
Pesticides Discussion



Background
• Comprehensive Plan referrals from the Town Council: Pesticides (#51): “Consider town actions 

to require residents to minimize pesticide use and take advantage of programs such as the 

Cumberland County Soil and Water Conservation District (CCSWCD) Healthy Yardscaping 

initiative.”

• At the October 16, 2019 meeting, the Town Council referred to the Ordinance Committee the 

Comprehensive Plan recommendation regarding pesticides.  The Ordinance Committee engaged 

in an information gathering program over three meetings, as follows:  

• May 13, 2020: The committee discussed the purpose of a local ordinance, existing state 

regulation, what other towns are doing and agreed to pursue a series of speakers to learn about 

options. 

• September 2, 2020: The Ordinance Committee heard a presentation from the Falmouth 

Conservation Commission Chair about adoption and ongoing implementation of Falmouth's 

Pesticide Ordinance (adopted in March of 2020).

• September 28, 2020: The Ordinance Committee referred the topic back to the Town Council with 

the following recommendation: “to send pesticide regulation back to the Town Council for 

discussion of adopting the Town of Falmouth's approach of tracking community application of 

pesticides and logging volume before adopting restrictions, and then consider additional steps”.

• May 4, 2022: Town Council Meeting: Brief discussion and Request for additional information 

with regards to other municipalities and their work to date.



What We are Currently Doing/

What We Have Done

Research

Municipal Ordinances Review (by Ordinance Committee)

Allagash Portland

Arrowsic Rockland

Brunswick South Portland

Falmouth Standish

Harpswell Wells



What We are Currently Doing/

What We Have Done

Education and Outreach
• Promoting programs such as the Cumberland County Soil and Water 

Conservation District (CCSWCD) Healthy Yardscaping initiative.

• TML Events

• Web and Social Media Posts

• Noticing

• “Yardscaping 2.0” program development with CCSWCD



What We are Currently Doing/

What We Have Done

Regulatory

• Town’s Stormwater Permit regulates illegal disposal of pesticides into 

municipal storm drain systems, ditches and waterways.

• Reliance on State of Maine (DACF) pesticide applicators regulations.



What We are Currently Doing/

What We Have Done

Removal of Products From Circulation/Use/the Environment

Promoting proper disposal techniques through:

• Town HHW day collection, and 

• State of Maine pesticide collection events.



Relevant Documents

Included in Agenda Packet

• Ordinance Committee Meeting Minutes

• May 2020

• August 2020

• September 2020

• Pesticide Ordinance Survey Results

• Land Care Management Ordinance (South Portland)

• Fact Sheets

• Ordinance

• Pesticide Ordinance (Falmouth)

• 2020 Report

• 2021 Report

• Ordinance



Options for Consideration/Next Steps

• Continue to take advantage of, and/or strengthen, 

Current/Future Education and Outreach Efforts

• Continue Yardscaping Program Support

• Continue Yardscaping 2.0 Program Development and 

Rollout.

• Educate landowners on 

• Risks of synthetic pesticides

• Organic alternatives. 

• Establish a new ordinance.



End Presentation/

Council Discussion


