CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY
NEW JERSEY

REGULAR MEETING - JULY 23,2024 - 10:00 AM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 3RP FLOOR - CITY HALL - 233 JFK BOULEVARD

AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND PRAYER
ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT ANNOUNCEMENT
REPORTS-MAYOR & ADMINISTRATION — JIF Renewal Presentation
REPORTS - COUNCIL MEMBERS

CITIZEN COMMENT ~ Resolution on Consent Agenda
RESOLUTION - Consent Agenda:

133 Approval of Vouchers

134 Authorizing the Execution of a Contract Renewing Membership in the Atlantic County JIF

135  Extending Grace Period for Tax Payments

136  Authorizing Change Order No. 2 for Project SIC0232 Asbestos Cement Sanitary Sewer
Replacement & Central Avenue Water Main Replacement (Perna Finnigan, Inc. Decrease
$3,956.00)

137  Resolution Urging The State Of New Jersey To Take An Incremental And Targeted
Approach To Adopting The Proposed “Protecting Against Climate Threat (Pact)/Resilient
Environments And Landscape (Real)” Rules

138  Authorizing Refund of Various Recreation Registration Fees

139  Authorizing a Refund of Overpayment for Construction Permit
(Wild Colonial Boys, LLC $939.00)

PENDING BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
CITIZEN COMMENT
ADJOURNMENT



CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY
NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION NO. 133 2024

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-17 provides for the

approval of claims in manner provides by ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Sea Isle
City duly enacted Ordinances which provide a method
for approval of claims, recordation thereof, and the
payment of such claims by the City of Sea Isle City;
and:

WHEREAS, The City Council have reviewed
and considered invoices as follows:

PREVIOUS PAID BILLS:

SEA ISLE CITY PAYROLL
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

VENDOR

AT&T

AIR & GAS TECHNOLOGIES
ATLANTIC CITY ELECTRIC
AUTOZONE

ADVANTAGE RENTAL & SALES
ALLEGRA

AED BRANDS

AMAZON

PAUL BALDINI PA

BILLOWS

BOUND TREE MEDICAL
BARKLOW, JAMES

ERNST BOCK & SONS

COYNE CHEMICAL

COMCAST

C.M.C MUA

COMPUTER ACCESS
TREASURER STATE OF NJ DEPT COMM AFFAIRS
COPIERS PLUS

CONTINENTAL FIRE & SAFETY INC
CALVI ELECTRIC

CENTRAL JERSEY EQUIPMENT
CASA REPORTING

COLLIERS

CLEAN AIR COMPANY

DEHART HA & SONS

DRAEGER INC

DASH MEDICAL GLOVES

713,356.88
686.50

AMOUNT

79.06
23,047.80
54,080.12

1,044.14
285.45
2,940.00
282.00
160.38
21,844.00
612.77
286.45
200.00
400,250.42
4,439.52
2,348.79
44,819.49
700.40
6,212.00
169.00
7,704.00
1,999.00
1,176.43
385.90
44,475.76
625.10
367.81
78.00
224.49



DEBLASIO & ASSOCIATED
EASTERN EQUIPMENT SERVICES
FASTENAL

FERNSLER, JOHN

FOLEY INCORPORATED
GARDNER TRUE VALUE
GARREFFI, ANTHONY

GREAT OPENINGS

GROFF TRACTOR MID ATLANTIC
GOLDING, GEORGE

HOME RUN DERBY

HEGH, GARY

HOPPING, SKIP

HOME DEPOT

HENRY HENGCHUA ARCHITECT
JOHNSON & TOWERE

KANE, CHRIS

KYOCERA

KLENSWITE POOLS & SPAS
KONYAK, BRUCE

LANDSMAN UNIFORM
MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY SERV
MCMANIMON & SCOTLAND LLC
METUCHEN CENTER INC
MONOPRICE INC
MCMASTER-CARR SUPPLY CO
MARSH & MCLENNAN

NAPA AUTO PARTS

NICOLETTI, THOMAS

OCEAN CITY SENTINAL
PEDRONI FEUL

PUBLIC RETIREMENT SYSTEM
POSTNET

PYROTECNICO

PERNA FINNIGAN INC

PLANT SERVICE

PRECISION ANALYTICAL SERV
PERFETTI, ANTHONY

PROPET DISTRIBUTORS

R.A. WALTERS & SONS
RIGGINS

SOUTH JERSEY GAS

SANDS DEPARTMENT STORE
SWANK MOTION PICTURES
SEASHORE ASPHALT
SMELTZER & SONS

SERVICE TIRE TRUCK CENTERS
SURF BUGGY

SACCOCCIA, RICH

SITEONE LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
TREASURE STATE OF NJ

TEC ELEVATOR

CARROLL, NIKOS

CIMABUE, ANTHONY

9,210.00
1,083.22
1,013.52
900.00
995.00
374.66
196.12
4,323.33
928.80
450.00
575.00
1,330.00
800.00
1,263.23
18,397.50
420.00
800.00
176.00
2,222 .98
200.00
1,465.85
4,904.00
600.00
6,300.00
14.11
476.74
337.81
587.75
360.00
95.00
4,548.00
14,101.90
34.12
68,310.00
57,097.156
410.00
850.00
100.00
400.00
171,511.76
4,663.34
763.24
79.91
960.00
737.14
404.00
104.00
460.03
500.00
940.32
720.00
591.00
25.00
150.00



CRISAFULLI, ANTHONY 25.00

GALAZIN, STEPHEN 150.00
MCCORMICK, PATRICK 75.00
TRACEY, AIDEN 150.00
WILD COLONIAL BOYS 939.00
VAL U AUTOPARTS 2,480.65
VERIZON 6.55
VAN DUYNE SURF BOATS 8,055.00
W.B.MASON 586.72

1,736,611.11



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Sea Isle
City, NJ as follows:

1. All of those invoices as set forth above (with the exception of those items
containing a line drawn through them and relisted to paragraph 2 below) are
hereby approved. The Municipal Clerk is hereby authorized (as per section 6
of Ordinance 716) to indicate said approval on each invoice and to record
same in the official minutes.

2. All of the following invoices are disapproved by this Council:

VENDOR AMOUNT:

The Municipal Clerk is hereby directed to appropriately record the disapproval of the
invoices noted in this paragraph in the official minutes.

3. All of those invoices listed in the recital as set forth above containing the
initials of not more than one council Person immediately to the lest of each line shall be
deemed approved (as per paragraph number one above) by a majority vote of the
remaining Council members. Those invoices listed in the recital as set forth above
containing a line drawn through the vendor’s name and amount and relisted in paragraph
2 shall be deemed a rejection of said invoices and shall not be paid.

Recorded Vote: William Kehner, Council President

Council Yes No Abstain Absent Moved Second

Edwardi

Feeley

Gibson

Kehner

Tighe

[ HEREBY CERTIFY THAT the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the
City Council of Sea Isle City, New Jersey, at the regular meeting held on TUESDAY
JULY 23, 2024.

Shannon D. Romano, Municipal Clerk



CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY
NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION NO. 134  (2024)

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT
RENEWING MEMBERSHIP IN THE
ATLANTIC COUNTY MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND

WHEREAS, the Cit of Sea Isle City (hereinafter the “MUNICIPALITY?) is a member of the Atlantic
County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund (hereinafter the "FUND"); and

WHEREAS, the MUNICIPALITY’S membership terminates as of January 1, 2025 unless earlier
renewed by a Contract between the MUNICIPALITY and the FUND; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (m) provides that a Contract which exceeds the bid threshold may
be negotiated and awarded by the governing body without public advertising for bids and bidding
therefor, if the subject matter is for the purchase of insurance coverage and consultant services,
provided that the award is in accordance with the requirements for extraordinary unspecifiable
services; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1(b) provides that the MUNICIPALITY shall make a documented
effort to secure competitive quotations; however, a Contract may be awarded upon a determination,
in writing, that the solicitation of competitive quotations is impracticable; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:34-2.3, a designated official of the MUNICIPALITY,
has filed a certification with the governing body describing in detail, as set forth below in this
Resolution, why this Contract meets the provisions of the statutes and the regulations and why the
solicitation of competitive quotations is impracticable; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the purchase of insurance coverage and insurance consultant
services by the MUNICIPALITY requires a unique knowledge and understanding of the municipal
exposures and risks associated with the operation of a municipal entity, and many insurance
professionals are not qualified to assess these risks and exposures based upon their inherent
complexity; and

WHEREAS, insurance coverage for municipal entities can vary greatly in the type, limits, and
exceptions to coverage, and therefore particularized expertise in determining and obtaining the
appropriate coverage is required to protect the MUNICIPALITY; and

WHEREAS, it is the goal of the MUNICIPALITY to obtain a single integrated program to provide
all types of insurance coverage with a plan to limit the MUNICIPALITIES exposure; and

WHEREAS, the FUND has provided comprehensive insurance coverage to member municipalities
since 1987; and

WHEREAS, since 1987, the Fund has continually refined all of the types of coverage that it provides
to its members so that it offers comprehensive insurance coverage and limits to all members that is
unique and cannot be purchased from a single entity in the commercial insurance market; and



WHEREAS, the FUND has also developed and made available to its members Safety, Risk
Management and Litigation Management programs that address the specific exposures and risks
associated with municipal entities; and

WHEREAS, the FUND provides the MUNICIPALITY with Fund Administration, Claims Review,
Claims Processing, Claims Administration, Actuarial and Legal services; and

WHEREAS, the FUND is one of the most financially sound Municipal Joint Insurance Funds in New
Jersey, and the FUND operates with strong fiscal controls, member oversight, and meets all of the
requirements promulgated by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs and the Department
of Banking and Insurance; and

WHEREAS, as an existing member of the FUND, the MUNICIPALITY would be renewing its
membership in an organization with experienced and dedicated FUND Professionals who provide
specialized services to the members; and

WHEREAS, the membership of the FUND includes many neighboring municipalities that have
uniquely similar exposures to the MUNICIPALITY, and with whom the MUNICIPALITY has

existing inter-local arrangements; and

WHEREAS, all of the aforementioned factors categorize the award of this Contract as an
“extraordinary, unspecifiable service” that cannot be duplicated, accounted for, accurately detailed,
or described in a manner that truly depicts the value of the MUNICIPALITY’S membership in the
FUND; and

WHEREAS, for all of the aforementioned reasons, it is impracticable for the MUNICIPALITY to

seek competitive quotations for a Contract to provide the procurement of insurance coverage and
consultant services; and

WHEREAS, the FUND has been organized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et seq., and as such is an
agency of the municipalities that created it; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2) also provides that a Contract which exceeds the bid threshold may
be negotiated and awarded by the governing body without public advertising for bids and bidding
therefor, if the Contract is entered into with a municipality or any board, body, officer, agency or
authority thereof; and

WHEREAS, the FUND meets the definition of an agency as set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and

WHEREAS, for all of the aforementioned reasons, the MUNICIPALITY desires to enter into a
Contract to renew its membership with the FUND for a period of three (3) years, for insurance
coverage and consultant services, as an exception to the public bidding requirements of the Local
Public Contracts Law.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the governing body of the MUNICIPALITY as follows:

1. The MUNICIPALITY agrees to renew its membership in the FUND and to be subject to
the Bylaws, Rules and Regulations, coverages, and operating procedures thereof as
presently existing or as modified from time to time by lawful act of the FUND.

2, The Mayor and Clerk of the MUNICIPALITY shall be and hereby are authorized to execute
the "Contract to Renew Membership" annexed hereto and made a part hereof and to deliver
same to the FUND evidencing the MUNICIPALITY’S renewal of its membership.



3. In accordance with N.J.LA.C. 5:34-2.3, the certificate of a designated official of the
MUNICIPALITY, which details why the solicitation of competitive quotations is
impracticable, is attached hereto and made a part of this Resolution.

4. The Clerk of the MUNICIPALITY is authorized and directed to place a notice of the adoption
of this Resolution and the award of this Contract in the official newspaper of the

MUNICIPALITY.

William Kehner, Council President

Recorded Vote:
Council Yes [No |Abstain [Absent Moved [Second

Edwardi
Feeley
Gibson
Kehner
Tighe

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City Council of
the City of Sea Isle City, New Jersey, at the regular meeting held on Tuesday, July 23, 2024.

Shannon D. Romano, Municipal Clerk



CONTRACT TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP WITH THE
ATLANTIC COUNTY MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND

WHEREAS, the Atlantic County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund (hereinafter the “FUND”) is a duly
chartered Municipal Joint Insurance Fund as authorized by NJSA 40A:10-36 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, the of (hereinafter the “MUNICIPALITY”)
is currently a member of said FUND; and

WHEREAS, effective January 1, 2025, said membership in the FUND will expire unless earlier
renewed; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the MUNICIPALITY has authorized the entry into this Contract
to renew said membership through the adoption of a Resolution # 2024-  which details the reasons
for renewing said membership with the FUND; and

WHEREAS, the FUND has agreed to offer renewal of membership of the MUNICIPALITY in the
FUND.

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby contracted and agreed between the FUND and the
MUNICIPALITY as follows:

1. The MUNICIPALITY hereby renews its membership in the FUND for a three (3) year term
commencing on January 1, 2025 and ending on January 1, 2028 as authorized by Resolution
#2024- .

2. The MUNICIPALITY hereby ratifies and reaffirms the Indemnity and Trust Agreement, the
By-Laws and other organizational and operating documents of the FUND as are from time to
time amended and altered by the FUND and/or the Department of Banking and Insurance in
accordance with the applicable statutes and administrative regulations as if each and every
one of said documents were re-executed contemporaneously herewith.

3. The MUNICIPALITY shall be a participating member of the FUND for the three (3) year
term of this Contract, and the MUNICIPALITY shall comply with all of the rules and
regulations and obligations associated with said membership.

4. In consideration of the continuing membership of MUNICIPALITY in the FUND, the FUND
has agreed to the continuing membership of the MUNICIPALITY subject to the continuing
approval of the Commissioner of Banking and Insurance, to accept the renewal application of
the MUNICIPALITY.

\\sic-stor\User_Data\Clerk\SIC Muni Office\#1 - SDR\2024 Resolutions\134 - ACMIJIF-Renewal Contract 2025.docx
last update: 7/19/2024



This Contract was executed on this day of , 2024 as the lawful and
binding act and deed of the MUNICIPALITY and the FUND, and the execution of this Contract has
been duly authorized by Resolution # 2024-  of the governing body of the MUNICIPALITY.

MUNICIPALITY (Print)
Attest:
CLERK MAYOR
ACM JIF
Attest:
SECRETARY CHAIRPERSON

\\sic-stor\User_Data\Clerk\SIC Muni Office\#1 - SDR\2024 Resolutions\134 - ACMIJIF-Renewal Contract 2025.docx
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CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY
NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION NO. 135 (2024)

EXTENDING THIRD QUARTER TAXES
GRACE PERIOD TO AUGUST 30th, 2024

WHEREAS, the Cape May County Board of Taxation has not certified the tax rate; and
WHEREAS, the Tax Collector cannot direct the printing of the bills until after the receipt of the tax rate; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the aforesaid delay, the City of Sea Isle City Tax Collector will be delayed in
mailing to the City of Sea Isle City taxpayers the 2024 Final / 2025 Preliminary tax bills; and

WHEREAS, the delay of the aforesaid tax bills may delay the City of Sea Isle City taxpayers from making
their third quarter 2024 tax payments to the City of Sea Isle City through no fault of theirs; and

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City of Sea Isle City Council, as follows:

1. The due date for the third quarter 2024 tax payment to the City of Sea Isle City for real property taxes
shall remain as August 1%, 2024.

2. The due date for the fourth quarter 2024 tax payment to the City of Sea Isle City for real property
taxes shall remain as November 1%, 2024.

3. The grace period for the payment of the third quarter 2024 real estate taxes is hereby fixed to be from
August 1%, 2024, through August 30th, 2024, or 25 days from mailing of tax bills, whichever is later.
In the event that the said third quarter tax payment is not received on or before August 30th, 2024,
interest on the said payment shall be calculated from August 1%, 2024, pursuant to C72 of P.L. 1994
and the relevant ordinances and resolution of the City of Sea Isle City until the date of actual
payment.

4. The penalties established in the Council’s Resolution No. 214 for the late payment of taxes shall be
applicable to the above extended date subject only to the modification set forth herein.

5. There shall be no change to the grace period for the payment of the fourth quarter 2024 real estate
taxes, which shall continue to expire on November 10%, 2024.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect immediately.

William Kehner, Council President

Recorded Vote:

Council Yes | No | Abstain | Absent | Moved | Second

Edwardi

Feeley

Gibson

Kehner

Tighe

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City Council of the City of
Sea Isle City, New Jersey, at the regular meeting held on Tuesday, July 23rd, 2024.

Shannon D. Romano, Municipal Clerk



CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY
CAPE MAY COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION NO. { 2 (2024)

CHANGE ORDER NO. 2

SUBJECT: A resolution authorizing Change Order No. 2 for Asbestos Cement Sanitary Sewer Replacement &
Central Avenue Water Main Replacement, City of Sea Isle City, Cape May County, New Jersey, MC Project No.
SIC0232.

WHEREAS, the City of Sea Isle City has contracted with Perna Finnigan, Inc., of Vineland, New Jersey for,
Asbestos Cement Sanitary Sewer Replacement & Central Avenue Water Main Replacement City of Sea Isle City,
Cape May County, New Jersey, MC Project No. SIC0232 and,;

WHEREAS, throughout this project there has been an increase and decrease in certain items of work and the
addition of supplemental items and the net increase in the contract amounts to $192,413.48 and;

WHEREAS, the nature of the increase and decrease in certain items of work and the addition of supplemental
items was described in Change Order Resolution No. 1, Resolution No. 063-2024 and;

WHEREAS the nature and reason of the change is to incorporate unforeseen, necessary infrastructure
improvements and to reflect as-built quantities as further described below:

REDUCTIONS

ITEM DESCRIPTION UNIT QUANTITY UNITPRICE AMOUNT
14D MILLING OF PAVEMENT, 2" THICK S.Y. 46 $22.00 $1,012.00
14E HOT MIX ASPHALT, SURFACE S.Y. 46 $64.00 $2,944.00

COURSE 12.5M64, 2" THICK
CHANGE ORDER NO. 2 SUBTOTAL  $3,956.00

Amount of Original Contract $457,737.25 Extras $0.00
Amount of Change Order No. 1 +$196,369.98 Reductions -$3,956.00
Amount of Change Order No. 2 -$3,956.00 Supplemental  $0.00

ADJUSTED AMOUNT OF CONTRACT BASED ON
CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 & CHANGE ORDER NO. 2 $650,151.23

42.0 % INCREASE IN CONTRACT

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Sea Isle City, New
Jersey, that:

1) The foregoing facts are hereby ratified and affirmed.

2) The allegations of the preamble hereto are incorporated herein as is set forth in full.
3) The amount of Change Order No. 2 is -$3,956.00.

4) The adjusted amount of the contract based on Change Order No. 2 is $650,151.23.

5) The appropriate city officials are herewith authorized and instructed to do all things necessary to carry out
the intention of this resolution.

6) The authorization for the proper officials to execute Change Order No. 2 be and is hereby given.

\C}U /d)\/\i\({ \ ( XL CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS

ennifer MclIver, CFO William J. Kehner, Council President

Recorded Vote:

Council Yes No Abstain | Absent Moved Second

Feeley
Edwardi
Kehner
Tighe
Gibson

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City Council of the City of
Sea Isle City, New Jersey, at the regular meeting held on Tuesday, July 23, 2024.

Shannon Romano, Municipal Clerk




CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY
NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION NUMBER 137 (2024)

RESOLUTION URGING THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO TAKE AN
INCREMENTAL AND TARGETED APPROACH TO ADOPTING THE PROPOSED
“PROTECTING AGAINST CLIMATE THREAT (PACT)/RESILIENT
ENVIRONMENTS AND LANDSCAPE (REAL)” RULES

WHEREAS, Sea Isle City (hereinafter “City”) acknowledges that climate change and sea
level rise are a documented risk to the coastal zone of New Jersey and its barrier island
communities, requiring thoughtful and well-reasoned response from all levels of
government; and

WHEREAS, the City continues to respond to the threat of tidal flooding/major coastal
storms by practicing the highest standards of coastal resiliency and floodplain
management in all City critical infrastructure and building projects, while also providing
the necessary support to private stakeholders in the community in the approach, duration,
and wake of major coastal storms working through the County Office of Emergency
Management and Public Safety Departments amongst many other avenues of support to
the community; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the City’s previously mentioned efforts, The City recognizes
that all of the municipalities in Cape May County that are within Special Flood Hazard
Areas (SFHAs) have all adopted floodplain management ordinances that in most cases go
beyond compliance with FEMA’s standards, have a designated and certified floodplain
manager on staff, and are participants of the Insurance Services Office, Inc. (ISO’s)
Community Rating System (CRS) Program, with several County towns floodplain
management efforts led by the City’s efforts ranked best in the State and near the best in
the Nation; and,

WHEREAS, initiated through Governor Murphy’s Executive Order 100, the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) has produced a 1,057-page rule
proposal policy document known as NJ PACT (Protection Against Climate Threats)/
REAL (Resilient Environments and Landscape) to expand flood hazard areas (FHASs)
statewide and implement higher floodplain management regulatory standards beyond the
local and existing FEMA standards; and

WHEREAS, according to the NJDEP’s website, these rules will soon be posted on the NJ
Register for a 90-day public comment period, with a benchmark adoption range of
February 2025; and

WHEREAS, historically, new rules issued by the NJDEP have always been promulgated
pursuant to legislation through the typical legislative process; and



WHEREAS, in this case, like the NJDEP’s recently proposed Shore Protection Rule, there
is no legislation that authorized the NJDEP to require more stringent requirements than the
federal regulations that are now in place; and

WHEREAS, these rules as currently written do not consider the economic impact these
new standards may have on the ratables, real-estate values, development, and
redevelopment in the City or statewide, but especially in Cape May County where the
County has greater than $50 billion in net ratables, and greater than $625 million in State
tourism tax revenues produced annually; and

WHEREAS, the proposed rules also do not account for the impact these higher regulatory
building standards will impose on historic structures and historic districts throughout the
City, Cape May County and the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey must also consider the burden these new rules will
have on coastal municipalities, like the City, especially within their local construction
offices, due to the additional duties and responsibilities of enforcing these higher regulatory
standards that will likely result in the need to hire additional staff or enter additional
public/private contracts; and

WHEREAS, these rules will also increase construction costs and impact the feasibility for
public infrastructure projects with the minimum construction height requirements for new
roads in excess of Base Flood Elevation (BFE) plus 5 ft Freeboard, that in some cases like
the County’s soon to be designed Ocean Drive Bridge reconstruction project, will be
infeasible and unachievable given the path and location of the project, recognizing that the
City is accessed by three (3) bridges, two (2) of which are part of the Ocean Drive Bridge
system; and

WHEREAS, despite the burden these rules will inevitably play on the City and coastal
towns, the State of New Jersey has not mentioned any plan for a State budget appropriation
to assist coastal towns statewide with the additional duties and functions imposed through
the proposed NJPACT/REAL rules; and

WHEREAS, the proposed expansion of flood hazard areas will also create additional
financial burdens for lower and middle class property owners living in the City and Cape
May County by imposing more restrictive building standards accompanied by
engineering assessments and alternatives analyses within the newly expanded regulated
areas, and may also potentially result in higher insurance premiums given the expansion
of the inundation risk zone and increase of the regulated flood hazard area limits by 5 feet
vertically, all directly negatively impacting the efforts of the City to obtain and maintain
affordable housing within the City; and

WHEREAS, the proposed NJPACT/REAL policy document is based on Rutgers
University’s 2019 Study Report, entitled, “New Jersey Rising Seas and Changing Coastal



Storms,” projecting sea level rise for the year 2100 exceeding 5.1 feet, which has a
probability of occurrence of approximately 17%; and

WHEREAS, the science behind these 80-year projections have been questioned by many,
including former NJDEP employee and New Jersey Business & Industry Association
(NJBIA) Deputy Chief of Staff, Ray Cantor, stating, “the (NJDEP) knows there is no
proved science justifying their position, but they also know it is easier to scare people and
force them to retreat from the shore if they tell them that much of Cape May and other
areas will be underwater. It is part of their managed retreat strategy”; and

WHEREAS, potentially pushing fixed income residents out of their homes based on the
17% probability of an 80-year sea level rise projection should be taken more gradually with
a higher percentage of probability and likelihood of occurring; and

WHEREAS, Municipalities are required to prepare Master Plans for a 20- or 30-year
planning horizon, and the City and Cape May County strongly recommend a similar time
horizon for rules based on sea level rise projections; and

WHEREAS, the City and Cape May County, like a lot of Counties and Municipalities
nationwide, are experiencing a housing crisis that prompted the County’s Board of County
Commissioners to recently implement an Ad Hoc Committee for Mixed Income Housing,
to explore opportunities for Mixed Income Housing development throughout the County,
in order to support the permanent housing needs for our residents and veterans; and

WHEREAS, the NJDEP’s proposed expansion of flood hazard areas limits the County’s
potential capacity of mixed income housing development and even prohibits development
in most coastal areas, especially as inland development centers are being reduced in size
via the State Planning process; and

WHEREAS, these Rules will appear to run counter to the laudable Mount Laurel Doctrine
and coastal zone towns fair share affordable housing obligations, especially in the wake of
the Governor’s recently signed legislation (Bill S50/A4) that established one of the
strongest affordable housing frameworks in the United States in the State of New Jersey;
and

WHEREAS, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is also in the process
of preparing detailed updates to the flood insurance rate maps (FIRMS) that take into
account many factors of risk including sea level rise; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has historically used these maps to guide public
policy, and therefore, the City and Cape May County urge the State to differ to the
superseding governing body, in this instance FEMA, and wait until the new FIRMS have
been posted before expanding flood hazard areas through a streamlined State authorization;
and



WHEREAS, while recognizing the importance of addressing climate change, as stated
previously, Cape May County believes that a more gradual and balanced approach is
necessary to target incremental adjustments over time in order to mitigate the potential
negative impacts that these radically changing rules will have on the coastal towns of
New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that the State of New Jersey consider the disproportionate
burden resulting from the implementation of such stringent regulatory standards that will
challenge the people of New Jersey living, working, and visiting in the coastal zones; and

WHEREAS, for the reasons outlined above, Cape May County through consultation with
The Lomax Consulting Group has produced a Study Analysis and Flood Hazard Area Maps
of the proposed NJPACT/REAL rules to assess the potential impacts they may have on the
County and Municipalities therein, which is attached hereto this Resolution as Exhibit A
and has the full support of the City working in conjunction with the County to ensure
visitors and residents of the City have a safe, affordable, and livable community for many,
many, years to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Sea Isle City,
County of Cape May, State of New Jersey as follows:

1.

The City and Cape May County request a comprehensive and independent analysis
of the potential economic and social impacts of the proposed regulations, including
a focus on protecting the interests of low and moderate income families.

The City and Cape May County requests that the State of New Jersey engage the
Legislature and enact these rules through the typical legislative process, in order to
give the people of New Jersey a voice, rather than through an Executive Order with
limited public engagement.

The City and Cape May County requests that these regulations be based on a 20-
or 30-year timeframe that is adjusted over time to reflect sea level rise and resiliency
measures, rather than based on an 80-year projection.

The City and Cape May County requests that the State of New Jersey consider the
inclusion of a budgetary appropriation to assist the City and all shore towns with
the implementation of these rules and further, appropriate funding to implement a
State grant program to support coastal resiliency projects that will inevitably incur
greater costs due to the higher regulatory standards that includes significantly
higher elevation requirements for new roads.

If the State of New Jersey decides to proceed with the expansion of flood hazard
areas before FEMA releases the new FIRMs, The City and Cape May County
requests that the State of New Jersey follow the same practice as FEMA and prepare
detailed flood maps, and further hold public engagement sessions across the State,



so that communities and residents can clearly understand how these regulations will
impact their areas and properties.

. The City Administration shall forward copies of this Resolution, attached Analysis
Study, and Maps to Governor Phil Murphy; Lieutenant Governor Tahesha Way;
Chief of Staff to Governor Murphy Diane Gutierrez-Scaccetti; Senate President
Nicholas P. Scutari; Assembly Speaker Craig J. Coughlin; Senate Environment
Committee Chair Bob Smith; Assembly Environment Committee Chair James J.
Kennedy; the Office of Legislative District 1’s Senator Michael Testa,
Assemblyman Antwan McClellan, and Assemblyman Erik Simonsen; the New
Jersey Association of Counties (NJAC); New Jersey Business and Industry
Association (NJBIA); and the New Jersey League of Municipalities (NJLM) to
convey the City’s concerns and recommendations.

. The City Administration is hereby directed to forward and file copies of this
Resolution, Study, and Maps as public comment on the NJ Register after the rules
have been posted to serve as the City’s official comments to the NJDEP’s proposed
NJPACT/REAL rules.

William Kehner, Council President

Recorded Vote:
Council [Yes |No [Abstain [Absent Moved [Second

Edwardi
Feeley
Gibson
Kehner
Tighe

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City

Council of the City of Sea Isle City, New Jersey, at the regular meeting held on Tuesday,

July 23, 2024.

Shannon D. Romano, Municipal Clerk
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MEMORANDUM
TO: File
FROM: Peter Lomax
DATE: June 25, 2024
RE: Comments on NJDEP New Rule Pre-Proposal documentation for “Resilient

Environments and Landscapes (REAL)" reformation of existing Land Use
Regulations in the State of New Jersey

Summary

This memorandum was prepared pursuant to a request by the County of Cape May and interest
expressed by several local municipalities regarding future regulatory implications resulting from
the NJ Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) Resilient Environments and
Landscapes (REAL) draft rule in its preproposal form. The 1,057-page formal REAL rule
proposal is scheduled for official publication in a July 2024 New Jersey Register.

The REAL rule proposal stems from Governor Murphy’s Executive Order 100, January 2020,
which instructed the NJDEP to adopt “Protecting Against Climate Threats” (PACT) regulations. In
its pre-proposal presentations, NJDEP has represented that the forthcoming REAL rule proposal
is based on the “best available predictive climate science” which indicates that current practices
are not on target for moderate greenhouse gas emissions reductions. By extension, State policy
aims to adapt to prevailing sea-level rise, extreme weather intensification, and chronic flooding at
higher elevations which leads to recurrent flood damage. The REAL rule proposal will establish
new and revised land use regulations to be integrated into the Coastal Zone Management Rules
(N.J.A.C. 7:7), Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:7A), Flood Hazard Area
Control Act Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:13), and Stormwater Management Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:8), as well as
cross-referencing and clarifications to other rules which reference flooding.

The REAL rule proposal will rely on sea level rise projections from the Rutgers University 2019
Science and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP) Report entitled, “New Jersey’s Rising Seas and
Changing Coastal Storms”, which concluded a 50% probability that sea level rise will exceed 3.3
feet by year 2100 and a 17% chance that sea level rise will exceed 5.1 feet by year 2100
assuming moderate emissions.

Table 1. Rutgers University STAP-Predicted Sea Level Rise Probability
Table ES-1: New Jersey Sea-Level Rise above the year 2000 (1991-2009 average) baseline (ft)*

2030 | 2050 2070 2100 2150
Emissions

Chance SLR Exceeds W [Mod. |High mlmd. High [ Low [Mod| High

LowEnd| >95%chance 0.3 07 09| 1 |[11)J10fi3]15])13[21]28
> 83% chance 0.5 09 113|114 |15 17320023 )24(13.11]38

L|ke'Y "”_”{"' ' " S P MPERRTCET! (ERR e *] ’."""”’ T i l 9 \ - ohe 2 =F r'”"’

RaNgE N e b e S

. <17%chance g 21122131 135})38 § 63|63 |83 |103

High End| < 5%chance 1.3 26 |32 (38 |44(}50 8.8 180 |13.8|19.6

*2010 (2001-20189 average) Observed = 0.2 ft
Rutgers University STAP, https://njclimateresourcecenter.rutgers.edu/resources/nj-sea-level-rise-reports/, 2019
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Accordingly, NJDEP selected the more conservative prediction designating a 5-foot sea level rise
and establishing the year 2100 as the planning horizon for the REAL rule proposal regulations,
indicating that roads, building and bridges constructed over the proceeding years under the new
rule will still be serviceable in year 2100. Through designation of the 5-foot sea level rise, the
REAL rule proposal will redefine the extent of tidal flood hazards areas by establishing an
“Inundation Risk Zone” and a “Climate Adjusted Flood Elevation” which include design standards
restricting development in the coastal zone.

Inundation Risk Zone (IRZ) is the predicted area of permanent standing water due to sea
level rise by year 2100

IRZ upper limit = current elevation of mean high higher water (MHHW) + 5 feet

Climate Adjusted Flood Elevation (CAFE) is the predicted limit of coastal flood hazard
areas with storm-induced flooding exacerbated by sea-level rise by year 2100

CAFE upper limit = current FEMA 100-year flood elevation + 5 feet

Diagram 1. Composite of IRZ and CAFE

Graphic Excerpt: NJDEP REAL Sea Level Rise & Inundation Risk Zone Fact Sheet, May 20, 2024

Scope of Rulemaking

The creation of these newly regulated areas applies REAL standards to:
1. New development
2. Redevelopment

3. Renovation of existing development where “substantial improvements to buildings” will
occur (i.e., renovation costs exceed 50% of the market value)

Applicability
REAL rule standards will be:
1. integrated into the Coastal Zone Management Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:7), Freshwater Wetlands
Protection Act Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:7A), Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules (N.J.A.C.
7:13), Stormwater Management Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:8), as well as cross-referencing and
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clarifications to other rules which reference flooding whereby terminology has been
amended to integrate REAL precepts;

applied to all projects which are not yet deemed technically complete for review before the
rule is adopted. Application submission and a determination of administrative completeness
in advance of rule adoption is not sufficient to establish protection from the new rule; and

implemented to reform existing State land use practices specific to sea-level rise, coastal
storm surge, flooding, and stormwater management considerations by:

a. increasing protections against predicted future flooding/sea level rise and storm
events;

protecting critical facilities and infrastructure from the effects of climate change;

restoring water quality and reducing flooding across the state, especially in urban
zones;

increasing resilience for land and water resources;

planning for climate change;

designing to prioritize nature-based solutions;

encouraging renewable energy; and

revising the administrative processes to make improvements.

2 <2

Ta ™o o

Timeline for Action (as reported by NJDEP)

The window for engagement in providing public comment and/or seeking clarification or
changes to the proposed REAL rule is as follows:

July 1 or July 15, 2024: Formal Publication of the REAL rule proposal in the NJ Register
and commencement of the 90-day Public Comment Period

July 24, 2024 at 10am: Public Hearing #1 via virtual format
July 31, 2024 at 2pm: Public Hearing #2 via virtual format
August 7, 2024 at 6pm: Public Hearing #3 via virtual format

October 2024: End of Public Comment Period and commencement of NJDEP
evaluation of public comments, including preparation of responses to all public
comments and review of minor draft language changes to be considered.

Summer/Fall 2025: Anticipated Filing of Adoption documents with Office of
Administrative Law (must be within 1 year of proposal publication in the NJ Register)
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Inundation Risk Zone (IRZ) is the predicted area of permanent standing water due to sea
level rise by year 2100

IRZ upper limit = current elevation of mean high higher water (MHHW) + 5 feet

Diagram 2. Current Sea Level in MHHW

Current Sea Level

Current
Shoreline

i ;)
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R e B

~ Graphics Excerpts: NJDEP REAL Webinar 1: Sea Level Rise & Inundation Risk Zone, May 20, 2024

NJDEP’s stated goal in establishing the IRZ is to regulate coastal redevelopment whereby the
need for land use approvals can be leveraged to mitigate future anticipated damage to existing
facilities due to sea level rise and coastal storms. When proposing regulated development,
redevelopment, or substantial improvement renovations for residential buildings and critical
buildings and infrastructure in the IRZ, the project must be designed to meet the applicable
standards and the applicant must complete:

¢ |Impact Assessment of sea level rise on the proposed activity,

e On-site Alternatives Analysis to avoid or minimize risks, and

e Risk Acknowledgement to be incorporated into NJDEP decision
documents such that formal notice is attached to the title of ownership.
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IRZ Impacts by Municipality and County

The establishment of the IRZ has a disproportionate impact on land areas within the coastal zone
than those areas in the interior portions of the State. By extension, the IRZ will place additional
land use restrictions on development within coastal communities thereby resulting in greater
impacts to the ratable base of those local units of government. While NJDEP estimates that much
of the IRZ is already developed or encumbered by environmental Special Areas that would
otherwise make development difficult, its analysis is generalized for the entire state and does not
account for regional impacts such as those in Cape May County. Significant portions of the
County, including within the coastal areas, remain undeveloped or targeted for redevelopment as
reflected by long-standing center designations and supporting local zoning standards, which is in
contrast to NJDEP's interpretation of the impact of the IRZ on anticipated future development.

As provided herein, the “NJDEP/NOAA Predicted Sea Level Rise Inundation Risk Zone Mapping”
(Sheets 0-5), prepared by The Lomax Consulting Group, dated June 11, 2024, depicts the extent
of the mapped IRZ within Cape May County. Table 2 below provides a summary of IRZ-impacted
land areas (excluding surface waters) for the County as a whole and for each municipality. Of the
157,481 acres of land in Cape May County, the IRZ will overlay 42.85% of the total, and while
this area includes coastal marsh, it also includes significant portions of upland coastal
communities and the transportation infrastructure between the mainland municipalities and the
barrier islands that would be subject to additional regulation under the REAL rule proposal.

Table 2. Future Anticipated Sea Level (Year 2100)

Total Land Area Inundated Area
Name (Acres) (Acres) % Inundated
Avalon 2,496 1,918 76.84%
Cape May City 1,470 621 42.24%
Cape May Point 178 113 63.48%
Dennis Township 38,141 11,928 31.271%
Lower Township 17,184 6,937 40.37%
Middle Township 43,710 23,652 54.11%
North Wildwood 1,046 816 78.01%
Ocean City 4,349 3,555 81.74%
Sea Isle City 1,387 1,124 81.04%
Stone Harbor 901 581 64.48%
Upper Township 38,907 14,599 37.52%
West Cape May 748 408 54.55%
West Wildwood 182 178 97.80%
Wildwood City 904 712 78.76%
Wildwood Crest 773 338 43.73%
Woodbine 5,105 0 0.00%
Cape May County 157,481 67,480 42.85%

The barrier island municipalities will be most significantly impacted by the IRZ in terms of
percentage of total inundated land area, whereas the mainland municipalities will have
significantly larger impacted acreage by the IRZ for which larger scale development will be
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restricted, especially in terms of proposed new housing stock, as well as significant restrictions
on redevelopment and renovation activities for communities along the Delaware Bayshore.

Any future residential buildings, or critical buildings and infrastructure development,
redevelopment, or renovation within the IRZ will require substantial impact assessment,
alternatives analysis, and risk acknowledgement as part of the land use permitting process,
subject to NJDEP discretion, before the proposed activity can be authorized. As an example,
NJDEP will request that the applicant examine all opportunities to ameliorate inundation risk on
the site, bias development to the highest portions of the site, and/or fill portions of the site to
elevate the proposed activity above the IRZ. However, as of the review of the REAL rule pre-
proposal documents, it remains unclear what level of critical review and analysis will be applied
to regulated activities in the IRZ and the extent to which this process will extend the application
review period prior to NJDEP issuance of final decisions.
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Climate Adjusted Flood Elevation (CAFE) is the predicted limit of coastal flood hazard
areas with storm-induced flooding exacerbated by sea-level rise by year 2100

CAFE upper limit = current FEMA 100-year flood elevation + 5 feet
Diagram 4. Current FEMA 100-year (1%) Flood Elevation
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Graphics Excerpts: NJDEP REAL Webinar 1: Sea Level Rise & Inundation Risk Zone, May 20, 2024

NJDEP’s stated goal in establishing the sea-level specific regulatory restrictions is to discourage
further development of barrier islands and low-lying mainland areas. By adding 5 feet to the existing
FEMA-designated 100-year flood elevation, the REAL rule proposal will establish design criteria to
adapt future development to predicted future flood elevation in anticipation of sea level rise and
flooding from coastal storms. Through the issuance of land use approvals, NJDEP intends to leverage
these opportunities to mitigate future anticipated damage resulting from flood events to renovated and
proposed facilities. When proposing regulated development, redevelopment or substantial
improvement renovations to habitable buildings and transportation infrastructure projects in the A
Zone, the finished floor elevation must be at or above CAFE +1 foot, and in the Coastal A or VV Zones,
the bottom of the lowest horizontal structural member must be at or above CAFE + 1 foot.
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CAFE Impacts by Municipality and County

The establishment of the CAFE will have a disproportionate impact on land areas within the coastal
zone. By extension, the CAFE will place additional land use restrictions on development within coastal
communities thereby impacting the ratable base of those local units of government, as well as
development trends (i.e., increased building and road heights, elevated construction costs). While
NJDEP estimates that the REAL rule proposal will add only 1.5% more land area into regulatory flood
zones, it does not account for the substantial impairment of lands in Cape May County.

As provided herein, the “NJDEP Proposed Climate Adjusted Flood Elevation Land Cover Analysis
Mapping” (Sheets 0-5), prepared by The Lomax Consulting Group, dated June 24, 2024, depicts
the extent of the existing FEMA-mapped 100-year flood hazard area limits, as well as the extent
of the NJDEP-proposed flood hazard area set at 5 feet above the FEMA-designated limits in
anticipation of predicted sea level rise as of year 2100. Table 3 below provides a summary of
CAFE-impacted land areas (excluding surface waters) for the County as a whole and for each
municipality. Of the 157,481 acres of land in Cape May County, the CAFE overlays 60.47% of the
total. This expansion is an increase of 15.91% in affected land areas beyond current flood hazard
area limits, with the understanding that lands within the pre-existing flood hazard area will inherit
an additional 5 feet of regulated flood elevation restriction. The expanded flood hazard areas will
cross the U.S. Route 9 corridor and overtop the Garden State Parkway and N.J. Route 47, the
three major transportation arteries in Cape May County.

Table 3. Future Anticipated Sea Level (Year 2100)

NJDEP Proposed % Change of FHA
Current FEMA | Climate Adjusted % of Total Land Coverage -
Total Land Tidal FHA Flood Elevation | Proposed FHA Current vs.
Name Area (Acres) (Acres) (Acres) Land Coverage Proposed
Avalon 2,496 2,367 2,485 99.56% 4.73%
Cape May City 1,470 857 1,446 98.37% 40.07%
Cape May Point 178 140 177 99.44% 20.79%
Dennis Township 38,141 12,197 16,932 44.39% 12.41%
Lower Township 17,184 7,253 11,546 67.19% 24.98%
Middle Township 43,710 22,265 31,593 72.28% 21.34%
North Wildwood 1,046 1,038 1,046 100.00% 0.76%
Ocean City 4,349 4,135 4,345 99.91% 4.83%
Sea Isle City 1,387 1,340 1,385 99.86% 3.24%
Stone Harbor 901 800 900 99.89% 11.10%
Upper Township 38,907 15,555 20,795 53.45% 13.47%
West Cape May 748 413 "7 95.86% 40.64%
West Wildwood 182 181 182 100.00% 0.55%
Wildwood City 904 892 903 99.89% 1.22%
Wildwood Crest 773 613 773 100.00% 20.70%
Woodbine* 5,105 130 8 0.16% N/A*
Cape May County 157,481 70,176 95,233 60.47% 15.91%
*Note: current FEMA tidal FHA mapping for Woodbine does not include base flood elevation data and therefore not represented in
NJDEP proposed climate adjusted flood elevation
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Comments

Under the State’s current Coastal Zone Management Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:7), Freshwater Wetlands
Protection Act Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:7A), Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:13), and
Stormwater Management Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:8) significant regulatory restrictions already exist
which provide NJDEP with substantial authority to regulate activities within the coastal zone. In
large part, the anticipated REAL rule proposal sets forth even more stringent regulatory authority
which is extraordinary in its far-reaching implications to stakeholders who live, work, and rely
on development opportunity within the coastal zone.

The creation of a 5-foot Inundation Risk Zone compounded by the Climate Adjusted Flood
Elevation in substantial measure is rooted in a predicted condition 75 years into the future
without the opportunity for moderate incremental adaptation over the next half century during
which adjustments could be accomplished for climate resiliency. Residential properties alone
will likely experience at least 3 cycles of redevelopment (i.e., raze and rebuild) during the
predicated 75-year period. The REAL rule pre-proposal focuses a majority of its restriction and
resiliency action on residential properties within coastal communities instead of addressing an
arguably greater need — public transportation infrastructure. Thus, the burden is shifted greatly
to the private sector. State and federal investment in public transportation infrastructure (e.g.,
roads, bridges, railroads, etc.) is the logical starting point for which substantial improvements
are needed.

In addition to the most notable elements of the REAL rule pre-proposal, referenced above, the
anticipated regulations also expand jurisdictional reach to:

e provides regulatory relief to offshore wind developers allowing for disturbance to
shellfish habitats that can be mitigated by way of monetary donation to the NJDEP
Shellfish Mitigation Fund.

e require that all shore protection projects provide a detailed alternatives analysis of the
consequences of project design to the overall functioning of the natural shoreline sand
system even though the design standards shift to NJDEP-mandated nature-based
solutions.

e expand the definition of major development for stormwater management to include 0.25
or more acres of existing motor vehicle surfaces reconstruction.

e require stormwater review as part of “major development” under Freshwater Wetlands
applications even when such activity is not within regulated wetland or transition area.

e require the removal of existing impervious cover as part of Special Activity Waiver for
Redevelopment despite reuse of existing disturbed/developed areas is the sole purpose
of such a waiver.

e compound tidal and fluvial flood hazard area overlap with inflexible requirements for net
fill mitigation.

e extend riparian zones into tidal flood hazard areas, including the non-oceanfront side of
barrier islands.

Furthermore, the REAL rule pre-proposal establishes increased restrictions for the:
¢ elimination of Zane exemptions for previously existing structures which are evident in
aerial imagery.
e removal of hard structural solutions as an option for shore protection unless proposed
as hybrid design which also integrates nature-based solutions.
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e prohibition of underground utility lines on beaches that were previously authorized as
linear development.

e requirement to prepare and provide an Emergency Structure Removal Plan for
temporary seasonal structures on the beach.

¢ reduction of riparian zone disturbance thresholds increasing the likelihood of mitigation
and removal of flexibility for mitigation ratios.

The REAL rule pre-proposal compounds restriction on local units of government which negotiated
in good faith and at great expense with the State to establish centers of development density to
support residential obligations, in the form of affordable housing, centers of commerce to fuel the
local economy and provide jobs to the County’s residents, and designate areas in need of
redevelopment, many of which have been strategically eliminated from previously approved
planning constructs. The designation of “CAFRA Critical Environmental Sites” within centers, cores,
and nodes, which downgrades available density even after prior zoning density reductions, is an
unnecessary and economically punitive overreach. Existing regulations provide for adequate
protection and affords NJDEP discretion to effectively regulate development in a manner that
balances the purpose of the center with sensible environmental protections.

Sweeping regulatory reform warrants a comprehensive economic impact study to address flood
insurance rate considerations and property tax implications, especially where building heights and
viewsheds will be dramatically affected on barrier island communities where the majority of the
County ratable base is located. Significant uncertainty exists in understanding the economic impacts
that these regulatory changes can have on the affordability of housing for the aged and families with
low and moderate incomes, insurance premiums, cost of living, existing and start-up enterprises, in
addition to the costs/impact of other land use regulatory programs. Further, the State’s economy is
reliant upon seasonal and year-round business, which in order to prosper, must rely on a stable and
predictable regulatory climate. It is for these reasons that a full economic analysis and cost-benefit
assessment must be completed before advancing the rule proposal so that the true cost of these
anticipated regulations can be quantified and an economic impact and compensatory mitigation
plan advanced contemporaneously by the State to address these inherent costs to home and
business owners, as well as local units of government in the coastal zone

Conclusion

Current land use application review timeframes are unprecedented in terms of length and iteration
where NJDEP review staff is clearly overburdened. With such expansive regulatory authority and
attendant assessments/analyses to be included in future land use applications as proposed by
the anticipated regulations, a robust staffing plan will be needed by the State to subsume the
additional workload for application review and timely issuance of decisions.

It is recognized that climate resiliency action is an important public interest consideration. Cape
May County is uniquely positioned geographically to serve a role in this long-term planning
commitment but more so as an engaged partner in the process instead of a recipient of
disproportionate restriction when viewed in content. It is incumbent on the State government to
pause this initiative in the best interests of its citizens and the State economy and engage the
most impacted stakeholders in order to mature a reasonable and achievable approach to climate
change planning. A more moderate regulatory approach with an interim sea level adjustment,
while waiting for the latest FEMA mapping to be updated and issued, is a prudent initial step.
Thereafter, the State, in partnership with its coastal zone stakeholders, can pursue a more
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informed stepwise progression of climate change resiliency with a focus on public infrastructure
as the initial effort for investment and design standards evolution after which residential,
commercial, and industrial development can then initiate site improvements to connect into
improved support systems.

In summary, it is recommended that the County and its 16 municipalities engage with the State
and other interested parties to address the concerns and disproportionate impacts. There is a
defined window for engagement, which will extend over the next 3 months, in order to provide
comment and/or seek clarification or changes to the proposed REAL rule via public comment
period, public hearings, and mobilization of affected stakeholders to address the deficiencies of
the REAL rule proposal

The rule proposal is expected to be formally issued in July 2024 with an anticipated adoption
for implementation in the 2025 season, although the State could accelerate that timeline to
some extent. Although the rule proposal has not yet been published, now is the time to actively
engage in this matter with the State to pursue the above recommendations and any additional
modifications to the proposal.
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EXHIBITS

THE LOMAX CONSULTING GROUP
P.O. BOX 9, CAPE MAY COURT HOUSE, NJ 08210
609-465-6700 (P) 609-465-2449 (F) WWW.LOMAXCONSULTING .COM



the / \‘J,‘.,\ \’
Lomax "
Consulﬁng“ A,
group

EXHIBIT 1

“NJDEP/NOAA Predicted Sea Level Rise Inundation Risk
Zone — 5ft Above MHHW, Cape May County, New Jersey”

Prepared by The Lomax Consulting Group,
Dated June 11, 2024
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EXHIBIT 2

“NJDEP Proposed Climate Adjusted Flood Elevation Land
Cover Analysis, Cape May County, New Jersey”

Prepared by The Lomax Consulting Group,
Dated June 24, 2024
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EXHIBIT 3

“Summary of REAL Rule Pre-Proposal Review for
Technical Regulation Changes to:

Coastal Zone Management Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:7)
Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:7A)
Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:13)
Stormwater Management Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:8)
Inundation Risk Zone Required Analyses”

Prepared by The Lomax Consulting Group,
Dated June 24, 2024
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REAL Rule Proposal integration into the Coastal Zone Management Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:7)

“Zane” Exemption Policy Reinterpretation: Existing exemptions provided for under the
Waterfront Development section of the Coastal Zone Management Rules which allows for the
repair, replacement, renovation, or reconstruction, in the same location and size of any dock,
wharf, pier, bulkhead, or building, legally existing prior to January 1, 1981, will be restricted to
only legally existing structures which still currently exist upon adoption of the REAL rule proposal.
No longer will the NJDEP approve such exemptions where the prior existence of such structures,
which could be reconstructed for the benefit of present-day owners, can be demonstrated by
historic aerial imagery.

Conversion of Permits-by-Rule to General-Permits-by-Certification for Residential and
Commercial Development: The REAL rule proposal will repeal existing Permits-by-Rule 1, 2, 6,
and 7, whereby no permit application submission was previously required, for residential and
commercial development in limited circumstances. NJDEP will now require that these same
activities be authorized by new General-Permits-by-Certification 5, 6, 7 and 8 for which permit
application documents must be prepared, made available for inspection, and an application be
submitted to NJDEP in order to ensure that such development can be tracked and, if required,
inspected for compliance with location, elevation, and flood-proofing standards.

General Permit 22 Emergency Structure Removal Plan: NJDEP will require that the
construction of temporary, seasonal structures related to the tourism industry under General
Permit 22 prepare and provide an Emergency Structure Removal Plan, which shall include: a
detailed description how the structures will be removed including a timeline showing removal can
be accomplished within 24 hours of a Severe Weather Alert; the identity and contact information
of parties responsible for removal and relocation of the structures and proof of agreement for such
services,; a list of equipment that will be needed and confirmation of the responsible parties’
access to such equipment which accounts for competing needs during storm events, and the
location to which structures will be moved.

Accommodations for Renewable Energy Installations: The Submerged Cable rule will be
updated to facilitate wind farm development with standards for the location and installation
method of submerged cables, including the cable burial depth of at least 2 meters deep in
commercial grounds and at least 4 meters deep commercial shipping anchorages. An
alternatives analysis will be required to select the least impactful cable installation methodology,
including jet-plowing or trenching (typically discouraged) versus horizontal directional drilling
(preferred). Wind developers may complete a risk assessment and associated mitigation plan
to deviate from the regulatory standards. Mitigation for shellfish and marine fish habitat
disturbance resulting from installation activities can be accomplished via restoration or
monetary donation to the NJDEP Shellfish Mitigation Fund. Monetary amounts will be
determined based on total area of impact, shellfish density, and commercial value of the
impacted shellfish resource. The Shellfish Habitat rule will be updated to allow for the installation
of submerged cables through shellfish habitat provided mitigation is completed. This allowance
for cable installation within shellfish habitat, which is offset by mitigation, shall demonstrate that
the installation is in the public interest, there is no practical or feasible alternative alignment,
and measures will be implemented to minimize and compensate for impacts to shellfish habitat.
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Submerged Vegetation Habitat Morring Area Standards: The NJDEP will amend its existing
Submerged Vegetation Habitat rule to address construction of noncommercial docks or piers
whereby specific standards will designate a minimum water depth of four feet at mean low water
in the area of the most waterward ten feet of the dock to accommodate boat mooring as opposed
to such depths of the entirety of the mooring area.

Engineered Dunes: With the common practice of beach and dune renourishment projects and
in anticipation of large-scale projects expected to commence in the coastal zone, which shall be
undertaken by state and federal agencies, the Dune rule will be amended to clarify that the
construction of, and on-going presence of, engineered dunes does not deregulate or devalue
natural dune systems. Such dune areas will continue to be protected pursuant to the rule.

Prohibition of Subsurface Utility Lines on Beaches: The Beaches rule will prohibit all
subsurface utility lines on beaches out of a concern that it encourages development, is at risk of
erosional storm damage, and may interfere with beach renourishment and shore protection
projects with the exception of hotels/casinos in Atlantic City. Subsurface utility lines were
previously authorized activities on beaches under the linear development category, and have
proven to be necessary for public health, safety and welfare where such utility placement could
not be accomplished within the existing streetscape of coastal communities.

State Planning Commission Formal Actions Engagement for Subchapter 13 Compliance:
Through Subchapter 13 changes as part of the REAL rule proposal, NJDEP will be formalizing
a process to review the State Planning Commission formal actions and determine consistency
with CAFRA and the Coastal Zone Management Rules and State coastal policy goals. The REAL
rule proposal will extend this review period from 90 to 120 days and include a new proposed
definition for “Formal action by the State Planning Commission”, which means, ‘the approval of
any new or changed Planning Area boundary, community development boundary, any new or
changed site boundary; or the expiration or extension of any new core or node boundary, or any
new or changed critical environmental or changed Planning Area boundary, community
development boundary, any new or changed core or node boundary, or any new or changed
critical environmental site boundary as per N.J.A.C. 5:85-1.1 et seq., which establishes the period
of endorsement to be 10 years.” NJDEP is proposing to include the expiration and extension of
approved boundaries as formal actions even though these actions may be considered passive by
the State Planning Commission. Formal action by the State Planning Commission will trigger
NJDEP to take action to ensure that the State Planning Commission action is consistent with the
coastal goals before implementation (cross acceptance) into the Coastal Zone Management
Rules. The NJDEP will seek to exclude environmentally sensitive areas such as wetlands,
threatened and endangered species habitat, and flood prone areas from a proposed center, core
or node. Where such exclusions are not possible due to the need for contiguous land areas,
NJDEP will designate “CAFRA Critical Environmental Sites”, which will downgrade the prevailing
development intensity within the center, core or node to align with the Environmentally Sensitive
Planning Area limits. NJDEP is creating “CAFRA Critical Environmental Sites” in parallel to
“Critical Environmental Sites” designated by the State Planning Commission and establishing
attendant regulatory restriction for those areas. “Critical Environmental Sites” means an area
generally greater than two acres and less than a square mile depicted on the State Plan Policy
Map, which includes one or more critical environmentally sensitive features located either outside
of a planning area classified as environmentally sensitive by the State Development and
Redevelopment Plan or within designated centers located within such planning areas. NJDEP will
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require more restrictive standards that would supersede the existing center designation
allowances for impervious cover and tree preservation. Impervious cover will be reduced from
a large percentage of total land area to 3% of net land area, and tree preservation will be
increased from a small percentage to 70% tree preservation for forested sites combined with
an additional 5% tree preservation and/or planting for unforested portions of the site. Upon
adoption of the Real rule proposal, some centers, previously adopted by rule, which are not
presently covered by an existing 10-year plan endorsement and cross acceptance will be expired
and the corresponding land areas will revert back to the underlying planning area, with the
exception of Atlantic City.

Nature-Based Solutions for Bank Stabilization and Shore Protection: With the likelihood of
filling along coastal waters to address the design requirements for IRZ and CAFE +1 foot and with
anticipated sea level rise, the NJDEP will adhere to its Coastal Engineering rule and the hierarchy
of stabilization methods whereby by non-structural shore protection and storm damage reduction
measures that allow for the growth of vegetation must be used unless it is demonstrated that use
of non-structural measures is not feasible or practicable. NJDEP will now require all shore
protection applications, not just those receiving federal or state funding, to provide a detailed
alternatives analysis for the proposed design and an analysis of the consequences of proposed
project design to the overall functioning of the natural shoreline sand system. Project designs
shall mimic natural structures for shore protection, shoreline enhancement, and wetland
restoration, and shall use natural features and materials to address flooding and erosion issues
and to create and restore habitat. NJDEP contends that the use of hard structural solutions (i.e.,
bulkheads and seawalls) exacerbate erosional conditions, and are therefore discouraged.
NJDEP will only consider hard structure when proposed as a hybrid design in concert with
nature-based solutions, and only in areas where necessary. An alternatives analysis is required
for design methodology when structural solutions are proposed, even in hybrid designs, which
may include shell bags, rock, and the beneficial reuse of dredged material. Even reconstruction
of an existing bulkhead will require an individual permit accompanied by a full design analysis
and impacts assessment to the overall functioning of the natural shoreline sand system in the
vicinity of the project. Existing general permits for shoreline stabilization and construction of
nature-based solutions will be modified to accommodate expanded project types, remove
prerequisite sponsorship requirements, allow greater flexibility in the footprint of restored
shoreline, but eliminate the use of non-native materials. Projects will require a construction
completion report to summarize the baseline for use in in future years’ assessment of success
metrics and/or the need for supplemental actions to achieve the project goals. General permits
cannot exceed the limit of the mapped tidelands extent but can change the shape of the restored
shoreline landward of the tidelands limit. Individual permits can exceed the tidelands mapped
limit area so long as it can be justified via minimization of impact and overall benefit of the
project to the natural system. Additionally, a new general permit for nature-based solution
research projects will be proffered but only for use by selected entities approved to test
developing nature-based technologies.
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REAL Rule Proposal integration into the Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act Rules
(N.J.A.C. 7:7A)

“Major Development” Stormwater Management Expanded Applicability: The REAL rule
proposal will expand the applicability of “major development” for NJDEP stormwater
management review to include any project which results in “major development” (i.e.,
disturbance of 1 or more acres of land, or creation of 0.25 or more acres of impervious surface,
or creation of 0.25 or more acres of motor vehicle surface, or reconstruction of 0.25 or more
acres of motor vehicle surface or impervious surface) and for which a Freshwater Wetlands
permit application is required irrespective of whether that the disturbance or impervious cover
is located in wetlands or transition area.

Freshwater Wetland Disturbance Minimization and Proposed Activity Justification: NJDEP
will require that applicants justify all proposed wetlands impacts, even for General Permit
authorizations, as being necessary for conducting a project regardless of available disturbance
threshold limits. Project design must minimize impacts and maximize protections to wetlands
resources and demonstrate that there is no other practical on-site configuration that would avoid
or reduce impacts to wetlands or State open waters.

Horizontal Directional Drilling as a Regulated Activity: The NJDEP will no longer provide
an exemption for horizontal directional drilling under General Permit 2 for underground utility
lines. Instead, this technology, which was developed in large part to avoid disturbances to
sensitive areas, will now require a full permit application review under the REAL rule proposal.

Transition Area Restoration Requirements for Special Activity Waivers and Transition
Area Waiver Expanded Minimum Setback: As part of approvals for Special Activity Transition
Area Waivers, NJDEP will require the removal of existing impervious surfaces where practicable
within 25 feet of the wetlands and restoration of vegetation closest to the wetlands where reuse
and redevelopment of existing disturbed transition area is proposed. Additionally, as part of
Transition Area Waivers for Buffer Averaging, a 25-foot minimum setback will be required from
wetlands whereas 10 feet is currently permitted. NJDEP will require that all modified transition
areas to be protected by conservation restriction, not just expanded transition areas.

Climate Change Sensitivity for Mitigation Project Design: Under the REAL rule proposal,
mitigation projects must be designed to account for the effects of climate change. Proposed
locations, topography, species selection, hydrology, etc. must consider and design for
anticipated future conditions including changes in precipitation patterns, fluctuations in
groundwater, erosional risk areas, likelihood of tidal inundation, etc.
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REAL Rule Proposal integration into the Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:13)

Repeal of Riparian Zone Disturbance Exemption within a Truncated Portion of a Riparian
Zone: NJDEP will remove the existing exemption for riparian zone disturbance within a
truncated portion of a riparian zone where an existing railroad or roadway separates the feature
from the waterway and no direct discharge of stormwater into waterway occurs in order to
provide greater protections to riparian zone vegetation and improve water quality.

Expansion of Riparian Zones: The REAL rule proposal establishes riparian zones in new
locations, including along human-made channels less than 50 acres of drainage for protection of
vegetation and enhanced water quality. Riparian zones will be required on all naturally occurring
waters within a discernible channel (i.e., bed and bank) regardless of drainage area or surface
connectivity. Additionally, riparian zones will be newly established along the non-oceanfront side of
barrier islands to improve water quality and provide greater protections to back bays, yet
redevelopment of existing disturbed areas will continue to be allowed within limits.

Riparian Zone Expansion for Critically Dependent Listed Species: NJDEP will apply a 150-
foot riparian zones to waters flowing through a flood hazard area which is designated for
critically dependent listed species in the floodplain, not just the species connected to the
waterway itself.

Mandatory Setback of 25-feet: NJDEP will restrict the limits of construction establishing a 25-
foot minimum setback from any top of bulkhead, retaining wall, revetment, or top of bank.

Repeal of Existing General Permits for In-kind Replacement of Bridges and Culverts: The
REAL rule proposal will repeal the existing general permitting pathway for in-kind replacement
of bridges and culverts because NJDEP wants to improve the condition and future resilience of
existing infrastructure and sensitivity to listed species. Therefore, future bridge and culvert
replacements will require individual permits and an associated analysis of listed species and
habitat impacts, low flow aquatic passage, flood volume design evaluation, and a
comprehensive engineering assessment of alternatives.

Horizontal Directional Drilling as a Regulated Activity: The NJDEP will no longer authorize
horizontal directional drilling under Permit-by Rule 36 for underground utility lines. Instead, this
technology, which was developed in large part to avoid disturbances to sensitive areas, will now
require a full General Permit 12 application review under the REAL rule proposal.

Floodproofing and Areas below the CAFE + 1 foot: Commercial and industrial buildings
located in the CAFE can be elevated, similarly to residential buildings or floodproofed, or both.
Habitable areas for all buildings must be designed to keep water out of buildings via dry
floodproofing measures. Enclosed areas below the lowest floor can be wet floodproofed (e.g.,
crawl space with flood vents) whereby water may temporarily enter the building to balance
hydrostatic pressure. In Coastal A Zones and V Zones, no permanent enclosures are permitted
below CAFE +1 foot; however, areas below the lowest floor can be used for parking, building
access, and limited storage areas. A short form Risk Acknowledgement will be required as part
of application submission to be incorporated into NJDEP decision documents such that formal
notice is permanently attached to the title of ownership.
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Tidal and Fluvial Flood Hazard Areas Overlap: The addition of flood design height via the IRZ
and CAFE results in areas where an overlap exists between tidal and fluvial flood hazard areas.
Floodplain hydrology is driven by stormwater runoff into the fluvial flood hazard area and then
coupled with tidal flooding from back bay systems as part of the tidal flood hazard area.

Graphic Except: NJDEP REAL Webinar 1: Sea Level Rise & Inundation Risk Zone, May 20, 2024

Fluvial Flood Storage Displacement Evaluation: Where fluvial flood hazard areas exist,
including locations of fluvial and tidal overlap, net fill mitigation analysis will require 3 separate net
fill evalautions, one “slice” for the area below the 10-year flood limit, one “slice’for the area
between the 10-year flood limit and the design flood elevation, and now a third “slice” for the area
between the 100-year flood limit and the CAFE. Where net fill evalaution “slices” are determined
to be tidal, no net fill mitigation is required

Channel

Three “slices” — Three sets of calculations

Graphic Excerpt: NJDEP REAL Webinar 1: Sea Level Rise & Inundation Risk Zone, May 20, 2024

Dry Access to Buildings during Flood Events: NJDEP will issue individual permits to construct
critical buildings, multi-residence buildings, and two or more single-family homes or duplexes or the
conversion of any building into these uses only if the building is served by a roadway with a travel
surface above the CAFE and is of adequate size and capacity to provide two-way traffic to and from
the building for the duration fo the flood. The exception is for a building that is located in a tidal flood
hazard area, not overlapped by fluvial flooding, infeasibility to raise the roadway surface can be
demonstrated, and the property is covered by a deed notice which reports the extent to which flooding
will impact access to the site. Construction or reconstruction of a road or parking area in fluvial of
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fluvial todal overlap flood hazard areas which serves a critical buildings, multi-residence buildings,
and two or more single-family homes or duplexes must have a travel surface above the CAFE unless
there is an alternate roadway which is at least one foot above the CAFE and which is of adequate
size and capacity to provide two-way traffic to and from the building for the duration fo the flood.
Roadways, railroads, parking areas, and airport runways and taxiways must be constructed above
the CAFE +1 foot or as close as possible after having demonstrated that that strict compliance cannot
be achieved due to prohibitively high construction costs, resultant design which necessiates excessive
volumes of fill that exceed the flood storage displacement limits, resultant design that does not meet
transportation safety, design and access standards, or that would generate unavoidable adverse
environmental impacts, or that exacerbates flooding, all of which must be certified by an NJ-licensed
P.E. New or reconstructed roadways or expanded sections of roadways or parking areas which are
located below CAFE +1 foot shall include permanent signage ideintifying the risk of flooding. Where
road raising requires filling of wetlands, ratios remain the same but IRZ compliance can be used as a
reason to fill wetlands for public purposes; however, mitigation is neither waived or reduced.

Reduction of Available Riparian Zone Disturbance Thresholds and Climate Change
Sensitivity for Mitigation Project Design: NJDEP will reduce the current available riparian
zone disturbance thresholds, which increases likelihood of mitigation requirements to offset
disturbance. An assigned 50-foot riparian zone will be limited to 4,356 SF and a 150-foot
riparian zone will be limited to 2,000 SF (individually or cumulatively for each). Disturbance in
excess of these area thresholds will require mitigation, and such projects must now account for
the effects of climate change. Under the REAL rule proposal, mitigation projects must be
designed to account for the effects of climate change. Proposed locations, topography, species
selection, hydrology, etc. must consider and design for anticipated future conditions including
changes in precipitation patterns, fluctuations in groundwater, erosional risk areas, likelihood of
tidal inundation, etc. Additionally, NJDEP will standardize fixed mitigation ratios as being 1:1 for
creation, 2:1 for restoration, and 3:1 for enhancement without the possibility of adjustment
downward even when a lesser ratio would provide equal ecological function and value.

Requirements for Regulated Activities in a FEMA-adopted Regulatory Floodway and/or FEMA -
adopted Special Flood Hazard Area: Under the REAL rule proposal, before a person undertakes
an activity authorized under a permit-by-registration, and prior to the Department issuing an
authorization under a general permit-by-certification or general permit, the registrant or applicant must
take certain actions. First, where activities are proposed within a FEMA-adopted regulatory floodway,
and the activities would result in “no net increase” to the 100-year flood elevation, the registrant or
applicant must provide an engineering certification to the local floodplain administrator having
jurisdiction over the site confirming that the project will meet FEMA's no rise criteria. This is important
to ensure that development within and adjacent to delineated floodways does not exacerbate flooding.
Second, where activities are proposed within a FEMA-adopted regulatory floodway, which would
result in a net increase to the 100-year flood elevation, the registrant or applicant must apply for and
obtain a Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) from FEMA. In both scenarios, a “net increase”
in the flood elevation is equated with any anticipated change in the water surface profile of greater
than 0.00 feet. A third scenario exists in which activities are proposed within a FEMA-adopted special
flood hazard area that does not include mapping of the regulatory floodway. In this case, if a project,
when combined with all other existing and anticipated development within the flood hazard area,
would result in a cumulative increase of greater than 0.20 feet in the 100-year flood elevation, the
registrant or applicant shall apply for and obtain a CLOMR from FEMA.
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REAL Rule Proposal integration into the Stormwater Management Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:8)

Regulatory changes are in reaction to NJDEP-accepted climate science which indicates that over
the last 50 years, storms that resulted in extreme rain increased by 71% in New Jersey, which is
a faster rate of increase than anywhere else in the United States (Huang et al., 2017). Stormwater
management facilities that were originally designed based on historical rainfall patterns will
become increasingly unable to manage future storm events thereby increasing the risk of flooding
to the surrounding community. The goal is to decrease stormwater volume and improve pollutant
removal in stormwater, and the REAL rule will have additional benefits such as reducing combined
sewer overflow incidents and improving water quality throughout the State.

“Major Development” Stormwater Management Expanded Applicability and Municipal
Compliance: The REAL rule proposal will expand the applicability of “major development” for
NJDEP stormwater management review to include any project which results in “major
development” (i.e., disturbance of 1 or more acres of land since February 2, 2004, or creation
of 0.25 or more acres of impervious surface since February 2, 2004, or creation of 0.25 or more
acres of motor vehicle surface since March 2, 2021, or reconstruction of 0.25 or more acres of
motor vehicle surface or impervious surface since the effective date of the REAL rule adoption,
or any combination of the 0.25 or more acre categories above). Additionally, municipalities will
be required to change their ordinances within 1 year of the REAL rule adoption, as applicable,
to match the NJDEP definition of major development. Reconstruction means the replacement,
rebuilding or restoration of a lawfully existing structure, which does constitute a disturbance that
counts towards “major development”.

Water Quality Treatment for Motor Vehicle Surface: Redevelopment, which triggers “major
development”, requires water quality treatment for motor vehicle surfaces even if there is not a
net increase of % acre. NJDEP's stated goal is to undo impairments due to historic development
where there is an opportunity to overhaul and bring former facilities into compliance with current
standards. The REAL rule proposal intends to address environmental justice concerns for
overburdened communities with degraded water quality and unmanaged stormwater runoff.

Disturbance Definition Clarified for the Purposes of Available Exemptions: In amending the
definition of “disturbance”, NJDEP will clarify certain maintenance/repair activities, which are not
subject to the Stormwater Management Rules and which neither constitute disturbance nor count
towards “major development”, and include: milling and repaving, and patching broken pavement;
repairing or replacing sidewalks, median barriers, curbs, inlets, and guiderails; repairing or
replacing traffic, utility and ITS structures on poles, such as overhead signage and traffic signals;
geotechnical and archeological investigation activities; installation of one or more monitoring
wells; construction of a gauge, weir, or similar device; and removal of accumulated sediment and
debris from a channel.

Climate Resilience for Regional Stormwater Management Planning Area and Municipal
Stormwater Management Plan and Elements: NJDEP will require the planning agencies of
local units of government to address climate resilience by evaluating climate change impacts of
stormwater management including sea level rise, increased flooding frequency, and increased
extent and intensity of rainfall as part of their own plans. Additionally, local units of government
will be required to identify areas and infrastructure which are vulnerable to sea level rise and
flooding and establish measures including green infrastructure to mitigate these impacts.
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Revegetation of Temporarily Disturbed Areas: NJDEP will require that development projects
which are exempt from groundwater recharge, stormwater runoff quality, and stormwater runoff
quantity must revegetate temporarily disturbed areas upon completion of the project, specifically
those projects which include the construction, reconstruction or repair of underground or above
ground utility lines or cables and its ancillary infrastructure, or the construction, reconstruction or
repair of pedestrian walkways, the maintenance of dams, or public safety improvements
undertaken by a public transportation entity (e.g., installation of guiderail systems, impact
attenuators, pole-mounted traffic sign or utilities, railroad signaling systems, rockfall mitigation
activities).

95%TSS Removal Rate for Linked Discharges to Category-One Waters and Tributaries:
NJDEP will require projects, which discharge into a conveyance outside of the 300-foot riparian
zone but one that ultimately discharges into Category One waters, to meet the TSS removal rate
at 95% for discharge along Category-One waters and tributaries just the same as though the
linkage was located within the 300-foot riparian zone.

80% TSS Removal Rate for Public Transportation Entities: NJDEP will afford public
transportation entities flexibility when achieving 80% TSS removal is not practicable provided the
public transportation entity demonstrates that achieving 80% TSS removal for a public roadway
project would require acquisition of developed or otherwise encumbered land outside of the
entity’s existing right-of-way along the section of roadway being improved or constructed. The
public transportation entity shall instead provide water quality treatment to the maximum extent
practicable, with a minimum water quality treatment standard of 50%t TSS removal for all new
and reconstructed motor vehicle surfaces.

Additional Measures to Address TMDLs: For municipalities located in a watershed that has
established, approved, or adopted Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDLs), the REAL rule proposal
requires that major developments incorporate additional measures to address the established,
approved, or adopted TMDLs. The TMDL represents the assimilative or carrying capacity of a
waterbody, taking into consideration point and nonpoint sources of pollutants, natural background
levels of pollutants, and surface water withdrawals. A TMDL quantifies the amount of a pollutant
a waterbody can accommodate without violating water quality standards. Additionally, it allocates
that loading capacity to known point sources in the form of Waste Load Allocations (WLAs) and
to nonpoint sources in the form of Load Allocations (LAs) and includes a margin of safety and
optional consideration for reserve capacity.

Reduction of Runoff Volumes: NJDEP will require projects to demonstrate compliance with
Stormwater Runoff Quantity Standards by requiring reduction of runoff volumes to ensure a
portion of stormwater volume (particularly in more frequent, smaller storm events) will not be
discharged offsite and instead addressed by on-site design adjustments. NJDEP asserts that this
will help reduce local and regional flooding. Where volumetric reduction of runoff onsite is
demonstrated to be technically impracticable, an applicant can instead remove existing
impervious surfaces within the same HUC 14.
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Inundation Risk Zone Required Analysis

Impact Assessment of Potential Permanent or Daily Inundation (establishes pertinent

elevation data affecting development activity)

MHHW elevation nearest the site

Minimum amount of inundation that would cause the lowest portions of the site to be
inundated on a regular basis (i.e., daily or seasonal tides)

Maximum depth of inundation on the site

Minimum amounts of inundation that would cause the lowest portion of the primary
roadway providing regular or emergent access to the site to be inundated daily
Maximum depth of inundation on the roadway providing access to the site

Impact Assessment of Inundation Risk (analyzes the potential adverse impacts of

inundation on the site of the regulated activity)

Inventory injury to, or loss of life of, people inhabiting or relying upon the subject
building or infrastructure due to inundation, including the risk that individuals may
become isolated from evacuation routes.

Damage to, or loss of use of, the subject building or infrastructure due to inundation,
including the potential for disruption of public transportation, government services, or
commerce.

Increases in short- and long-term costs due to inundation, such as potential costs
associated with evacuation, storm response and recovery, including the potential costs
of operation, maintenance, repair, replacement, reconstruction, demolition, and
removal of structures.

Alternatives Analysis (demonstrates the use of all reasonable measures for accomplishing

the project and avoiding/reducing adverse impacts on public health, safety, and welfare,
and the environment)

Alteration of on-site topography to reduce or eliminate inundation of the project but not
in @ manner that would adversely impact adjoining properties.

Alternative on-site configurations that reduce or eliminate inundation of the project,
such as locating as much of the project as practicable outside the inundation risk zone
or upon portions of site where less inundation is anticipated.

For buildings designated as Flood Design Class 4, and critical infrastructure, the
applicant demonstrates that there are no practicable alternative off-site locations to
accomplish the purpose of the proposed regulated activity that would meet the
requirements of this section.

Facility Types

Residential Buildings are very likely to be occupied during flooding events and
therefore need to account for resiliency via planning and construction

Critical Buildings are ASCE Flood Design Class 3 and 4 buildings include schools,
fire and police stations, medical facilities, correctional facilities, power-generating
stations, critical aviation facilities, etc. (i.e., facilities likely to be occupied during
flooding events) and important for recovery after storm events.
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e Critical Infrastructure are community assets necessary for emergency response and
recovery during and after a flood, or that pose a risk to public health, safety, and
welfare should they be damaged or unable to perform intended functions.

¢ Residential Building Exception: for repair and maintenance activities that do not alter
the building height, footprint or habitable area

e Facility Exemptions for: commercial, recreational, entertainment, hospitality and
gaming

e Transportation infrastructure Exception: for minor drainage improvements of
stormwater collection where no changes to the road surface or elevation is
necessary, for safety or state of good repair improvements, public transportation
projects having reached a milestone of progress which protects it from rule changes

FEMA Flood Zones and Related Terms Graphic
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Graphic Excerpt: NJDEP REAL Webinar 1: Sea Level Rise & Inundation Risk Zone, May 20, 2024
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CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY
NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION NO. 138  (2024)
AUTHORIZING REFUND OF VARIOUS RECREATION REGISTRATIONS

WHEREAS, the City of Sea Isle City received payment for a Recreation Registration; and
WHEREAS, from time to time, the City is required to refund payments as approved by the Department Heads.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Sea Isle City, New Jersey,
that the following refunds shall be made:

Name of Registrant Registration Fee to Be Refunded

Anthony Crisafulli $25
2111 Chestnut Lane
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

Nikos Carroll $25
155 Chesapeake Dr
Shelburne, VT 05482

Anthony Cimabue $150
220 Wickford Rd

Havertown, PA 19083

Aiden Tracey $150
10 JFK Blvd

Sea Isle City, NJ 08243

Stephen Galazin $150
305 Hulmeville Ave.

Langhorn, PA 19047

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be filed with the Chief Financial Officer.

William Kehner, Council President

Recorded Vote:

Council Yes [No |Abstain [Absent Moved [Second
Edwardi
Feeley

Gibson
Kehner
Tighe

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Sea
Isle City, New Jersey, at the regular meeting held on Tuesday, July 23, 2024.

Shannon D. Romano, Municipal Clerk



CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY
NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION NO. 139 (2024)

AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT
FOR CONSTRUCTION PERMIT

WHEREAS, the Construction Official has notified the City Clerk of an over payment for a construction
permit; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Sea Isle City, County of Cape
May, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized and directed to make
the following refund:

Refund To: Wild Colonial Boys, LLC for 18 42™ Street Amount: $939

Name & Address:

Wild Colonial Boys, LLC
303 45™ Place

Sea Isle City, NJ 08243

Permit Numbers:
24-233 $164
24-234 $184
24-235 $197
24-236 $197
24-237 $197

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately and a copy
of this resolution be forwarded to the Chief Financial Officer.

William Kehner, Council President
Recorded Vote:

Council Yes | No | Abstain | Absent Moved Second

Kehner

Feeley

Edwardi

Gibson

Tighe

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City Council of the City of
Sea Isle City, New Jersey, at the regular meeting held on Tuesday, July 23, 2024.

Shannon Romano, Municipal Clerk



