
Application to host event on 
Town Open Space

When making a request to host an event on town open space, please submit a 
written request that provides the information specified in the Conservation 
Ordinance, Article V Open Space Management.

Name Maine Pops Band submitted by Jeff Shedd                     Date June 8, 2022

Email jshedd78@gmail.com            Phone (207) 415-2333
president@mainepops.org (Bob Swerdlow)

Address 6 Linwood Street, Cape Elizabeth (Jeff’s address)

Town Open space requested: Village Green

Description of Event (date, number of attendees, etc) This application is for a 
public concert of the Maine Pops Band, a 50-member community, non-profit 
band. This would be a free concert, though donations could be accepted 
depending on town conditions. The concert would be approximately 60-75 
minutes beginning at 7:00 pm on Wednesday July 6 or 27. Other Wednesdays in 
July may be possible instead. Best guess about audience is 75-125. Resident Jeff 
Shedd is submitting this application as a member of the band. There are other 
Cape residents as well who are members. Bob Swerdlow is the president. The 
purpose of the event would be to share our music and to use the village green for 
its intended purpose as a public gathering space.

Please add information to address the following:

Sec. 18-5-4. Open Space Management Regulations 

Events. Group events on open space must obtain permission from the Town prior to the 
event. For an event that is not publicly advertised and involving the assembly of less than 
50 persons, an application will be reviewed by the Town Manager or Town Manager’s 
designee. For an event that is publicly advertised and/or will include 50 or more 
attendees, an application will be reviewed by the Conservation Committee. For an event 
with 150 or more attendees, an application will be reviewed by the Conservation 
Committee, which shall then make a recommendation to the Town Council. The Town 
Council may make independent findings in approving or denying any request.  
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An application shall be made in writing and provide information for each of the following 
items:  

1. The name of the applicant, a contact person, contact information and person 
supervising the event on-site;  

See above for contact information. Bob is the president of the band and would be in 
charge of overall band setup and the conduct of the band itself. We would hope for 
assistance from the Cape Police department for any necessary supervision of 
audience members. We have also reached out to the Middle and High School music 
departments to see if they are interested in sponsoring and publicizing the event, but 
we would not look to them for supervisory responsibilities. We would work happily 
with town or police officials on any details needed to keep things orderly. 

2. A description of the event including the date and time of the activity, a description of 
the group’s mission or purpose and experience in holding events, purpose of the event 
and the anticipated number of attendees;  

The Maine Pops band puts on concerts throughout the year, including outdoor 
concerts at various venues such as Deering Oaks park and other locations during 
the summer. The group’s mission is to spread the joy of music. Because Wednesdays 
are our rehearsal days, we would like the concert to be on a Wednesday evening in 
July. We have indicated July 6 or 27 at 7:00 pm as preferred dates. The band brings 
its own chairs, stands, and lights for the musicians.  

A link to our most recent concert at St. Luke’s Cathedral in Portland can be found 
at   youtube.com/watch?v=ZEd905XVXbc. If this link does not work, you can find 
the video by searching “Maine Pops Concert Band” in Youtube and selecting the 
Coast to Coast concert of May 22, 2022. The band would anticipate playing from a 
variety of selections in its current repertoire, which include marches (e.g. Semper 
Fidelis, Americans We), medleys from shows and musicals (e.g. Hamilton, Chicago), 
medleys of pop musicians (e.g. Bruno Mars), jazz classics (a medley of Benny 
Goodman, Caravan by Duke Ellington), classic band literature (e.g. English Folk 
Song Suite), and the like.  

3. Event parking, event tent or other on-site set-up, and need for utilities such as sanitary 
waste disposal, electricity, amplified sound, power generator, trash removal, etc; 

There is ample parking around the village green and adjacent town hall. We would 
need trash receptacles installed, perhaps by Public Works plus portable toilets if the 
town thinks that is important, although the concert will be no more than 75 minutes. 
We bring all our own equipment. There will be no tent and no need for utilities. 
There is no amplified sound. We do not have the ability to supervise  a crowd during 
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a concert and are hopeful that the Cape police will assist as a presence given the 
nature of this use and  its consistency with the purpose of the village green. Concerts 
by the group do not typically cause disruptive behavior. 

4. Insurance or other liability arrangements.  

We will provide the town with an insurance certificate. We are hoping for school 
music department sponsorship, though that is not essential. 

The reviewing authority will consider the following in reviewing an event application:  

1. If an event has already been approved for the same open space on the same day 
(Priority shall be given to Town of Cape Elizabeth, Cape Elizabeth School Department, 
and Cape Elizabeth based organizations events when applications are submitted at the 
same time for the same open space);  

2. If the event is in keeping with the desired recreational and cultural uses of the open 
space;  

3. If the event is compatible with the enjoyment of the open space by non-event users;  

4. If the event may expose the town to unreasonable safety related liabilities;  

5. Experience of the applicant in handling large crowds;  

6. The number of vehicles anticipated, parking available and traffic impacts;  

7. The insurance coverage or liability arrangements of the applicant;  

8. The need and availability of public safety personnel for event security;  

9. Expected need and use of sanitary facilities, electrical service, refuse disposal and 
recycling;  

10. Use of outside vendors;  

11. Advertising for the event;  

12. Extent of wear to the open space;  

13. Potential noise or other impacts on abutters; and  

14. Other impacts unique to the open space or the event. 




