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November 10, 2021 
BCE File: 21140 
 
 
Maureen O’Meara, Town Planner 
Town of Cape Elizabeth 
320 Ocean House Road 
P.O. Box 6260 
Cape Elizabeth, Maine 04107 
 
RE: Willow Brook Culvert Replacement – Resource Protection Permit Application Review 
 
Dear Maureen: 
 
We have received and reviewed a submission package for the subject project.  The package 
included a six (6) drawing set of plans and a 56-page resource protection permit application, both 
dated October 28, 2021.  The application included an ecological assessment, a geotechnical 
report, and a tidal hydraulic assessment.  These documents were all submitted by Sebago Technics, 
Inc.  Based on our review of the submitted material and the project’s conformance with the 
technical requirements of Section 19-8-3, Resource Protection Performance Standards, we offer 
the following comments:   
 

1. The Town of Cape Elizabeth is requesting a Resource Protection Permit to replace two 
existing culverts within Willow Brook.  The project will consist of the installation of a 50 
foot long, precast, 3-sided open bottom concrete culvert (12’ span by 4’ rise with cast-in- 
place footings).  Ten foot long riprap aprons will also be installed on each end of the 
culvert.  The project will create a total of 940 square feet of wetlands disturbance due to 
the proposed grading activities.   

 
2. We understand that the Board will be conducting a completeness review for this project 

at their upcoming meeting.  In our opinion, the submitted materials represent a 
completed package and the remainder of our comments are provided to facilitate the 
review process.   

 
3. The designer is proposing a 12’ span x 4’ rise precast culvert, with the installation of 

stream substrate material along the open bottom culvert that will result in an effective 
open height of 3 feet for water flow.  The tidal hydraulic assessment calculations, provided 
by Acadia Civil Works, were based on a culvert with an 11 foot span and 3 feet of effective 
open height for water flow.  It appears that the proposed design will exceed the sizing 
assumed within the report and will be adequately sized.    
 

4. The designer should note the diameter of the riprap to be installed on sheet 3 of 6 in the 
plan set. 
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5. The culvert shown in the cross section on sheet 5 of 6 in the drawing set should be revised 
to reflect the four foot total height, which includes the one foot of stream substrate 
material.   

  
6. The designer should add erosion control barrier symbols to the plan view on sheet 4 of 6 

in the drawing set.    
 

7. No waivers from the resource protection permit standards are being requested for this 
project.      
 

8. Permitting through the Maine Department of Environmental Protection NRPA program 
and a Town Floodplain permit will be required for this project.  The applicant should  
ensure that all necessary permits have been obtained prior to construction.   

 
 
We trust that the above comments will assist the Board during their review of the project.  Please 
do not hesitate to contact us should there be any questions or comments regarding our review. 
 
Sincerely,  
BLAIS CIVIL ENGINEERS   

  
Todd J. Gammon, P.E. 
 
 
cc: Matthew Sturgis, CE Town Manager 
  Steve Harding, Sebago Technics, Inc 
 


