Town of Pollocksville
Regular Meeting 
May 14, 2019

Present:	 James V Bender – Mayor 				Guest List: Attached 
		Ellis Banks – Commissioner 
		Sherry Henderson – Commissioner 
		Nancy Barbee  – Commissioner 
		Mike Duffy – Commissioner 
		
David Baxter – Attorney 
Amanda Howard – Town Clerk & Tax Collector 



The Board of Commissioners for the Town of Pollocksville held its regular scheduled meeting on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at 7:00pm at the Pollocksville Temporary Town Hall. Mayor Bender called meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. The agenda was adopted as amended with a motion made by Commissioner Henderson and seconded by Commissioner Duffy. All were in favor. 

Public Comment – Alice Strayhorn commented on her drainage issues at her home. Mayor Bender commented that County Manager Franky Howard was aware of the situation and that it was being turned over to the Department of Transportation. The Mayor is in discussion with the county on drainage issues. 
Tamara Church provided in depth detail of a proposed Skateboard Park for the Town of Pollocksville. Ms. Church requested that the Town consider donating town property located at the water tower for this purpose. 
Motion made to allow  Trent bridge Development to use their funding and resources to conduct soil core samples to determine if the property located at 114 County Rd 1339 is viable for the use of skateboard park made by Commissioner Barbee, seconded by Commissioner Duffy. All were in favor. 
This motion would allow the town to have an in depth discussion once they know if the property is viable for this purpose. 

Motion to approve minutes from the Special Meeting dated April 9, 2019 and Regular Meeting April 9, 2019 made by Commissioner Henderson, seconded by Commissioner Duffy. All were in favor. 


Mayor’s Report 
· Backhoe insurance documents have been received and signed to accept $19500.00 from the NC League of Municipalities. 
· The Town has received an additional $1400 from NC League insurance for the Picnic Shelter located at the river front park. Commissioner Duffy has volunteered to obtain quotes to repair the damages of the picnic shelter. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Town has received an additional $35,000.00 from Flood Insurance for mold remediation and clean-up of the Depot/Town Hall. 
· The Town has made its first transfer from the NCORR grant to cover Water/Sewer Dept Payments. This transfer has replaced three payments for the water tank contract and the remainder was used for the USDA loans. 
· The Mayor contacted the NCORR about zero interest loans and he was informed that those funds have been exhausted. They are working with the legislators for additional funding. 
· The town is still waiting on the $90,000.00 from the NC Revitalization grant. All paperwork has been submitted.  
· The FEMA process continues. No determination about funding has been decided on.  
· [bookmark: _Hlk2858438]Mayor has been in contact with Post Office representatives they are waiting on approval of funds. The Mayor also reached out to his contacts with the senate and they reported the following: “Officials in our department have reported that the landlord has not yet signed the lease but the signing is anticipated by the end of the month. Construction efforts will begin within 90 days of the signing and will take an estimated three months to complete the restoration.” This information has been forwarded to the property owner. 
· The Mayor has spoken to Hillary Sherman who is the North Carolina Representative with the United States Economic Development Administration. Ms. Sherman is anticipating an individual being assigned to the Town of Pollocksville as a recovery representative. They will assist in ensuring that the town is headed in the right direction in our recovery efforts. 
· Duke Energy grant is still being worked on, two potential projects will be an emergency ROBO call system and the second will be storm water plan. The Mayor is proposing a two part request to Duke, the deadline for this grant is June 15, 2019. The Mayor will have more details at the June meeting. 
· The Town will be applying for another Neighborhood Revitalization grant of $750,000.00, since the previous grant was not funded. Mike Barnett has informed the Mayor that there is a new grant that he will assist the Town in applying for. 

Public Works
· Commissioner Duffy reported that a used backhoe has been found for the town to purchase. It is a 1999 CAT Backhoe in very good condition. The amount of the backhoe is $25,000.00. 

Motion made to purchase the 1999 CAT Backhoe for the town of Pollocksville in the amount of $25,000.00 made by Commissioner Henderson, seconded by Commissioner Barbee. All were in favor. 
· Mayor Bender reported that Tony Hawkins has given the Town his notice of resignation. A water/sewer operator needs to be found. Mayor Bender has been in touch with numerous companies to inquire on potential operators. Commissioner Henderson suggested that the Town contact former public works employee Johnny Chadwick. 

Finance Officer 
· Financial Reports were provided to the Board. 
· Mayor Bender proposed a Special Budget Meeting on Tuesday, May 28, 2019 with the possibility of a second meeting (if needed) on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 and a Public Budget Hearing on June 11, 2019. Motion to approve dates made by Commissioner Henderson, seconded by Commissioner Barbee. All in favor. 
· Due to the Town being unable to complete an audit due to the storm. The state will allow the auditors will issue a Disclaimer of Opinion.  

Town Clerk and Tax Collector
· Town Clerk requested the Town adopt a Resolution to have absentee voting for the Town of Pollocksville due to individuals being displaced due to the storm. Additional cost is approximately $300.
Motion made to reinstate Absentee Voting for the Town of Pollocksville made by Commissioner Henderson, seconded by Commissioner Banks. All in favor. 

Beautification 
· Downtown Strong met with the Town on May 11, 2019. They plan to hire a representative to complete a façade plan for six of the Town Historical buildings. 
· Discussion was had to have John Wood from the Historical society to conduct a workshop and informational session about historical homes and tax credits home owners may be eligible for. 
· Grading work has been completed in the Downtown Area from the Post Office to Kitty’s Corner. 
· The Town did receive a quote for street signs. They will be obtaining additional quotes. 
· Commissioner Barbee discussed the service station on Main Street. Commissioner Barbee has requested that the Town take on action of buying this property. 
Motion made to made to start the process of purchasing 116 Main Street, the first step will be to make an offer to purchase of $5000.00 and or other avenues to dispose of this property made by Commissioner Barbee, seconded by Commissioner Henderson. All were in favor. 
· Façade drawings will be completed by Mauer Architects of Raleigh with no cost to the Town. They will complete 6 drawings. 

Planning and Zoning – None 

Public Safety 
· Commissioner Henderson met with Jones County Sheriff Danny Heath to discuss next year’s contract. The Sheriff’s Department has agreed to go under contract with the Town of Pollocksville for Fiscal year 2019-2020. The only modification to the contract was the removal of the cell phone. 
· Deputy Chitwood will be replaced by another officer. This Officer will be an overall better fit for the Town and its needs. 
· Traffic issues were discussed with the Sheriff. The Sheriff’s Office will be writing tickets for all violators. 
Motion made to adopt the Sheriff Department contract for fiscal year 2019-2020, with modification of removing the cell phone provided to the deputy made by Commissioner Henderson, seconded by Commissioner Barbee. All were in favor. 

Attorney – None 

Unfinished Business – 

· Eastern Carolina Broadband – They have received the Grant needed for Broadband Services. Mayor Bender asked the board if they would like to reconsider the Eastern Carolina Broadband Contract. Board members collectively decided that they would prefer to wait to see other municipalities using this service before our Town makes a decision. 

Announcements – 
· Budget workshop will be held May 28, 2019. 
· Committees of 100 meeting will be held on May 30, 2019 at the Jones County Civic Center. 
· Jones County Relay for Life will be held at Jones Sr High School on Friday, May 17, 2019. 

Commissioner Henderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Barbee.  All were in favor. 

Respectfully Submitted



							Amanda Howard – Town Clerk 

__________________________________
Date Approved

