
April 1, 2022 
 
 
Town Council 
Town of Cape Elizabeth, Maine 
320 Ocean House Road 
Cape Elizabeth, ME 04107 
 
 
Re: Request to Accept Donation / Upper Lions Lighting 
 
Dear Councilors: 
 
Cape Elizabeth Little League (CELL) was incorporated in 1967 and has continuously served the 
children of this town for the past 55 years. This year we have over 400 registered participants, 
an increase over last years’ record registrations. These participants range from 4 to 14 years 
old, and are supported by approximately 100 volunteer coaches, umpires, and field crews, and 
we utilize eight different fields around town.  
 
As our registration has continued to grow, CELL has been considering long term capital plans to 
maximize our use of town assets, not just for our benefit but for the town as well. With the 
current record number of children participating – the strongest growth is occurring at the 
younger age groups – CELL is seeking to accelerate some of those plans. To that end, CELL is in 
the financial position to acquire lighting and pay for its installation at Upper Lions Field, the 
most heavily used baseball facility. 
 
The reasons for lighting Upper Lions as a first major improvement are straightforward: 
 
1. Upper Lions is physically isolated from any neighborhood concerns, as the lights would be at 
a lower level than surrounding homes (see attached topographical map), 
2. Lighting Upper Lions would allow all 9 AAA and Majors teams (approximately 100 kids 
annually) to use this facility, which in turn allows Lower Lions to have expanded use for younger 
age groups 
3. As CELL has extended its season to include fall baseball, the need to extend the playable time 
has increased 
4. Upper Lions is also now used by more than just CELL, with occasional use by the growing flag 
football program as well as for general recreation 
 
CELL, through the record registration fees generated, as well as the generous support of the 
local business community and strong support from parents, possesses the financial capacity to 
fund the installation and operations with no town assistance. However, because the fields are 
town assets, CELL seeks the town’s support and acceptance of this donation. CELL is also asking 
the town to proceed with seeking approval of this request under Section 19-9-6.A of the Zoning 
Ordinance as a de minimus change to the existing plan and use. The depiction below shows the 



proposed location of the four, 35-foot poles. Also attached is a plot plan from the town’s GIS 
system showing the site boundaries, which clearly indicate that the setback is more than 
adequately met.  
 
CELL also wants to acknowledge that our programs include both baseball and softball, with the 
growth in our softball program happening as quickly as baseball. We want to also pursue 
options for our softball program to have lighting available, however that conversation involves 
the town and schools because (i) lighting at Plaisted Park is likely to be problematic given its 
location, and (ii) because Plaisted is currently a shared resource with the schools, we may 
consider it preferable to have lighting at a school specific field. We think it’s important to 
acknowledge that CELL is committed to equity within our programs, and the acceleration of the 
timeline for Upper Lions is not coming at the expense of thoughtful consideration of all of CELL 
and the town’s recreational assets involving baseball and softball. 
 
With the above, we respectfully request that the Town of Cape Elizabeth accept the donation of 
lights at Upper Lions field, with the understanding that the town will endeavor seek the 
necessary approval under the applicable ordinances for the installation. CELL will work with 
town staff on the specifics of installation once fully approved. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Austin Barrett 
President, Cape Elizabeth Little League 
 
 
 
  



Upper Lions Lighting Plan 

 
  
 
Topographic and Site Plan   

 


