
Town Board Meeting Minutes 
Town of Onondaga 
October 17, 2022 

 
 
 The Town Board of the Town of Onondaga met at a regular meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Monday 
October 17, 2022 at the Town of Onondaga Town Hall, 5020 Ball Road, Syracuse, New York. 
 
Present:  Supervisor   John P. Mahar 
   Councilor   Kathy Fedrizzi 
   Councilor    Mary K. Ryan 
   Councilor   John Wheatley 
Excused:  Councilor   Lisa M. Goodwin 
 
   Town Clerk   Janet Hillery 
   Town Attorney  Nadine Bell 
   Town Engineer  Bill Perrine 
 
 
 
1.  Highway Superintendent’s Report 
 
 Highway Superintendent John Smith was present and reported that they are finishing up the 
Fall cleanup and everything is going well.  Mr. Smith also reported that his seasonal winter employee 
has left the position and would like approval to hire Kevin Keller. 
 
 

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 
 

  
 The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Mahar and seconded by Councilor 
Wheatley to wit: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Onondaga Town Board authorize the hiring of Kevin 
Keller as Town of Onondaga Seasonal Highway employee beginning 11/14/22 through 4/10/22, 
depending on snowfall amounts, at a rate of $19.13/hour. 
 
 
 The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and the vote 
was as follows: 
 
   
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  --------  ------ 
  Councilor  Mary K. Ryan  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley  Voted  Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar  Voted  Yes 
 
  The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared and duly adopted. 
 
 
2.  Parks and Recreation Director’s Report 
 
 Parks and Recreation Director Charry Lawson was present and stated that she had nothing 
new to report. 
 
 
3.  Codes Office Report 
 
 The Codes Officer was present and they had nothing new to report. 
 
 
4.  Attorney’s Report   
 
 Town Attorney Nadine Bell was present and stated she had nothing new to report. 
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5.  Engineer’s Report 
 
 Town Engineer Bill Perrine was present and reported on Brittany Hills subdivision Sec. 13 & 
14, and that the road sub-base is in, and they are getting ready for concrete gutters this week.  Crown 
Point Extension Sec. 5A is also starting this week.  He also reported that the JK Tobin Construction 
drainage contract has fulfilled all of the items on the list, except for:  4014 Oldwyck Circle as the 
disturbance in the resident’s lawn area will be challenging to stabilize and seed this late in the year; 
and 4884 Royal Crab Ave.(Michael Wojak’s property), as it required a “grant of access” since the 
project will be working in a National Grid easement containing a high pressure gas main. 

 
  

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 
  
 The following resolution was offered by Councilor Fedrizzi and seconded by Councilor Ryan to 
wit: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Onondaga Town Board authorize the approval of a “grant 
access” easement with National Grid, and authorize the Supervisor to sign said document.   
 
 The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and the vote 
was as follows: 
 
   
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  --------  ------ 
  Councilor  Mary K. Ryan  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley  Voted  Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar  Voted  Yes 
 
  The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared and duly adopted. 
 
 
6.  Committee Reports 
 
 Library Committee member Mary Ryan was present and reported that she attended the Robin 
Wall Kimmerer (ESF professor and author), signing event held at the Onondaga Free Library on 
Wednesday.  Councilor Ryan stated that Ms. Kimmerer is an indigenous person and wrote the book 
“Braiding Sweetgrass”.  The event covered Native American traditions and how they work with, and 
live with, the land.  Ms. Ryan stated that the book is fascinating and explains a lot about the culture.  
Councilor Ryan pointed out how fortunate we are to have a library that puts on these types of events 
for our residents, and encourages everyone to pay attention to the Onondaga Free Library’s events 
schedule.  
 
 
 
7.  Approval of Minutes 
 
  

 
TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 

  
 The following resolution was offered by Councilor Ryan and seconded by Councilor Fedrizzi to 
wit: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Onondaga Town Board approve the October 3, 2022 
Town Board Meeting Minutes, prepared by the Town Clerk. 
 
 The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and the vote 
was as follows: 
 
   
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi  Voted  Yes 
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  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  --------  ------ 
  Councilor  Mary K. Ryan  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley  Voted  Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar  Voted  Yes 
 
  The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared and duly adopted. 
 
8.  Approval of Abstracts 
 

The following Abstracts were audited and approved for payment on 10/17/2022: 
 

• All General Fund Accounts, Abstract No 20 numbers 1125 through 1170 inclusive, totaling $36,611.47  
• All Highway Fund Accounts, Abstract No. 20, numbers 431 through 450 inclusive, totaling $38,377.59. 
• All Parks Fund Accounts on Abstract No. 20, numbers 196 through 203 inclusive, totaling $2,826.64. 
• All Sewer Fund Accounts on Abstract No. 20, numbers 138 through 140 inclusive, totaling $163.03 
• All Consolidated Drainage Accounts on Abstract No. 18 numbers 95 through 96 inclusive, totaling 

$173.06. 
 
 
9.  Public Hearing – Dissolution of the Sentinel Heights Fire Protection District 
 

  
 

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 
  
 The following resolution was offered by Councilor Fedrizzi and seconded by Councilor Ryan to 
wit: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Onondaga Town Board open the Public Hearing 
pertaining to the Dissolution of the Sentinel Heights Fire Protection District. 
 
 
 The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and the vote 
was as follows: 
 
   
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  --------  ------ 
  Councilor  Mary K. Ryan  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley  Voted  Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar  Voted  Yes 
 
  The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared and duly adopted. 
 
 
 
 
Supervisor Mahar began the discussion with the following opening comments: 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to be here tonight.  

I want to start by explaining how we got to this point. 

Discussing the future of the Sentinel Heights Fire Department is not an issue that I, nor the Town 
Council, takes lightly.  

We do however have a responsibility to help ensure the security of town residents. Part of that 
involves careful review of the contracts we have with the eight volunteer fire departments who bravely 
provide vital fire and EMS services.  

Yet, make no mistake about it, that civic responsibility does not in any way mean that this issue does 
not affect us personally as well. I, for one, grew up in the Valley and have lived in this town my entire 
adult life and spent most of my career with Green Hills Farms. I know the important history of the 
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Sentinel Heights Fire Department and as most people in this room, have a connection to its founding 
family. Mrs. Gage was my high school English and my Dad was good friends with Mr. Gage.  

We are not here to debate the past need and unquestionable effectiveness of the department but to 
instead assess the department of today and its ability to respond to the needs of residents of the 
Sentinel Heights Fire District - and the associated risks and financial implications of continuing as is.  

To do that, we will present statistics around performance at the Sentinel Heights Fire Department and 
whether those support continuation of a contract with them.  

There is one important misconception that I would also like to clear up before we get started. The 
town in no way benefits financially from dissolution of Sentinel Heights Fire Department. We are the 
middleman so to speak. The residents are the only ones who will see any cost benefit.  

With all of this said, each resident speaking tonight will be given exactly three minutes to provide 
input. The Southwood and Nedrow Fire Departments will then have 10 minutes each to speak.  

 
• October of 2021, Chief Melissa Abend met with then town supervisor Tom Andino then 
deputy supervisor John Mahar and councilor Kathy Fedrizzi.  Chief Abend said that the 
department could no longer keep up and something needed to be done.   

  
       The contract was renewed with SHFD and it was communicated by then Supervisor       
       Andino that we would look to a solution in 2022.  
  

• In January of 2022 Supervisor Mahar and Deputy Supervisor Andino met with 
leadership for Sentinel Heights, Nedrow and Southwood Fire Departments. There were 
several ideas floated amongst the attendees. One such idea proposed by Chief Abend 
was a combined FD of Southwood, Sentinel Heights and Nedrow.  

  
• Leadership from both Nedrow and Southwood stated they had no interest in merging 
into one Fire Department. They both stated that if it came to the dissolution of Sentinel 
Heights that both would pick up whatever areas the town decided on.  
 
• At this meeting there was some uncertainty between SH president Eric Black and Chief 
Abend and to the direction and future of the department. They stated they would discuss 
with their membership.  

  
• Leadership from both Southwood and Nedrow said until the town and Sentinel Heights 
came to a decision on the future of the department they would both back away and 
continue to provide mutual aid to the SHFD.  

  
• It was stated by Supervisor Mahar and Supervisor Andino that they would move along 
as is and monitor the progress of the department and have further discussions with SH.  

  
• On May 12, 2022 the town received and email from Eric Black that a vote was held 
amongst its members and they decided to keep moving forward. If the contract for 2023 
was renewed it was the intetion to reevaluate their position in Q1 2023 in light of the 
struggles we share with all departments in Onondaga County.  

  
  

• In June of 2022 Supervisor Mahar engaged in a conference call with Dan Wears of 
Onondaga County Emergency Management to discuss Volunteer Fire Departments in 
general. It was communicated that they were in the midst of compiling data on call 
performance on all the Fire Departments in the county.   

  
• On August 1st Supervisor Mahar and Deputy Supervisor Andino met with Onondaga 
County Emergency Management and reviewed the data they had compiled on the eight 
volunteer fire departments within the Town of Onondaga. At this time it became very clear 
that there was a serious problem in Sentinel Heights with volunteer coverage and we as a 
town board were obligated to act on it.   

  
• On August 16, 2022 Supervisor Mahar, Deputy Supervisor Andino and Councilor Lisa 
Goodwin met with President Eric Black and Chief Melissa Abend.  
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• At this meeting it was communicated that the town board was considering not renewing 
the contract with SH for 2023.  A special town board meeting was scheduled for August 
22, 2022.  Leadership from Nedrow, Sentinel Heights and Southwood attended and it was 
communicated that we were working forward on the premise that the contract for Sentinel 
Heights Fire Dept. would not be renewed. New fire protection lines were discussed and 
agreed upon in a quick manner.  
 
• After the meeting and a few days after it came to light that there was a disagreement as 
to where the lines would be drawn. In the coming days there was an agreement to the 
lines that are now currently part of the fire protection extension resolution. It was decided 
that the line would be Lafayette Road,with Southwood taking everything including 
Lafayette Road to the East. Nedrow would take the remainder of the district.  

  
• On September, 7, 2022 a special town board meeting was called. A public hearing was 
scheduled for October 17, 2022 for the dissolution of the Sentinel Heights Fire Protection 
District. 2 other public hearings were also scheduled for the extension of the Nedrow and 
Southwood Fire Protection Districts.   

  
 
Supervisor Mahar then presented the following statistics via a Power Point presentation. 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Sentinel Heights Volunteer Fire Department  In-District Responses  from Jan. 1 through July 15, 2022: 

 

21 total calls were answered in the Sentinel Heights Fire District.   

• Sentinel Heights responded to 4   

• Southwood responded to 3  

• Nedrow responded to 14  

• 17 of the 21 calls to the Sentinel Heights VFD went with no response from them. That translates to 81% of in-
district calls unanswered by Sentinel Heights VFD. (2 calls canceled enroute.) 

 

Total Calls and Response Rates in Sentinel Heights, Southwood and Nedrow Fire Departments 

Total calls  

• Sentinel Heights:  61  

• Southwood:   155  

• Nedrow:    244  

•   Total calls with no response (see above)   

• Sentinel Heights- 36 – 77% of all calls went unanswered  

Sentinel Heights Total 
Calls

Average 
Turnout

Average 
Travel

Average 
Response

Times 
NFPA is 

Met

% NFPA 
Standard 

Met

Calls No 
Response

% No 
Response

Calls With 
Enroute 

Only

% Calls with 
Enroute 

Only

2021 Overall Responses 94 8.7 5.1 13.3 10 10.6% 73 77.7% 6 6.4%
2021 Home Responses 33 10.8 3.3 13.7 1 3.0% 22 66.7% 4 12.1%
2022 YTD Overall Responses 61 7.5 1.8 13.7 3 4.9% 47 77.0% 9 14.8%
2022 YTD Home Responses 21 11.1 2.1 16.7 1 4.8% 17 81.0% 2 10.0%

TOWN OF ONONDAGA
2021 & 2022 YTD Sentinel Heights Fire Department Response Times
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• Nedrow -44 – 24.2%   

• Southwood- 19 - 29.7%  

  

 

 

Sentinel Heights vs. Average 
of All Departments

Total 
Calls

Average 
Turnout

Average 
Travel

Average 
Response

Times 
NFPA is 

Met

% NFPA 
Standard 

Met

Calls No 
Response

% No 
Response

Calls With 
Enroute 

Only

% Calls with 
Enroute 

Only

2021 Overall Responses:
Sentinel Heights 94 8.7 5.1 13.3 10 10.6% 73 77.7% 6 6.4%
Average All Departments 393 5.5 4.3 9.7 164 34.2% 117 39.2% 59 14.3%

2021 Home Responses:
Sentinel Heights 33 10.8 3.3 13.7 1 3.0% 22 66.7% 4 12.1%
Average All Departments 233 6.4 3.1 9.3 111 34.4% 48 29.2% 23 12.0%

2022 YTD Overall Responses:
Sentinel Heights 61 7.5 1.8 13.7 3 4.9% 47 77.0% 9 14.8%
Average All Departments 177 5.1 2.8 9.3 83 37.6% 49 36.3% 23 14.8%

2022 YTD Home Responses:
Sentinel Heights 21 11.1 2.1 16.7 1 4.8% 17 81.0% 2 10.0%
Average All Departments 102 6.1 2.3 9.3 63 51.0% 20 26.2% 8 11.6%

TOWN OF ONONDAGA
2021 & 2022 YTD Sentinel Heights vs Average of All Fire Department Response Times
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Fire Department Total Calls
Average 
Turnout

Average 
Travel

Average 
Response

Times 
NFPA is 

Met

% NFPA 
Standard 

Met

Calls No 
Response

% No 
Response

Calls With 
Enroute 

Only

% Calls with 
Enroute Only

2021 Overall Responses:
Nedrow 468 3.9 2.7 6.4 251 53.6% 124 26.5% 33 7.1%
Southwood 408 6.7 3.3 10.1 91 22.3% 115 28.2% 60 14.7%
Onondaga Hill 708 3.6 3.0 6.6 442 62.4% 133 18.8% 57 8.1%
Taunton 580 3.6 3.6 7.3 271 46.7% 76 13.1% 152 26.2%
Howlett Hill 425 4.4 6.0 10.4 157 36.9% 126 29.6% 113 26.6%
Navarino 173 6.2 5.9 12.2 47 27.2% 82 47.4% 27 15.6%
South Onondaga 289 7.1 4.8 11.6 39 13.5% 208 72.0% 27 9.3%
Sentinel Heights 94 8.7 5.1 13.3 10 10.6% 73 77.7% 6 6.4%

Average Overall Responses 393 5.5 4.3 9.7 164 34.2% 117 39.2% 59 14.3%
2021 Home Responses:
Nedrow 236 3.8 1.2 4.9 160 67.8% 62 26.3% 6 2.5%
Southwood 294 7.0 2.6 9.7 78 26.5% 55 18.7% 41 13.9%
Onondaga Hill 332 4.3 2.9 7.2 177 53.3% 27 8.1% 46 13.9%
Taunton 652 4.0 2.8 6.6 401 61.5% 128 19.6% 31 4.8%
Howlett Hill 170 7.0 4.6 10.7 42 24.7% 27 15.9% 39 22.9%
Navarino 67 6.7 4.4 11.0 19 28.4% 15 22.4% 10 14.9%
South Onondaga 81 7.4 3.1 10.2 8 9.9% 45 55.6% 9 11.1%
Sentinel Heights 33 10.8 3.3 13.7 1 3.0% 22 66.7% 4 12.1%

Average Home Responses 233 6.4 3.1 9.3 111 34.4% 48 29.2% 23 12.0%

Response 
Time 

(Minutes)

Meets 
Objective 

(%)
Urban Area 9 90%
Suburban Area 10 80%

14 80%

TOWN OF ONONDAGA
2021 Fire Department Response Times

Classification Demographics

Rural Area

>1,000 people/mi2

500-1,000 people/mi2

<500 people/mi2

Fire Department Total Calls
Average 
Turnout

Average 
Travel

Average 
Response

Times 
NFPA is 

Met

NFPA 
Standard 

Met

Calls No 
Response

Percentage 
No 

Response

Calls With 
Enroute 

Only

Percentage 
Calls with 

Enroute Only
2022 YTD Overall Responses:
Nedrow 244 4.2 2.8 7.3 123 50.4% 59 24.2% 15 6.1%
Southwood 155 6.4 2.3 10 28 18.1% 46 29.7% 27 17.4%
Onondaga Hill 351 3.1 2.4 5.9 243 69.2% 58 16.5% 24 6.8%
Taunton 256 2.5 3.1 6.3 159 62.1% 27 10.5% 48 18.8%
Howlett Hill 156 4.6 3.2 9.5 62 39.7% 54 34.6% 33 21.2%
Navarino 59 5.6 3.2 9.9 23 39.0% 24 40.7% 10 16.9%
South Onondaga 131 7 3.3 11.8 23 17.6% 75 57.3% 21 16.0%
Sentinel Heights 61 7.5 1.8 13.7 3 4.9% 47 77.0% 9 14.8%
Average Overall Responses 177 5.1 2.8 9.3 83 37.6% 49 36.3% 23 14.8%
2022 YTD Home Responses:
Nedrow 106 4.2 0.9 5.4 69 65.1% 28 26.4% 4 4.0%
Southwood 107 7.2 2.2 10.4 19 17.8% 23 21.5% 15 14.0%
Onondaga Hill 326 3.4 2.4 5.8 234 71.8% 57 17.5% 13 4.0%
Taunton 128 2.6 2.9 5.6 104 81.3% 10 7.8% 7 5.0%
Howlett Hill 75 6 3.0 10 45 60.0% 10 13.3% 15 20.0%
Navarino 24 5.3 2.4 8.6 16 66.7% 4 16.7% 4 17.0%
South Onondaga 32 9.1 2.3 11.9 13 40.6% 8 25.0% 6 19.0%
Sentinel Heights 21 11.1 2.1 16.7 1 4.8% 17 81.0% 2 10.0%
Average Home Responses 102 6.1 2.3 9.3 63 51.0% 20 26.2% 8 11.6%

Response 
Time 

(Minutes)

Meets 
Objective 

(%)
Urban Area 9 90%
Suburban Area 10 80%

14 80%

Classification Demographics

Rural Area

>1,000 people/mi2

500-1,000 people/mi2

<500 people/mi2

TOWN OF ONONDAGA
2022 Fire Department Response Times
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Supervisor Mahar opened the floor to anyone wishing to speak. 
 
 Alex Stowe (AKA Sparky), resident and Sentinel Heights FD member was present and stated 
that he and the members of Sentinel Heights are in agreement that something has to be done.  No 
one is disputing the issue or numbers.  Rural departments have longer response times.  He stated 
that they rely on mutual aid, where the departments assist each other on calls, and pointed out that 
some members responding to calls don’t live in the Town of Onondaga, but they see the area as their 
home and community, which is what makes it work.  He stated that Sentinel Heights FD is proposing 
a 50% cut to keep the department together, and joining with Southwood FD, a department they’ve 
trained with for years.  He stated the importance of increasing the protection for the people of Sentinel 
Heights, as it’s been lacking. He is hoping to work with the NYS Attorney General’s Office and the 
members of Southwood to make sure everyone has the best protection and can move forward.  He 
stated that the only way this can work is if they keep the house at Dave Tilden Ave., so they have a 
house to respond to, as Nedrow and Southwood are too far.  He used the Taunton Fire Station on 
Harris Rd. as an example, stating that that location is a second station for them, and that they go to 
the station that is closest to them to provide the best response.   
 
 Paul Tiss, President of the Nedrow Fire Department, Fire Chief Rick Nemier and Chris Moses  
were present and reported on how the Nedrow Fire Department would respond, if Sentinel Heights 
was dissolved.  Paul Tiss stated that they began the process at the beginning of 2022.  It was 
conveyed to them that the problem was serious, and that the dissolution was going to happen.  He 
stated that there’s really only one fire service.  It doesn’t matter what name, uniform, geography you 
give it.  The mission has always been to save lives, no matter what, at every incident, and that is what 
they intend to continue to do.  They were told a corrective course of action was coming, pertaining to 
boundaries.  He stated that all of the parties have been involved, having meetings throughout the 
process.  Chris Moses stated that in terms of determining the maps, they have mitigated every drive 
time as best as they could.  It was also stated that responding to calls in the areas being discussed is 
not new to the department, as they have already been doing that.  It was also pointed out that about 4 
½ square miles have been added to the Nedrow district.  They also stated they are very familiar with 
the territory consisting of rural geography, agricultural and commercial properties, and it’s gas 
pipelines and problem areas such as steep grades, tight driveways etc.  They have done their due 
diligence mapping out problem areas.  It was pointed out that the right side of Sentinel Heights Rd 
does not have hydrants.  They are anticipating a 2 – 4 % call volume change.   They have already 
reached out to mutual aid depts to aid in filling a tanker box to ensure adequate water supply, which  
amounts to 1500 gallons of water/8 min. or 20,000 gallons/2 hours.  They already purchased their 

Fire District

Original 
Taxable 

Assessed 
Value

Original      
Parcel          
Count

Revised 
Taxable 

Assessed 
Value

Revised      
Parcel         
Count

Increase/  
(Decrease)            
in Taxable   

Assessed Value

% Change         
in Taxable 

Assessment 
Value

Increase/  
(Decrease)           
in Parcel 

Count

% Change          
in Parcel 

Count

Sentinel Heights 56,830,334     351 -0- -0- (56,830,334)       -100.0% (351) -100.0%
Nedrow 86,411,739     1,112 127,579,793  1,370 41,168,054        47.6% 258 23.2%
Southwood 218,957,643  676 234,619,923  769 15,662,280        7.2% 93 13.8%
Total 362,199,716  2,139 362,199,716  2,139 -0- -0- 

TOWN OF ONONDAGA
Transfer of Sentinel Heights Taxable Assessed Value to the Nedrow & Southwood Fire Departments

Description
 Original 
Sentinel 
Heights 

 Sentinel 
Heights to 
Nedrow 

 Sentinel 
Heights to 

Southwood 

 Original 
Nedrow 

 Nedrow       
w/ Sentinel 

Heights 

 Inc/           
(Dec) 

 Original 
Southwood 

 Southwood 
w/ Sentinel 

Heights 

 Inc/           
(Dec) 

Amount to be Raised by Taxes 174,015     315,396     319,697       265,396     315,396      50,000    293,697        319,697        26,000   
Taxable Assessed Value/1,000 56,830       127,580     234,620       86,412       127,580      41,168    218,958        234,620        15,662   
Tax Rate 3.06            2.47            1.36               3.07            2.47             (0.60)        1.34               1.36               0.02        

Tax Amount on $200,000 Property 612             494             273                614             494              268                273                
     Increase/(Decrease) (118)           (340)              (120)            4                    

TOWN OF ONONDAGA
2023 Fire District Estimated Tax Rate Comparison

Impact on Sentinel Heights Residents Impact on Nedrow Residents Impact on Southwood Residents
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UTV Outright, which was previously leased.  They also purchased equipment for the brush trailer 
because they have to be ready for the extra acreage.  His question is what happens with the 
equipment.  Will it be given to stations in need?  Will It stay with the district it serves?  If not, 
contingencies are in place and he is ready to buy a new tanker which will not be hard to get by the 
end of 2023.  They also noted that at their sister station on the Nation, they have the experience and 
training to drive a tanker. They reiterated that the whole point of their presentation, was that they were 
asked to present their plans for the proposed additional coverage and stated the fact that they have 
already been doing that.   
 
 Town Resident Bob Ellis asked about Emergency Responders TLC Ambulance and it’s role 
with the fire department.  Paul Tiss responded by stating how 12 years ago, Nedrow Fire Department 
recognized the need for daytime Emergency Responder.  Nedrow contracted with TLC, which staffs 
the firehouse and supplies all of the equipment.  They respond to all of the calls unless they are not 
available, in which the Onondaga Hill TLC responders do.  They have 2 years left of that contract.  It 
was also discussed how Alpha Bravo calls (toothaches and non-emergency calls) have been an 
issue.    
 
 David Wyngard, President of the Southwood FD was present and stated that he was there to 
represent Southwood and Sentinel Heights.  He was asked at the beginning of 2022 to consider a 
merge or a split to assist in the Sentinel Heights coverage.  They were trying to be respectful of 
Sentinel Heights and tried to come up with a plan that would keep the firefighters active in this area.  
He emphasized that membership is key.  He won’t continue to try and run a department if they lose 
their membership.  Southwood and Sentinel Heights have been training together for 15 years at the 
Onondaga Hill Fire Training Center.  He stated that with years of training and thousands of dollars 
worth of equipment, we need to find a way to keep these members. It would cost thousands more for 
training if we do not keep them.  He stated that on Aug. 25, 2022 he saw an article on Syr. Com and 
several articles after, he realized that there was a sense of urgency, but felt Southwood was not 
involved in the decision making process.  On 9/11/22, most of the members of Sentinel Heights 
(about 9), as well as the Chiefs and Presidents of Southwood and Sentinel Heights met and reviewed 
the facts and the details.  Southwood has 3-4 members that are either retired or have hours that can 
actually respond to calls during regular business hours.  Many calls are to nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities in Southwood.  They are considered a suburban district, so its spread out 
quite a bit more than Nedrow’s district, which is considered an urban district.  The Nedrow district is 
much smaller but more densely populated.  Southwood is 2-3 times larger in terms of square miles, 
but is less densely populated.  Southwood also covers calls at SU’s south campus in which they have 
to travel though the city which affects response times.  Supervisor Mahar and Mr. Wyngard agree that 
their designation as a suburban district unfairly reflects on their response time data, which instigates 
different treatment from the NFA.  Mr. Wyngard stated that the Southwood FD is proposing keeping 
the Sentinel Heights building open as a second station.  He stated that Sentinel Heights FD feels it is 
not ideal for most of their members to respond to Nedrow.  Even for Southwood, it’s about 31/2 miles 
from many of the members houses to respond to Southwood’s Fire House.  Mr. Wyngard stated that 
the Southwood Fire District is proposing that a different line be negotiated that includes Dave Tilden 
Rd., and Overlook (off of Lafayette Rd), and expand over to Sentinel Heights Rd. and South.  By 
keeping the Sentinel Heights station open, it would allow those current members of Sentinel Heights 
FD to be able to use that station, but be part of the Southwood Fire District, allowing them to respond 
to calls quicker.  He reiterated that he would continue to ask the neighboring departments for 
assistance from whomever could provide the quickest response.  He also discussed possible uses for 
the existing equipment, and stated that much of it is compatible with what Southwood is using 
currently.  He stated they are not looking to take away from  Nedrow’s  improvements and gains in 
their tax reduction, and are not looking for any financial gain.  Their main goal is to retain the 
volunteer firefighters, as they are an invaluable resource.  Without volunteers, paid fire protection may 
be in our future.  
 
 Attorney Bell discussed the fact that by dissolving the Sentinel Heights Fire District as a 
taxing entity, the Town has no say in what happens to its’ assets.  The assets are owned by the Fire 
Department.  Tonight’s hearing is pertaining to whether or not the Sentinel Heights district should be 
dissolved.  If it is decided yes, then the Corporate body of the Sentinel Heights Volunteer Fire 
Department decides what to do with its assets via the Attorney General’s office.     
 
 Ron Farewell, a Sentinel Heights resident since 1972 was present.  He stated he joined the 
Sentinel Heights FD in 1975 and eventually became Chief.  Having been with the department for over 
20 years, it is very close to his heart.  Mr. Farewell asked how many Town Board Members have 
been to visit the local Fire Department to see how the Town can be of assistance to them.  Supervisor 
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Mahar responded by saying that they have met with the departments, and with Sentinel Heights on 
numerous occasions.  Mr. Fareewell stated that when he was Chief, the Town Board contracted with 
a third party to evaluate the protection in the entire Town of Onondaga.  They then submitted a 
proposal on ways to improve the fire protection in the Town.  He suggested that be done again and 
asked if the residents would have adequate fire protection in the end.   
 
 Eric Black, President of the Sentinel Heights Fire Department was present.  He stated that the 
district lines have changed twice since August.  A third proposition has emerged in which they could 
merge with Southwood, and keep the Sentinel Heights Fire House in the Southwood district.   He 
proposes keeping the existing fire district the way it is now for at least another year, while they figure 
out the distribution of assets with Southwood.  The third proposal to have Southwood take on the 
Sentinel Heights district has just popped up in the last month.  As it stands now, he hopes the Town 
Board would vote no on the redistricting of the lines for at least the next year, while they straighten 
this out.   
 
 Kathy Kline, a resident of the Sentinel Heights Fire District  was present and stated that she 
found out about this proposed dissolution of the Sentinel Heights Fire Department via the newspaper.  
Ms. Kline stated that her grandparents and parents helped found this district, and helped build the 
firehouse on Dave Tilden Road.  She feels that the community was lacking information about what 
was going on with the fire district.  She stated she is grateful for having the public hearing, as well as 
the Nedrow and Southwood Fire Departments, especially since they are lacking in members.  She 
asked if the merger with Southwood could be done on a one year trial basis. 
 
 David Ogden a resident of the Sentinel Heights district, and past member of the Fire Dept. was 
present.  He asked if the NYS Fire Protection Code has changed since 2006.  Town Attorney Bell 
replied that it has changed.  He stated that he’s been in the fire service his whole life, and has a great 
appreciation for the members.  He stated that once notified the contract may not be renewed, they 
have been trying to stay viable with very little resources.  He stated that the fire protection in the Town 
of Onondaga is sub-par.  After WWII, many of the returning military men started up these fire 
departments.  Twenty-five years ago, he remembers going to meetings with the Town Board on the 
consolidation of the departments.  He asked Councilor Ryan if she remembers discussing the 
possibility of having paid firefighters.  Council Ryan replied that she did remember that, and feels that 
it may be something to consider in the future.  Mr. Ogden stated that instead of dissolving Sentinel 
Heights Fire Department alone, dissolve all of them and have a Town of Onondaga Fire Protection 
District, and start with a paid fire chief, and combine all of the equipment under one entity.  Hundreds 
of hours of training is required for the members to be able to get on the truck, as well as 150 hours of 
company training.  It is very hard to expect this of members, while holding a full time job.  NFPA  
National Fire Protection states that in the Sentinel Heights District, you should have a minimum of 6 
people on the truck to a call within 9 minutes.  He stated that no one in this Town can do that, and 
very few in the County can do it.  He gave credit to the Sentinel Heights Fire Department for coming 
forward about not being able to handle this anymore.  He applauded Supervisor Mahar for instigating 
what may be a domino effect.  He stated that many fire departments in the County have paid 
volunteers such as Dewitt, Manlius, Fayetteville, and Belgium Springs.  
 
 Keith Gage, a Sentinel Heights district member was present and stated that he agrees that this 
could begin a domino effect, as the problem is getting worse.  He asked the question about what the 
tax rate would be if Sentinel Heights and Southwood combined.  He and Supervisor Mahar discussed 
numbers and the fact that overall by combing the two districts, it would be $2.50 less/ thousand.   
 
 David Steinberg, a Town of Dewitt resident was present and stated that the biggest issue is 
recruiting and retention, and that to hire someone would cost $100,000/year, after training, etc. If we 
can keep 10 members to stay on as volunteers, it’s a win for everyone.    
 
 Robert Ellis, a Sentinel Heights resident was present, and expressed his appreciation for the 
time and effort the Town was putting for forth to try and figure out the best solution to this issue.  He 
stated he hopes the Town is open to consideration of other options, and what the Sentinel Heights 
residents would want.  He stated that Sentinel Heights is a community, and the only place that can be 
used as a community center is the fire house.  It has been used for a variety of community activities 
over the past years, such as a meeting place for Cub Scouts, a safe Trick-or-Treating alternative, 
Caroling parties, etc..  He stated that it has a lot to do with their sense of identity, and hopes the Town 
considers that when making a decision.  He stated that its more than just a fire house, it’s a 
community asset.   
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 David Ogden, Setinel Heights resident discussed the ambulance service changes over the 
past 10 years within the Nedrow FD, and the residents reaction on getting a specific Ambulance 
service dispatched, when it used to be the Fire Department.  He asked whether the figures provided 
by the County were actually fire calls or medical calls, some of which are for very minor incidents, as 
they aren’t broken down to indicate which is which.   He also stated that deciding whether or not to go 
to calls in which there is already an ambulance on the scene is problematic.   
 
 William Kendall, Sentinel Heights Fire District member was present.  He is not a town resident, 
however he wanted to speak.  He stated that the general consensus of the general public is that they 
know something needs to be done, however questioned whether or not the proposed resolution as it 
is written now is the right solution.   
 
 Paul Tiss, President of the Nedrow Fire Dept. was present and stated that no matter what 
ambulance service is called, you do not get to choose what hospital to go to.  There is a program 
called “diversion” in which all the hospitals are overstaffed, and you get taken to whatever hospital 
can take you. 
 
 Ken Rittenhouse, past Sentinel Heights member was present and stated that he is concerned 
with the decision to give money to different departments to retain and recruit members, stating that 
the Town’s claim of working with Fire Departments affected, was made after the decision to disband 
Sentinel Heights.  Supervisor Mahar stated that that is not true.  This all began last year, when the 
Chief of Sentinel Heights Fire Department, Melissa Abend, came to the Town and stated that they 
could not continue to operate under the current structure, and the Town Board asking how they can 
help.  Supervisor Mahar stated that the money he is referring to is ARPA Funds.  In addition, the 
Town has shared best practice ideas between departments, and we were looking to collectively 
support all eight departments within the Town.   
 
 Sentinel Heights resident Bob Ellis stated that insurance rates are based on how close your 
house is to a Fire house in which the rates could go up, but acknowledges the tax savings as well.   
 
 
 

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 
  
 The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Mahar and seconded by Councilor Fedrizzi 
to wit: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Onondaga Town Board close the Public Hearing 
pertaining to the Dissolution of the Sentinel Heights Fire Protection District, and open the Public 
Hearing for the extension of the Nedrow and Southwood Fire Protection Districts.   
 
 
 The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and the vote 
was as follows: 
 
   
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  --------  ------ 
  Councilor  Mary K. Ryan  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley  Voted  Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar  Voted  Yes 
 
  The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared and duly adopted. 
 
 
 
10.  Public Hearing – Extension of Nedrow and Southwood  Fire Protection Districts 
 
 Following the closure of the public hearing on the dissolution of the Sentinel Heights Fire 
Protection District, the Town Board immediately opened the public hearings on the extension of the 
Nedrow and Southwood Fire Protection Districts, to be held concurrently. 
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 Sentinel Heights District resident David Ogden was present and stated that he is in favor of the 
proposed merger between Southwood and Sentinel Heights.  He pointed out that Sentinel Heights FD 
is a rural district, and they are familiar with how to run a rural fire department. They have a 20 year 
old tanker that’s in great shape already in-house.  He questioned being able to get a new tanker even 
in the next 3 years.    
 
 David Wingard of the Southwood Fire Dept. was present, and discussed the lines that were 
drawn, and stated they would need about $60,000 in tax money to maintain the building, with its’ 
current expenses, and the apparatus as it is now.  He anticipates a change in apparatus costs in 
order to create a better response within the Sentinel Heights district.  He also stressed the importance 
of keeping the 9 members within the district, as they have the experience to know how many vehicles 
to get out on a call, the amount of water they will need to cover the addresses within the district, etc.  
He emphasized the importance of the departments working together on training to provide the best 
response possible.   
 
 Sentinel Heights district resident Robert Ellis stated that it appears that Southwood Fire District 
is interested in keeping the Sentinel Heights building open, and that Nedrow does not seem 
interested, and feels that the lines should be redrawn to include Overlook and Dave Tilden Drive. 
 
 
Supervisor Mahar – Closing Remarks 
 
   Supervisor Mahar thanked everyone for attending.  He stated how he grew up in the Valley 
and spent 26 years at Green Hills.  He is fully aware of what goes on in the Sentinel Heights 
Community.  He feels that this is a good opportunity to take a look and determine what’s best for all 
three departments, with input from each fire dept.   
 
 Town Councilor and South Onondaga resident Mary Ryan stated that her dad was a South 
Onondaga Firefighter for 62 years, and 3 years prior to that was with the Otisco Fire Department.  
She thanked Eric and the department for how wonderfully they treated her dad.  She stated that as a 
daughter of a firefighter, the district means the world to her and she understands the challenges very 
well.  She has visited many of the departments and participates in many of the activities offered by 
them.  She owes a great deal to the South Onondaga Fire Department, for how wonderfully they 
treated her parents.  She appreciates the dedication and loyalty of the volunteers. She has to look at 
it as a Town Board member and look at it globally.  She understands the importance of retaining 
firefighters.  She wants to ensure that the Sentinel Heights Fire Department has the necessary 
coverage and wants to ensure that each fire district is treated equally in which they all have a voice in 
this matter.  Councilor Ryan stated that the infighting needs to stop as it’s all about making sure our 
homes have the protection needed.   
 
 Councilor John Wheatley thanked everyone for coming and appreciates all of the great input 
from everyone.  He stated that his main concern is the people of the Sentinel Heights Fire District.  
He stated that all of the input from tonight’s meeting needs to be considered, before making a 
decision.   
 
 Councilor Fedrizzi stated that tonight’s meeting has been a perfect opportunity to hear all of 
the concerns, proposals and input. She understands all of the concerns, but that we need to come 
together to find a solution.  She reiterated the objective is for the safety of the Sentinel Heights 
residents.  She believes that between all of the concerned members, we have the cream of the crop, 
and she is confident that we can come up with a good plan.   
. 
 
 Attorney Bell commented that if there are any changes to the Proposed plan, we will have 
another public hearing.   
 
 

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 
  
 The following resolution was offered by Councilor Ryan and seconded by Councilor Fedrizzi to 
wit: 
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 BE IT RESOLVED, that there being no further comments or business to come before the 
Town Board, the Town of Onondaga close the Public Hearing pertaining to the extension of the 
Nedrow and Southwood Fire Protection Districts. 
 
 
 The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and the vote 
was as follows: 
 
   
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  --------  ------ 
  Councilor  Mary K. Ryan  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley  Voted  Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar  Voted  Yes 
 
  The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared and duly adopted. 
 
  The Town Board Meeting and Public Hearing adjourned at 7:16 p.m.   
 
 

Janet J. Hillery 
Town Clerk 

 
 


