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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 TO: Cape Elizabeth Conservation Committee 
 FROM: Maureen O’Meara, Town Planner 
 DATE: December 8, 2021 
 SUBJECT: Oakhurst access to Loveitt Woods trails 
 
Introduction 
 
Following the closure of the Glenden Rd trail access to the greenbelt trails in October, 2021, the 
Conservation Committee is restarting a search for alternative access points. The memo is a 
summary of prior efforts and potential considerations going forward. 
 
Summary 
 
Below is a chronological summary of Conservation Committee and Town Council efforts to 
secure a greenbelt trail connection in the northeast part of town.  
 
The Greenbelt plan goal is to provide a greenbelt trail connection within ¼ mile of all 
neighborhoods. The greenbelt should provide both long distance walking opportunities, and 
neighborhood connections. The plan also talks about providing public open space access 
opportunities town wide. The northeast part of town is well served for open space with Fort 
Williams Park, but less well served with actual greenbelt trail connections to neighborhoods. It 
should be noted that all greenbelt and open space references are to places where the public 
has a legal access right, and not to casual trails. 
 
Date Actions 
 
2012 Before and more formally beginning in 2012, the Conservation Committee and 

town staff contact property owners adjacent to the Glenden Road access to 
obtain public trail access rights. 

 
1/16/2014 Current Greenbelt Plan is adopted by Town Council. Glenden access is identified 

as a high priority, Potential Trail Link #1. 
 
11/20/2014 Town Planner and CC member Planinsek meet with Kent Gordon (property now 

owned by Van Dessels), abutter to trail, onsite. He offers pedestrian easement 
and suggests it be obtained soon as he will be moving.  

 
2014-2016 Conservation Committee periodically inquires about obtaining trail rights, 

emphasize the importance of trail connection for this neighborhood to access 
rest of town greenbelt trail system. Contact with Willens periodically made with 
no forward movement for next 2 years. 
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6-2015 Gordon lot purchased by Van Dessels. 
 
10-8-2015 Letter to Van Dessel to inquire about pedestrian easement, followed with cordial 

phone conversation. Van Dessels ok with status quo, do not want to pursue 
formal easement/license/etc. 

 
1-2016 Karen Willens contacts town staff, inquires about selling lot. Extensive 

conversations follow to negotiate purchase of vacant lot only, sale price, trail 
location, etc. 

 
2-8-2016 With owner permission, field visit by town planner and CC member. 
 
4-6-2016 Special Conservation Committee meeting with consensus to purchase Willens 

lot. The Conservation Committee has looked at alternatives, all of which will 
require cooperation of willing landowners and a significant stretch of boardwalk, 
which has both purchase and installation costs, and maintenance costs. The 
committee is confident the purchase will not change the current use of the trail 
as a neighborhood connector to 250 acres of open space, which currently has 6 
connections, including in adjacent neighborhoods. The committee is comfortable 
with incremental assembly of other missing links. 

 
4-11-2016 Town Council executive session to discuss land acquisition/disposition. 
 
4-16-2016 Conservation Committee formally recommends to Town Council that the Willens 

lot be purchased as open space. 
 
Spring/ At direction of Town Council, town staff contacts several abutters to pursue 
Summer alternative trail link to Loveitt Woods. Property owners do not respond or 
2016 decline to pursue discussions. One exception is the Bryants, who are willing to 

provide an easement across their lot to connect Loveitt Woods to the Willens lot, 
but not an easement next to their home. 

 
9-29-2016 Town purchases Willens lot for $75,000 with conservation restrictions added to 

the deed so that the lot no longer has development potential. 
 
12-19-2016 Town accepts pedestrian easement donated by Bryants to connect Willens lot to 

Loveitt Woods. 
 
12-16-2019 Letter to the Blakes requesting an opportunity to talk about an easement. 
 (There have been communications with the Town Manager Matt Sturgis) 
 
11-9-2021 Blake statement on trail access closure. 
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Alternative access points 
 
1. The town does not own any potential public access points. Creation of a new access 

point will require the cooperation of 1 or more willing land owners to sell or donate land 
or easement rights. Most of these landowners have already been approached, so there 
should not be an assumption that landowners are eager to step forward. 

 
2. The vacant lots owned by the Melansons and the Austins are often suggested as 

potential access locations. If either property owner is willing, it should be noted that 
both properties are significantly encumbered by wetlands. An estimated 200’ of 
boardwalk would be needed on the Melanson lot and an estimated 375’ of boardwalk 
on the Austin lot. In both cases, additional willingness from the Bryants would be 
needed to connect to Loveitt Woods. Finally, these lots connect to Oakhurst Rd, which 
does not have a sidewalk along the frontage of these lots. 

 
 The Conservation Committee has a large amount of boardwalk work in the pipeline as a 

result of the 2020 FB assessment and the 2021 permitting. It is difficult to contract out 
boardwalk construction or attract a sufficient amount of volunteer labor to perform the 
work already identified. If the town obtains public access rights, it should consider 
installing higher quality/lower maintenance boardwalk similar to the Great Pond 
boardwalk. Great Northern Docks provided an estimate for boardwalk installation in 
December, 2020 for $220 per linear foot. Boardwalk installation costs would be a 
minimum of $45,000 - $82,500. 

 
3. There is an existing stormwater line that extends from High Bluff Rd to the Willens lot 

and beyond. The Town Attorney is researching what maintenance access rights the 
town may have. 

 
Next steps 
 
How does the Conservation Committee want to proceed?  
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TOWN OF CAPE ELIZABETH 
 

Assessing/ Codes/Planning 
P.O. Box 6260 

320 Ocean House Road 
Cape Elizabeth, Maine 04107-0060 

 Phone:  207-799-1619 
Email:  
maureen.omeara@capeelizabeth.org 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 TO: Cape Elizabeth Town Council 
 FROM: Conservation Commission 
 DATE: May 6, 2016 
 SUBJECT: Loveitt Woods Access purchase 
 
Introduction 
 
Since prior to 2012, the Conservation Commission has identified a north access to 
Loveitt Woods as a priority. We have worked with the Cape Elizabeth Land Trust, 
and have evaluated the desirability and cost of other alternatives. The existing 
access off Glenden Road has remained a desirable location both because of its 
history of access for the neighborhood and its physical characteristics as a dry, 
wooded trail connector. 
 
Recommendation 
 
At the May 4, 2016 meeting, the Conservation Commission discussed the proposal 
to purchase the back lot located at 8 Rock Wall Lane owned by Karen Willens for 
$75,000. The commission opened the meeting to public comment and neighbors 
spoke in favor of the purchase. At the close of discussion, the Conservation 
Commission unanimously approved the following motion: 
 
The Conservation Commission strongly recommends purchase of the Willens lot for 
the asking price of $75,000 and notes its correlation with goals stated in the 2013 
Greenbelt Plan. 
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December 16, 2019 
 
Peter Blake 
3 Glenden Rd 
Cape Elizabeth, Maine 04107 
 
Re:  Greenbelt Trail Access 
 
Dear Mr. Blake: 
 
It's been a few years since we last talked about potential trail access across a corner of 
your property, so I hope you don't mind me touching base. 
 
As I'm sure you noticed, a large tree came down across the greenbelt trail during the 
October storm. There was some delay in clearing the tree because staff needed to check 
its location on town land rather than on private property. To our best estimate, the tree 
was on town property and we subsequently cleared the tree to restore trail access. 
 
The Conservation Committee remains interested in formalizing public access from 
Glenden Rd. Since our last discussion, the town has begun using a license agreement to 
establish public access and town responsibility for trail maintenance. The license is 
customizable and can be terminated by either the property owner (you) or the town 
with a 30-day notice. Using the license approach, we have had significant success in 
managing public access to the satisfaction of private property owners.  
 
Enclosed is a map showing the approximate location of the access desired, measured at 
less than 40' of length. Also enclosed is a model license agreement. I hope you will 
consider this request and feel free to contact me if you have questions or would like to 
discuss this option.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Maureen O'Meara 
Town Planner  
 
cc: Conservation Committee 
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Maureen O'Meara <maureen.omeara@capeelizabeth.org>

Blake statement on access 
2 messages

Mitch Wacksman <mitch_wacksman@hotmail.com> Tue, Nov 9, 2021 at 6:58 PM
To: Maureen O'Meara <maureen.omeara@capeelizabeth.org>

Feel free to share this as my statement…. “Since the use of our access to the woods has increased significantly in the last couple of years we have encountered
more and more uncomfortable situations.  
When we moved here in 2009 there was, as many will recall, no permitted trail access from our corner. Instead there was a chain in the woods across the path with
“No Trespassing” posted and we respected their wishes, as did everyone else. It wasn’t until 2016, when the town purchased a small parcel of land behind us for
$75,000, notably without public connectivity, that the traffic increased exponentially, directions to this access are widely available in the public domain for anyone,
from anywhere who wants to enter the woods. You may not have been aware that, until recently, the Stonegate Trail description on the town Greenbelt map
advertised, “ the north end of trail network has access from Glenden Road” assuming our permission was granted. Last year we, and other abutting neighbors met
with the town manager, Matt Sturgis, in response to increased traffic and the pressure on us to grant easements across our land. We were united in the decision not
to do so and Matt was understanding of everyone’s position. With municipal funds probably tight, for the benefit of our neighbors, we even offered to purchase the
parcel of land back from the town hopefully enabling funds to be shunted toward an alternate neighborhood route. Offering a solution that would be less intrusive for
neighbors and possibly with some parking. To date there has been no movement in that direction.  
We have had some scary encounters with individuals lost and wandering in our yard, trying to figure out where they were, one man high on drugs or otherwise
altered. High school kids have stashed bags of drugs and alcohol near our the kids play area. The new signage on the Greenbelt side is an attempt to regain some
control of who ends up in our yard after they have entered from the Fort Williams/Shore Road and Stonegate access. We are not alone, another abutter has put up
a sign on their property as well to deter wanderers spilling into their yard lost and looking for an outlet. 
Last year as organized activity became limited during the height of the pandemic, it is no surprise people were inspired to research safe areas of open space in
which to recreate. Understandably trail walking became a nice outlet and our access reached new, high levels of use. Though it was intrusive in our lives we
understood and did nothing. Now that access has been discovered and even with lifted restrictions we, unfortunately, are not experiencing a let up in the flow of
activity we had hoped for. It continues to be a thruway for strangers, parked cars, joggers and biking groups well beyond the neighborhood. The proposal of the
Deep Brook Condo project between Rocky Hill and Sherwood Forest can potentially contribute to additional use. The intent of our sign is to regain some control of
the flow of traffic across our land. Now we feel like we have been put in a lose-lose position by making people unhappy for the inconvenience of seeking alternate
access while expecting us to grin and bear the inconvenience and concerns we have been coping with for the last few of years. From Rocky Hill to Rock Wall we
are not the only abutters to the trail system. We wonder who else would like to offer the access.  
Hopefully you can understand our position and the reluctance we have had to take this step. This has been a deliberation that has occurred over several years as
we have struggled to reach a comfortable resolution to the situation in which we find ourselves. In conclusion, the reality is, this can no longer be considered strictly
a neighborhood path and circumstances have arisen that have us concerned for security and liability reasons that we are no longer comfortable with. 
Sincerely,Kate & Peter Blake” 

Thanks 
-Mitch

Maureen O'Meara <maureen.omeara@capeelizabeth.org> Wed, Nov 10, 2021 at 1:17 PM
To: Bruce V Moore <brucevmoore@gmail.com>, Christophe-Heijn de Vries <chrisheijn@gmail.com>, Corinne Ketcham <corinneketcham@gmail.com>, Emily Helliesen
Day <emilyhelliesen@gmail.com>, Jim Tasse <jamestasse@mac.com>, Matt Craig <m_g_craig@yahoo.com>, Mitch Wacksman <mitch_wacksman@hotmail.com>
Cc: Matt Sturgis <matthew.sturgis@capeelizabeth.org>

[Quoted text hidden]
--  
Maureen O'Meara, AICP
Cape Elizabeth Town Planner
P.O. Box 6260
320 Ocean House Rd
Cape Elizabeth, Maine 04107
(207) 799-0115
maureen.omeara@capeelizabeth.org


