
Town of Onondaga 
Special Town Board Meeting Minutes 

August 22, 2022 
 

 
 
 The Town Board of the Town of Onondaga held a Special Town Board Meeting 
at 5:00 p.m. on Monday August 22, 2022 at the Town of Onondaga Town Hall, 5020 Ball 
Road, Syracuse, New York. 
 
Present:  Supervisor   John P. Mahar 
   Councilor   Lisa M. Goodwin 
   Councilor    Mary K. Ryan 
   Councilor   John Wheatley 
Excused:  Councilor   Kathy Fedrizzi 
 
   Town Clerk   Janet Hillery 
   Town Attorney  Nadine Bell 
 
 
 

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 
  
 The following resolution was offered by Councilor Goodwin and seconded by 
Councilor Ryan to wit: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Onondaga Town Board authorize the road 
closure between 4392 Barford Rd. and 4941 Albart Drive on Saturday September 10, 
2022 from 12:00 – 5:00 PM for a block party.   
 
 The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, 
and the vote was as follows: 
 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  Mary K. Ryan  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi  --------  ----- 
  Councilor  John Wheatley  Voted  Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar  Voted  Yes 
 
  The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared and duly adopted. 
 
 
Open Discussion Pertaining to the Sentinel Heights Fire Department 
 

Supervisor Mahar began by stating that discussions have taken place for over a 
year about dissolving the Sentinel Heights Fire Department and dividing its district 
between the Nedrow and Southwood Fire Departments.  All three of the Fire 
Departments had members in attendance representing their departments.  The purpose 
of the meeting was to determine the best plan going forward, abiding by all legal 
requirements while best serving the residents of the three represented fire protection 
districts.  Supervisor Mahar acknowledged that the Town is proceeding on the premise 
that the Sentinel Heights Volunteer Fire Department contract with the Town of 
Onondaga will not be renewed in 2023.  

 
Town Attorney Nadine Bell was present and clarified that the Town is addressing 

the dissolution of the Sentinel Heights Fire Protection District only, not the 
dissolution of the corporate structure that provides fire protection services.  She stated 
that the Town is not involved with the dissolution of the corporate structure.  Attorney 
Bell discussed the possible ways to achieve the dissolution of the fire protection district, 
explaining that the Sentinel Heights Fire Protection District may be dissolved while 
simultaneously expanding the two adjoining Fire Protection Districts – Nedrow and 
Southwood, however notice and a public hearing is required.  In order to develop a plan 
moving forward, It is important to agree upon timing, the appropriation of assets, and 
the creation of new district lines.   
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 Supervisor Mahar and Attorney Bell noted that since the changes would be made 
to three districts, several public hearings will need to be held, but the changes can be 
accomplished during the same meeting.   
 
 President Tom Bouvia of the Southwood Fire Department asked what happens if 
the proposed budgets for each fire protection district have already been submitted.   
Supervisor Mahar acknowledged that the budgets would change.   He recommended 
the dissolution of the Sentinel Heights Fire Protection District and the expansion of the 
Nedrow and Southwood Fire Protection Districts should be done before the Town Board 
holds the public hearing on the budgets for fire protection services.  To accomplish this, 
the first task is to establish the new district lines for Nedrow and Southwood Fire 
Protection Districts, and to consult with the Town Assessor to confirm taxes will not 
increase.  It is anticipated that the residents in Sentinel Heights District who are made 
part of the Southwood district will see a dramatic decrease in taxes and those 
resisidents in the Nedrow District will see a slight decrease.   
 
 Tom Bouvia asked Sentinel Heights Fire Chief, Melissa Abend, whether or not the 
Sentinel Heights Volunteer Fire Department were in favor on the proposed change.  She 
replied that the Department took a vote, and the outcome confirmed the members favored 
moving forward in this manner.   She confirmed that the Department would remain active 
until the Town does not renew their contract. 
 
 Chief Melissa Abend confirmed that the Sentinel Heights Fire Department has 
consulted legal counsel and begun the process of the corporate dissolution.  It was 
further confirmed that, to date, the departments from the Nedrow, Southwood and 
Sentinel Heights Fire Protection Districts had not engaged in any discussions to 
determine new district boundaries. 
 
 Deputy Supervisor Tom Andino stated that it was the hope of the Town that, at 
tonight’s meeting, district lines would be discussed between the departments. Fire Chief 
Melissa Abend recommended how best to divide the Sentinel Heights Fire Protection 
District. Supervisor Mahar stated that Dan Wears of the Onondaga County Emergency 
Management is willing to provide maps and response times and to assist in the process.   
 
 Deputy Supervisor Andino asked the Southwood President Tom Bouvia and Fire 
Chief Bob Naugle for their opinion, both of whom indicated that their District will support 
the decision if it was in the best interests of the residents of those districts.  With regard 
to district boundaries, again, they will support whatever makes the most sense.  
Supervisor Mahar suggested Dan Wears check the lines drawn and response/drive 
times.  Deputy Supervisor Andino stated that once everyone agrees on the new district 
lines, the Town Engineer will redraw the boundaries for both the Southwood Fire 
Protection and the Nedrow Fire Protection District. 
 
 Attorney Bell confirmed that the Town Board can initiate the dissolution of the 
Sentinel Heights Fire Protection District and the extensions of the Southwood and 
Nedrow Fire Protection Districts.  Deputy Supervisor Tom Andino stated that once that 
is done, the assessor can determine the change in assessed valuation, as we move into 
new contracts for 2023.  He also stated that the contracts with the volunteer fire 
departments must be filed by the end of October by the Town Board, and the public 
hearing for the contracts is always held the Thursday after the election.   Attorney Bell 
stated that once the decision has been made to dissolve the Sentinel Heights Fire 
District, a domino effect of timelines is set into motion, and explained that five business 
days after the resolution is adopted to dissolve the Sentinel Heights Fire Protection 
District, the Town Board has to display the plan and arrange for a public hearing.  The 
public hearing must be held 35-90 days after the adoption of the resolution.  The 
complete process must be completed within 180 days. 
    
 Chief Abend suggested reviewing Google maps to aid in determining drive times, 
and logical lines to be drawn.  Deputy Andino and Supervisor Mahar shared that it is the 
objective of the Town Board to maintain the overall Town budget, and any increase 
would be within the typical increase already planned for.  The budgets for the Fire 
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Departments will change as the assessed valuation changes. Money that would 
normally be paid to Sentinel Heights would then be directed to the Nedrow and 
Southwood Departments.  The distribution of funds will not be known until the new 
boundary lines are determined.   
 
 The Town Board and members of the fire departments examined maps and 
discussed drive times, routes, and logical boundary lines.    
     

Taunton Fire Department President Erik Swanson asked how the idea to 
combine districts came about.  Supervisor Mahar stated that discussions have been 
taking place for over a year.  Former Town Supervisor Tom Andino had met with 
Sentinel Heights Volunteer Fire Department and reviewed call volume and responses.  
For a seven month period volume was monitored.  The Town expressed concern over 
the very low call volume and of the nine members of the Sentinel Heights Volunteer Fire 
Department, only four lived in the Sentinel Heights Fire Protection District making it hard 
to respond to calls.  Consequently, the Southwood and Nedrow Fire Departments are 
currently covering a majority of the calls. 

Attorney Bell discussed the requirements from a timing perspective and the 
following timeline was determined:  Special Town Board Meeting 9/7/22 - introduce 
the dissolution plan and schedule public hearings for the dissolution of the Sentinel 
Heights Fire Protection District and the extension of the Nedrow and Southwood Fire 
Protection Districts;  Regular Town Board Meeting 10/17/22 – Public Hearings to 
dissolve Sentinel Heights Fire Protection District and expand Nedrow and Southwood 
Fire Protection Districts. 

 In order to prepare the boundaries before the 9/7/22 Town Board meeting, it was 
suggested that the Town Engineer and Town Assessor be consulted.  The Public 
Hearing on the contracts for the fire protection districts will be 11/10/2022.   

 Supervisor Mahar stated that he and the Town Board are confident that this 
consolidation is in the best interest of the residents in all three districts, and that this is 
the most logical response to this issue. 

  

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 
  
 The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Mahar and seconded by 
Councilor Goodwin to wit: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that there being no further business to come before the Town 
of Onondaga Town Board, the Special Town Board Meeting be adjourned.   
 
 The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, 
and the vote was as follows: 
 
   
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  Mary K. Ryan  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley  Voted  Yes  
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi  --------  ----- 
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar  Voted  Yes 
 
  The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared and duly adopted. 
 

The Special Town Board Meeting adjourned at 5:47 p.m. 
 

 


