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MEMORANDUM 

 
 TO: Cape Elizabeth Town Council 
 FROM: Planning Board 
 DATE: September 22,2021 
 SUBJECT: 2021 Technical Amendments 
 
Introduction 
 
The Town periodically processes a package of “technical” amendments to the Zoning and 
Subdivision Ordinances. The last package was in 2015 and the Planning Board requests that the 
Town Council authorize the Planning Board to assemble a Technical Amendments package for 
Town Council review. 
 
Summary of request 
 
 A technical amendments package is usually a miscellaneous collection of amendments that are 
not major policy changes, although the Town Council can direct that more substantial changes 
be included in the amendment package. The need for a technical amendment is often identified 
when ordinance provisions are applied to real world situations. Imprecise language, unusual 
circumstances, and emerging chronic problems are common catalysts of technical 
amendments. 
 
The Planning Board is requesting authorization from the Town Council to prepare a package of 
Technical Amendments for future Town Council consideration. Town departments have been 
encouraged to suggest potential amendments. Suggestions from the public may also be 
received, although the Planning Board may not include amendments that are substantive in this 
package. At this time, the following amendments have been identified, however, it is likely that 
additional amendments will be added during the drafting process. 
 
1. Site Plan and Subdivision parking lot paving standards (Sec. 16-3-2. B.4, Sec. 19-9-5. 2) 
 
2. Gravel depth and pavement thickness clarification (Sec. 16-3-2. B. 3 and 4) 
 
3. Escrow account payments not in arrears. (Sec. 16-2-1.c) 
 
4. Nonconforming provisions applicability (Sec. 19-4-3) 
 
5. CAD control requirements prior to construction/disturbance of approved projects. (Sec.  

16-2-7) 
 
6. RP Permit boardwalk permitting 
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7. Shoreland Zoning Height definition 
 
8. Low and Moderate income definition updated reference to MSHA 
 
9. Tree planting list (Subdivision Ordinance, Appendix C) 
 
10. Other 
 
Recommendation 
 
At the September 21, 2021 meeting, the Cape Elizabeth Planning Board voted 7-0 to approve 
the following motion: 
 
BE IT ORDERED that, based on the draft list of technical amendments and the facts presented, 

the Planning Board recommends to the Town Council that the Planning Board be 
directed to prepare a package of technical amendments for future Town Council 
consideration. 

 


