
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
My name is Stefan Rurak, I am a father of two girls Wanda, 3.5 and Roxana 7 months. My wife 
and I moved our family to Cape Elizabeth 2 years ago. We were drawn by the access to nature 
and sense of community the town has to offer. I am a working artist and currently have a studio 
in Biddeford. When we purchased our home at 11 Spruce Lane, amongst many things we were 
drawn to the double lot, as it allows ample space to create another structure. My hope is to 
construct a studio on my property to be closer to my growing family and more present in the 
Cape community. In the time I have lived here I have seen several workshops in garages in the 
community so I was disappointed to learn upon consulting the zoning ordinances that because I 
derive an income from my art work I am not allowed to work out of a studio on my property. It 
seems like this is a limitation that prevents a community from thriving. I know several artists 
and craftspeople in the community who currently “work in the dark” from their properties as a 
result of this ordinance. My understanding is that I could do everything I propose, build a 
studio, create art on my property but because I derive revenue from it, it is forbidden. It seems 
what I am seeking to do was not contemplated under the current ordinances. While it is a 
business, it is not retail, it sees no foot traffic, indeed a daycare (a permitted use) creates more 
traffic than I would. I believe this a use worth considering as it would strengthen the Cape 
community and add economic revenue by retaining talent and contributing tax dollars.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Stefan Rurak 


