Less consumer confusion, fewer sudden changes (evolving ton). Long term 
solution.
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• Less than $2 Million Total Gross Revenue

• Less than one ton of packaging (Ex: 95,000 8oz paper cups)

• 100 or fewer FT employees

• Franchisee not responsible (parent company is)

Small Business Exemption

The wealthiest 5% of businesses 

fund 80% of the program.

British Columbia



Experts tell NRCM there isn’t evidence costs are passed 

on:

o Price is complex: geography, local economies, 

consumer behavior and price sensitivity (brands 

are married to “$X.99”)

o Meanwhile, cost to producers is very low. Fractions 

of a penny.

o In cases that they do, they pass on to luxury items

We have our own examples: the bottle bill

EPR has been shown to save producers money

What about consumer prices?



Maine’s Law: 3 Steps

1. Resolve LD 1431: Broad support. Signed by Governor in 2019.

2. LD 2104: Broad support (73% testimony). Approved by ENR 

Committee… Then COVID.

3. 2021 (130th ) Legislature: Mobilizing support to bring back.



• Shows legislature your 
community’s support

• Shows community you are 
securing the future of recycling



Sign the petition!

www.recyclingreform.org

Follow Mascot Boxy 

on Facebook & 

Twitter



Thank you!

www.recyclingreform.org




